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Mr. Whitelocke Bulſtrode : 
Of Clifford's-Inn. 


Here preſent You, my dearFriend, 

with a Diſcourſe, wherein I La- 
bour to advance .the great and true 
Ends of Life, the Glory of God, 
and the Perfection and Happinels of 
Man. I cannor, I confeſs, pretend 
ro have come up to the Dignity of 
my Subject; yer I have done what [I 
could, and have attempted it with 
my utmoſt Force. I know You too 
well to imagine You fond of an Ad- 
dreſs of this publick nature : You 
love the real and ſolid Sartisfactions, 
A} not 
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not the Pomp and Shew, thoſe ſplen- 
did Incumbrances of Life : Your 
rational- and virtuous Pleaſures burn, 
like a gentle and chearful Flame, 
without Noiſe or Blaze. However, 
I cannot but be conhdent, that You'll 
pardon the Liberty which I here take, 
when I have told You, That the 
making the beſt Acknowledgment I 
could to One, who has given Me ſo 
many Proofs of a generous and pal- 
ſionate Friendſhip, was a Pleaſure too 
great to be reliſted. I am, 


Dear Sir, 


Unteignedly Yours, 


R.Lucas. 
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Introduction. 


Y what Steps I am advanc'd thus far in 

my Enquiry after Happineſs, and 
what Connexion or Coherence there is, be- 
tween This and two other Diſcourſes already 
Ae: oh on That Subjef, is very obvious. 
In the Firſt, I endeavour to remove thoſe 
Objedtions which repreſent all Enquiries and 
Attempts after true Happineſs in this Life, 
either as fantaſtick or unneceſſary , or which 
is as bad, vain and to no purpoſe: And af- 
ter I have aſſerted the Value and Poſlibilicy 
of Happineſs, I do in general point oat the 
true Reaſons of our ill Succeſs and Diſap- 
pointment in Purſuit of it. In the Se- 
cond, I ſtate the true Notion of Human 
Life, inſiſt upon the ſeveral kinds of it, 
and ſhew what Qualifications and Virtues the 
AQive and Contemplative Life demand ; 
and then conſider how Life may be prolonged 
and improved. In This Third, I proſecute the 
ſame Deſign , which I had in the two For- 
mer ; the promoting Human Happineſs. For 
Life, PerteQion «nd Happineſs have 4 cloſe 
and inſeparable Dep:ndence on one another. 
For as Life , which is the Rational Ry 
4an 
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and Employment of our Powers and Facul- 
ties, does naturally advance on, and termi- 
nate in Perfection ; ſo PerfeQtion,. which is 
nothin; elſe , but the Maturity , of Human 
Virtue does naturally end in that Reſt and 
Peace, that Tranquility, Serenity, and. Joy 
of Mind, which we call Happineſs. Now 
Perfe&tion in a» Abſtratted and Met aphyſical 
Notion of it, is a State that admits neither 
of Acceſſvon nos Diminution. But talking 
of it Prattically, and in a manner accommo- 
dated to the Nature of things, the PerfeQ i» 
on of Man conſiſts in ſuch Endowments and 
Attainments as Man is generally capable of 
in this Life. And becauſe Man may be con- 
ſidered either in Relation to This, or to 
another World, therefore Human PerfeRion 
may, 1 think, naturally enough be divided into 
Religious and Secular. By Secular, I mean 
that which regards our Intereſt in this Life : 
By Religious, That which ſecures it in Eter- 
nity ; the one more diretly and immediately 
aims at the Favour of Man ; the other at 
the Favour of God ; the one purſues that 
Happineſs , whatever it be, that is to be 
found in outward and worldly Advantages ; 
the other, That which flows from Virtue and 
4 good Conſcience. 'Tis eaſy naw to diſcern, 
which of theſe two kinds of Perfe&ion is 
the more deſirable ; the one purifies and ex- 
alts our Nature, the other poliſhes and var- 
niſbes 
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miſhes it ; the one makes a compleat Gentle- 
man, the other a true Chriſtian ; the Suc- 
ceſs of the one is precarious, that of the 
other certain, having no Dependence op Time 
or Chante, the Humour or Fancy of Man; 
the Pleaſure of the one is ſbort and Super fi- 
cial ; That of the other, Great and Laſting : 
The World admires the one, and God ap- 
proves the other. To be throughly. perſuaded 
of This, is 4 good ſtep towards true Wiſdom, 
4s beins that, which will enable Man to ſteer 
the whole Courſe of Life aright. But while 
I prefer the. oxe, I do not \preſeribe the 
Neglei# or Contempt of the other ; ſo far am 
I from it , that 1 am of Opinion, That Se- 
cular PerfeQtion has wery often ſome Influ- 
ence upon our Spiritual State, as mell as its 
uſe and Advantage in Reference to our Tem- 
poral one : That the moſt admir'd Accompliſh- 
ments of” a Secular Life , are ſo far from 
beinz inconſiſtent with Religion , that they 
naturally [ſpring from it , and thrive and 
flouriſh moſt when they are influenc'd and cul- 
tivated by it ; and judging that it 'might be 
of ſome ſervice to the World, to inform and 
convince them of This, I had it ſometimes 
in my Thoughts to have Treated here as well 
of Secular as Religious Perfeition : But 
doubting how well this might ſuit with my 
Funiion, and how far the beſt Obſervations 
I could make on this SubjetF, might fall ſhort 
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of anſwering the Expettation of Men of worldly 
Parts and Experience, 1taid sfiie the Deſign. 
Here then, I confine my Meditations wholly 


toReLIGIOUusS PERFECTION; | 
I examine the Nature of it, both in General, * 


and in Particular ; mot only ſtating the true 


Notion of it, but alſo deſcending to the ſe- | 
wveral Branches and Parts of it; I free it © 
from thoſe Miſtakes and Diſputes that perplex * 
and encumber it ; 1 lay down the Motives to | 


it, and preſcribe the Ways of obt aining it. 
After this ſhort Account of my Deſign; the 


next thing 1 am to do is, to prevent, if 1 | 


can, thoſe Prejudices which may either wholly 
fruſtrate, or at leaſt very much hinder aud 4t- 
winiſh the ſucceſs and Influence of it. Some 
are apt to ſtartle at the very mention of Per- 
tetion ; they have. emtertain'd ſuch humble 
Thoughts, not only of Human Nature, bat 
as ny, 4 of Divine Grace too, and Evan- 
gelical Righteouſneſs, that all talk of Per- 
fetion ſeems to thems like the Preaching a 
New Goſpel, and an obtruding upon the 
World a Faxtaſtick Scheme of proud and pre- 
tending Morality. But this fear will ſoon 14+ 
wiſh, when I tell ſuch, that I diſcourſe of the 
PerfeQtion of Men, »ot Angels: And, that 
T treat This, not like «a Monk, or « ſublime 
end ſubtle Schoolman, but like one, who have 
been daily converſant with the Doubts and 
Scruples, with the Fears and Frailties of Hu- 


man 
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man Nature, and departing Souls. T do not 


pretend to bleſs the World with the Diſcovery 


of New Iruths. If at any time Iplace Old 
ones in a better Light ; if Iwipe off the Duſt, 
which Diſpute and Time, and the Corruption 
of Manners, has here and there ſcattered upon 
them, 'tis the utmoſt I aim at. 

But how Numerous, will ſome ſay, are the 
Controverſies that have in every Age per- 


plex'dthis Sabje#? Grace and Nature, Per- 


fetion axd Sin, Merit, Supererogation, Cc. 
Theſe are Themes that have exerciſed and 
embroiled the Church of Chriſt, almoſt through 
all the ſeveral Ages of it down to this Day : 
And with how little Advant age to the Honour 
of Chriſtianity , or the Intereſt of Virtue , 
have the brighteſt Parts, and the dcepeſ 
Learning been here employed ? To This, all I 
have to ſay, is, I write Praftically, and con- 
ſult the Intereſt of Souls, not Parties. I can- 
not but ſee, and that with Trouble and Re- 
gret, how much Chriſtianity has in almoſt all 
times ſuffered by thoſe Nice and Subtle, by 
thoſe Obſtinate and Paſſionate Diſputes, with 
which Writers have even oppreſſed and ſtifled 
the moſt Practical Subjetts ; and do moſt ear- 
neſtly deſire to ſee the Spirit of Polemical Di- 
vinity caſt out of the Church of Chriſt, and 
That of « Prattical and Experimental one 
eſtabliſhed in the Room of it. Though there- 
fore, I bave conſilered thoſe Controverſies 
which 
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which concern my Subjett, it was with no 
other Deſign, than to guard and fortify my 
Reader againſt the ill Influence of ſeveral Er- 
rors, with which they abound, I decline all 


not touch me, who do not propoſe to write a 
Learned, but an Uſeful Book. 

If any Mai be apprehenſive, that "tis im-+ 
poſſeble to aſſert the Dottrine of Perfeion 
without looking a little too favourably towards 


this kind ; Þ do here aſſure ſuch a one, that 1 
aivance no Pertettion that raiſes Men above 
the Uſe or Need of Means, or invites them 
to neplett the Word, Prayer, or Sacraments, 
br is rais d on any other Foundation than the 
Goſpel of Chrilt. I revive not Pelagia» 
niſm, xor claſh with +4t. Auſtin ; I need not 
thoſe Conceſſions which he makes Cceleſtius in 
the Cloſe of his Book de PerfeCtione Juſtitie, 
I am perſuaded that the ſtrength of Nature 
is too flight a Foundation to build PerteQtion 
on : | contend for Freedom from no other 
Sin than Actual, Voluntary, and Delibe- 
rate: And let Concupiſcence, or any un- 
avoidable Diſtemper , or Diſorder of our 
Nature, be what it will, all that I aim at here 
is, the Reducing, not Extirpating #t. And 
finally, how earneſtly focuer I exhort to Per- 
tection, 


uſeleſs $ peculations, and labour wholly to ve= | 
ſtore Religion to its Native Strength and * 
Beauty ;, ſo that I think this Objedion will | 


Pelagianiſm or Enthuſiaſm, or ſometbing of | 


The Introduction. 


feftion, I can very well content my ſelf with 
St. Auguſtin's Notion of it, namely, That 
it is nothing elſe, but a daily Progreſs to- 
wards Thar pure and unſpotted Holineſs, 
which we ſhall attain to in another Life. 

Thus, I think, .T have ſufficiently guarded 
this following Diſcourſe againſt the Miſap- 
prehenſions and Jealouſies of all, who have 
any ſerious Concern for Religion, how much 
ſoever they may be ſwayed by ſome particular 
Opinions. But after all, 1 do not expe that 
it ſhould meet mith a v:ry obliging Reception 
from agreat Part of the World, Many there 
are, who will ever openly rally and ridicule all 
Attempts of this kind : And there are 
Others, who wil! ſecretly ſlizht, and inwardly 
deſpiſe them as the vain and fond Projetts of 
well meaning indeed, but very weak ana un- 
experienced Mortals. But this moves me lit- 
tle ; theſe Men are generally too much ſtran: 
gers to Sincerity, to be competent Tudges of 
PerfeQion : Nor do 1 wonder, if the Cor- 
rupt and Vicious part of Mankind, be infet- 
ed with as much Malice and Envy againſt ex- 
traordinary Goodneſs, as ſome are again/? 
Power and Greatneſs. The Conſciouſneſs of 
much Baſentſs and Corruption in ones ſelf, is 
apt to make one ſtrive to bring aown all Men 
to the ſame Level, and to believe that there 
is nothing of PerteCtion in the World, but 
only a Groundleſs or Hypocritical Pretenſion 
io 
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toit. This is an Opinion that ill Men greedily 
embrace, becauſe it gives them ſome kind of 
Peace, Security, and Confidence ; whereas 
the contrary Opinion, as it would be apt to 
make them aſhamed of their Preſent State, 
ſo would it make them fearful and apprehenſive 
of their Future One. I write not therefore 
to ſuch as theſe, nor can be much concerned 
what Cenſure they paſs on « Deſign, againſt 
which they have an Inveterate and Obſtinate 
Aver ſion. 


The Method T obſerve in this Treatiſe is : 
In the Firſt Setion, I conſider Perfeftion 
more generally : In the Second, The ſeveral 
Parts of it ; And inthe Laft, The Obſta- 
cles and Impediments of our attaining it. 
Tn the two Firſt Seftions, 1 always firſt fix and 
explain the Notion of that State of Virtue 
which I Diſcourſe of. Next I proceed to the 
Fruits or Advantages of it ; and in the laſt 
place preſcribe the Method by which it may be 
Att ained. 
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Of Perfe&tion m genergl. The Fruit of 
it. And the "o to obtain it, 
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CHAP 


The Nature of Perfe&tion explained, and 
Aſered from Regen @ and Scripture. 


q-of the Matter under De- 
W 8 [ſhew. ie-his : happened 
atAERNR bcc. Therefore to pre- 
vent TIT and cutoff all occaſions of 
Comeation (which Tervcs only to defeat the 
Inflience and Succeſs of Prattical Diſcour- 
ſes) 'I'think it neceffary to begin here with 
a-plain account wha#-itis I mean by Relis 
Lious Perfettion. 
yen is nothing elſe but the purifying 
and g Nature by Grace, the raiſing 
and exalting' our Faculties and Capacities 
B by 
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by Wiſdom and Virtue. Religions Perfe- 
"#1on therefore, is nothing elſe but the Mo- 
ral Accompliſhment of Human Nature ; 
ſuch a Maturity of Virtue as Maa in this 
Lite is capable of ; Converfion begins, Per- z 

I 


fetion conſanimates the-Habit of Righte- 
ouſneſs: In the one, Religion 1s, as it 
were, in its lafancy; in the other, 10 its 1 
Strength and Manhood ; ſo that Perfedts- : 
0», inſhort, 4s nothing elſe, but a ripe and T 
ſetled Habit of true Holineſs. According q 
to.this Notion of Religious Perfeition, He 
is a Perfet# Man whoſe rr ure and ſ 
vigorous, and his Body tame and obſequi- / 
ous; whoſe Faith is Gim and ſteady, his 
£ove ardentandexalted, and his: Hoe for 


of Afurance:;; -whofe” Rej fo: n /it 
'Thar Ardour and Confta ooh Fool 
Phat Tranquility and 


ks him 4 Child of the ade 
jour 4 Partaker of the Divine. 


_— 4 ubove the Corruption which "34 4 
orld through\Luft. ''' 1h 309v 

Tha account of Rebates Perfettimuy is 
{od /natural' and eaſy, that I fancy -no:Mian 
will demand a Progf of itz. nor thould | go f 
about one, were itnot roſerve-ſome x 
| Ends than the meer Confirmation'ot '\it::It r 
'F has manifeſtly che countenancebath of Rea- A 
| fon and Scripzure; And how contradictory oy 
ever ſome Ancient and Latter: [Schemes 
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of Perfefion ſeem to be, 'or really are, to 


- one another ; yerdo they all agree in etfe&t 


in what-I have laid down. It we appeal 
to Reaſon, no Mancan doubt, but that an 
Habit of Virtue.has much more of Excel- 
leace and Merit in ir, - than ſingle accidental 
As, or uncertain Fits and Paſſions ; fince 
an Habit is-not only the ſource and ſpring of 
the nobleſt AQtions, .and the moſt elevated 
Paſſions, but it renders us more regular and 
ſteady, more umform and conſtant in every 
thing that is good, As to good natural Ds- 
ſpoſitions, they bave little of Strength, little 
of PerfeQtion in them, till they be raiſed 
and improved into: Habits, And for our 
Nataral Facslties,' they are nothing elſe, 
but the Capacities of Good or Evil; they 
are undetermined to the one or other, till 
they are fix'd andinfluenc'd by Mora! Prin- 
ciples. It remains then, that Religious 
Perfeition muſt confiſt in an Habit of 
Righteouſneſs. And to prevent all imper- 
tinent Scruples and Cavils, I add a Confirm- 
ed and well eſtabliſhed one. 

That this is the Seriprure Notion of Per- 
feltion, is manifeſt ; Firff, From the ule of 
this Word in Scripture. Secondly, From 
the CharaQters and Deſcriptions of the beſt 
_ State which any ever aQually 
attained, or to which we are invited and 
exhorted. 

B 2 1. From 


% 


1. From the uſe of -the Word, Where- 
ever we-find any mention of Perfe#ion in 
deripture, if we examine the place well, 
we{hall find nothing more inteaded, than 
Uprightneſs and Integrity, an unblameable 
and unreproveable Life, a State well ad- 
vanced in Knowledge and Virtue: - Thus 
Upright and Perfe& arc uſed as terms 'equi- 
valent, Job 1. And that man was perfet# and 
wpright, fearing God and eſchewing evil; and 
Plalm 37. 37. Markithe perfet# man, and 
behold the upright man, oo the end of that 
man is peace, Thus again, when God ex- 
horts Abraham to Perfeftion, Gen. 17.1. I 
am the Almighty God: walk before me and be 
thou perfet#t, all that he exhorts him to,” is'a 
ſteady Obedience to all his Commandments, 
proceeding from a lively Fear of, and Faith 
in him-; and. this is:the general uſe of this 
word. Perfet?, throughout the. 0/d. Tefta- 
ment, namely, to ſignify a fincere and juſt 
Man, that 'feareth: God, and eſcheweth 
Evil, and is well fix'd and eſtabliſh'd in his 
Duty. In the New Teſtament, Perfedtiov 
ſigaifies the ſame thing which it does-in the 
0/4; that is, Univerſal Righteouſnels, and 
Strength, and Growth in it. Thvs. the 
Perfed# Man, 2 Tim. 3. 17. is one who is 
throug hly furniſhed to every good work. Thus 
St. Pasl tells us, Colof 4. 12; that Epephres 
laboured fervently in prayers for the Coloſſians, 
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that they might ſtand perfet# and compleat in 
all the will of God. In James 1. 4. the Per- 
fed Man is one, Who is entire, lacking no- 
thing, i-e.. one who is advanced to a Mats- 
rity of Virtue through Patience and Expe- 
rience, and is fortified and eſtabliſhed in 
Faith, - Love, and Hope. In this ſenſe of 
the word Perfet?, . St. Peter prays for thoſe 
to whom he writes his Epiſtle, 1 Pez. 5. 10. 
But the God of all grace, whocalled us into his 
eternal glory by - Chriſt Jeſus, after that ye 
have ſuffered awhile, make you perfect, fta- 
bliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you. When St. Paul 
exhorts the Hebrews to go on to Perfettion, 
Heb. 6. he means nothing by it, but that 
ſtate, of Manhood which conſiſts in a well 
ſetled' Habit of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
This is plain, firft from wer. 11, 12. of this 
Chapter, where he himſelf more fully ex- 
plains his own meaning ; end we deſire that 
every one of you do ſhew the ſame atligen e, 
to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end ; 
that ye be not ſlothful, but followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit th- pro- 
wiſe, Next from the latter end of the 
5" Chapter ; where we diſcern what gave 
occaſion to his Exhortation ; there diſtin- 
guiſhing Chriſtians into two Claſſes, Babes 
and Strong Men, i. e. Perfett. and Imper- 
fed, he deſcribes Both at large thus: For 
when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
| B. 3 | have 


V 


Religious Perfettion Explain d. 


_—_— 


— 


have need that one teach you ag ain which bethe 
fir##- principles of the oracles of God ; and 
are become ſuch as have need of milk, and not 
of ſtrong meat + for every one that ut milk 
is unskilful in the word of righteouſneſs; for 
he i sbabe ;, but ſtrong meat belongeth to them 
that are of full age, even thoſe who by reaſon 
of uſe have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern 
both good and evil, And though here the 
Apottle ſeems more immediately to regard 
the Perfection of Kynowleage, yet the Perfe- 
ton of Righteouſneſs mult never, in the 
Language of the Scripture, be ſeparated 
from it. Much the ſame Remark mult I 
add concerning the Integrity of Righteouſ- 
neſs,and the Chriſtians Progreſs or Advance 
init. Thoughthe Scripture, when it ſpeaks 
of Perfettion, do ſometimes more direQly 
refer to the one, and ſometimes to the 
other ; yer we muſt ever ſuppoſe that they 
do mutually imply and include oxe another ; 
fince. otherwiſe the Notion of Perfet#;on 
would be extreamly maimed and incom- 
pleat. Tl inſiſt therefore no longer on the 
uſe of the Words Perfed# and Perfedion in 
Scripture : But as a further Proof that my 
Notion of Perfet#ion is truly Seriptural, 1 
will ſhew, 

2. That the ucmoſt Height , to which 
the Scripture exhorts. us, is nothing more 
than a ſteady Habit of Holineſs ; that the 

brighteſt 
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brighteſt Ehardtters it gives of the Perfett 
Max, the lovelieft Deſerietion it make us 
of the PerfeZeſt State,” are all made up of 
the Natural and confeſſed Properties of a 
Ripe Habit. There is no Controverſy thac 
I know of, about the nature of a Habit, 
every Man's Experience inftrutts him in 
the whole Philoſophy of it; We are all 
agreed, that it is a kind of Second Natare, 
that it makes us exert our ſelves with Deſire 
and Earne(tneſs, with Satisfation and Plea- 
ſure ; that it renders us fix'd ig our Choice, 
and conftant in our Actions, and-almoſt as 
averſe to thoſerhings which are repugnant 
to it, as weare to thoſe which arc diftaſte- 
ful and diſagreeable to our Nature. And 


that, in a word, it fo entirely and abſolute- 


ly poſſeſſes the Man, that the Power of it 


' is not to be refifted, nor the Empire of it to 


be ſhaken of 3 nor can it be removed and 
extirpated without the greateſt Labour and 
Difficulty imaginable. Al} this is a coft» 
feſt and almoſt palpable Truth in Hebits of 
Sin : And there is no reaſon why we ſhould 
not” aſcribe the ſame Forceand Efficacy to 
Habits of Virtue; eſpecially if we confider 
that the ſtrength , eaſineſs, and pleaſure 
which belong #4tur ally to theſe Habits, re- 
ceive no {mall Acceſſion from the Sypernat «- 
re! Energy and Vigour of the Hoty Sprrir. 
I will therefore in few words ſhew how char 

. B 4 State 
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State of Righteouſneſs which the Scriptire 
invites us to, as our Perfedion, direQtly 
anſwers this account I have given of an 
Habit. 

Is Habit in general a ſecond Nature ? 
This State of Righteouſneſs is in Scripture 
called the New Man, Ephel. 4. 24. the New 
Creatare, 2 Cor. 5. 17. the Divize Nature, 
2 Pet. 1. 4, Does it conſequently Rule and 
Govern Man? Hear how St. Paul expreſ(> 
ſes this Power -of the Habit of Holineſs in 
himſelf, Gal. 2. 20. I am crucified with 
Chriſt ; nevertheleſs I live, yet nos I, but 
Chriſt liveth in me; and the life which I 
now live in the fleſb, 11ive by the faith of "the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf 
forme, This isa conſtant Effetd of Habits, 
and- is equally diſcernable in Thoſe of Vice 
and Virtue, that they ſway and govern the 
Man they polleſs ; Rom. 6.16. Know ye not, 
that to whom ye yield your ſelves ſervants ta 
obey, his ſervants ye are to whom ye obey ; 
whether of | fin unto death, or of obedience un: 
fo righteouſneſs ? ! 

Shall I go onto a more diſtin and par- 
ticular Conſideration of the Propertics of 
an Habit ? The firf is, a great Averſion for 
thoſe things which are contrary to ir, or 
obſtruCt us in the Exerciſe of it. Andthis 
is direQly the Diſpoſition of the Perfett 
Man towards Temprations and Sing; be is 

| now 
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now- aſhamed of -thoſe things which before 
he gloriedia ; he is fl&&, with an Boly In- 
dignation.againſt thoſe things which beſore 
he cook: Pleaſure in z and what before he 
courted. with- Fondaeſs, and Paſſiog, he 
now ſhuns with Fear-and Vigilance. In 
brief, the Scriprare deſcribes ſuch an one as 
poſſeſſed with an utter Hatred and Abhor- 
reace. of every Evil way, and as an irre» 
concilable Enemy to every thing that is an 
Enemy to his Virtue and his God, . Thus 
Plal.119.163. 1 hate and abhor lying, but thy 
law ao T love ; and .verſe 128. Therefore 1 
eſteem all thy precepts concerning all things to 
be right,. and I hate every fel way, And 
this is a Genuine and Natural Effe& of .In- 
tegrity or Uprightneſs of Heart 5 whence 
*tis the Obſervation of our Saviour, Matth. 
6.24.. No man can ſerve two maſters ; for ei» 
ther he will hate the one, and love the other, 
or elſe be will hold to the one and deſpiſe the 
other. And indeed every where a Hatred, 
a perfeft Hatred of Evil, is accounted as 
a neceſſary Conſequence of the Love of 
God; Pſal. 37. 10. Te that love the Lord, 
bite Evil : And therefore the P/a/mift re- 
ſolves to praftiſe himſelf what he - pre- 
{cribes to others ; P/ad. 101. 2, 3. Iwillbe- 
have my ſelf wiſely in a perfe# way : O when 
wilt thow come unto me? 1 will walk within 
my houſe with a perfelt heart : 1 will ſet no 
: wicked 
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wicked thing before mine tyes : I hate the work 
of them that turn aſide, it ſhall not cleave to 
me. And how can this be otherwiſe? The 
Love of God muſt neceſſarily imply an 
Abhorrence of Evil; and that Habir which 
confirms and increaſes the one , muſt con+-' 
firm and increaſe the other too. 

2. The Nexs Property of an Habit is, 
That the 44ions which flow from it are 
( if we meet not with violent oppoſition ) 
performed with Exſe and Pleaſare : What 
is Nateral, is pleaſant and eaſy, and He- 
bit is a Second Nature. - When the love of 
Virtue, and the hatred of Vice have once 
rooted themſelves in the Soul, what can 
be more riatural than to follow after the 
one, and ſhun the other ? Since this is no 
more than embracing and enjoying what 
we love, and turning our backs on what 
we deteſt. This therefore is one conſtanc 
CharaQter of Perfe#ion in Scripture : De- 
light and Pleaſure are every where ſaid to 
accompany the Praftice of Virtue, when 
it is once grown up to Strength and Matu- 
rity: The ways of wiſdom are ways of plea- 
ſantneſs, and all her paths are peace, Prov, 
3. 17. Perfett love caſteth out fear, 1 Joh. 
4.18. And to him that loves, the com- 
mandments of God are not grievous, 1 Joh. 
5. 3- Hence it is, that the good Man's de- 
light is in the Law of the Lord, and that he 
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meditates therein day and night, Pial. 1. 2, 
Nor does he delight lefs in Acton than Me- 
ditation, but grows 1n Grace as much as 
Knowledge; and abounds daily more and 
more in Good Works, as he increafes in the 
Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt. Conſonant to 
this Property of Perfe:tion it Is, thar in 
P/alm 19. and 119. and elſewhere fre- 
quently, we hear the P/almift expreſſing a 
kind of inconceivable Joy and Tranſport 
in the Meditation and PraQtice of the Com» 
mands of God. S$o the firſt Chriſtians, 
who ſpent their Lives in Devotion, Faith, 
and Charity, are ſaid, 4&s 2. 46. to have 
eaten their meat with gladneſs and fingleneſs 
of heart. And *tis a delightful Deſcription 
we have of the Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 6. 10. as 
ſorrowful, yet alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet 
making many rich ;, as having nothing, yet 
poſſeſſing all things. 

3. Vigor and Adivity, or much Earneſt- 
#eſs and Application of Mind, is a Third 
Property of an Habit. * Tis impoſlible nor 
to be intent upon thoſe things for which we 
have even an Hiabit#al! Paſhon, if this Ex- 
preſſion may be allowed me; an Inclination 
which has gathered Strength and Authori- 
ty from Cuſtom, will exert it {elf with 
ſome warmth and brisknels. Now cer- 
tainly there is nothing more frequently re- 


quired of, ar attributed ro the Perfec? Man 
in 
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in Scripture , than Zyal and Fervency of 
Spirit in the ways of God ; ang no won- 
der ; for when Aftions flow at once from 
Principles and Cuſtom ; whea they ſpring 
from Love, and are attended by Pleaſure, 
and are incited and quicken'd by Faith and 
Hope too; how can it be, but that we 
ſhould repeat 'em with ſome Eagerneſs, 
and feel an Holy Impatience as often as we 
are hinder'd or diſappointed? And as the 
nature of the thing ſhews, that thus it 
ought to be, {0 are there innumerable In- 
ſtances in the Old Teſtament and the New, 
which make it evident that thus it was, Shall 
I mention the Example of our Lord, who 
went about doing good, AQts 10. 38,? Shall 
I propoſe the Labours and Travels of 
St. Paul? "Theſe Patterns it may be will be 
judged by ſome too bright and dazling a 
Light for us to look on, or at leaſt too per- 
fect for us to copy after ; and yet St. John 
tells us,. That he who ſays he abides in him, 
ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as he 
walked, 1 John 2. 6. . And we are exhorted 
to be followers of the Apoſtles, as they were of 
Chrift. Burt it the Fervency of Chriſt and 
St. Paw! ſeemed to have fſoar'd out of the 
reach of our Imitation, we have Inferior 
Inſtances enough, to prove the Zeal and 
Fruitfulneſs of Habitua/ Goodneſs. Thus 
David ſays of himſelf, P/4l. 119. 10, Vith 
| my 
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my whole heart have 1 ſought thee. And Jo- 
ftah, 2 Kings 23.25. is {aid to have turned 
to the Lord with all his ſoul, and with all bis 
might. How fervent was Anna, who de- 
parted not from the temple, but ſerved God 
with faſtings and prayers night and day, Luk. 
2. 37.! How charitable Tabitha, who was 
fall of good: works and almſdeeds which ſhe 
did, AQts 9. 36.? Where ſhall I place 
Cornelis? With what words ſhall I ſet out 
his Virtues? With what but thoſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt, AQts 10.2. He was « devout 
man, and one that feared God with all his 


houſe, which gave much alms to the people, and - 


prayed to God alway. But peradventure 
ſome may imagine, that there is ſomething 
ſingular and extraordinary: in 'theſe Emi- 
nent Perſons, which we muſt never hope 
to:equal; but muſt be content to follow 
them” at-a vaſt Diſtance, Well, let this 
be ſo; What have we to ſay to whole 
Churches animated by the ſame Spirit of 
Zeal? Whatarewe to think of the Churches 
of Macedonia, whole Charity St.-Paul thus 
maz2nifies, 2 Cor. 8. 2, 3. In agreat trial of 
affliftion, the abundance of their joy and their 
deep poverty abounded to the riches of their 
liberality. For to their power I bear record, 
yes, and beyond their power, they were willing 
of themſelves, And St. Paul declares him- 
ſelf perſuaded of the Romans, that they 


were 
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were full of goodneſs, filled with all know- 
ledge; Rom. 15. 14. And of the Corinthi- 
ns he teſtifies, That they were enriched in 
every thing , and cam? behind in no gift, 
x Cor. 1. 5, 6. That they did abound in all 
things, in faith, in diligence, &C. 2 Cor, 8. 7, 
I will (top here; 'tis in vain to heap up 
more Inſtances: I have ſaid enough to 
ſhew , That Vigor and Fervency in the 
Service of God, is no miraculous Gift, no 
extraordinary Prerogative of ſome peculiar 
Favourite of Heaven, but the natural and 
inſeparable Property of a well-confirmed 
Habit of Holinels, 

Laſtly ; Is Conſtzvcy and Stradineſs the 
Property of an Habit ? It is an undoubted 
Property of Perfeition too. In Seripture 
Good Mea are every where repreſented as 
ſtanding faſt in the faith; ftedfaft and un» 
moveable in the works of God; holding faſt 
their integrity : Ta one word, as conftantly 
following after Righteouſneſs, and main- 
taining a good Conſcience towards God 
and Man., And ſo Natural is This toone 
Habitnally good, that St. John affirms of 
{uch a one, that he cannot fin; 1 Joh. 3. 9. 
Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit 
fin, for his ſeed remaineth in him, and he 
cannot fin, becauſe he is born of God. Ac> 
cordingly, Job is faid to have feared God, 
«xd eſchewed evil; which muſt be under- 
{tood 
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ſtood of the conſtant courſe of his Life. 
Agbaryand Elizabeth are {aid to be righte- 
o8s., , walking in all the commandments 4 
Gund blameleſs, Luk. 1.6. Enoch, Noah, 
David; and other excellent Perſons, who 
are pronounc'd by God Rizhteass, and Juſt, 
and PerfedF, are faid.in Seriptureynlo walk 
with God, to. ſerve him with a perfet# heart, 
with 8. fall purpoſe of heart to cleave to him, 
and the like. And thjs- is that Conſtancy 
which Chriſtians are often, exhorted to ; 
Watch ye, ſtand faft in the faith, quit ye like 
mee, be ſtrong, x Cor. 16.13. And of which 
the firſt Followers of. our Lord left us ſuch 
remarkable poles. | The Diſciples are 
_ - have beer continually in che 'Tem- 
ple; 6/rffing aud preifixg God, Luk. 24. And 
the {rf C. wry aryse7 to have continued 
ftedfaftly in the Apoſtles dotFrims und fellows 
(bip, . and jn breaking of: bread ,- and in pray- 
ers, Atts 2. 42+ © | 

Thus I think I have ſufficiently cleared 
my Notion of Perfeitiow from Seriptare : 
Nor-need I multiply-more Texts,” to prove 
what I think-no man can doube of, unleſs 
he miftake the main Deſign and End of the 
Gaſpe/;\ which is to. raiſe and-exalt us to a 
fteady Habit of Holineſs : The exd of the 
commandment, {aith St. Paul, x Tum. 1. 5. 
i charity out of a pure heart, and of a good 
conſcience, and of faith unfeigned. _ 
the 
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the utmoſt Perfettion Man is capable of, to 
have his Mind eolightned, and: his Heart 
purified ; and to be-inform'd, aRted, .and 
mfluenc'd by Faith and Love, as by a vital 
Principle : And all this is efleatial $0'Habi- 
tual Goodneſs. -- 001g 2!" 

[foany one delice further Light or Saril- 
faction10 -this\ Matter ,_ let. im. read':the 
Eighth Chaprer tothe Romans, and he will 
ſoon acknowledge, that: he there finds the 
ſubſtance of what I have hitherto advan- 
ced.. There, though: the Word it: ſelt:be 
not found, the Thing called Perfeidiow'is 
deſcribed-in all che Strengrh and Beauty, in 
all the Pleaſure .and: Advantages / of cit : 
Thece: the Diſciple of - Jeſa is:repreſented 
as one who walks not 'after the feſb, but after 
the ſpirit ; as one whom the law of the ſpirit 
of life in Chriſt-Jeſas has ſet free. from the 
law of fin-and death.; one who & qema, does 
not mind or reliſh the things of 'the fleſh, but 
the things of the Spirit; one in whom the 
Spirit. of Chriſt dwells: He does not ftand 
at the Door, and-knock ; he does not make 
a tranlent viſit ; but here he reigas, and 
rules, and inhabits : One finally, 1a whom 
the body is dead becauſe of ſin; but 'the'\ ſpirit 
is life becauſe of righteon[neſs. And the 
Reſulc of all this: is. the Joy and: Confis 
dence, the Security and Eranſportthat be- 
comes the. Child of God. Te have not recei+ 
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ved the ſpirit of bondage again to fear; but ye 
have reveived the ſpirit of adoption, whereby 
we try Abba, Father. The Spirit it ſelf beareth 
witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the thil- 
dren of God; and if children, then heirs , 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt. 
And now *tis no wonder, if the: Perfe# 
Mart long for the revelation of the glory of 
the ſons of God; if hecry our in Rapture, 
If God be for mie, who can be againſt me ? 
Whoſball lay any thing to the charge of God's 
HleF ?. Who ſball ſeparate me from the love of 
Chriſ? and ſoon. If any one would ſee 
the Perfe# Man deſcribed in Fewer words; 
he needs 'but caft his &ye on Rom. 6. 22. 
But now being made free from ſin, and become 
ſervants to 1 ye have your fruit unto holt- 
neſs, and the end everlaſting life. 
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CHAP. IL 


T his Notion of Perfeftion countenanced 
by all ſides. 


'A Fter I have ſhewed that this Notion 
of Perfeftion is warranted by Reaſon 

and Scripture; I ſee not why I ſhould be 
very {olicitous whether it door do not claſh 
with tho Opinions of _ But che truth 
5; 


" 
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is, if we examine not fo much the Expre/- 
ſions and Words, as the Senſe and Meaning 
of all Parties about this Matter, we ſhall 
find them well enough greed in it at the 
bottom. And ?*tis'no 'wonder, if - ( nor- 
withſtanding feveral incidental Di/putes ) 
they ſhould yer agree in the Main : Since 
the Experience of Mankind does ealily 
teach us what ſort of Perfeition Human 
Nature is capable of ; and what can, or can+ 
not aftually be attained by Man. The Pe-+ 
lagians did not contend for an Angelical 
Perfeion, nor St. Auſtin deny ſuch a one 
gs was truly /xitable 10 Man : Fhe oze 
could not be fo far a Stranger to Human 
Natere, as to exempt it in reality from thoſe 
Errors and DefeAs which the beſt of men 
complain of, and labour againſt. Nor 
was St. Auſtiz {0 little acquainted with the 
Power of the Goſpel, and of the Spirit, as 
not to be well enough aſſured that Man 
might be Hubitually Good ; and that ſuch 
were influenced and aQted by a firm Faith, 
and 'a fervent Love, and well-grounded 
Hope. The Dz/pate between Them then, 
concerning Perfe#ion, did not confiſt in 
This, Whether Men might be * Habitually 
good ?\ This was in reality acknowledg'don 
Both ſides :iNor, Whether the Beſt Men 
were ſubje& to Defets? For This too Both 


ſides could not but be ſenſible of : But in 
theſe 
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theſe ' rv. things eſpecially ; Firfft, What 
was tO be attributed to Grace, what to Na- 
ture? And this relates not to the Definition 
or Eſſence of Perfeion , but to the Sourre 
and Origine of it, Secondly ; Whether 
thoſe Irregular Motions, DefeQts, and Er- 
rors, to which the beſt Men were ſubject, 
were to bt accounted Szs, or not? Nei- 
ther the one ſide nor the other then, as far 
as | candiſcern, did in truth miſtake rhe 
Nature of Human Perfeftion : Each pla- 
ced it in Habitaal Righteouſneſs ; the one 
contended for no more, nor did the other 
contend for /e/s int the Perfe# Man. And 
when the oxe aſſerted him free from $i, 
he did not afſert bim free from Defe?s : 
And while the other would not allow the 
beſt Man to be without Six, they did nor 
by Six underſtand any thing elfe, but ſuch 
Diſorders, Oppoſitions to, or Deviations from 
the Law of. God, as the Pelagian himſelf 
muſt needs own to be in the Perfe# Man. 
'The Diſpute then was not wher Man might 
or might not attain to; for Both ſides 
agreed him capable of the ſame Habirus! 
Righteouſneſs ; Both ſides allowed him 
ſubje& to the ſame Fraitties : Bur one fide 
would have theſe Frailries accounted Sins; 

and the other would por. 
Numerous imdeed have been rhe Con- 
troverſies berween the Popiſh and Reformed 
C 2 Churches, 
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Churches, about Precept and Counſel, Mortal 


and Venial Sin, the Poſſibility of fulfilling 
the Law of God, the Merit of Good Works, 
and ſuch like. But after all, if weenquire 
what that Height of Virtue is, to which 
the beſt of Men may arrive ; what thoſe 
Frailties and Infirmities are, to which they 
are ſubje& ; *twere I think eaſy to ſhew, 
that the Wiſe and Good are on. all hands 
agreed about this, Nor does 1t much. con- 
cerna my preſent purpoſe, in what ſenſe, or 
on what account Papiſts think: ſome Sins 
Venial, and Proteftauts deny them to be 
ſo; ſince neither the one. nor the other 
exempt the Perfei# Man from Infirmities, 
nor aſlert any other Height or Perfet#ion, 
than what conſiſts in a conſummate and 
welkeſtabliſh'd Habit of Virtue... Some 
Men may and do talk very extravagantly ; 
but it is very hard to.imagine that: Sober 
and Pious Men ſhould run in with them, 
Such, when they.talk of Fulpling the Law 
of God, and keeping his Commandmeats; 
muſt ſurely underſtand this of .the Law of 
God in a Gracious and Equitable ſenſe : And 
this is no more than what the Scripture al- 
ſerts of every. ſincere Chriſtian. When they 
talk of I know not what tranſcendent Per- 
feition in Monkery, they muſt ſurely -mean 
nothing-more, than that Poverty, Chaſtity, 


and Obedience, are Heroick Inſtances of 
Faith 
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Faith-and Love, of Poverty of Spirit, and 
Purity of Heart; and thatan Aſcerick Dilci- 
pligezs:the moſt compendious and etfeCtual 
way toaconſummate Habit of Righteoul- 
nels. , Fizally, By the DiltinQion ot Precept 
and Counſel, ſuch can never intend ſurely 
more than This, That we are obliged to 
ſomethings under pain of Damnation; to 
others, by the Hopes of greater-Degrees of 
Glory : For "tis not eaſy for me to compre- 
head, that any Man, whoſe Judgment is 
not enflav'd to the DiRtates of his Parry, 
ſhould deny either of theſe two Truths. 
s. That'whatever is neither forbidden nor 
commanded by any Law of God, is Izdiffe- 
rent. 2. That'ino Man can do more than 
love the Lord his God with all his Hearr, 
with all his Soul, and with all his Might, \ 
and his Neighbour as himfelf. I ſay, there 

is no Degree or Inftance of Obedience, that 

is not-compriſed within the Latitude and 
Perfett:on of theſe Words. Burt whatever 

fomeof the Church of Rome, or it may be 

the greater part of*it may think'; 7 his, 

'tis plain was the Senſe -of the Ancients, 

St. Auſtin (a) could never underſtand any ,, 
Merit or Excellence in thoſe things that cuugue yy 


were matter of Counſel,not Precepr, unleſs jvbentur , 
ſed ſpecialt 


confilio monentur, tum ref? fiunt, cum referuntur ad di.igend.m Deum, Q 
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they flowed from, and had regard to the 
Love of God and our Neighbour. And 
 (b) 4:90. Caſſhan's (b) Excellent Monks reſolved all 
\ in«-e+9%» the value of ſuch things to conlift. in their 
ws. tendency to promote Apoſtolical Purity 
18; Vides and Charity. And Gregory Nazianzty («} 
= , © thought it very extravagant, to pretend to 
| ns be be Perfedter than the Rule, and Exadter 
 ebfervars than the Law, 
ng miſe non poluant, Media efe wanifefiom eff, ut pats | Nuptiat , 
| agriculruram, divas, ſolitudris Kemutionem, &c. . Caiſin. Colla 


Talem igitur Defnitionemn ſuprs Jejunis, 8c, Nec in ipſe ſpei nefite rerminuw 
defigamut , ſed ut per 1pſum ad puritatem Cordii & Apaſtolicam Charitaton 


e peſos; Thid. : : ha 
(c) MndY 7% 10puv ropu nwTreys, tudV AapemTesTHCNS Tv $w7Ve, ww 
Gi ago hros ivbumnegsy winds mis meas dan bmgye. Greg, Nazian, 


The Qxskers have made much noiſe and 
nc about the DoQrine of Pexfetion, and 
ave refleQted very ſeverely gn nary ta 
C. 


ſubverting the great DeGga of our Re 
demption ( which is _—_ from Sia ) 
pou upholding the Kingdom of Darkneſs : 
ut with what Jafhce, will caſil appear 
when I have repreſented their Seafe, whi 
T will da very Impartialy, and ig as few 
ta) AKey and plain words as I can, Mr. W,.P. (4) 
; b tells us, That They 1 far Infallibly and 
M2 Perfett, as they are led by the Spirit... This 
is indeed 7rue, but "tis mere trifling : For 
Thu. is an Infallibility and PerfeTion which. 
no man denies, who believes in the Hoy 


Ghef' 
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Ghoſt; ſince whoever follows His Gui- 
dance muſt be in the right, unleſs rhe Holy 
Ghoſt himſelf be in the wrong ? He urges, 
'ris true, a great number of Scriptures to 
ſhew ( they are his own words) that a State 
of Perfettion from Sin ( though not in ful- 
neſs of Wiſdom and Glory ) is attainable in 
this Life ; But this is too dark and ſhort a 
hint to infer the Senſe of his Parry from it. 


Mr. Ed. Burrowghs (ec) is more full : We (:) princi- 


believe (faith he) that the Saints upon Earth 
may receive forgiveneſs of Sins, and may be 
perfettly freed from the Body of Sin and 
Death, and in Chriſt may be perfe# and with» 


ont Sin, and may have viftory over all Tem- 


ptations, by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, And we 
believe every Saint that is called of God, 
onght to preſs after Perfe!Fion, and to overs 
come the Devil, and all his Temptathons #þok 
Earth: And we believe they that faithfully 
wait for it, ſhall obtain it, and ſhall be preſent- 
ed without Sin in the Image of the Fathey ; 
And ſuch walk not after the Fleſh, but aftes 
the Spirit, and ate in Covenant with God, 
and their ſins are blotted out, ani remembred 
no more ; for they ceaſe to commit ſin, being 
Born of the Seed of God. Tt by Sin here, 
he means, as he ſeems to do, Deliberate or 
Preſumptuons Sin 3 Ido not think any Efta- 
bliſh'd' Cherch, whether Proteſtant or Po- 


ples of 
TruthSe. 


piſb, Teaches otherwiſe, Mr. Barchay (f) (fr) au 
4 gOCcs Tel. 8. 
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goes very Methodically to work, apd firſt 
ets down the-ftace of the Queſtion ; then 
confutes hoſe that differ from Him ; an 
{wers their QbjeQtions out of Seriprary ; and 
{aſtly, eftabliſhes/his own Dofrine. As to 
the Perfection which he aſſerts, he lets us 
know, That it is to be derived from the 
Spirit' of Chriſt; that it conlifts not m an 
Impoſſibilicy of Sinning, but a Poſlibility 
of not Sinning ; And that his Perfe Man 
is capable of daily Growth and Improves, 
ment. When to This I have added, that 
he ſpeaks all alopg of 7hat which we call 
Wilful Sin, as appears from his Neſcripti- 
on of #t ; for he calls it, Iniquity, Wickeds 
neſs, Impurity, the Service of Satan, and 
attributes ſuch Effefts to it as belong not at 
all ro what. wecall Sing of Infirmity ; when, 
I ſay, Thzs is. added. to render his Senſe 
lear,'Þ' can readily ſubſcribe to him : For 
know no ſuch DoQtrines in our Church as 
'Thoſe which he. there -oppoſes; namely 
that the Regernerate are. to live ia Sw, and 
that their Good Works are Impure and Sins 
F#l. But then, he either, miſtakes the 
Main Point in . Debate, or  prudently..de- 
lines it; For the Queſtion is not, Whether 
good Men may live in. Mortal or Wilful 
S:a,' but whether good Men are not ſubje&q 
to Frailijes and Infirmities, which are ins 
deed Sixs, though not impat able vooer the 
3 | OVE- 


Reo wee org note ent ae, A. 4A H&E 3 


' me for this, as I am with chem, for afſerg- 
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Covenantof Grate? Whether the Quakers 
are. not in' this Point Pelagians, 1 do nor 
now enquire ; -becaule 3f they be, they are 
already conſidered, Twothiogs there are 
in Mr. Barclay's: ſtate 'of the Queſtion, 
which] cannor-ſo well approve of ; the 
One is, that he exprefles himſelf fo jnjudi- 
ciouſly about the growth and improve- 
ment of his Perfef# Man, that he ſeems to 
forget the Difference the Scriptures make be- 
tween Babes and full Grown Men ia Chriſt, 
and to place PerfeQtion ſo-low in reference 
to Poſitive Righteauſnels,; or Virtue, as it 
ie. conſiſted in Negative only, or ceaſing 
from Siq- . The Qther is, That though he 
does. pat peremptorily-affirm a-State of Inv- 
peccability attainable, in! chis Life, yer -he 
ſeems incliged- to Relieve it; and imagines 
it- coufitenanced by '1-Jobn: 3. g. But be 
ought to, have confider'd, That whatever 
Impeccability may be inferr'd from that 
Text; it is' attributed, not to ſome extraor- 
dinary Perſons, but to: all whoſoever they 
be that are Bora of God; but this-is out of 
my way. All that I am to obſerve upon 
the whole is, that Theſe Men- place Per- 
fettion eſpecially in refraining from Sin: I 
advance higher, and place it in a well-ſet- 
led Habit of Rightequſnels. And I, be- 
lieve they will be as little diſſatisfied with 


ing 
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ing the Perfet ManTreed from Sin. For 
as Mr. Barelsy exprefles 'himſelf,, I think 
he has in reality no Adverſarics but '4ztins- 
mimms and Ranters.”' + | 

As to That Perfe&ion which is magnifi- 
ed by Myſtical Writers; ſome of Them have 
only darken'd and obſcured the plain ſenfo 
of the Goſpel, by figurative and unintelli- 
gible Terms. Thoſe of them which write 
with more life and heat than other Men or- 
dinarily-do;' recommerd-nothing bur that 
Holineſs which begins in the Fear, and is 
confummate in the Love of God; which 
enlightens the Mind; -purifies'the' Heart, 
and fixes and unites Man ro his ſovereign 
Good, that is, :God':' And I am ſure 1 
ſhall not differ with Theſe. 

There are, I confeſs, almoſt innumeras 
ble ſayings of the Fathers which ſufficient- 
ly teſtify how little-Friends they were to 
Perfeiion, in ſuch a Notion of it-as'is to0 
generally embraced in the Church of Rome, 
The Primitive Spirit breathed nothing but 
Humility : Tt was a profeſſed Enemy to all 
ſelf Confidence and Arrogance, to Super- 
erogation and Merit; and it invited Men 
earneſtly to refle& upon the fins and flips of 
Life, and on that Oppoſition which the Law 
of the Body maintains againſt the Law of 
the Mina, in ſomedegree or other, in the 
Be# Men. This Conſideration forced the 
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Biſbop of. Condom to that plain and honeſt 
Confeſſion, Itaque Tuſtitia: noſtra- licet per 
Charitatis Infuſionem fit vera, &c. Though 
our Righteouſneſs, becauſe of that Love 
which the Spirit ſheds abroad in our hearts, be 
ſincere and real, yet is it not abſolute and con« 
" ſummate, becauſe of the!oppoſition of Concu« 
piſcence : So that it is an indiſpenſable Duty 
of. Chriſtianity, £ perpetually bewailing the 
errors of. life : refore we are oblig d bum- 
bly to confeſs with St, Auſtin, That our Rich- 
teonſneſs in this Life, confijts rather'in the 
pardon of our Sins, than in the perfettion of 
our Virtues. All ghis is undoubtedly-true, 
but concerns not me; I never dream of 
any.man's paſſing the courſe of Lifewihout 
Sin : Nor doI contend for ſuch a Perfet7j- 
on as St. Aaitin calls Abſolute, which will 
admit of. no Increaſe, and 45- exempt 
from DefeQs and Errors. Though on the 
other hand, I confeſs, I cannot bar think, 
ſome carry this matrer too far ; and 'while 
they labour to abate the Prideand Confidence 
of man, give too-much encouragement to 
Negligence and Preſumption. 1 cannor ſee 
how frequent Relapſes into Deliberate Afts: 
of Wickednefs, ,can conſiſt with a well fer- 
led and eſftabliſh'd Habisr of Goodneſs. 
The heat of Diſpute in-ſome, and a fort of 
Implicite Faith for their Authority in others, 
has produced many wnwary Tae, and 
oubt 
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I doubt very «»/ound and pernicious Notjs 
ons abour\this .matrer. | ; 


/ 
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Inferences deduced from the Notion of 
| Perfebtion, | 


H Aving in the two former Chapters fix'd, 
.the Notion of Religious Perfettion, 
and prov'diit conſonant to Reaſon and Seri» 
ptere,.and not ſo only, but alſo made it 
appear, that it is countenanced by the 
Unanimous Conſent of .4#, who have ever 
handled This Subje&t.. I have nothing 
now to da, but by way of Inference to. 
repreſent .the 4dvanteges we may reap 
from it. | 

I, {tis from hence plain, That Perfe#ion 
muſt not; be placed in Fantaſtick Speculati- 
ons, or Voluntary Obſervances, but in the 
ſolid and uſeful Yirtues of the Goſpel. in 
the Works of Faich, .the. Labour oo Love, 
and the Patience of Hope; in the Purity 
and Humility of a Child of Light; inthe 
Conſtancy. and Magnanimity which be- 
comes one who has brought the Body into 
ſubje&ion, - and has ſet his AﬀeCtions on. 
things above.. This ſtate of Perfeiop 7h 

we 
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well -enough deſcribed by the Rule of 
St. Bennet. Ergo his omnibus FHumilitatis 
Gradibus aſctnſis, Monachus mox ad Charit a+ 
tem, &o. The Monk having paſſed through 
theſe ſeveral Stages of Humility or Mortift- 
cation, will arrive at that Love of God which 
eaſteth out Fear ; by which he will be enabled to 
perform all things with Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
and, as it were, Naturally, which before he 
perform'd with Reluftancy and Dread; being 
'now- moved and atted, not by the terrors of 
Hell, but by « delight in Goodneſs, and the 
force of an excellent Habit : Both which , 
Chriſt by his Spirit wouchſafes to increaſe and 
exalt in his Servant now cleans d and purg'd 
from all Sin and Vice. 

2. This Notion of Perfe7;on proves all 
Men to lie under an Oblig ation to it : For as 
All are capable of an Habit of. Holineſs, fo 
is it the Duty of All to exdeawonr after it. 
If PerfeiFion were indeed an Amngelical 
State ; if it did conlilt in an Exemption 
from all DefeQs and Infirmities, and in 
ſuch an Elevation of Virtue, co which no- 
thing can be added ; then I confeſs, all Di- 
fronrſes of it, and much more all A4ztempts 
after it, would be vain and inſolent too, 1F 
again, it did conſiſt in ſome Heroick Pitch of 
Virtue, which ſhould appear to have ſome 
thing ſo fingular in it, -as ſhould make it 
look more like a Miracle than @ Daty, it 
were 
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were thento be expetted but once ittan Ages 
from ſome Extraordinary Perſon, called to 
it by Peculiar 17/pirations, and Exeraordi- 
nary Gifts. Bur it Chriſtian Perfeftion be, 
as I have proved, only' a well confirmed 
Habit of Goodnels; if it differ from Since- 
rity only, when Sincerity is in its Weakneſs 
and Infancy, not when grows up, then 'tis 
plain, that every Chriſtian lies under an Ob- 
ligation to it. Accordingly the Scripture 
exhorts All zo perfe# holineſs in the fear of 
God, to go on to perfettion, Heb. 6. and it 
aſſigns this as one greatend of the inſtitati- 
_ on of a ſtanding Miniſtry in the Churches of 
Chriſt, namely , che perfetting the ſaints, 
the edifying the body of Chriſt ; tillwe all come 
inthe unity of the faith, and of the knowled:e 
of the Son of God, unto a perfett man, unto 
the meaſure of the flature of the fulneſs of 
Chriſt, Epheſ. 4. 12, 13. And hence it is, 
that we find the 4poſftles purſuing this great 
End, by their Prayers and Labours, carneſt- 
ly contending and endeavouring to preſent 
all Chriſtians Perfe before God, 1 Thell. 
3. 10. Night and day praying exceedingly, 
that we might ſee your face, and might perfett 
that which is lacking in your faith, Colol. r. 
28. Whom we preach, warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wiſdom, that we 
may preſent every man perfe# in Chriſt Teſus, 
fee 1 Pet.'5. 10. Coloſ. 4.1;. Nay further, 
| the 
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the Scripture frequently. puts'us in-miad, 
that they are in a State of . Darger, who do 
not proceed and grow in Grace, and preſs on 
towards Perfettion. Now all this is very 
eaſily accountable, taking. Perfef#ion for a 
well ſetled Habit of Holineſs ; but on no 
other Notion of it. 

3+ This Account of Perfeion remoyes 
thoſe Seruples which are often - ſtarted 
about the Degrees of Holineſs and Meaſures 
of Duty, and are wont to diſturb the 
Peace, clog the Vigour, and damp the Ala- 
crity, of many well-meaning and good 
People. Nay, many of acute Parts and 
20 Learning, are often puzled about this 

atter ; Some teaching, that Man is not 
bound to do his beſt ; others on the quite 
contrary, that he is ſo far bound to ir, that 
he is always oblig'd to per/ue the moſt Per- 
fet# Duty, to chaſe the molt Perfet# Means, 
and to exert the atmoſi of thar Strengrh, 
and aQ according to the #tmoſt of that Ca- 
pacity with which God has endowed him. 
Now all theſe things, when we come to ap- 
ply theſe Genera! DoQtrines to Particular 
Inſtances, and a vaſt variety of Circumſtan- 
ces, have ſo much Latitude, Ambiguity, 
and Uncertainty in them, that Men of 
Tender Conſciences, and Defe&ive Under- 
ſanding, reap nothing from ſuch high- 
flown Indefinite Diſcourſes, but Dontts and 
Eeruples. 
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Scruples: It requires a ſtrong and penetra- 
tiog Judgment to refolve what is the uts 
moſt Extent of our Power and Capacity ; 
What the bet Mean, and what the mwo# 
perfe# Duty , when many preſent them- 
ſelves to us, and all variouſly circumitantia+ 
ted, But now, as I have ſtated Martets, 
we are bound indeed to purſue and labour 
after Growth and Improvement in the Love 
of God, and Charity cowards our Neigh- 
bour; in Purity, Humility, and. the like, 
And this we ſhall certainly do, if we be 
Sincere; in other Matters weareleft'to our 
Prudence, and if the Error of our Choice 
proceed only from at Error in Judement, 
not a Corruption in our Hearts, we are ſafe 
enough. 
- 4. *Tis very caly to diſcern» now where 
we ſtand in reference to PerfeFion; how 


remote we: are. from it, or how wear to-it.: 


For the ature of an Habit being plain and 
celligible, the EFeitsand Properties of it, 


obvious to the Meaneſt Capacity, 'tis eaſy. 


to determine upon an [mpartial Examine- 
tion, whether we be Habitnally Good orinoty 
or-what Approaches we have made towards 
it. And becauſe this is a Matter of no 
ſmall Importance , and Men are generally 
backward enough to advance too far-into: 
fuch Refletions and Applications , as:may 
breed any Diſturbance to their Peace, or any: 
Di- 
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Dimniiniition of their Good Opinion for them- 
ſelves, though neither the:one nor the other 
be too well grounded ;: 1 ſhall not think my 
time mi. ſpent; if I here take this task upon 
me ; atid endeavour by feyeral Particular 
deduQions, to lay every. Man's State as 
plainty-open'ro his View as I ca. - 

1. Then, from the Notion I have given 
of Perfet#iw, it appears, That if a Mans 
Life be very Uneven, Vacoaſtant , and 
ContradiQory to it felf ; if he be to day a 
Saint, and tomorrow a Sinner; if he yield 
to day to the Motives of the Goſpel, and Im- 
pulſes of the Spirit, and to morrow to the 
Sollicitations of the Fleſb, and Temptations 
of the World,he is far from being Perfed ; fo 
far, that there is not ground enough to con- 
clude him Sincere or Real; though Imperfet? 
Convert:The only certain Proof of Regenera- 
tion is Victory ; he that is born of God, over- 
tometh the World, t Joh. 5.4. Faithghough ic 
be True, is not preſently Saving,and Juſti- 
fying till it have ſubdued the Will, and cap- 
tivated the Heart, 5. e. till we begin to 
Live by Faith; which is evideat from That 
Corn in the Parable, which though it ſhot 
up, yet had it not Depth of Earth, nor 
Root enough, and therefore was withered 
ap, and brought forth »o fruic. Regret 
and Sorrow for Sin is aa Excellent Paſh- 
en, but till it has ſubdued our Corrupti- 
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ons, chang'd our. AﬀeQtions, and purified 
our Hearts, *ris not that Sawizg Repentance 
in the Apoſtle , 2 Cor, 7. 10. Godly [orrow 
worketh Repentance, not ta he''repinted of. 
We may have fudden Heats 'and' Paſſions 
for Virtue ;' but if they be too ſhory liv'd 
to implant it in us, «this is »ov that Charity 
or Love which animates and impregaates 
the New Creature-mentioned:, @w.. 5. 6. 
Faith working by Love. Laſtly, we may 
have good Purpoſes, Intentions, nay; Reſo- 
lutions ; but if theſe prove roi weak to 
obrain a Conqueſt over our Carraytions, tf 
they prove too weak to relilt the Tempte- 
t'ons we were wont to fall by, 'tis Thain 
that they are not ſuch as can demoaſtrate us 
Righteons, or entitle us to a Crown, which 
is promiſed to him that overcomerh, And 
here I cannot but remark, to how- little 
purpoſe Controverſies have been multiphed 
about the Juſtification of Man. "Tis one 
thing for God to juſtify us, i. e. to Pardom 
our $75, and account us Righteous, and hw 
Children ; and another for us to know, or 
be aſſured that he does ſo. 1F we enquire 
after the former, 'tis plain to: me that no 
Man can be accounted Righteous by God, 
till he really zs ſo: And when: the Mam: 3s 
Sandified throughout in Spirit , Soul, and 
Body ; then is he certainly Juftified, and 
not till then. And this I think As 
y 
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by all except Anrivomiant ; and whatever 
Difference there is amongſt Chriſtiens in this 
Matter”,- it lies in 'the Forms and Variety 
of F-xpreſſio#. They that contend carneſtly 
for the Neceſſity of Good works, donor, I 
ſuppoſe, imagine,” that the Works are Ho- 
ly, before the Hears is fo'; for as is the 
Fokntain ., fuch will be its Streams ; as 
s the Tyree, ſuch will be its Frairs, What 
Abſurdiry 'then is there in admitting that 
Men are juſtified\ before they bring forth 
Good Works ; if they cannot bring forth 
Good Works til} they be SanQtified and 
Chanp'd? On che other hand, they who con- 
retid 10 enrneſtly for Juſtification by Faith 
without Works, do not only ſuppoſe that 
the Man is throughly changed,by the Infaſs- 
0# of Habitudl Grace, but allo that this Grace 
as ſoon as it has opportunity, will exert and 
expreſs it {elf in good Works: And they do 
readily acknowkdge thar the Faith which 
does not wotk by Love, isan Hiftorical Un- 
anmared Faith. And if {d, bow natural is it 
to compriſe in that Holinefs which jefti- 
fries, not only the change of the Heart, but 
of the 4ons ? But here I think it is well 
worth the conſidering , whether that 
thorough Change in the zatare of a Sin- 
ner, which is called Holineſs, be now et- 
feted at once, and in a moment, and not 
rather gradvually and in time ? For this may 
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they bad brought forth any other Fruit of 


give ſome light: to che DoQtrine of Tuff 
cation, and\draw us off from Speculations 
and Theories, . to more Vſefuband PraRical 
Thoughts and: Diſcourſes about #. Tis 
true, in the Primitive times, when the 
ConviQion of. a Sinner was wrought by a 
dazling light, by Surpriſing Mirackes, by 
Exuberant Influxes of the Sp#irit, and the 
Concurrence of many extraordinary things, 
Santtification ( as in the Goaler and his Fg- 
mily, AQt. 16. ) might be begun and finsh+ 
ed in the ſame hour. But: doubt it is 
rarely (o with us at this 'day';z our Vices 
are not fo ſuddenly ſubdued, nor our Vir- 
tues ſo ſuddenly 1mplanted- Our Convi- 
Etions in the Beginning of Converſion, are 
feldom ſo full and clear as Theirs : And 
if we may judge by the Efeds , tis but 
ſeldom that.the Principle of a New Life. is 


infus'd in the /ame Plenty and Power it a 


pears to have been in Them. And if fo, 
then theſe things will follow ; x. Though 
in the firſt-P/aptation of the Goſpel Men 
being converted, as it were in a Moment, 
ingrafted by Baptiſm into Chriſt , and re- 
ceiving the Holy Ghoſt, the Earneſt of their 
Juſtification or Acceptance with God, and 


their future G/ory : We may very well ſay 
- of them , that they were not only J#ſtifed, 


but allo knew themſelves to be ſo, before 
Righte- 
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Righteouſnels, than what was implicd in 
the Dedication ofthemſelves to Chriſt by that 


ſolema Rite of Baptiſm ; but at this day, 


when - Converſion is not effeted in the 
{ame manner ; when Faith and Good Works 
do mutually cheriſh one another ; whea 
ey is not brought forth into 
Victory, but by long labour and travel ; 
I ſte not why Faith and: Good Works may 
not be pronounced jointly and antecedently 
neceſſary to our Juſtification.” ' 2, The Do- 
Qrrine of Infuſed Habits has been much ri- 
'diculed and expoſed, as abſurd by ſome 
Men; and I muſt confeſs, if it be Eſſen- 
tial toa Habit, tobe acquired by length of 
time, and repetition of the ſame Acts, then 
an Infus'd Habit is a very Odd Expreſſion : 
But why God cannot produce.in us thoſe 
ſtrong Diſpolitions to Virtue ina. Moment, 
which are »«atsrally produced by Time ; or 
why we may.not aſcribe as much efficacy to 
Infesd Grace , as Philoſophers are wont to 
do to repeated As, I cannot ſee? Nor can 
I. ſes why ſuch Di/poſitiovs when Infusd, 
may not be called Habits, it they have 
all the Properties and Effe##s of an Habit, 
And that: ſuch excellent Diſpolitions were 
on a ſudden wrought in the Minds of 
Chriſtians in the beginning of Chriſtianity, 
is too. plain from the Hiſtory of thoſg 
times £9 need a proof, But wherher-ſuch 
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changes are ordinarily. effeted ſo ſuddenly 
at this day, we have much reaſon to dew#t:; 
nay, I think it appears from what I have 
ſaid, there is ſufficient. reaſon. 40 dewy It. 
And if ſo, the Infafion of Habits cannot be 
ſo properly inſiſted on ow as chea; and me 
may be more ſubjeQt to make aurarrents- 
ble Inferences from the DoQtrine of Infus'd 
Habits, than they were in thoſe bright and 
Miraculous days. 3. As our Progreſs to 
Santtification rauſt be flower than formerly, 
as it muſt be /onger before the Grace that is 
infus'd ſo far, maſter our Corruption, and 
dilate and diffuſe it felf through our whole 
Nature, as that we may juſtly be denomiga- 
ted Holy and Righteous from the Prevalence 
of this Holy Principle : So by a neceſſary 
conſequence, 'our Juſtification mult com- 
meace /ater. But. afſter-all, I know not 
why we: ſhould be ſo inquiſitive after the 
time of our Juſtification by Gad. The Comm 
fort. of a Chriſtian does not reſult imme- 
diately from God's J»tifying him, but from 

bis knowing that he does ſo. And if this be 

the thing we, are . now ſearching after, 

namely, what rational Aſſurance we can 

have of our Juſtification, and when, / as in- 

deedit'is ; then, though I do not pretend'to 

determine, . that Man & not, or may. not be 

Juſtifid or accounted righteous by God, up+ 

ona thotbugh change of Mind or ten), An 
ore 
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fore this change di/cowers it ſelf in a Series of 
Viforierover thoſe Temptations by which he 
way led Captive before; | Yet | aflert Firſt, 
Thar-the'itrue and folid-procf of the:-San- 
Hifitation ot the Heart is Sarffity of 
Life. Next, when I talk of Vidory, 1 
ſuppoſe Man ewg eg 'd, I ſuppoſe him eacoun- 
tred by ' Temptations and Emnrmies ; and 
then I affirm, that the Fazehb which is for 
ſtrong enough to Conguer,, is not ſhrong 
enough to Ja/tify. If any Man demand, 
May not that Faith which'is Foil'd to day, 
Conquerto morrow ? I anſwer, I muſt leave 
this to God: Tican pronourice riothing of 
the Sizceriy of the Heart, but by the out- 
ward Deportment and Succeſs. And if this 
be the proper way of jutging of a Man's 
Sincerity, Ea ſure | may wich much more 
confidence affirm, that nothing lefs' than 
Viftory can be a clear Argument of - Perft- 
#ion. My buſineſs therefore ſhall. ever be 
to be Holy, and then I'm ſure I ſhall be 74- 
Fified. If T be Holy, God who cannot err 
will certainly arroune me fo; and if 1\ceaſe 
to be ſo, God rhuſt ceaſe toractownr me to. 
And this is all which { deſign by this long 
Þ phi; That is, to render. Men more 
careful and diligent in making their Cal- 
ling and Ele@ion ſure, and to preventPre- 
ſmmprion aridgroundlefs Confidence. And 
chat nothing that I have here:/az4 may be 
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perverted to a cortrary purpoſe ;:that no 
man'from fome me reſolutions .or 
ſudden changes of his own-Mind) | may be 
tempted to conclude too haftily of : his being 
Juſftified, as if the'change wroughtin him, 
were equal to that'commonly effeQed in the 
fr ſt Converts of Chriſtianity; I thiok it nat 
amiſs to put ſuch aone in miad,' that even 
Thefe werenot Juſtified, unleſs they did pra- 
eſs Chri#t with the Manthas well as Believe 
in him with the Heart ;. and that this pablick 
PProfefſion of Chriſtianity in thoſe days, was 
equivalent to wayy Good Works an Theſe. 
 "24ly. He that feels in himſelf lictle ar no 
-Fervency of Spirit, little or- no+ Hunger 
-and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, has reaſon 
to ſuſpet, that his Regs/arity is little more 
"than -common Decency and'Civility, and to 
doubt, left his Religion be nathing elſe but 
C»fomor common Prudexce. 1 ſee not how {0 
-much- [ndifferenceand Sluggiſhneſs can con- 
-fiſtwitha'firow Be/zef'and \KxpeiZation of a 
"Crown;with a finicere Love of God and Righ- 
" teonſneſs.But if we may ſuppoſe ſuch a one 
Teftrained from Evil; and preſerved in the 
'way'oF Duty, \after a ſort,” by the Fear of 
God, rand a:Defire of Heawen, yet certainly 
this can -be//but the Infancy of 'the New 
- Crearareat moſt:; - And the beſt advice that 
'canh be given ſuch a one; is ſurely that of 
- St; Perer, 'thatby adding one degree of. vir- 
| | : fag 
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tue to another , he would uſe all diligence ta 
make his calling andelefion ſure,2 Pet.1,10. 

zaly. 1f a man's Religion produce very 
few Good Works, or ſuch only as put him 
ro little travel: or expence, we may con- 
clude, that this man is not Perfet ; his 
Charity is too weak, too narrow to be thar 
of an exalted Chriſtian : The beſt that we 
can think of fuch a one is, That he is yer 
taken up in the Diſcipline of Mortification, 
that he is contending with his Luftsand Paſ- 
ſions, which are aot yet ſo far reduc'd, fo 
far ſubdu'd and brought under, as to leave 
him in a ſtate of Liberty and Peace, and in 
a capacity of extending and enlarging his 
Charity. This Remark, that the J»conſo- 
derablenefs of our Good Works is reaſon 
enough to queſtion, not only one's Perfe- 
Hion, but Sincerity, holds good in ſuch Ca- 
ſesonly, where-neither the Opportunity nor 


Capacity of higherand nobler Performances 


is wanting. 1 dare not pronounce, that no 
man can be a Chriſtiay, unlels he be fit to 


; be a Martyr: *Tis true, the loweſt degree of 


Szzcerity muſt imply a purpoſe and Reſols- 
tiow of Univerſal Obedience, in Defiance of 
all Temptations ; but yet That Grace, for 
ought I can prove to-the contrary; may he 
ſufficient to Save a man, that- is. ſufficient 
ra maſter the Difficulties he is to encounter 


* with, although he ſhould nog be to grapple 


with 


-— {© << i yo ng 


Religious Perfeftion Explain d. 


withcheDiſtempers aad Trials to which the 
Body-and rhe State of aworher man maybe 
ſubjeQ. Surely the Wiſdom and the Faith- 
fulneſs of God can be no further concern, 
than roqualify any one for the diſcharge of 
thoſe duties which he thinks fit to call him 
to: And if thediſcharge of ſuch duties be 
not a ſufficient Proof of our Sincerity, we 
can never have any, but muſt be always 
held in ſuſpence and torture about our fu- 
ture State. © I ſee no reaſon to queſtion,” bug 
that the Diſciples of our Lord were in a 
ſtate of Grace before the Reſarreion, and 
the following Pentecoſt: And yet I think I 
have plain Reaſon to-\ believe, that they 
were not fit to be Martyrs and Confeſſors till 
then; the Grace they had 6b4fore might, '[ 
doubt it not, have enabled them to live 
Virtwouſly amidſt Common and Ordinary 
Temptations: But it''was neceſlary that 
they ſhould be endow'd with Power from 
on High, before they could be fit co encoun- 
ter thoſe fiery Trials, to which the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel wasto expoſe therm. To 
this ſurely our Maſter refers, when he tells 
the Phariſees, Thit the children of the brias- 
chamber were not to faft while the bridegroom 
was with rhew : When he tells bes Diſciples, 
I have many things to ſay, bat you caundt 
bear them yit : When he agked the Soris of 
Aebeder, Art ye able ro drinkof the cup that I 
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ſhall drink of,, and to be baptized with the 
baptiſm that 1 an haptized mth, Matth. 20. 
21.7 If this be-true Piviouty,\as I am (Cl 
had almolt ſaid-), conkident it is, then I am 
confident, that which requires, very #nac- 
countable Telts of a man's Sincerity, is very 
extrapagent. For example, when men 
talk at this rate, that a fiacere Chriſtian 
ſhould have ſuch an 4bborrence for Sin, as 
to fear Guilt more than its Puniſbment : 
| hy Love of God, as rather than offead 
im, to be content to Precipitate and 
Plunge himſelf into the Jaws, not of 
Death, like the Martyrs, but of Hell it (elf. 
4thly. If the Duties of Religion be ve- 
ry troubleſome and uneaſy to a Man, we 
may from hence. coaclude, that he is not 
Perfe# : For though the B-ginning of Wil- 
dom and Virtue be generally harſb and /c- 
vere tothe Fool and Sinzer, yet to him that 
has Conquered, the Yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, 
and his Burthen light ; to him that is filed 
with the love of God, his commandments are 
wot grievous ; hence is that obſervation of 
the Son of Sirach, Ecclul, 4.:17, 18. For 


ways, and bring fear and dread upon him, 
and torment him with her diſcipline, until ſbe 
way truſt his ſoul, and try bim by her laws ; 
then-will ſbe return the ſtraight may unto him, 
and . comfort him, and (hew him her 4 

Q 


at the firft ſhe will walk with him by crooked © 
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'The reaſbn of this Aﬀertion is palpable; it 

. "is the nature of * an Habit td render difficult 

"Things 24/9, barſp Things plesſant, to fix a 

'foating and gancertain Humour, to Nurſe 

and Kiven a weak and tender Diſpoſition 

into pr i Folio "tis fa reaſonable to ex- 
theſe effefls in Relipions, as in an 

Ar ſorts of » Habits. -. / 

' Laſtly. He who does 'not find Religion 
Full of Plcaſure, who does not Glory in 

God, and rejoyce in our” Lord Jeſus, he 

who is not filled with an humble Aſſurance 

'of the Divine Favour, and a Joyful expe- 

fation of Immortality and Glory, does yet 

want ſomething ; he is yet-defe#ive, with 
reſpe&, either to the brighrweſs of Ilumi- 
pation, the Abſoluteneſs of Liberty, or the 

Ardor of Lqve; he may bea Good Man, 

and have gone a gregt way1n his Chriſtian 

Race ; but there is ſomething ſtill behind to 
. Compleat and Perfef# him ; ſome Error or 
other creates him groundleſs Seruples, ſome 
Incumbrance or Impediment or other, whe- 
ther ao Infelicity of Temper, or the In- 
commodiouſneſs of his Circumſtances, or 
a little too warm an Application towards 
ſomething of the World, . retards his Figov 
and abates his Aﬀettions. 

I have now' finiſhed all that I can think 
neceſſary to form a general 1des of Religi- 
ous Perfettjon : Par I have not only given 
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a plain Defivitios'or Deſcriptiob of it, and 
Confirmed and Fortified that Deſcription by 
Reaſon 'atid Scripture; arid thei conmrrent 


ſenſe of all Sides and Parties; burtbavealſoby 


Various gr pe deduc'd TIL 
Notian of Perfeition, all pround- 
leſs Pretenſions to'it, wy Men to 
ſe how far they are removed and diftant 
from it, or how #ear they @proechit. The 
next. thing I am to do, according to the 
Method I haye propoſed; is, to confider the 
Fruits and Advantages Of Perfettion. A 
conſideration - which will. furniſh us with 
many great, and, I hope, effeQtual Ircire- 
ments or Motives to it ;\ and demonſtrate 
its Subſerviency to our Happineſs. 
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CHAP. IV. 


A General Account of the Bleſſed Effefis 
of Religious PerfeFion, 


H E Glorious and Delightful Fruits 
of Religious PerfetFion, may be re- 
duc'd to theſe Fowr Heads, 


Firſt, It advances the Hoon of the True 
and Living God, and of his Son Jeſus, 
in the World. Secondly, 


——_——— 
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Secanadly, Ir promotes the: God of Mas- 
kind. | \ 


Thirdly; Irproduces inthe Perfeft Nan, 
a full #ſſwexce of Ecernal Heppineſs 
wan 117 SENS x of 
-. Foarchly, 'Ir purs him in Paſfeſion of true 
O Happineſs'in this Late." es 


--Of por ttm iadagrt ſhall ſay nothing 
here ; defigning ton 4 ther more 
particularly- ia the fo 4 Sefion\ uns 
der the" Flea#6F Zyal,: where'i ſhall be ob- 
ligd by my Mfwhod to conſider the Fruit of 
ir; only I -cangor here forbear: Remarking, 
'Fhat PerfoHon while it' promotes the Ho- 
nour of Ged, and che Good of Man, does 
at the ſame time promote our own Happineſs 
roo; fince-tt-muſt on this account moſt ef- 
feCtually recommend us to the Love of the 
One and the Orher ; Then that honour me, 
ſaith God, I1will hozoar, 1 Sam. 2. 30. And 
our Saviour. obſerves, that even Publitaxs 
and Sinners leave theſe who lovethem, Matth. 
5. 46. Accordingly St.\Lake. tells us of 
Chriſt, Luke 2. 52. That Jeſus increaſed 
in wiſdom and flature, and'in favour with 
God and man ; ad of thoſe eminently De- 
vout and Charitable Souls, -4#s' 2. that 
they had favour with all the people ; fo reſiſt- 
Jeſs a charm is the beauty and fovelineſs of 
Perfect Charity, even in the moſt deprav'd 


and 
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and corrupt Times. And what a Bleſing 
nqw, what a Comfort, what a Plesſare is 
it, to be the Favourite of God and Mas ! 
The Third and Fourth I will zow diſcourſe 
of, and that the more largely, becauſe as 
to 4d/[prevce, it is the foundation of that 
Pleaſure which is the xichelt Ingredient of 
Human #eppineſs in this Life. _ And, as 
te our preſent Happineſs, which is the fourth 
Eruit of Perfedion, it is the very thing for 
the ſake. of which, I have exgagd ia my 
| preſent ſubjet. And therefore ut is very 


fit that I hould render the tendency of Per- 
fettion. to procute our preſent Happineſs, 
very conſpicuous, Beginning therefare 
with Aſſurance, I will aſſert the Poſſibility 
of. attaining it in 4 Life ; not by em- 
broiliag my felf in. the Brakes of ſeveral 
nice: and fubtle Specadations with which this 
ſubjeQ is,over-grawn, but by laying down 
in: a. Practical manner , the Grounds on 
which Aſſwrexce depends ; by which we 
ſhall be able at ance to diſcern the truth of 
the Doddrine of Aſſurance, and its deper- 
dence upon Perfetion. 

Now Aſſurance may relate to the time 
Preſent, or to Come : For the Reſolucion 
of two Queſtions, gives the Mind a perfet 
«aſc abour this Matter. The firſt is, Am l 
aſſured that I am. au preſent ia a ate of 
Grace ? The. /econd,, Am I aſſured yr : 
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ſhall conti#4d fo tomy Life's exd ? To-be- 
gin with rhe'firſft- The Anſwer of this Ew 
quiry depends on thee Grounds ; ” 
Firſt, A Divine Revelation, which de- 
clares /in- General ; who (ſhall be Saved. 


namely, They who- Believe and: Repent.: 


Nor does any Sez# doubt but that Repen- 
tance towards God, and Faith in our Loyd 
Jeſus Chriſt , as St. Paul ſpeaks, are rhe 
indifpenfable Conditions of Life. 'Tis.crae, 
the Notion of Repertance is miſerably per- 


verted by ſome, and that of Faith by. 


others : But what remedy is there againſt 
the Luſts and Paſſions of -Men ? The Scyre- 
pture does not only require Repentance and 


Faith, but it explains and- deſcribes the Na-/ 


ture of Both, by fuch Confſpicuous and In- 
fallible CharaFers, that no Man ax be mij- 
ftaken in theſe :wo Points, but his'Error 
mult be owing to fome'Criminal Prejudices 
or Inclinations that byafs and pervert him. 
Good Men have ever been agreed ta theſe 
Matters : And Catholick Tradition is no 
where more #ntoztroulable than here ; The 
General Doctrine of all Apes hath been, 
and in thi {till is, that by Repentance we 
are to underſtand a New Nature and New 
Life : And by Faith, when diftinguiſhed 
from Repentance ( as it fometimes is in 
Scripture ) a Reliance upon the Mercy of 
God through the Merits and Interceſſion of 


Jeſus, 
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Jeſus and Atonement of his Blood, Heaven 
ies open to all that perform theſe Condits- 
ons ; every Page of the Goſpel atreſts this; 
tbs is the Subſtance of Chr;t's Commiſſion 
| to his Apoſtles, that they ſhould Preach 
. Repentante and Remiſſion of Sins through 
his Name amongft a Nations. And this 
is one Bleſſed advantage, which Revealed 
Religion has above Natere!5 that it con- 
tains an' expreſs Declaration of the Divine 


whatſdever upon theſe Terms. Natare! 
Religion indeed teaches us that ' God 'is 
Meresfal; but it teaches us chat he is Juſt 
too 5 and'it can never aſſure us, what Bonds 
God will ſet to the Exerciſe of the one or 
the other ; and whey Juſtice, and whey Mer- 
Cy ſhall take place : What Sins are, and 
what are- not capable of the benefit of 'Sa> 
crifice and Repentance. And this wreer- 
tainty, conſidering the Sins of the beſt: Life, 
was ever naturally apt to beget -Deſponden- 
cies, Melancholy, and ſometimes a Super- 
ſtitious dread of God. 

The Second Ground of aſſurance, ' as it 
relates to our preſent State, is an Applics- 
ion of the Conditions of Life laid down in 
the Goſpel to a Man's own Particular Cale, 
thus ; They that Believe and Repernt ſhall 
be Saved ; I Believe and Repent, therefore 
T ſhall-be Saved. Now that a Man'wupon 
E an 


Will, concerning the Pajdon of all” Sins . 
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an Examination of himlelf,may bethroughly | 


aſſured that he does Believe and Repent, 1s 
evident from Scripture, which does not only 
exhort us to enter upon this Examination, 
but alſo aſſerts, that 4ſſuravce, Joy, and 
Peace,  are..the natural Freits of it ; But 
let 4 man examine himſelf, and ſo let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup, 
1-Cor. 11. 28. Examine jour ſelves whe» 
ther you be in the Faith; prove. your own 
' ſelves : Know-ye not your own ſelves, how 
that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be re- 
frobates © 2 Cor. 13. 5. But ſandtify the 
Lord God in your hearts ; and be ready always 
to give an anſwer to every man that acheth 
y0u 4 reaſon of the hope that is in you, with 
meekneſs and fear, 1 Pet. 3.15. And hereby 
we do know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments , 1 John 2. 3. Beloved, if 
our hearts condemn us not, then have we cons 
fdence towards God, 1 Joha 3. 2, *Tis true, 
Mea do often deceive themſelves, and en- 
tertain a more favourable Opinioa of their 
ſtate then they ought, But whence proceeds 
this ? Even from too Partial or Superficial 
RefleQions on themſelves, or zone at all. 
And therefore the Apoltle teaches us plain- 
ly, that the only way to corre& this Er- 
ror, is a fincere and diligent ſearch into 
our ſelves : For if 4 man think himſelf to 
be ſomething when he is nothing, he a 

im- 
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_ himſelf : But let (every man” prove his own 


work, and then ſball be have rejoicing in him- 
ſelf alone, and not in another, Gal. 6. ; 4. 
But it is Obje&ed againſt all this, That the 
Heart of Man 1s fo deceitful, that it is a 
very difficult matter to make a thorough 
diſcovery of it. We often think our ſelves 
Sexcere , when the {ſucceſs of the next Tem- 
pration gives us jult reaſon to call this Siz- 
cerity into queſtion ;, ſuch is the contradiQi- 


ous Compoſition of our . Nature , that we ' 


often at contrary to our inward Convitions, 
and frequently fail- in the execat;on of thoſe 
deſigns , in the performance of thoſe reſolu- 
tions, Which we have thought very well 
grounded ; and this being not to be char- 
ged upon the inſufficiency of God's Grace, 
but the Levity or Infincerity of our own 
Hearts, how can we ſafely frame any rizhs 
Opinion of our Selves from thoſe affettions 
and purpoſes which are 0 little to be rely'd 
upon ? To this I Anſwer. Firft, We are 
not to conclude any thing concerning our 
Progreſs or Perfeition too haſtily ; we are 
not to determine of the final 1ſſze of a War 
by the ſucceſs of one or 270 Engagements 3 
but our Hopes and Aſſurances areto advance 
ſlowly and gradually in proportion to the 
abatement of the Exemy's Force, and the 
increaſe of our own ; To that we may have 
time enough to examine and prove our own 

E 2 Hearts. 
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Hearts. Secondly, A Sincere Chriſtian, but 
eſpecially one of a Mature Virtue , may 
eaſily, diſcern his ſpiritual ſtate. by the in- 
ward movings and attings of the Soul, if he 
attend to them; For is it poſſible that ſuch 
a one ſhould be ignorant, what Impreſſions 
Divine Truths make upon him? Is it poſ- 
ſivle he ſhould be i2norent , whether his 
Fiith ſtand firm againſt the ſhock of all 
C arnal objeftions; whether he earneſtly de- 
fire to pleaſe God, as loving him above all 
things; whether he thirſt atter the Confo» 
lation and Joy of the Spirit , more than 
after chat of {enſibl things ? Is it poflible 
the Soul ſhould bewail its Heavineſs and 
Drineſs which the beſt are liable to at ſome 
ſeaſon or other ? Is it poſſible that the Soul 
ſhould be carried upwards frequently on 
the Wings, of Faith and Love, that it 
ſhould - maintain a famliar and conſtant 
Converſation with Heaven, that it ſhould 
long to be delivered from this World of trou- 
ble, 'and this Body of Death, and to enter 
into the Regions of Peace, of Life , and 
Righceouſneſs? Is it poſſible, I ſay, that 
theſe ſhould be the 4fe#ions, the Lonvgings 
and Earnings of the Soul, and yet that t 

Good Man, the Perfet# Man, who often 
enters into his Cloſet, and Communes with 
his own Heart, ſhould be ignorant of them? 
It cannot be. In a word, can the Relu- 
Ctances, 
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Qances of the'Body, and the Allurements 
of -the World, be diſarm'd, weaken'd, and 
reduc'd ? Can the Hunger-and T hirlt after 
Righteouſneſs be very eager, the reliſh of 
ſpiritual Pleaſure brisk and delightful, and 
the contempt of wor/aly things be really and 
thoroughly ſ{etled, and yet the Man be iz- 
ſenſible of all this? It canner be. But if 
we feel theſe AﬀeQions in us , we may 
ſafely conclude, that we are Partakers of 
the Divine Nature, that we have eſcaped the 
corruption'that is tm the wirld through luſt ; 
and that the New Creature 1s at leaſt grow- 
ing up into a Perfei# Man, tothe meaſure of 
the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Thirdly, 
The fureſt Teſt of a State of Grace, is our 
abounding 10 Good Works : Tou ſhall know 
the tree by its fruit, is our Maſter's own 
Rule, and it can never deceive us : He 
that doth righteouſneſs is born of God. If 
then we be frequent and fervent in our De- 
wvotion towards God ; if we be modeſt and 
grateful in the Succeſſes, Patient and Re» 
ſigned, Calm and Serene under the Creſſes 
and 7 roubles of Life : If we be not only 
Puni#ual, but Honourable in our dealings ; if 
we be Vigorous and Generous 10 the Exerci- 
ſes of Charity ; if we be not only juſt and 
true, but meek, gentle and obliging in our 
Words ; it we retrench not-only the ſinful, 
but ſomething from the innocent Liberties 
E 3 and 
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and Gratificationsof Senſe,to give our ſelves 
more intirely up to the Duties and Plea» 
ſures of Faith; If finally.;,,- we never be 
alhamed of Virtue, nor flatter , compli- 
ment, nor wink at Vice 4 if ,we be ready 
ro meet with Death with: comfort, and re- 
tain Life with ſome degree of Tndifference-: 
If theſe things, I ſay, be in-us,we have lirrle 
reaſon to doubt of the goodneſs of our Stare : 
For Good Works being the natural Fruit of 
Grace, it is impoſſible we ſhould abound in 
the oze without being poſleſſed with the 9- 
ther. One would think now,thatthereſhould 
be nothing further needful toeſtabliſh the 
Conſolation of a Chriſtian ; and yet God out 
of regard, no doubt, to the vaſt Importance 
and happy Influence of Aſſurance, has fur- 
niſhed uswith another ground of it, which is, 

The Third and Laſt, namely, the Teſti- 
mony of the Spirit. This Spirit , as it 


- aſſiſts us in our Examination, 10 it ratifies 


and confirms our Sentence by its ſuffrage , 
fertifying our aſſurance, and increaſing ous 
Joy. All this the Seriprove exprelly teaches 
us ; for the Spirit is called , The earneſt of 
our inheritance, the ſeal of our redemption, 
Eph. 1. 13, 14. Eph. 4. 30, 31. 2 Cor. 2. 
1c, 2 Cor. 5. And though it be not im- 
probable, but that theſe and ſuch like pla- 
ces may relate more immediately to that Spi- 
ris of Promiſe which was id gy 
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; Miracles,. and. feems to have accompanied 
' all that believed in the Infancy of che Church, 
; according to thoſe Words of our Saviour, 
! And theſe fins ſball follow them that believe ; 
in my name ſhall they caſt out Devils, &c. 
Mark 16. 17. Yet there are Texts enough 
| which aſſure us , that the-Spirit of God 
| ſhould be imparted to Believers through alt 
ſucceeding\Ages, and thar this ſhould be 
one effe& of +it' to comfort us ;) and be a 
pledge tous of the Divine Favour : Thus, 
Rom. r5: 13. \Now the God of hope fill you 
with all\joy and peace in believing, that ye 
may abound in hope through the power of- the 
Holy Ghoſt,aad Rom. 8.15, 16, Forge bave 
wot received the ſpirit of 'bowdage again” ta 
fear ; but ye have received the ſpirit of adopes- 
on, whereby we ery Abba father; the ſpirit it 
ſelf beareth witneſs with our * ſpirit, that me 
are the children of God ; and (if children, 
then heirs, beirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chriſt, If it be here demanded what this 
Teſtimony of the Spirit is: T Anſwer, 'Tis a 
powerful Energy of the bleſſed Spirir,. ſbed- 
ding abroad and increaſing the love of Grd 
in our hearts, Rom. 5. 7 ribulation worketh 
patience, patience experience, and experience 
hope, and hope makes not aſhamed ; becauſe 
the love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghoſt which is given anto us. This 
is the Spirit of Adoption, the Spirit 'of 06+ 
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fenation, the Spirit of Glory, and the Spt- 
rir.of Love ; happy is he: who is partaker 
of "it, -he thas: attained the Maturity of 
Perfettion and Pleaſure. I can ſcarce forbear 
going in with ſome of the - Fathers, who 
thought that 'fueh- as theſe .could- never 
finally fall. I can ſcatce forbear applying 
to ſuch, thoſe words, Rev. 20. 6, Bleſſed 
and holy is he that hath part in the firſt reſur- 
xeon ; on ſach the ſecond death hath no 
power. Thus far have [I - conſidered Af 
furance as it relates to the:preſext time, But, 
12. Aſſurance ioay. regard the. Time to 
come ; and it- conduces. very little -leſs to 
the Peace and. Pleaſure of a'Chriftian tobe 
aſſured that -he\ſhall perſevere in a good 
State, than'that he is zaw-in one. + Let us 
therefore 4n. the ##xt place examine what 
grounds the Perfeit Man may: have for ſuch 
8 perſuaſion: 'Now theſe are likewiſe Three. 


Piſs The Propenſfion and Favorr of God 
or the Perfet# Man. 
Secondly, The Safficiency of Divine 4ffi- 
 fance. And, 
Thirdly, The Conſcience of his qwn In- 
geprity : 
1+ The Favaux of God. I need not go 
about to. proave.that God will be ever ready 
$047 the Perfect Man ; I need not prove 
that bis eges are always upon the righteous, 
| an 
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and that his ears are always open to their 
projers.; that they are the dear ObjeQs of 
his Delight and Love: Reaſon and Scripture 
both do abundantly atteſt this, and the re- 
peated Promiſes of God to good Men, encou- 
rage them to hope from God whatever be- 
loved Childrex may from a tender and kind 
Father. Is not this enough then to inſpire 
the Perfet# Man with great and confident 

s He knows, not only, that God is 
an immutable God, free from all Levity and 
Inconftancy ; and therefore, that' nothing 
tes than Preſumption and Obſtinacy, Ha- 
bitual Negle&, or Wickedneſs, -can tempr 
him to recal his Gifts, or repent him of his 
Favours : He knows not only that God is 
faithful, and will not ſuffer him to be tempted 
«bove. what he is able, but he knows allo, 
that he has a powerful [zterceſſor at the 
Right-hand of God, an Advocate with the 
Father, who cannor but prevail. Nor is 
this all yet ; he has a great wary things 
that plead for him with God : There are 
his Tears which are Borled up ; there are 
his Prayers and 4/ms which are gone up for 
a Memorial betore God ; there is a Book of 
Remembrance written wherein all his pious 
Diſcourſes are Regiſtred ; and God is Faith- 
ful, and cannot forget his Works and Labour 
of Love. The Spirit of God will not ſoon 
g<it the Boſom that it ſo long reſided in + 
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will not, ſuffer it ſelf to be divided from 
that Perſon with whom it had entred 1nta 
ſo cloſe an UVn1on, that it ſeemed as it were 
inanimated or incorporated with him, and 
become effential to his Being : Whence it 
is, that the Spirit 1s ſaid to be grieved when 
he is forced and compelled to retire. 

2. The Second Ground of 4ſſurance for 
the time to come, 1s the ſufficiency of Divine 
Aſſiſtance. The good Man is well aſſured, 
that God will never refuſe the ProteQion 
of his Providence, or the Aid of his Spirit : 
And what can be too difficult for ſuch a one # 
Providence can prevent a Temptation , or 
remove it ; the Spirie-can ſupport him un- 
derit, and enable him to-vanquiſh it 3; nay, 
it can enable him to extrat'new ſtrength 
and vigor from it ; my grace is ſufficient for 
thee, 2 Cor. 12. 9. the truth of which affer- 
tion has been illuftriouſly proved by the vi- 
Qories of Martyrs and Confeſſors, who have 
trinmphed over the United Force of Mes 
and Devils. Though then the Conſcience 
of '-Human Frailty may awaken in the beft 
of men Fear and Caution, the Aſſaraxce 
of Divine Aſſiſtance cannot but beget” in 
them an holy Confidence ; the Snares and 
Temptations of the World, the ſubtilty 
and vigilance of the Devil may juſtly create 
a Sollicitude in the beſt of 'men ; but when 
they conſider themſelves encompaſſed my 
the 
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the Divine Favour, they can have no rea- 
ſon to deſpond.-:.. 

3- The Conſcience of his own Integrity 
is a Third Ground'of a good man's Coxfi- 
dence ; he knows that nothing. but crying 
Provocations can quexch the Spirit, and ob- 
lige God to deſert. him 3; and he has reaſon 
to hope, that #hiris that he cannot be guilty 
of. Heis ſure, that preſumptuoss Wicked- 
neſs is not only repugnant .to his Princi- 
ples; but to the very bent of his Narere, 
to all the Inchinations and Paſſions of his 
Soul: I ſpeak hereof the Perfec# Man ; can 
he ever wilfully diſhonour and diſobey God, 
who loves hin above all things, and has 
done ſo /ong ? Can: he forlake, and betray 
his $aviowr,who has long rejoiced and glori- 
ed in him ; who has been long accuſtomed 
to look upon allthe Glories and SatisfaQti- 
ons of this Life, -as dung and droſs in com- 
pariſon. of him ?-Can he, in one word, 
ever be ſeduced to renounce and hate Reli- 
gion, who has had ſo long an Experience 
of the Beauty .and of the Pleaſure of it ? 
Good Habits when they are grown up to 
Perfeion and Maturity, ſeem to me as x4- 
tural as 'tis poſhible Evil ones ſhould be : 
And if fo, 'tis no leſs difficult to extirpate 
the Oe than the. Other, And I think I 
have the Scripture on my fide in this Opi- 
nion.: Does the Prophet Jeremy demand, 
Can 
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Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, or the 
Leopard his ſpots? then may-you that are ac- 
enſtomed to do evil, learn'to do well, Jer. 13. 
23. St. John on the other hand does affirm, 
W hoſoever is born of God, doth not commit 
fin ; for his feed remaineth in him; and he 
cannot fin , becauſe he is born of Goa, 1 Joh. 
3. 9. Whoſoever abideth' in him, wo not, 
v. 6. Theſe are the Grounds of 4ſſurance 
with reſpeC&t of the :ime to come. As to Per. 
ſonal and Peremptory Prede/tination to Life 
and Glory, 'tis at leaſt a comtroverred Point, 
and therefore «fit to be laid as the Fonnda- 
tion of Aſſarance. But ſuppoſe it were 
granted, -I ſee not which'way it can affe&t 
our preſent enquiry,fince the wiſeſ amongſt 
thoſe who ſtickle for it,' adviſe all to govern 
themſelves by the general: Promiſes and 
Threats of the Goſpel ; to look upon the 
Fruits of ' Righteouſneſs as the only ſolid 
proof of a ſtate of Grace ; and if they be 
under the Dominion of any Six, not to 
[75s upon Perſonal Elefion , but to 
ook upon themſelves as ina ſtate of Dam- 
zation, till they be recovered out of it by 
Repentance. Thus far all ſides agree ; and 
this I think is abundantly enough ; for 
here we have room enough for Joy and 
Peace , and for Caution too ;. room © e- 
nough for Confidence, and for Watchful- 
eſs too ; The Romapiſts indeed, wy not 
| allow 
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allow us to be certain of - Salvation , Cer- 
titudine fidei cut non poteſt ſubeſſe fal- 
ſam , with ſuch a Certainty as that with 
which we entertain an Article of Faith, 
in which there is no room for - Error ; 
s.e. we are not ſo ſurethat we are in the 
Favour of God, as we are or may be, 'that 
there is « God. We are not fo ſure, that 
we have a Title to the Merits of Chri#, as 


| weare, or may be, that Jeſws is the Chri#. 


Now if this aſſertion be confined to that 
Aſſsrance which regards the time to come, as 
it generally is; and do not deny Aſſurance 
in gexeral, but only certain Degrees or 
Meaſures of it; then there is nothing very 
abſurd or intolerable in it, For a PF Aſſu- 
rance than that which this DoQtrine ex- 
cludes, will be ſafficient to ſecure the Plea- 
ſure and Tranquility of the Perfet# man. 
But if this aſſertion be deſiga'd againſt :har 
Aſſurance which regards our preſent State, 
then T think it is not ſound, nor agreeable, 
either to Reſon, Scripture, or Experience. 
For firſt, the Queſtion being about a mat- 
terof Fa#, "tis in vain to argue that cannot 
be, which does appear manifeſtly to have 
been: And certainly they who rejoyced in 
Chri## with Joy anſpeakable, . and full of 
glory , were as fully perſuaded, that they 
were in a State of Grace and Salvation, as 
they were that Jeſus was Riſen _ = 
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Dead. Secondly, *Tis oxe thing to ballance 
the Strength and. Degrees. of Aſſurance ; 
another to ballance the Reaſons of it. For 


| it is very poſſible that Aſſurance may be 


ſtronger, wherethe Reaſon of it may not 
be ſo clear and evident as where the 4ſſu- 
rance 1s leſs. Thus for Example ; the evi- 
dence of Sexſeſcems to moſt Learned men 
to be ſtronger than that of Faith : And yet 
through the aſſiſtance of - the Spirire, a man 
may embrace a Truth that depends upon 
Revelation, with as much confidence and 
certainty as one depending upon Sexſe. 
And ſo it may bein the caſe of Aſſurance : 
The Spirit of God may by its Concurrence 
raiſe our Aſſ#rance as high as he pleaſes ; 
alchough the Reaſo» on which it be built, 
ſhould not be Divineaad I»flible , but 
merely Moral, and ſubjeQ'at leaſt to a poſſi 
bility of Error. But Thirdly,\, Why ſhould 
not the certainty I have concerning my Pre- 
ſent State, be as Divine and Infallible, as 
that I have concerning an Article of Faith ? 
If the Premiſes be Infallible, Why ſhould 
not the Concluſion ? He that Bekieves and 
Repents is in aState of Grace, is a Divine, 
an Infallible Propoſition : And why may 
not this other, I Believe and Repent, be 
equally Infallible, though not equally Di> 
vine * What Faith and Repentance is, is 
revealed; and therefore there is no _—_ 

or 
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for my being here miſtaken: Beſides, I am 
alſifted and guided in the Trial of my Self 
by the Spirit of God, So that the truch of 


this Propoſition, I Believe and Repent, de- 


pends partly upon the evidence of Sex/e ; 
and I may beas /#re of it, as of what I do, 
or leave wndone : Partly upon the evidence 
of inward Senſation, or my Conſciouſneſs 
of my own Thoughts; and I may be as 
ſure of it as I can be of what I ove or 
hate, rejoyce or grieve for: And laſtly, Ir 
depends upon the evidence of the Spirie of 
God,, which e5sſts me in the Examination 
of my Self according to thoſe CharaQters 
of Faith and Repentance, which he hath 
himſelf revealed. And: when I conclude 
from the two former .Propolitions, that Z 
am in « State of Grace, he confirms and ra- 
tifies my Inference. And now, let any one 
tell me, What kind of certainty thats, thar 
can be greater than z4:zs? I have taken this 
pains to fet the DoQtrine of Aſſurance in a 
clear Light, becaule it is the great Spring 
of the Perfei# Man's Comfort and Pleaſure, 
the ſource of his Stremgrh and Joy, And 
this puts me 1n mind of that other fruit 
of Perfe#ion, which in the beginning of 
this Chapter, I promiſed to 1alilt on, 
which is, 


Its Subſerviency to our Happineſs in this 
Life. Thar 
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That Happineſs increaſes in proportion 
with Perfeition, cannot be denied, unleſs 
we will at the ſame time deny the 
Happineſs of a Man, to exceed that of 
an Infant, or the Happineſs of an- Angel 
that of Man. Now this truch being of -a 
very great Importance, and ſerving ingly 
inſtead of a thouſand Motives to Perfet3ion, 
I will conſider it impartially, and as cloſely 
as I can. Happineſs and Pleaſure, are 
nerally thought to be only two words be 
the fame thing : Nor is this very remote 
from-truth ; for let but Pleaſure be ſolid 
and laſting, and I cannot fee what more is 
wanting to make Man Happy. The beſt 
way therefore, to determine how much 
Perfetion contributes to our Happineſs, is 
to examine how much it contributes to our 
Pleaſare. 

If wich the Epicurean, we think TIndo+ 
lence our ſfupream Happineſs, and' define 
Pleaſure by the abſence of Pain, then I am 
ſure the Perfef Man will have the beſt 
claim to it. #e ſurely is freeſt from the 
Miſtakes and Errors, from the Paſſions and 
Follies, that embroil Human Life: + He 
creates noevilto himſelf, nor provokes any 
unneceſſary danger, His Virtue effeQtually 
does that which Atheiſm attempts in vain z 
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He needs not drown the Voice of Conſeiz 
ence by Wine, or Noiſe, or the Tvil of 
Life ; it ſpeaks nothing to him, but whar 
is Kind and obliging ; it is his Comforter, 
tiot his Perſecutor : And as to this World; 
ke reaps that fatisfaQtion and tranquility 
from the 'Moderation of his AﬀeCtions , 
which Ambition 'and Avarice: do in vain 
promiſe themſelves from Preferments or the 
increaſe of Wealth. If thereforethere were 
apy (tate on this ſide Heaven exempt from 
Evil, it muſt be that of the Perfet# Man. 
But he knows the World too well to flatter 
himſelf with the expeQation of Indolence, 
or an #xd;fturb'd tranquility here below ; and 
is as far from being deluded by vain Hopes, as 
from being ſcar'd by vain Fears, or tortur d 
and diſtended by vain Defires, He knows 
the world has its Fils, and rhar they cannot 
wholly be avored ; he knows it, and dares 
behold them with open Eyes, ſurvey their 
Force, and feel and try their Edge. And 
then when he has colle&ed his own (trengrh, 
and called in the 4i4 of Heaven, he ſbrinks 
not, nor deſponds ; but meets' Evil with 
that Courage, and bears it with that eve» ſs 
of Mind, that he ſeems, even in his Afli- 
ions, nearer to Indolence, than the Foot 
and Sinner in his Proſperity. Sothat | can- 
not forbear profefſing, there appears fo 
much Beauty, ſo much /ovelineſs 10 the de- 
F FP part- 
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portment of. che Perfe# Mag, with reſpe&t 
co. the ' Evils .of Life, that for that reaſon 
alonz, were there 00 other, I ſhould admire 
and prefer his Yixt4e aboye any Poſſeſſion or 
Enjoyment of Lite, Give me leave to com- 
pere the Saint and Sinner on this occaſion; 
ang but very briefly : The wiſe mays eyes, 
faith Solomon, Eccleſ. 2. 14. are in his 
head ; but. the faql: walks in darkneſs. The 
Wile Magn. -izes that he has:Enemues, E 
mean Evils.; aad therefore he informs bim- 
ſelf well of thew S:repgrh, obſerves their 
Motion, and prepares tor the. Egcounter: 
Bu Ignorance and Stupidity, is the greateſh 
bleſſing of: the Sinners Life; and. his moſt 
admir'd Quality is not to be apprehenſive of 
Evil, till it cruſh him with its Weight. 
Bur if the Sinner be not fool enough to ar- 
riveat this degree of brutality, then as ſoon, 
as the Report of the moſt diſtant Evil, 
or the moſt .inconſiderable, reaches his Ear, 
how it fills his Imagination, how it ſhakes 
his Heart, and how it embitters his Pleas 
ſures! And to, what poor and deſpicable 
Arts, to what baſe and diſhonourable Shifts 
does his Fear force him? Whea on the 
ſame occaſion we diſcover nothing in the 
Perfef# Man, but a beautiful mixture of 
Humility and Faith, Devorioa and Confi- 
dence, or Aſſurance in God; He is not 
afraid of evil tidings ; his heart ts fixed, 
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truſting in the Lord, Pal 112. a frame of 
Spirit, which to thoſe who have opportu- 
nity -and fenſe to obſerve it, renders him 
both more belowd and rever'd. I aſtly, If 
we conſider the Wicked and the Good Man, 
aQually under the weight and prefſure of 
Evil, how much #xltke is- the ſtate of the 
one 19 reality to that of the other, even 
while the outward Circumſtances are the 
fame ? What Chearfulnefs, what Cou- 
rage, what Reſignation, what Hopes adora 
the One ! What Inftruftion to all , what 
SatisfaQtion to his Friends and Relations 
does his Deportment afford ! And how does 
it inſpire and warm the Breaſts of thoſe 
that converſe with him, with an eſteem for, 
and love of Goodneſs, and himſelf ! What 
Charm, what Delight is there in thoſe gra- 
cious Speeches, that proceed at this rime 
out of a Good man's Mouth ! I know that 
my redeemer liveth : The Lord oiverh, and 
the Lord taketh away, and bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord : Thou of wery faithfulneſs haſt 
cauſed me to be afflitted : God is the ſtrength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever: +nd 
uch-like. And how often does he pour 
out his Heart in ſecret before God ! How 
often does he reflect on the gracious and 
wile ends of Divine Chaſtiſement ! And 
how often does he with defire a thirſt, 
Meditate oa that fulneſs of Joy which ex- 
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pets him in the preſence; of .God ! But 
let us calt our Eye now onthe Yoluptuary, 
on the Ambitious, On the Covetows, or 
any other fort of Sinner, under Diſgrace, 
Poverty, Sickneſs, or any. ſuch Calamity 
what a mean, and deſpicable Figure does. 
ſuch a one make! What Impatience, what 
Deſpondency, what Guilt, ,what Puſillagi=. 
mity, does every Word, every Aion be- 
tray ! Or it may be, his Infolence ts turned 
into Crouching and Fawaing;; his Rude- 
neſs and Violence, into Artifice and Cun= 
ning; and his Irreligion into-Superſtition. 
Various indeed are the Humours, and very 
different the Carriage of theſe unhappy 
Mens in the day of Trial; but all is but Mzj- 
fery in a different dreis; Guilrand Rairogls 
under a different appearance. Here E-might 
further remark, that :hat Faith which pro« 
duces Patience in Adverſity, produces like- 
wile Security and Confidence 10. Proſperity. 
T will lay me down ( may every Good Man 
fay inthe words of the P/almift ) and ſleep, 
and riſe again, for thou, Lord, ſhalt make me 
dwell in ſafety, And ſurely the ozc is as ſer- 
viceable to the eaſe of Human Life as the 
ether. Bur I think I have ſaid enough ta 
ſhew, that if Pleaſure be {uppos'd to im- 
ply no more than Indolence, the Perfedt 
Maa has without Controverſy a far greater 


ſhare of it than any other can pretend Rae 
ur 
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But let us take Pleaſure to be, not a meer 
Calm, but a gentle Breez ; not to conlilt in 
meer Re# and Quter, buta delightful Mori- 
o# ; not in the meer 7 ranquility of the Mind, 
but in the Tra»ſport of it, or ſome thing near- 
ty approaching it. Perfeit;on, I'm contident, 
will ſuffer nothing by this change of the No- 
tion of Pleaſure. How many Pleaſures bas 
the Wiſe Man,which depend not on Fortune, 
but Himſelf, (1 mean his Diligeace and In- 
tegrity ) andto which the S;zxer is an utter 
Stranger ! What Pleaſure, what Triumph 
15 equal tothat of the Perfee# Man, when he 
Glories in God, and makes hisboaft of him 
all day long ? When he rejoyces in the Lord 
with Joy #n/peakable and full of Glory? When 
being fil'd with all the fulneſs of God, trans 

ſported by a Vital Senſe oft Divine Love, 
and #rengthen'd and exalted by the mighty 
Energy of the Spirit of Adoption, he main» 
tains a Fellowſhip with the Father and with his 
Son Jeſus? All Communion with God, 
conſiſts in this Joy of Love and Aſſurance, 
and has a taſte of Heavez 1n it.. Let the 
molt Fortunate, and the wiſeſt Epicurean 
too, Ranſack all the Storechoules and 
Freaſures of Nature ; let him Muiter to- 
| gether all his Legions of Pleaſure, and ler 
him, if he can, conſolidate and incorpo- 
rate them all; and after all, being pur into 
phg . Scale againſt 7 bis alone, they will 
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prove lighter than Vanity it ſelf, To be 
the Care, the Delight, the Love of an 
Almighty God, to be dear to him, who is 
the Origin and Fount:in of all Perfedtions; 
Lord! what Reſt, what Conkidence, what 
Joy, what Extaſy, do theſe thoughts 
brecd ! How ſublime, how lofty, how de- 
lightful and raviſhing are thoſe Expreſſhons 
of St. John! 1 Epiſt. 3. 1, 2. Behold, 
what manner of love the Father has beſtowed 
#08 us, that we ſbould be called the ſons of 
God ; therefore the vorld knoweth ws not, be» 
cauſe it knew him not. Beloved, now are we 
the ſons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we (ball b: ; but we know, that when he 
ſball appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall 
ſee him as he is. And thoſe again of the 
P[a/miſt, I am continually with thee ; thou doſt 
bold me by ny right hand : T hou ſhalt guide me 
with thy counſel, and afterward receive me 
into glory, Plal. 73.23, 24. But I will de-» 
ſcend to cooler and humbler Pleaſures. It is 
no {mall Happineſs to the Perfe# Man, 
that he is himſelf a proper Objett of his 
own Complacency. He can reflect on the 
Truth and Julitice, the Courage and Con« 
ſtancy, the Meekneſs and Charity of his 
Soul, with much Gratitzde towards Gad, 
and Contentment in himſelf. And this {ure- 
ly he may do with good Reaſon: For 
the Perfedions of the Mind, are as jultly 
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to be preferr*d before thoſe of the Boay, 25 
thoſe of the Body before the Gifts of Foy- 
Tore.” NOr is it a Matter of ſmzl import- 
ance to be pkeas'4 with one's /eF : For grant 
any one but rhrs, and he can never be very 
Uneaſy, or very Miſerable. But withon! this, 
there are very few things which will nor 
diſturb and difcompoſe ; and the moſt oh- 
liging Accidents of Life will have no reliſh 
in them. "Tis true, Foly and Vanity does 
ſometimes create a /e/f Complacency in the 
Sinner ; why, even rchen, tis a pleaſing 
Frror. But there is as thinch difference be- 
tween tlie Taft and Rational Complacency 
of a Wiſe Man in himfelf, and the miftz+ 
ken one of a Fool, as there ts between the 
falſe and fleeritig Fancies of a Dream, and 
the ſolid fatisfations of the Day. This 
will be very manifeſt upon the /liz href View 
we can take of thoſe ACtions, which are 
the true Re4/op of the Good Man's $4:7r- 
fat#tion 1n himfelf, and render his Conlſci- 
ence 2 continual Feaſt to him. 

It is commonly faid, T hat Virene 1s its 
own Reward : And though it mult be ac- 
knowledg'd, this is a reward which 15 got 
ſufficient in a// Caſes, not great enougtto 
vanquiſh ſome ſorts of Temptations ; yet 
there is a great deal of Truth and Weight in 
this faying. For a ſtate of Virtue is like a 
ſtate of Health, or Peace, of Strengrh and 
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Beauty ; and therefore deſirable on its own 
account. And it Plesſure, properly ſpeaks 
ing, be nothing elſe but the agreeable Fxer- 
iſe of the Powers of Nature about their pro- 
per Objets; and it it be then abſolute and 
compleat , when theſe Powers are rajſed, 
and the Exerciſe of them is free and «ndr- 
#urbd, then certainly Virtse, which is na» 
thing elſe but the Perfe# AQtion of a Per- 
fet# Nature, as far as the Oe and the Orher 
may be admitted in this ſtate of Mortality, 
mult he a very canliderable Pleaſure. Acts 
of Wiſdom and Charity, the Conremplati- 
on of Truth, and the love of Goodneſs, 
mult be the moſt natural and delightful exer- 
ciſe of the Mind of Man: And becauſe 
Truth and Goodneſs, are Infinite and Omni- 
preſent, and nothing can hinder the Perfect 
Man from contemplating the one, and loving 
the other; theretore does he in his degree 
and meaſure participate of his Self ſufficien- 
cy, as he does of other PerfeQtions of God ; 
and enjoys within himſelf an-inexhaultible 
ſpring of Delight. How many, how va- 
riqus are the Excrciſes and Employmeats of 
the Mind of Man! And when it is once 
poliſh d and cultivated, how agreeable are 
they all ! to invent and find our, to illuſtrate 
and adorn, to prave and demonſtrate, to 
weigh, diſcriminate and diſtingyilh, tode- 
liberate calmly and impartially, to a& with 
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an abſolute Liberty, to deſpiſe little things, 
and look boldly on dangers ; todo all things 
dextrouſly, to converſe with a ſweet and yer 
a manly Air, in boneſt and open, yet t iking, 
obliging Language! How delightful are 
theſe things in themſelves! How much do 
they conduce to the ſervice, the beauty and 
dignity of Human Life | Totheſe accomp/iſh- 
ed Minds we owe Hiſtories, Sciences, Arts, 
Trades, Laws. From all which, if others 
reap an unſpeakable Pleaſure, How much 
more the Authors, the Parents of them? 
And all this puts mein mind of exe gicar 
Advantage which the Perfe# Man enjoys 
above the moſt Fortaxate Senſualiltt ; which 
js, that he can never want an Opportunity ta 
employ all the Vigour of his Mind, »ſefully 
and delightfully. Whence it is that Kerire- 
went, which is the Priſon and the Puniſb- 
ment of -the Fool, is the Paradiſe of the 
Wiſe and Good. 

Bur let us come at length to that Plea- 
ſure which depeads upon External Objefts ; 
where, if any where, the Fool and Sinner, 
muſt diſpute his Ticle to Pleaſure with the 
Wiſe and Good. How many things are 
there here which force us to give the Pre- 
ference to the Wiſe Man ? I will not urge, 
that a narrow, a private Fortune can furniſh 
Score enough for all the Appetites of Virtge ; 
that a Wiſe Maa need not at any time » 
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chaſe his Plesſure at too dear a rate; heneed 
not lie, nor cheat, nor crouch, nor fawn : 
This is the price of ſinful Pleafure. I wil 
not, I ſay , urge theſe and the like Advan-« 
tages, ſince the World rhinks it want of 
ſpirit to be content with a little; and want 
of wit not to praCtiſe thoſe Arts, tet them 
be never ſo baſe , by which we may com- 
paſs wore. Ill only remark theſe few things. 
Firſt, the Wiſe Man's Proſpe# is enlarg'd. 
He is like an Artiſt or Philoſopher, which 
diſcovers a thouſand Pleaſures and Beauties 
in a Piece, wherein the Idiot can ſee none » 
He ſees in all the Works, in all the Provi- 
dences of God, thoſe Depths, thoſe Contri- 
vances, Which the Foo! cannot Fathom ; 
that Order, that Harmony, which the Sin- 
ner is inſenſible of. . Next, The Pleaſure of 
Senſe, that is not refined by Virtse, leaves 
a ain uponthe Mind : 'Tis courſe and twy- 
bulent , empty and wexatiovus. The Plea- 
ſure of Virtue is like a Stream, which runs 
indeed within its Banks, but it runs ſmooth 
and clear ; and has a Spring that always 
feeds the Current : But the Pleaſure of Si 
is like a Land-flood, Impetuous, Muddy, 
and Irregular: And as ſoon as it forſates 
the ground it over-flow'd, it leaves nothing 
behind it, but ime and filth, Laſtly, The 
Wiſe Man forming a true Eftimare of the 
ObjeQs of Serſe, and not looking _—_ 
them 
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them as his «/4:mare.cnd, enjoys all that is 
in them, and is gor tool'd by an Expettation 
of mpre, 'T us having cooſider'd the 06- 
jeds of Human Pleaſure, two things are 
plain: Fir/t, That the Perfect Man has 
many Sources or Fountains of Pleaſure, 
which the Simner never taltes of, which he 
cannot reliſh, which he is a Stranger to : 
Next, As to owtward things, that He has 
even here, many Advantages above the 
other. But what is more conſserable yer, is, 

All the claim the Sizzer lays to Pleaſnre, 
is confin'd to the Preſen: Moment, which 
is extreamly ſhort, and extreamly uncertain ; 
the 7ime that is Pat and to Come, he guits 
all Pretenſions to, or owght to do lo. Ag 
to the time Paft, the thing 1s ſelf-evident : 
For the Szxner, looking back, ces his Plea- 
ſures and Satisfaitions; the Good Mas his 
Trials and Temptations paſt and gone: T he 
Sinner (ces an exd of his Beauty and his 
Strength ; the Good Man of his Weakneſſes 
and Follies : The one when he looks back is 
encountred with diz and Folly, Wickedneſs 
and Shame ; the other with Repentance and 
Good Works ; Guilt and Fear haunt the 
RefleQions of the one, Peace and Hope at» 
tend thoſe of the ozher. As to the trme to 
come, the Atheiſt hath no Proſpect at all be- 
Jond the Grave, the Wicked Chriitian a ve- 


ry diſmal one, the Weak and Imperfedt a 
doubtful 
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doubtful one ; only the Wiſe and Perfett an 
aſſured, joyful , and delizhtful one. And 
this puts me in mind of that which is the 
proper Fruit of Perfeition, and the trueſt 
and greateſt Pleaſure of Human Life, that 
is, Aſſurance, aſſurance of the Pardon-of 
Sin, aſſurance of the Divine Favour, aflu- 
rance of Immortality and Glory. 

Need IT prove, That Aſſurance is an un» 
{peakable Pleaſure ? One would think, that 


to Man who is daily engag'd in a Conflid® - 


with ſome Evil oc other, it were ſupertiy- 
ous to prove that it is a mighty Pleaſure to 
be raisd, though zot above the Aſſault, 
though ot above the Reach, yet above the 
Venom and Malignity of Evils : To be fil'd 
with Joy, and Strength, and Confidence ; 
to ride triumphant under the Protettion of 
the Divine Favour, and ſee the Sea of Lite, 
{well and tos it ſelf in vain, iz vain threat» 
en the Bark it cannot ſink, in vain invade 
the Cable it cannot burſt. One would think, 
that to Man, who lives all his Lite long in 
Bondave for fear of Death, it ſhouid be a 
ſurprizing Delioht to ſee Death lie gaſping at 
his Feet, Naked and Impotent , without 
Stivg, without Terror : One would, finally, 
think, that ro Man, who lives rather by 
Hope than Enjoyment, it ſhould not be ne- 
ceſſary to prove, that the Chriſtian's Hope, 
whoſe Confidence is greater, its Objects 
more 
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more glorious, and its Succeſs more certaia 
than that of any worldly Fancy or ProjeCt, 
isfull of Pleaſ#re; and that it is a delightful 
Proſpe& to ſee the Heavens opened, and 
Jeſus, our Jeſus, our Prince and Saviour, 
ſitting at the Right Hand of | God. 
- FbusTI have, I think, ſufficiently made 
out the Subſerviency of Perfet#ion to the 
Happineſs of this preſent Life, which was 
the thing propos'd to be done in this Chapter. 
Nor can I imagine what ObjeiFions can be 
ſprung to invalidate what I have faid ; un- 
i there be any thing of Colour in theſe 
wo. | 
1. To reap the Pleaſare, will ſome one 
fay, which you have deſcrib'd here, it re» 
uires ſomething of an exalted Genius , 
me Compaſs of Underſtanding, fome $- 
gacity and Penetration. To this I Anſwer, 
I grant indeed that ſome of thoſe Pleaſures 
which FE have reckoned up as belonging to 
the Perfe# Man, demand a Spirit rais d a 
little above the Yulgar : But the richeſt Plea- 
ſures, wot the moſt Poliſbed and Elevated 
Spirits, but the moſt Devout and Charit able 
Souls are beſ# capable of. Such are the 
Peace and Tranquility, which ariſes from 


. the Congueſt and Reduittion of all inordinate 


AﬀeQions ; the /atisfa&ion which accompa- 
nies a ſincere and vigorous 4diſcherge of Du- 
ty, and our Refleftions upon it; the — 
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and Ref which flows from Se!f reſijonation, 
and Confidence 1n the Divine ProteQtion : 
And laftly,- the Joy that ſprings from the 
full aſſurance of: Hope. | 

But 24ly.- Itmay be ObjeQted, "Tis true 
all theſe things ſeem-to hang together well 
enough in Speculation ; but when we come 
to- examine the matter of faiF, we are al. 
molt tempted to think, that all which you 
have faid-to prove the ways of wiſdom, ways 
of pleaſantneſs , and all ber paths peace, 
amounts to no-more than a pretty Amuſe 
ment of the: Mind, and a /:fionsry Scheme 
of Happineſs. For how few are there, if 
any, who feet allthis to be truth, and Ex- 
periment the Pleaſure you talk of ? How few 
are they in-whom we can diſcover any igns 
of this Spiritual joy or fruits of a Divine 
Tranquility or Secarity ? I Anſwer, in a word, 
The examples of a perfe# and mature Vir- 
tue are” very few; Religion runs very low, 
and the Love of God and Gosadneſs in the 
Boſoms of oſt Chriſtians ſuffers ſuch an al- 
lay and mixture, that it 1s mo wonder at all, 
if ſo imperfet# a State breed but very »eak 
and imperfect Hopes, very faint and doubr'ul 
Jeys. Burl ſhall have occalion to examine 
the force of this Objetion more folly, when 
I come to the Obſtacles of Perfettion. 
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Of the Attainment of Perfection : Par- 
ticularly, An account of the Manner 
by which Man Advances or Grows up 
to it. 


Have in the Firſt, Second, and Third 

Chapters explain'd the Notion of Reli- 
gious Perfeition. In the Fourth Chapter I 
bave inliſted on #0 effeis of it, 4ſſurance 
and Pleaſure: My method: therefore now 
leads me to tlie; Attainment of Perfetion. 
Here I will do Two things. 1Jþ. I will 
trace out the ſeveral Steps and Advances of 
the Chriſtian towards it, and draw up, as 
it were, a ſhort Hiſtory of his Spiritual 
Progreſs, fromthe very Infancy, of Virtue, 
to its Maturity and Manhood, 24ly. I will 
diſcourſe briefly of the Motives and: Means 
of Perfettion. 


Of the Chriſtian's Progreſs towards Pers 
eCtion, 


Maay are the Figures and Metaphors by 
which the Scripture deſcrivcs this ; alluding 
one while to the Formation, Nouriſhmear, 
and 
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and Growth of the Natural man ; anotber 
while to that of Plants and Vegetables : 
One while to the dawning and increaſing 
Light, that ſhines more and more to the 
perfe& Day. Another while to that ſuc- 
ceſſion of Labours and ExpeCtations which 
the Husbandman runs . through. from 
Ploughing tothe Harveſt. . But of all che 
Similies which the Spirit makes uſe of to this 
end, there is oze eſpecially that ſeems to me 
to give usthe trueft, and the livelieſt Image 
of the Change of a Sinner into a -Saint. 
The Scripture repreſents Si as a ſtate of 
Bondage, and Righteouſneſs as a ſtate of ' Lis 
berty ; and teaches us, that by the ſame 
ſteps by which an enflaved and oppreſſed 
People arrive-at their Sceular, by the very 
fame does the Chriſtian at his Spiritual Li- 
berty and Happineſs. 

Firftthen, As foon as any Judgment of 
Mercy, or any other fort of Call, awakens 
and penetrates the Sinner ; as ſoon as a clear 
Light breaks in upon him, and makes him 
ſee and conſider his own ſtate, heis preſent- 
ly agitated by various Paſſions, according to 
his different Guilt and 1emper, or the dif- 
ferent Calls and Motives by which he ts 
wrought upon: One while Fear, another 
while Shame; one while Indignation, ano- 
ther while Hope, fills his Soul : He reſents 
the Tyranny, and complains of the Ferſe- 
Cuiion 
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cution of his Luſts; he upbraids himſelf 
with his folly, and diſcovers' a meanneſs 
and ſhamefulnefs in his Vices, which he did 
not refle& ſufficiently before; he is 
vex'd and trotbled at the Plagucs and 
miſchiefs his Sin and folly have already 
red him, ' and thinks he has reaſon to 
r, if he perſiſt, others far more intole- 
rable. Thez he callsto mind the Goodneſs, 
the Long-ſuffering of God ,* the Love of 
Jeſus, the Demonſtration of the Spirit and 
Power ; and how diſtant ſoever he be 
om Virtue, he diſcerns there is a Beauty 
and Pleaſure in it ; and cannot but judge 
the Righteous nappy Theſe thoughts , 
theſe travels of the Mind, if they be nor 
ſtrangled in the birth by a Matt's own wil- 
fulneſs or pufillanimity, or unhappily di- 
verted upon fome Temptations, do kindle 
1n the Boſom of the Sraner, the deſires 
of Righteouſneſs and Liberty; they fill 
him with _ and Shame, caft him 
down, and humble him' before God, 
and make him finally reſolve on ſhaking 
of the Yoke. This may be' called a 
ſtate of I/lamination; and is a ftare of 
Preparation for, or Diſpoſition to Repent- 
ance: Or if it be Repentance ir ſelf, *ris 
yet but an Embrio: To perfet# it, 'tis 
neceſlary, 
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Secondty,.. EF hat the Siancr- make good-his 


Reſolutions,,4pd \atually break with -his 


Luſts ;- be mult ;rejc& cheir Sollicications, 
and: bold}y..oppeſe_ theyr,; Commands ; - he 
muſt take..parc,with Reaſon and Religion, 
keep a —=y over his Soul, and 
mu{t earnelGly labour by, Mortification and 
Diſcipline, .,by Medication; and Prayer to 
root; out, Vice, and plant . Virtue in; his 
Soul... 'This 1a; the Language of the Pro» 
-phet is ceaſing to, do evik, and learning to do 
well, -1{2\,..2-71 6, 17+. He that. has proceeded 
Thus far. ,,;though he feel.a great Conflict 
within, ; OT the EA of Lultt be 
very [trongo and conlequently the diſcharge 
of his Duty very difficult,,he is nevertheleſs 
in a ſtate of,grace , but.19 a'itare of chuld- 
hood ta. ;,; he is fincere, 'but far from being 
perfect, - And;.yet this 1s the ſtate which 
many, conzinuejn, to the end of their Laves, 
being partly, abus'd by. falſe Notions, and 
taught to believe, from. Row. 7. that thers 
is no. higher or perfefer (tate; partly in» 
tangled and incumbred by ſome unhappy 
circumſtances of Life : Or it may be, the 
Force or Impetas of the Soul, towards Per- 
fetion, is.much abated by the ſatisfation 
of- Proſperity, and the many Diverſions agd 


- 


Engagements of a Fortunate Life : But 


he that will be Perfe, muſt look upon 
this ftate as the beginning of Virtue. For 
it 


a 
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it muſt be remembred;: that a ftubborna and 
powerful' Enemy will not be ſubdued and 
totally brought under'iqa | moment. ' The 
Chrittian therefore muftproſecute this War 
till he has finiſhed it;'I will not ſay. by 
extirpating, but diſabling the, Enemy. Bur 
here I would have it well obſerv'd, that 
the reducing the Enemy 'to a low conditi- 
on, is not always effe&ed by an uninter« 
rupted ſeries of Yi#ories ;*dor ſeldom is any 
{o fortunate; or. ſo brave, ſo: wiſe , or ſo 
watchful; as to meet with-no check in the 
long courle of a difficult'War; 'tis enough 
if he be not diſcourag'd, butinſtrutted and 
awakend by it. And to prevent any fa- 
tal diſafter,' two Errors muſt carefully be 
avoided. ' Firft, A haſty and fond conhi- 
dence in our ſelves, with an overweaning 
contempt and neglect of the Enemy: And 
next, all falle and cowardly Projetts of 
Truces and Accommodations: Nor'is the 
ſitting down content with poorand low At- 
taiaments very far removed from this lat» 
ter. This 1s the ſecond\Stage of the Chri» 
ſtian's Advance towards Perfeition'; and 
may 'be call'd the ſtate of: Liberry. The 
third and laſt, which now follows ; is: the 

ſtate of Zgal, or Love, or as Myſtick Wra - 
ters delight to call it, the ftate of Union. 
The Yoke of ſin being oace ſhaken off} 
the Love of Righteouſneſs, and a delight 
2 in 
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in it, is more ang more increaſed : And 
now the man proceeds to the /aff Round in 
the Scale of  Perfefion. The Wildom, 
Courage, and Vigor of a Convert, is ge» 
nerally at firſt: imployed in ſubduing his 
Corruptions , in conquering his il] Habits, 
and: defeating his Enemies ; in watching 
over his owh Heart, and guarding himſelf 
againſt Temptarions. But this being once 
done, he is inefull liberty to- purſue the 
works of Peace and Love. Now he may 
advance from zeceſſary to voluntary afts of 
felf-denial, which before would have been 
putting old wine into new bottles, contrary to 
the advice of our Mafter, Matt. 9.17. Now he 
may enlarge his Knowleoge, and exchange 
the melk of the word for ſirong meat, for the 
Wiſdom and the Myſteries of it : Now 
he may extend his watchfulneſs, his care ; 
and 'whereas they were before wiſely, for 
the moſt part, confined to his own ſafety, 
he' may now, like our Saviour , go about 
doing good, AQts to. 38.proteQting, | <Leeg 
ning, and reſcuing his weak Brethren ; pro- 
pagating the Faith, and inflaming the Bo- 
foms of mea with the love of Jeſus and his 
Truths. Now, in a word, he may Zive 
himſelf up to a life of more exalted C 
templation, Purity and Charity, which wall 
be natural and eaſy now, though it were 
not ſo in the-beginning. And this Life is 
ACCom- 
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accompanied with peace ang joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt ; with confidence and pleaſure: Now 
the: yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and his burden 
light ; now he rejoices with joy unſpeakable, 
and hopes full of glory. Now 'tis not {0 
much. be that lives, as Chriſt that lives in 
him : For the life which he now leads, is 10- 
tirely the produtt of Faith and Loye ; and 
his greateſt buſineſs is to maintaia the 
_ which he has got, and to hold 
aſt the Redfaſtneſs of his hope unto the 
end. 

To render this ſhort account of the 
growth of Virtue, from its very Seed to 
Maturity, the more «/eful , and to free it 
from ſome ſcruples, which it may otherwile 
give occaſion to ; I will here add two or 
three Remarks. 1. That the ſtate and ha- 
bir of Perfe#ion, is a different thing from 
ſome ſudden flights, or efforts of an extra- 
ordinary Paſſion; and ſo is the fixt and 
eſtabliſh'd tranquility of the mind , from 
ſome ſudden guſts, and ſhort-liv'd fits of 
ſpiritual joy. No maa attains to the ha- 
bits of virtue and pleaſure but by degrees ; 
and the natural method and order by which 
he advances to either, is that which I have 
ſet down. But as to ſome Sallies of the 
moſt pure and exalted Paſſions, as to ſhorr- 
livid fits of Perfeftiow, as to tranſient 
talts , ſhort and ſudden tranſports of ſpiris 
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tual pleaſure, it- is-very often" otherwiſe. 
God ſometimes, either ro allure the frailey 
of-2 new Convert, or to fortify his 'reſo- 
lution'againft ſome hazardous 'Prial, does 
raiſe ſhim to -ari extraordinary height, 'by 
more” than- uſuat Communications of ' his 
bleſſed Spiritz- and raviſhes him'by ſome 
glances, as it were, of the-Beatifick Viſion. 
Raprtures of Love, the melting tenderneſs 
of- a pious Sorrow , the ſtrength of Reſo- 
lucion and Faith, : the Confidence and Ex- 
ultancy of aſſurance, do ſometimes accom- 
pany ſome fort-of Chriſtians4ia the begin- 
nings of Righteouſneſs, or: in/the ftare of 
Illumination. Where the "Conviction is 
full, the Imagination-lively, and the'Paf- 
fions tender, it is more eaſy to gain Perf» 
#ion,; than to preſerve it. * When a' profits 
varte Sinner in the day of \God's iPower is 
{natch'- like a Firebrand out: of the-fire, 
reſcued: by ſome amazing-and ſurprizing 
Call, like 1/rael+ by Miracles out of Egypt ; 
I wonder nor; uf ſuch a'one {owes much, 
becauſe mu:h has been forgiven.him ; I won» 
der not if he | be {wallowed::up by 'the 
deepeſt and the livelieft ſenſe of Guilt and 
Mercy ; I wonder not, if-{uch a one en- 
deavour to repair-his paſt-Crimes by He- 
roick as, if he: make haſte to redeem his 
loſt time by aizeal and wigilance. hard to 
be imitated, never to be parallel'd by qthers. 

'F Hence 
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Hetice wereaF of Tad); ſaver the day of 
her eſpouſal,” Je## 2:"2. Ard ofthe fr oe! 

of the rar "Epheſus Þ Rev: 2. 4 as 
> moſt And the firtk vitties 
of the Go Neſy [when menwtreTonverted 


by aftoniſhing Mifadles ;/wiHenithe Preſence: 


and Example of Jeſus 4M his Followers ; 
when the Perſpieuity and Authority, the 
=_ and Power, the LufreagdSurprize 
the Word of Life and Salvarien' dazled, 
over-powred and*cranſporreiÞthe minds of 
men , and"made\aithorough\change -in a 
moment z\and when apaiay* No man 


feſſed Chriſtiahity, but ho expeRed-by his 


Suff:rings- and Marryrdom:go-ſeal the rrach 
of his Profeſſion ;-1 wondergor ifs Virrue 
ripened faft under ſuch: mirgeulous influen- 
ces'of Heivenj or: if -xſſaromce ſprung: vp: 
in a moment from-thefe «brig >ht: proofs of 
an unſhaken' Integrity. | Biel, 00 hiv 
in colder Climares ;- who! behdid nothing 
i fo clear and bright a Light asthoſehap-' 
py Souls did j-(muſt be 'contene ro make! 
ſhorter and lower my towards Porfetti- 
on, and ſatisfy our (elves with a natural,; 
not mage 1 grels. '' And we; whoſs 
Virtues are {o' generallyamwdep-grown, -an 
our Trialsnoorher than altos ones, have 
no reaſon to expe& thayoys'of a! Perfert 
Aſſurance, ll we þ0 on E6-Y" poem 
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ſo is ut of - great | Expeace- and; Coft too; I 
mean, 'tisthe efieft of giach Labour and 
Travel, Self-denialand Watchfulneſs, Re- 
ſolution and:Gonſtancy. Many are the 
Dangers: whighi we are; to, encounter 
through ouc;{whole Progreſs towards it; 
Why elle; axe.awe.cxhorted, to: learn to do 
good 2. Toxinfett: bolineſs-in rhe fear 
od, 2 Coteus <1 0: be renewed in t 
pirit of our minds from day to dey, Eph. 
4 23- To watchy hand faſty :to:quit us liht 
wen; to be firopg, 1 Cori-.46,13, To toke 
t9-45 the whole.armour of God, that we may 
be able t0 and ag einft the wiles of the devil; 
and when: we: have done all, to ſtand, Eph. 
6- 11413: Touſerel diligence to make our 
— eleftion ſure,: 2 Pet. 3. 10. and; 
{uch'like; !- Nay, which-is very remarka- 
ble,' theſe and-the like Exhortations were 
addreſs'd t0:Chriſtions in thoſe times, which 
had 'manifold- advantages above theſe of 
owf5- ; If I ſhould ſay, That the Spirit of 
God, the ſhoRifying Grace. of God, was 
_ — in _ plentiful we a 
| ever after, not only: Sergprore, as Þ 
think, but Ree/on too, would be on my fide. 
quid ie; Dey ng Fennihey's 
quire 44t-;5 ! as a3 
Miracles to. Convert the Jew and the 
tile. But beſides this, the then ems = 
o\ u 
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ful and larprinigg ing Light of the Goſpel, the 
Preſence of Jeſs in the Fleſb,- or of thoſe 
who had been eye-witneſles of his Glory ; 
CIEne of wa ay ed. Apd yank 

, the ex terrible t 
Temporal and. Eternal Judgments at the 
door ; and. an.equal ec ation of glori- 
ous ones too. , All theſe; things breaking 
in, beyond expeQtation, upon a Jewiſb and 
Pagan World, overwheim'd before.by thick 
Darkneſs, and whoſe Abominations were 
too notorious to be conceal'd,. and too de» 
teſtable to be excuſed or defended, could 
not but produce'a very. great and ſudden 
e. Now therefore, if in theſe times, 
many did ſtart forth- in a momeat fit for 
Baptiſm and Martyrdom ; if many amoog(t 
theſe were, ſuddenly changed, juſtified and 
crowned, I wander not. |7his was a day 
of - Power, a day of. Glory wherein God af 
ſerted Himſelf, exalted his Son, and ref 
cued the World by « firetched out hand, I 
ow not Harney i hence be indu- 
to.expett any thing like at ris day. But 
yet if orien all chis, Chriſtians 
1Q thoſe happy. times, amidit ſo. many ad- 
vantages, ſtood:jn need of ſuch Exhortati- 
ons,, what do not'we in theſe times? If fo 
much Watchfulneſs, Prayer, Patieace, Fear, 
Abſtinence, and earneſt Contentioa be- 
came them, when God as it were bowed the 
Heavens, 
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heavens, and came down and. dwelt among ff 
men; what becomes us in- theſe days,” 1n 
the dregs of time , when God ftands as 
it'were aloof off, to fee what will be our 
latter end, retired þehind a: Cloud, which 
our Hereſies and: Infidelities, Schiſms and 
Diviſions, Sins and Provdbcations have rai- 
ſed ? To conclude, -He that will be Perfef# 
mult not fit'like the lame man by Berhef 

's Pool, expeQiing till ſome 4#2e/ come 
to cure him/3"but like our Zordg he muſt 
climb the Mount, and ptay ,” and then he 
may be transformed ; he'may be raifed as 
much above the moral Corruption 'of his 


Nature-by' Perfet#iop , as'our Saviour was 


above the'meanneſs and humility of his By- 
dy, by his'glorious Trarsfigaration. Theſe 
two Obſervations. are of 'manifold uſe.- For 
many expet* pleaſure when they have no 
right toit 3 they would reap, before Vir- 
tue be grown up and ripen'd; and being 
more intefit-upon the fruit of Duty, than 
the diſcharge” of it, they 'are frequently 
diſappointed and diſcouraged, Others there 
are, who miſtaking ſome' fits' and flaſhes 
of ſpiritual joy for the habitual peace and 
pleaſure of Perfeion', do entertain too 
early confidences, and inftead of  perfetting 
holineſs in the fear of God, they decline, 
or it may-be, fall away through negligence 
and ſecurity ;- or which is as bad, the Du- 
ties 
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ties-of -Religion grow taſteleſs and-inſipid 
to''thetn for —_ of _ pleafoure-which 
they ignorantly 'or preſumpruoufly expe&t 
ſhon IFconftantly dond '<m : Ang {o do 
are Jiſheartned or diſguſted, and give back ; 
which they would never do, it they did 
rightly underſtand,that Perfe#ion is a work 

" time 3 that a ſetled Tranquility, an ha- 
bitual joy of 1Spirit, is the Fruit only of 
Perfettion ; and that thoſe ſhort gleams of 
joy, which break in upon new Converts, 
and ſometimes on other imperfeQ Chrifti- 
ans, do depend upon extraordinary Cir- 
cumſtances, or are peculiar Favoursof Hea- 
ven. Laſtly, 'there are many, who have 
entertain'd. very odd Fancies about the At- 
fainment of Perfeftion; they talk and att as 
if Perfettion were the Produtt, not of Time 
and Experience, but an Inſtant ; as if it were 
to be/infuſed in'a:moment, not acquir'd ; as 
if it were a meer Arbitrary Favour, not 
the Fruit of | Meditation and- Diſcipline. 
"Tis true, 16 cannot be doubted by a Chri- 
ſtan, - but that "Perfe7ion derives it ſelf 
from Heaven; and that the Seed of it is 
the Grace of 'God : Yet it is true too, and 
can as little be doubted by any one who 
conſults the Goſpel, and the Experience of 
the beſt men, that we muſt - watch, and 
pray, and contend, labour, and perſevere, 
andithat long top, ere we can attain it. 
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And whoever fancies himſelf wrapt up.ia» 
to the third Heaven:on a ſudden, will figd 
himſelf as ſuddenly let down to the Earth 
again ; if he do not uſe his utmoſt dili- 
gence to fortify his Reſolutions, to cheriſh 
the New-born Flame, and to guard 
improve his Virtues. 

- 3dly, It may be Objefed againſt the ac- 
count I have given of the growth of Vir- 
tue, that when I come to the Maturity of 
it, my colours are #00 bright, my ſtrokes 
#00 bold , and the Form I haye given i 
00 Divine: For you deſcribe-it, will one 
ſay, as if Man, now grown Perfe##, had 
nothing to do, but to enjoy God, and him- 
ſelf ; asif he were already zntred into reſt, 
and did aQtually fit down with Chrift in hee+ 
venly places ; as if, ina word, Virtue were 
no longer his Task, but Plesſure ; as if he 
had nothing to do bur to: rejoice continu» 
ally , nothing further co-preſs after , no» 
thing to combat , nothing to contend 
with : Whereas the Fathers generally , 
and all Judicious Modeys W riters ſeem to 
place Perfe#ion in nothing higher, than ia 
a perpetual progreſs cowards it ; they look 
upon Life as a perpetual Warfare, and ut- 
terly deny any ſuch Height or Eminence as 
is rais'd above Clouds and Storms, above 
Troubles and Temptations. But to this T 
have ſevers/ things to ſay, which will clear 
my 
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my ſenfe about this Matter, and diſpel all 
Objeftions. Firſt, I have deſcribed the laſt 


Stage of the Chriſtian's Spiritual Progreſs, 


which I call a ſtate of Zeal, and in which 
I ſuppoſe the Chriſtian to commence Per- 
felt ; this I ſay, I have deſcribed in the 
ſame manner, and, as near as I could, in 
the ſame words which the Scripture does. 
Secondly, L do not pretend any where 
to aſſert, That there is any ſtate in this 
Life-rais'd above Trials and Temptations. 
Alas! the moſt Perfe# Man will find it 
work enough to 'make good the Ground 
he has gain'd, and maintain the ueſt 
he has won ; much Watchfulneſs and La- 
bour, much Humility and Fear, and many 
other Virtues are neceſſary to Perſeverance 
in a ſtate of PerfefFiow. Thirdly, As the 
world now goes, and . indeed ever did, 
Perfeition. is a ſtate we arrive at very late ; 
and all the way to it, full of Labour and 
Travel, full of Dangers and Difficulties; 
ſo that upon this account, the Life of Man 
may well enough be faid to be a perpetual 
Warfare. But Fowrthly, I do by no means 
affirm, That the Perfe# Man is incapable 
of Growth and Improvement. Of this I 
ſhall have occaſion to unfold my ſenſe more 
fully afterwards. In the mean time I can- 
not forbear obſerving here, that there is a 
great difference between the growth of an 


Imper- 


* a 


F. _ gn 4 


—— 


"= Of -the Attainment of /Perfeftion:: 


—_— 
—_— 


J — _ 
> © Tmperfet and a Perfet# Chriſtian z for ſup-= 


poling Grace to be always increaſing, and 
the very Maturity of Virtue to admit of 
Degrees;z- yet the marks and diſtinQions of 
ſuch different Degrees are {o nice and deli- 
cate, that the Advances of the Perfe# Man 
are ſcarcely perceptible to himſelf, with- 
out the cloſeſt and ftrieſt Enquiry, much 
leſs can-they fall under: the Obſervation- of 
others. - The ff Change:of a Sinner from 
- Darkneſs to Light, from Vice to Virtue, 
from an averſion for God and Goodneſs, to 
a Sincere, though nota Perfe# Loye of 
both ,-/ 4s: very palpable; So again , The 
change from a ſtate-of weakneſs and incon+ 
ſtancy; -to one of ſtrength; of confli& and 
difficulty, to one of eaſe and: liberty; 'of 
fear and doubt, ro- one of. confidence and 
pleaſure, is little leſs evident than ſenfible. 
But the ſeveral degrees of growth after- 
wards, the improvements, whateyer:they 
be, of - a Mature ſtate, 'are of another na- 
ture, not conlifting in a Change, but Ad- 
dition; and that made. i»/exfibly. Here 
therefore, the Perfet# Man, in order to 
maintain the Peace'and Pleaſure of his 
Miad, need not enter into a Nice and Scru- 
pulous Examination of.the Degrees 'and 
Meaſures of his Virtues; 'tis ſufficient that 
he make good his Poſt; tisenough if he 
follow -the advice of St. Pas, x Cora x5; 
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58. If he be fledfaſt and unmoveable; and 
always abounding in the Works of the Lord. 
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res T infilt particularly on every one 
of the Means or 1n/truments of Per fetti= 
on, it would- lead me through: the whole 
Syſtem of Religion 3 it would oblige me 
to treat of all che Articks-of our Faith, 
and all the Parts of Motal Righteouſneſs. 
For the Virtues. of the Goſpel do all afford 
mutual ſypport and nouriſhment to one 
another ; and; mutually miniſter to their 
own growth and ſtrength. And Prayer 
and the Lord's Supper, not to mention 
Meditation, Pal, , Converſation, Di- 
ſcipline, are founded upon the belict of all 
the Myſteries of our Religion ; and conſilt 
in the Exerciſe of- almott all Chriſtian 
Graces, as Repentance, Faith, Hope, Cha- 
rity : But this would bean endleſs Task. I 
rpoſe therefore here only to lay down 
= few General Obſervations, which 
may ſerve for direCtions ia the uſe of Goſpei 
Means, point out the Exd we are to aim as 
an 
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and enable us to reap the utmoſt Bereſit 
from them. Theſe 0b/ervations are, 


1, The Praice of Wiſdom and Virtue 
is the beſt way to improve and ſtrengthen 
both. 

2. The Two general and immediate [y- 
ſtruments, as of Converſion, fo of Perfettion 
too, are the Goſpel, and the Spirir. 

/3- The natural and immediate Fruit of 
Meditation, Prayer, Euchariſt, Pſalmody, 
and good Converſation, is, the —_ and 
enlivening the Conſcience, the tortifying and 
confirming our Reſolutions, and the rai 
and keeping upan Heavenly Frame of Spirit. 

4- The immediate Ends of Diſcipline, 
are the ſubduing the Pride of the Heart, 
and reducing the Appetites of the Body. 

5- Laſtly, Some kinds of Life are better 


| fuited and accommodated to the great Exds 


of Religion and Virtue, than orbers, I 
will very briefly Illuftrate each of theſe 04- 
ſervations, and ſuggeſt from them ſuch 
Rules, as I ſhall judge moſt ſerviceable to 
promote PerfeiZion. 


$. 1. The Pratice of Wiſdom and Vir 
tue, is the beſt way 'to improve and 
ſtrengthen both. This is a Propoſition al- 
moſt Self-evident : For beſides thar, it is 
acknowledged on all Hands, that the fre- 
quent 
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quent, .repetition: oof i fingle 2£#r: of: Vire 
we, is: The} natural way: *t0 arrive ac 
an- Hebit-wob::1x-5o2he  Pradijce': of Virtue. 
gives! a> Man baldoeſs - towards. 
God ;,»»mingks- Joy: ant Pleaſare+ io all - 
his' Addreſſes'to him , puries: 2nd -00-' 
lightens:2hwrMind,,// and: entigles bim to 


more - | af ! Grace; '/and 
higher degrees: of Favour, » If ye. coptinge | 
in my. » are ye my df indeed ; 
aud ye jball know the truth; andahe truth (babl- 
mate youfree,  Joba 8. 31, 32:0: Fo him that 
hath, ſball. beg ruewy and tht: (bell. have more. 
abundance; Mixthiix 3. 1:2. If _—_—_ As: 
undonbtedhnrigis+\.4t -45\ plain, DV hat we; 
ought- not-tobe:fond-of :fugh a Solitude: 
or Retirement; :as:cuts off che-opportunky. 
of |many; Virrnes, which: mey,bedaily-pras 
Etis'd in amore publick and ative: Lites; 
'The true :Ancborite or Hermwun,:was at faſt; 
little berrerthanaiRrioss Extrabagerns 1 with 
not ſay how much worſe he igirlow; - Medis 
tation and Prayer ave excelleat Ducies buy 
Meekneſs'4nd::Chirity, Merey, and Zeal 
are not one jbtinferior tocbern,;;Fhe Wortd: 
is an excellent School to aged ou 
the Follics and the Miſeries,-the:Trials ar 

'Temptatians/of it , da..nos only exergin 4 
aid; employour;!V ire gr butt gulgivane 

and. improyecit::” They aftord1 ug;bors 


Jaftroftios and: Diſcipliney wad naturally 
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a wellfereled Power overiour ſelves;! *: 
our own faulbifievery Accident that befalls: 
us/-414 everyone whom rwb4 converſe: 
withy' do!tibetdadhrus foaſewhiayy oceafion/ 
ſore (wile RofietFion 5 of cakindle fonte Pis! 
ous 4fNAh# in uk: Werddhnoviefied on 
ol Words wid 'A Rions,we Ubinur/gbferve 
thewmetions of) our. own Heangag diligent- 
ly as-we ovghty we make ticle(ur: nocd ps. 
what weſee-or hear) Not learn 
avy'thing fronrthe Wiſdoww andre: Virtues: 
the'Folly' and rhe \Madoefs:0f9 Man, and. 
the” colnſequimtts of: both4- bY 6 we nei» 
chet imptove'bvir Knovede jingtrour! Fir 
te; but are rho/ſamme rodepwe! were peſter- 
diy, ahd Tiifewaſtes awayan common Acci- 
dents, and-cuſtomary AQtions;i with as lit- 
tle alteration 2 us, * as! in-our Aﬀairs 2 
Whereas, -werewwe mindfuly\aswe ought, 
of vir revs-\Inttrelt;” act -defitvus £0 reap 
foie fpirituat Benefit from ever the 
Virrues of 'Gvo# Men would thkindle our 
Kemulation, 'and the Folly and”: Madneſs of 
Si\»nty/ would confirm our abhorreace for 
Sin; from ove we ſhould: learn Content, 


AdVinte uf0n wwardsfolidoWifiom and: 


from a4 Induſtry 5* here wedhould ſe 
Char in Meekneſs and-Charity, thrtc 
W-Plamdlig''; in #8; Man weedbould fee 
Reaſon” tov admire Dilſcretiony cagd Com» 
Courage and 


Con- 
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Conſtancy,” Afﬀiduity and Perſeverance : 
Nor would -itbe leſs uſeful ro us, to obſerve, 
how Vanity expoſes one, and Peeviſhneſs 
torments «whey; how Pride and Ambitioa 
embroil a third, -and = .-- ot ow 
temptible Avaryice renders a fowrth ; and to 
trace all rhat varicty of ruin, which Luſt 
and Prodigality, Diſorder and'Slocth, leave 
behind them.” 

And as'this kind of \ Obſervations will fill 
us with ſolid and uſeful Kwowledge, fo will 
a diligentatteation to the Rules of Righte- 
onſnels,” and 'diferetion in all the common 
and daily.aQtions-of Life, enrich us with 

true Virtue. Relipion 18 not.to \be confin'd 
tothe Choreb,' and to the Cloſer ; nor to! be 
exerciſed only: in Prayers 'and Sacraments, 
Medi ation and Aims ; but every where, 
we are in 'the Preſence of God, andevery 
Word, evety A&ﬀion, is capable of Mora 
iy. Our Defets and Tafirminics berray 
themſelves inthe daily Accidents and rhe 
common Converſation of 'Life 5 and bee 
they draw after them very importane Con- 
. kequences ; and therefore here they arc to 
be watched aver, cegulated/ and govera'd, 
as well'as'in onr more ſolems A Rions. 'Tas 
© the Virtues or the Errors of our common 
Converſation and ordinary Ks 7 comme 
that we oweborh our Priends and/Enemies, 
our good gr ns abroad, =_ 
2 
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-will inſtru him, every thing, will afford 
4 an 


Domeſtick Peace: or. Troubles, and in a 
high 'degree,, the: 1mprovemenit| or. depra- 
vation of our Minds. . Leta0,Man' then, 
that will be Perfet#. or Hehpr.: abandon 
himſelf to his Humours or Jaclinations 1n 
his Carriage t0wards his Acquaintance, - his 
Children; his Servants: Let no-Man, that 
will' be' Perfe&#-or: Happy, follow Prejudice 
or F:ſbion in the common and cuſtomary 
ASions of Life : But let-him aſſure him- 
ſelf, that by a daily endeayqur to conform 
theſe more and more to the-excelleat Rules 
of the Goſpel, he is to train.up himſelf by 
degrees to.the,moſt abſolute Wiſdom, and 
the moſt Perfei# Virtue, he is-capable oh. 
And to this end be muſt firſt know! himſels, 
and thoſe he: has to. do: with; .he muſt di- 
ſcern the proper. Seaſon and; the-juſt Occa- 
ſion .of every; Virtue 3 and! then. he muſt 
apply himſelf tothe acquiring the PerfeQ+- 
on of it by the daily-Exerciſe of -it, eve in 
thoſe things, which, for want of due Re- 
fleQtion, do not commonly ſeem of any great 
Importance: 'To one that;is rus diſpos'd, 
the dulneſs or the careleſsnels of a Servant, 
the ſtubbornae(s. of a Child, the Sourneſs 
of a Parent, the. Inconſtancy of Friends, the 
Coldne(s of 'Relations,, the. Negle& or; Io- 
gratitude.of | the World; will all prove 6x- 
tremely;uſefuliand beneficial ;,6very, thing 
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an opportunitycof exerciling ſome Virtue 
or another-;z ſo\rhat ſuch a one ſhall be 4ai/y 
learning, de#(y'growing better and wiſer, 


|S. 2. The two great Inſlruments, not of 
Regeneration.only, but allo of Perſeverance 
and Perfettton, are the Word.and the Spirit 
of God. _ This:no Man dowbrs that is a 
Chriſtian :. And therefore. I ' will. not. go. 
about to vn it ; | Nor will Lat preſeat di- 
ſcourſe of the Energy and Operation of the 
one, and. the other ;..or examine what cach 
isinats ſelf, or. wherein the one differs from 
the other:, *Tis abundantly;enough, if we 
beafſured that the Goſpel and the Spirit are 
proper arid»ſufficient Mens; to attain\the 
greati\Exads T'have mentioned, namely, our 
Converſion and | Perfettion, And that they 
are ſo; is very plain from-thoſt Textawhich 
do exprefly affert , Thar, the: Goſpel.con- 
tainsal}, choſe; Eriiths- chat. are neceſſary ro 
the clear Expoſition of our Duty, or- ta 
the moving and obliging us to the PraQtice 
of it. Afd that the Spirit implies a ſup- 
ply of all chat ſupernatural ſtrength, be it 
what ic will, that is nece(ſary to enable us, 
not only to will, but to do that which the 
Goſpel convinces us to' be: our Duty,, Such 
are, Rom. $. 2. For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me: free from 
the law of fin and death, 2 Tim. 3 16, 17, 
H 3 Al 
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Al {criprave 3s guiliw by inſpiration" of God, 
and ts profitable for pie, fot teproof,, for 
correftion, for | inſttultion in" righteouſneſs. 
T hat the man of God may be perfet#,thoroughly 


furnilbed unto all pood \works. © 2 Cor. 12. 9. 


Ant he ſaid #nto me, My gr ace 3s [ufficient for 
thee, for my firength is made & in weak+ 
eſs. Moſt gladly thertfore will 1rather glory 
in my infirmitles, that the power. of Chrif 
may reſt when we. x Pet. 1. 5." Who are kept 
by the power of Gol through faith wnto ſat- 
vation, ready to'be revealed ty the laſt tine. 
'Tis needleſs to multiply Texts on. this oc- 
caſion, otherwiſe *twere very eaſy. to ſhew, 
That-all things neceſſary to Lift axd God- 
lintſs, are contain'd in the Word'and' Spi- 
rit.;. that whatever is neceſſarily 'to be 
wrought in us to prepare us for, or. eatitle 
vs to-Etergal/Salvatrion, is aſcribed to the 
Goſpel and ou Jus: This ruth then 
being-unqueſtionable; That the Gy/pet and 
the Spirit are the two' great [nframeats of 
Perfedtion ; we may from hence infer wo 
Rates , which are of the 'moft univerſal 
uſe, and of the moſt powerful efficacy in 
the purſuit of 'Perfe#rop. ' r.. We cannar 
haye too great a Valae, too great' a Paſſion 
for the Book of 'God 5 \not fix our 

and Hearts roo earneſtly upon the truths of 
jr. We maſt imitate the Theſſafonizns, wa 
behalf af whom St. Pax] thanks God, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe when. they recerueditht \word of Gad 
-whith they heard of \hiim,. theyrererved it not 
: #4 he whrd'of men, but .arairvds.im trath, the 
-word of Gd v11\Fhell. 2.114.5rbat 15, we 
-wult' eatertamn) the! Goſpe/, #5-chat which 
-has Infallible 'Fruth in gr Dotcines, 
- uncontrodlable Authority: an-all is Pre- 
:cepts, a Divine Certanitycinall cies Prom- 

ſes and 'Fhreats,i and a\Divige \Wiſdom in 
all its Counſels and DireQivas >14And he chat 
.thus believes will-cercainly» find the Goſpel 
to work cfictually in bins, as it: did 10. che 
- Theſſalonians: What. Lighe. and Beauty 
will he diſcern inal its Deſcriptions of our 
Duty !-Whas Horce inalt! ns-Perluaſions ! 
What Majeſty,” what Digoity, what Lite, 
what Power; iwhat Conſolation ,: what 
- {1k ane: word. ,; What Heaver:ly 


\Fircue will keridifcern in eich-partof- ac, 


zaad whativattband unfathomable W {dom 
«an the whole ſure and Contrivance 
of it How wil he then' admire it, how 
will he lovear, -how will be ftudy it; how 
will he, in: How will he be tran- 
Fs DheBrawiles, and awed by the 
it}-How will he be pierced and 
ſruck through by thoſe Raagyrentione el of 
Kin, and Capeiv'd and Enamour'd by thoſe 
lively and divine Deſcriptions 'of Virtue 
he meets in ir! How will he adore the 
Goodne's of God, conſpicuous in our Re- 
H 4 demption | 
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__ ption4nHow®:will:he be voflam'd: with 


:the: love of Feſess , and 'beramer'd: at. his 
-Condeſcention and '»HumilityyſxTh4s\ and 


-much wear aatural: " _ 
' celving "a9 WE! 'and pon- 
.deringrhe Fruthsof:itwikh devout andam- 


-ceſſane Medatation./ 'This this Royal Pfat- 
miſt. was. abundantly. ſealihlo.of ,, Thy word 


({bave 'T hid'ni Hy: t hat Aavizhs not ſus 
ainſt thee. alin: 1.3 $6.8 262 Þibou through 
rh commandments: bhaftomiede me wiſer rhan 


mine enemies: for. they are{evey with me. 
\I'bave moze unier fending/than ull my teach- 


18rs : for thy t nies are amy: Inedct ation, 
: yer. 98, Tow I wiany ocher 
verſes out of ithat | P/al'm , .cHntaining 


various'and ty Effeits of: the Waker 
God. Nor: wr 48 onerthink that I attribute 
, too-muchito rhe ſtudy of i dhis!Mord of Life, 
; who ſhall conſider hs it4s0ne of: the-great 
- Works of the: Holy Spirit} to oncline cv 
hearts tothe teflimoniecof |Godz-48. write bis 
laws in: our hearts, to'di pale.us-to-attend to 
-revealed Truths; and[ia one; word, :to ifix 
our Minds jand . Thoughts! 'upon them. 
"w&S1ace the —_ roger wich: the: Gp- 
fpet;, 'isa joint Prigciple of | Reg entration 
and: Perfetion',/ 'tis manifeſt, That ;we 
ought tolive in acontinua} dependence up» 
on God,. He muft be our. Hope and Cons 
Oh in _ Day f Trial: He mo Frail 
| raiſe 
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'Praiſe and /Boaſtin the Day of Vidory, and 
.in the Day of - Peate : Whemrwe lie. down, 
and when. we rij/ſesp, wemulſt lay with the 
Pſalmiſt , 'Tis. thaw, Lord , that: mekeſt me 
dwell in ſafety, Pal. 4. 8. We mult look 
,upon our ſelves/as-ſurrounded by Enemies, 
and beſieged: by: Spriritua/ Dangers, as-De- 
"vid was by Temporal: And.as bein the one, 
Jo muſt-we .in the other, expe@ Strengrh 
and Salvation from Him. ' Through God we 
ſhall do valiantly.;' for he it 1s thst ſball tread 
-down our enemies, Filal. 60. 12.; Many nati- 
ons compaſs me round atout \, but in the neme of 
the Lord I will deftroy them. - And when we 
;have conquer'd.T emptations,and routed the 
-Powers of Darkneſs, we-mult aſcribe all,not 
to:cur own ſtrength;nor ta our own watch-+ 
Fulneſs, but'ta the Grace and the Pawer of 
(God. \Jf the:Lord himſelf. had not been on' our 
fide;,mow may Jſriel {ay if the Lard himſelf 
bed not been on.qur de, when.the Legions of 
Hell- combined. Wwith- the World -and Fleſh 
againſt us;chey had'{wabowed vs.wp alive, Plal. 
124: 1y 24/3. :Nowmmany: will be-the happy 
efts of this dependence .upon: God ;\ we 
l}-be paſſionately deficous. of his Pres 
ſence, of his Grace and:Favour:;. we ſhall 
dreſs.and prepare our Souls,.we ſhall awa- 
ken and diſpoſe all:-our Faculties:to' receive 
him ; we. ſhall ever do the things that may 
iavite-and prevail with bim.ta-abide with 
. UF 3 
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us; we ſhall 97 og forſaking 
4, as the greatett Evil-cthat \ can befa] us. 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates , and beige 
v1 - , ye ever laſting doors : \ and the ting 
ory ſball come in; Awake O my Soul, 
© os thy felf above this World and fleſb, 
charchou' mayeſt be fir for\the king of glory 
£o'd well m1 thee; Who #r1hr king of glory? 
Fhe Lord Prove and bty, the Lord mighty 
# battel;rhas Holy Spiric that ſubdues our * 
Enemies, thar us with Might, 
and fills us-with Coura age and : Holy Ala- 
crity , P/al: w4. 7, 8: Nor does the Z/al- 
miſt prepare his Soul for iGod. by Medita- 
tion only, and Spiritual, Recolle&ion and 
Soliloquies y*but'by a careful iand circum- 
ſpe& Regulation of all !his-AfQtions, | P/al. 
IOF. 2, 3. I will bhoue my ſelf wiſely'm s 
perfett way » O-when wilt thos come. #nto me ? 
Til walt within my e mich's perfect bears, 
F will ſet no wiched't ore - mine eyes « 
i 'hate the work of thens' rhat tars aſide, it 
ſbell wot cleave to me.» And how carneftly 
does he pray againſt God's forlaking him? 
Pſal. 51. 14, Coft me not away from thy pre» 
fence,* and take nor thy boly from me. 
The Reſalrrof all chis anuſt needs be Sreds 
fans and/Growth in'Holingls and Good» 

- Por -Forft, This'is the:nactucal an» 
—_— of fuch a dep-ndence. upon God ; 
-:places us as always before , and 
makes 
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makes us walk tiumbly and circuniſpeRly, 
as becomes thoſe: that - are» awed\by the 
Preſence of ſo Holy a Majeſty: [L have ce 
the Lord m are me; betanſe he is at 
my right-hand, I ſhall not be-mived;, Plal. 
16, r. Secondly; We cannordqubt but that 
God will pleotifuly beſtow his. Grace 0n 
thoſe, who thugrely upon him,- For where 
can He beſtow it with more Advaneage to 
his Glory, or to-the: Propagation-of (Holi- 
lineſs ; both which are ſo dear: to him ? 
Who is a Subje&. more. capable of it, or 
who can be better entitled to it,” than he 
who thus depends vpon God ? As he'begs 
it Humbly , ang receives it Thankfudy'; 10 
he will Husbagd it Carefully, : and: employ 
it»-Zedoufly. ' | ww 


$. 3. In Prayer , Meditation, 'and other 
Inftramentsl duties of 'Relipion, ' we are to 
aim/-at ove or ,ult of thele three things. 
1, The Quickeniog and Ealiveniog the 
Capyins ts. IO Simeon and Strength» 
ning our wu ne whe o7IAE 3,” The 

arfing and ing up and'Devoar 
Hffettiows. Graz/is-oha ard of each of 
theſe. Tenderneſ}-of 'Confrience will keep 
us not only fromEvit, but. cvery/ appear- 
ance of it ; igcreaſe "of 'Spirituc! Strength, 
will render us fiedfaft and unmovable in 
#ll the Works of Gad ; and at -*— 
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yer may. the difſerent:difo 


will-makeius/ abound in them. To fpiri- 
cual Paſow-we owe the zeal and pleaſure ; 
to {pirirudl Serrngeh' or Liberty, the Con- 
Rancy\angd» Uniformity of an Holy Life 5 
and both -Srrength and: Paſſion are gene- 
rally "owing/to' a Tender and Enlighten'd 
Conſcience. 1 For while the Conſcience pre- 
ſerves a-quick and” »ice ſenſe of good and 
evil, -all-rhegreat Truths of the Goſpel 
will have: their: proper-Force, and natural 
Efficacy upowus. Thefethen are'the Ge- 
nuine' Fruitrof| Meditation), the Euchariſt, 
P/almoty,''and ſuck like,):1If they do rior 
add life and light to the Conſcience ; if the 

do not» augment our Srrengeh , nor 6x2 

our Paſioss:; if they 'do not increaſe out 
deteſtation of Sin, and our 'love to - God 
and Goodnels ; if they do not quicken and 
excice devout '-purpoles z»if they do not 
engage and refreſh the Soul by Holy Joy 
and' ly-Pleaſure j\if, I ſay, they:do 
not in {ome degree or other -promote theſe 
things, : we: reap ' no benefit at all: from 
them, - or- we: can never be: certain that we 
do.” But though therends-I have mieati- 
oned,: be of this great' uſe-to'«/l, .and con- 
ſequently af are obliged\to aim at them, 
s and imperfe- 
Qions of different Chriſtians, render,oze of 
theſe ends more: neceſiaty than aworher 5 
and by conſequence, it will be Wiſdow 
more 
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more immediately and direQly to intend 
and purſue that, For Example ; if 8 man's 
tony be ſuch, that his Pſions:do; ſoon 
kindle, 


and ſoon die again ; that he-is- apr. 


to form wiſe and great Projefts, and as 
unapt to accompliſh any thing ; in this 
caſe, it will be his Duty to.aim eſpecially at 
the increaſe of Strength, But if on the 
other hand, a man's Temper. be. cold and 

hlegmatick, ſlow.and heavy 3 it is bur 
* that he ſhould particular .apply him- 
ſelf to the awakening and exciting Devour 
Aﬀetions in his Soul, For « excellent 
purpoſes do often miſcarry, for want of 
conſtancy and firmneſs . of --mind 3 - So 
ſeadineſs and firmneſs of mind, doth ſcl- 
dom efteQ any great matter, when it wants 
life and paſhon to put it into- motion. 
Again, if one's peſt life has been very Sin> 
ful, or the —_ be not very fFraitfal, it 
will behove ſuch.a one to increaſe the Ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience, to add more light 
and life to its Convidtions ; that by. a daily 
repetition of Contrition and CompunRtion, 
he may waſh off the Sr4i», or by the Fruit« 
fulneſs of his following life, .repair the Bar- 
reaweſs of that paſt, Having thus-io few 
words , both made out the- uſefulneſs of 
thoſe three ends I propoſed to a Chriſtian 
in the performance of Infrumtntel Dutics 
of Religion , and ſhewed/in what caſes be 
may 
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may be obliged to aim more immediately 

at \ox##\ than: avother ;" I will wow 

and - thatias' briefly as-T can , Sowtheſe 

three Ends mnay' be ſecured and promoted. '/ 
1ſt. Of Tenderneſs of Conſcience, of the 

full and lively RD ws = _ 
To promote this, thing - nece(- 

ſary is Meditation. —<x.wh dili- 


gently ſearches and ſtudies the Book of God, 


can be aiſtcatiger to bmſe/f, or to his dary, 
Not © bis diry ; for this Book reveals the 
whole Yi: God in clear and full rerms/; 
it gives as ſuch infallible CharatFers of 
good and evil, right and wrong, as reader 
our Ignorance- or Error inexcuſable : It 


points out ern Emds of Life lo plain- 


ly, and ucts us to them by ſuch pene- 
ral and unerting Rw/es, that there' ts no 
variety. of | circumſtances” can ſo perplex 
and ravel- ow' 'Daty ,"but- that an 'boweſf 
man by che help of this -may eaſily difeo- 
ver it, For this reaſon tis , that "the 
Word of God is called Light , becauſe it 
does diſtinguiſh berween Good and Evil, 
Right and{'Wrong ;' and like a Lawp 
does manifeſt 'the Path which we are £06 
chuley and diſperſes that wy and darfwef, 
with which the' Luſt of Man , and the 
Subrilty-of Hell has covered'n. Andfort 
this reaſon ris, that the Good have fach a 
Vaiae, and the Wicked fuch. an Averſion 


for 
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for the Book of 'God.'' For, every one that 
doth evil, hateth the light, neither tometh to 
the light, leſt bis deeds jſbould be reproved. But 
he that doth truth, tometh to the lipht, that 
his teeds may be made manifeſt, that they are 

br in God, 'John 3. 20, 2x. Nor can 
he that ſtudies the Word of God, be a ftran- 


to Himſelf any more than'to his Duty. ' 


For this Light ranſacks all the receſſes of 
the Soul; it traces all its AﬀeRions back 
to:their firkt ſprings and ſources ; it lays open 
all its delires/ and . projets, and ſtrips its 
moſt' ſecret purpoſes of all their diſguiſe : 
For the word of God is quitk and powerful, 
ani” ſberper 4him any two-edged ſword ; prer- 
cing tven to the dividing [under of ſoul and 
ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow ; and 
is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the hears , Heb. 4. 12. In a word, if we 
would preſerve -the Conſcience quick and 
rufible , we muſt be daily converſant in 
the-Book of Gol. For this commands wirh 
that: Authority," inftrutts with that Clear- 
neſs, perſuades with that Force, reproves 
with chat Purity, Prudence and Charity, 
that we ſhall not eaſily be able to reſiſt it ; 
it —_ | eſs and m_ in fach 
wue and 11 proclaims Rewards 
and Puniſhmems in ſuch powerful and 
moving Language, that it rouzes even the 
Dead 1n- Sin, penetrates and wounds the 
Ropid and obdurate. To 
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To Meditation we multadd Projer.. | For! 
this is a. very proper and\eſſential preans'to; 
refreſh and.renew in the, $0ul, the hatred: 
of \Sin, / and. love of Goodneſs; and toims\ 
prove tlioſe, impreſſions. which . Meditation. 
has made upon it. W#;cagnot eaſily. put: 
up. Petitians to God, with confidence, (uns! 
leſs we do the things that: pleoſe him z: for: 
our hearts will miſgive-us, and our very. 
petitions will reproach us:- And the meet. 

 Fhought of eatring more- immediately./in- 
” to the preſence of . God, does oblige us to: 
' a more careful triat and examination of/our 
AQtions, For God . being not only :Om-+ 
nicient, but Juſt and Holy 00, we can'no 
more flatter -our ſelves. with: the hope of 
pardon. for any Sin into which, we are\be-, 
trayed by fondneſs or negligence; than we 
can imagine. him ignorant of- it. But'this 
is not all; weare to-pray, that God would 
enable us to ſearch out and diſcover qur awa 

- Hearts, Pſal.139. 23, 24. Search me, O'God, 
and know my heart : Try.:me \and know: my 
thou:hts; and ſee if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me inthe way everlaſting. And if 
wedo this (incerely, God willundoubtedly 
grant.our requeſts; and willlay open to us all 
our preſeatdefeRts and iafirmiries, and{hew 
us how far ſhort we come; of the glory of 
God ;. T hat, Perfeftion of Holinels and: Hap» 
pines, which many eminent Saizr5atually 
| 21816] arrived 
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pon. Earth. : And we. may'be 
ſare; that" Light. which breaks in upon onr 
mind-with: this brightaeſs ,; will not. ſuffer 
any latenr) Corrwptions to. continue undifed- 
vered z- dgor permit-us to forget: the ftaing 
and” ruins ; | which the Sizs: of -our-paſh 
life have teft behind them. Converſation 
is another way,'by which we learn to know 
our {elves;\and/by which Conſcience is kept 
avake , andin its vigor. | How: convittive, 
how moving is :the Diſcourſt of a Devour 
and Ptous: Friend? When he cc 
or:when he:rejoices 3. when he- relates the 
Hiſtory of:his own Expericace | when he 
ters us ce: the defigns 'he: has\ form's; and 
the excellent 'cads\ bis Soub: thirits: afcer 3 
how does 'our heare burn withio'us?: What 
vatiety of '4ffeitionsdocs it raiſe in us, when 
he: makes his remarks off human Nature 
and” the World'z |\when he 'bewails the 
diſhonour: of God-and the decay -of Reljs 
us;;; when lie relates the mi: 
ry and misfortune of Siriners--and obs 
ferves the. particutar Sicis and. Follies that 
occafion it ? How. often does -hie hereby 
provokt-us to'wiſe Refle ions on our ſelves ? 
How many new Þeauties does: he diſcover 
tous in Virtue?: How many: deformities 
«t Sin, whick; had eſcaped; owr -Obſervatt> 
ous? But *tis not the Converſation-only of 
my Friend j: but his <1 alſo; 'from _ 
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} derive, or may do ſo; In/ſtruftionand 4d- 
wovition. Thi Perfedtions: of iny Friend, 
are the.gentleſt, and the amildeſt;:and yer 
the moſt -awakening Reproofe.too of my 
ow defetl; 3 and by the: freſhneſs: and ly» 
frei of his Virtze, 1 diſcern'beſt the weak- 
neſs and the dimneſs. of my ova. How 
ofien have: 1 been / moped; to; turn my 
Thoughts: with ſame :[adiguatian' on . my 
own heats and/commotions, [while I have 
admired and bleſt the fwreetngg.and the 
gentleneſs, thi ſoftneſs 'andithe calm, very 
coaſpicuous-i an excelent; Friend ? And 
when I have:heacd axother | meotion | his 
Nightly Praiſes;' and thaſe Divine thoughts 
which fGlled the :I#terwdls of his Sleep, > anil 
made thoſe hours that are-ſo burthenſome 
to ſome, the moſt entertainingand delight- 
fal parts of: his Reſt, how have | been: in« 
oa Fang with confuſion) and-ſhame 2 
How have t RI + 4000p) my 
ſelf, condemned the ſluggiſhacB of my WS 
the dulneſs-andithe 'wandrings of my. Sou 
by night ? | And I believecvery ſincere man 
muſt find himſelf chus affeted on the like 
occaſions.” 'For in #bis kind of Reproof, 


which I talk of, -there- is ſomething more |. 


of Force and Authority than'is wo be found 
in any o#her 49 for the Example of: Friends, 


toes nor only teach us/whet we are. to do, 


but demonſtrates alſo thatat way be tous. 
or 


«ODT a > 3 lic. tet _ has DA. 


© —O— 


Of the Attainment of Perfetion. 


115 | 


Not does Virtue any where appear with fo 
lovely and charming an'.4# as in a Friend. 
Bur after all; amongſt all rhe benefits we 
gain "by excellent Friendſhips, we ought 
not to reckon this 'ns the /exff, that it is 
one, ard that an indiſpenſable Office of 
Friendſhip , to admoniſh and reprove : For 
the reproofs of infiruttion are the paths of 
life, Prov. 6; 23. But then, that we may 
be capable of this Bleſſing, we mutt 
diſpoſe- our ' minds to expet? and bear Re- 
oof + We' muſt ſtrive: after an humble 
"and teachable Temper; atid we muſt invite 
and incourage our Friends to this ' kindeſt 
Office 3 not only by unaffeQed requeſts, 
but #I{& by obeyins their: advice, perdoning 
whatever infirmity may be interſpers'd 
with it,” and loving them the better, as in- 
deed they deſerve : For there is ſcarce any 
| better proof 'of their AﬀeQion, Prudence 
and Courage, which they are capable of 


giving 5.” | 
2ly, A'Setond End of Inſtruments! Du- 
ties 1s the "Increaſe of* Spiritual Strength. 
Now itwal Streneth” conſiſts in the 
Power and- Dominion we have over our 
AﬀeRi0ns'and Attions © And it ſands up- 
on two" Hiiſes; the Reduition of Sin, and 
the WE Virtae; whatever docs weak- 
en and” 'redoce our + nfions to Sin, 
whatever promotes the fubjefion of the 
"MY Body, 
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Body , adds Power and. Authority to the 
Mind,and renders V irtue more eafy and plea- 
fant. And becauſe Virtues. have a mutual 
Conacxion and Dependeacejupon one ano- 
ther ; therefore whatever promotes any one, 
promotes all. But. eſpecially, whatever 
ſtrengthens our Hope, or quickensour Fear, 
or inlarges our Knowledge,and increaſes our 
Faith ; this does confirm and eſtabliſh our 


Reſolution morethan any thingelſe. Faith is 


the Root, Fear the Guard, and, Hope the $ 
of all our Y ons.IBHop nen_—_ ( nk 
is our Duty ; Fear makes us Impartial, Dili 
gent and Watchful 3 Hope,. reſolved and 
active in the Proſecution of it.  -It being 
thus clear, what our Spirituel Strength con- 
ſiſts in, it will be caſy to diſcera by what 
aezans We are to gain it. | But.I can here 
only ſuggeſt thoſe hints and iatimations 
which the Reader muſt upon occaſion, as 
he needs, inlarge and improve. 
1.Medit ation 1s the fir thing neceſſary. We 
muſt oftea ſurvey the Grounds and Founda- 
tions 0 on Lach 5 my muſt confirgr fre- 
quently an the Screptere T opicks 
of Hope and Fear each are the Death of 
Jeſus, a Judgment to. come, the, Holineſs 
and Juſtice, and the Omaipreſence of God: 
We mult diligently obſerve the Wiles and 
Stratagems of Satan, the Arts and:;Jnfinu- 
ations of the World-and Fleſh, and my 
| the 
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the Progreſs of Six from its very begin- 
ning to Maturity ; and all this with a par- 
ticular regard to the Corruption of our 
own Nature, and the deceitfulneſs of our 
own Hearts, We muſt ofren ponder upon 
the Beauty and Peace' of Holineſs , the 
love of God and of Jeſus, the Virtues, 
Sufferings; and Crowns of Martyrs. And 
finally, If we will increaſe in frength, we muſt 
vraftiſe chis duty of Meditation often, and 
we muſt not ſuffer our ſelves to be with- 
drawn from it, or be prevail'd with to in- 
termit it on any ſlight and trivial preten- 
ces. And becauſe we are not always Ma- 
feers of our own Affairs, nor conſequently 
of our Time ; therefore ought we to have 
ever ready at hand, a good Colletion of 
Texts, which contain 1n few words, the 
Power and Spirit of Goſpel Motives , the 
Perfet#ion and Beauty 'of Duties, and the 
Subſtance of Advice and Counſel ; And to 
fix theſe fo in our Memory, that they may 
ſerve as a. Shield for us to oppoſe, as our 
Saviour did, againſt the darts of the Devil, 
and as a ſupply of excellent and uſeful 
Thoughts upon a ſudden: 'So that in all 
the little TInterruptions of Buſineſs, and rhe 
many little vacancies of the Day, the Mind, 
which is an aQive and" buſy Spirit, may 
never want a proper /ubjet# ro work upon ; 
much leſs loſe it xr wild and lazy 
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amuſements, or defile it ſelf by vain-or vir 
cious Thoughts. Rue we mult not oaly take 
care that Meditatian be frequear,. but alſg 
that jt be not Jooſe.and roving, 'To,which 
cad it will be gecefſary to ſtydy our ſelves as 
well as che Scriptares, and to be intimately 
acquainted wich the adyantages and diſad» 
vantages of - our Conſtitution, and our 
State ; that ſ0.in; our Medatations on the 
Scriptures, we may more particularly have 
an Eye on thoſe Vices we are molt, obaoxt- 
ous to, and thoſe Yirtues which are cither 
more neceſſary, or tore feeble and uader- 
grown, 

Next after Meditation mult follow 
Prayer, Great 1s the Power of Prayer in 
promoting Chriſtian Strength and Fortt- 
tude ; wherher we conſider ,its Prevalence 
«pop Gog, or its natural Jufiuence. upon aur 
elves, If we. conſider the latter , what 
Divine Force, and; Energy. .s there in the 
Caoakidences of Faith, the - of Hope, the 
carneft Longings and Deſires of Love, the 
tender Sorrows. of Coatrition, the delight of 
Praiſes and Thank(givings,: the Adoratiang 
and Sclf depreſſions of a profound Humility, 
and .che Reſolutians. and Vows of a pers 
fe Abharrence of, and Holy. Zi Las 
dignation againft Sin! How, dathele things 
mellow and, igrich the Soul | How do they 
Fajle it higher ang higher above the corrapy 
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tow which. is iw the world throagh laſt ! How 
do they-: renew. it daily:, aad; make it. a 
partgher of the. Divvine- Nature The Re- 
ticioa of the ſameatts om ;begets an 
bit ; '2ad Habis is the Strgy and Per- 
fe&ion of the; Soul-; for:it is.a dilpolitioa 


ripen'd and \coatirm'd. by Cuſtom. How 


naturally chen-muſt Prayer forrify the Miad, 
ripen good -Diſpolitions., or. add Strength 
and Perfeftion to, good Habits } Since. 14 is 
nothing elſe but a repeated Exerciſe of als 
molt all the Graces of the Goſpel, Repens» 
trance, Faithy Hope, Charity, and the like ; 
And it 'ought to be oblerved., that Prager 
gives us-4 frequent opportunity of cxerci- 
ling -#ho/#; Virtues, which we ſhould -not 
otherwilclhg. fo often; oblig'd: ro do... .If, 
Secondly, we foqugine the Prevalence of 
Prayer with Gag we ſhall have furchet 
reaſons |yet to- reſolve, that it is a moſt 
effetual' meang, of increaſing our ſpiritual 
Strength. | What will God deny to the 
Prayer ofia, Righteous Man ? . He may de- 
ny him. temporal things, becauſe they. are 
not good for him? He may .refule xo re- 
move. a Temptation, becauſe: this is often 
an occaſion of his owa Glory, and his Ser- 
vants Reward ; but he will never refuſe him 
Grace. to/ Coaquer- it, . He will no more 
deny his.\$piric to one that: earneſtly; and 
LGogergly begs ic, chan che oacural Parenr 
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will Breadto his hungry and craving Child. 

And no Pioworts -ſirice Grace isas neceſſary 

ro the ſpirit##'Life' as-Bread' to'the naru- 

ral 5 tbe Goodiiefs of God' is more tender 

and compaſſionate than any Inftin@ in Hu- 

man” Natufg5 4nd the Purity 'and Perfe- 
Aion of Gog' more zealouſly ſallicitous for 
the Holjnefs and Immortaliey*bf his Chil- 
dren than Ty Parents -can-be for a 
ſickly periſhing Life of theirs.” Fhus then 
"tis plain,' that Prayer contributes wonder- 
fully to che Srrengrhening and Eftablifbing 
the Mind of Man in Goadneſs,/'*Bur then 
we muſt remember, that! it muſt have 
theſe zwo Qualifications; ; it muſt be frequent 
and inceſſantly importunate.' 1. It 'muſt be 
Frequent. ' T would have this Rule com- 
on with as far as it'may, even” in-our 
ared , regular, 'and ſolemn Addreſſes to 
G04. | Bur 'becauſe: Buſineſs), and ſeveral 
bligations we lie-under«eq/ rhe World,-do 
pr en preſs hard-upon us; thetefore muſt 

ve he ſame-Counſel here," which I did 
| for: under the Head of Meditation 5 that 
15, = > always ready and «tom qaoker in 

ory ſeveral Texts of Soripture, con- 

St Uh moſt'weighty and* important 
"Truths, in the' moſt piercing and moving 
Ariguage ; that we "maybe adj 20/form 
eſe on a ſadden into Efarulations j"'1n 
hich, our Foul may mount up into Hes 
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vew , amidft the, Ardours and- Tranſports 


of 'Defires and-+Praiſcs, as the Angel 
did, in che' Flame of Manoab's Sacrifice, 
2. Prayer mult be inceſſantly importunate, 
Importunate it will be , if the: Soul be pre- 
par'd and diſposd as it ought ;/ that is, 
if it be difingaged from this World, and 
poſſeſſed intirely with the Belief and carn- 
eft ExpeQation of a better ; if it be hum- 
bled in it ſelf, diſclaim all Streagth and Me+ 
rit-of" its own, and reſt wholly on the 
Goodneſs and All ſufficiency of God, I 
add Inceſſamtly, in Conformity to the Pars- 
bles of our Lord, Luke 11. $.-and- 18. 5, 
and the «NzA< ies of: the Apoſtle, 1 The. 
$. 17. And whoever conſiders Human Na- 
rure well, and remembers how ſoon pious 
Motions vaniſh, and how little they effe&, 
will: diſcern a plain reaſon, both for Fehe- 
mence and Perſeverance in Prayer : For Vehe- 
mence, that the Soul may be deeply impreſ(- 
ſd'by pious Paſſions ; for OED 
that ſuch Impreſſions may not be effaced 
and obliterared. Nor let any one fancy, 
'That Prayer thus qualified has not a bet- 
ter - influence upon God as well as up- 
on owr ſelves : Tis true, God js void of the 

infulneſs and defeQts of Human Paſſions, 

t:not of the PerfeQtion of Divine ones. 
Woe were to-us, if God were.aq inflexible, 
jnexorable Deity , and incapable of being 
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wrought upon by the inceſſant Importu- 
nity of his poor Creatures ::- Woe were 
ro us, if the foftneſs and' the tenderneſs 
of 'the Divine Nature, did-not infinitely 
exceed the little reſemblances of it in Mas. 
If in a word, God- did- not abound in 
Goodneſs, Mercy, and Compaſſion, more 
eaſily ro-be-moved and excited than thoſe 
Human Paſſions that bear ſome Aza/ogy to 
- chem, Next to Converſation with God by 
Prayer , the converſation of good men does 
wonderfully contribute to'the building us 
up in Faith and Virtue, - How does. the 
Senſe and Experience of ſuch as deſerve 
our eſteem and affeCtion, ſettle and efta- 
bliſh our Judgment whea they concur with 
us ! How does their Knowledge enlighten 
us, their Reaſon ftrengrhen our Faith, and 
their Example inflame us with Emulation |! 
A pious 4-4 9-40g renders Religioa it ſelf 
more engaging ; It SanQifies'our very Di- 
verſions and Recreations, and makes them 
miniſter to Vircue ; it minds us when we 
are forgetful, ſupports and encourages us 
when we faint and tire, reproves and cor» 
res us when we give back, and recals ug 
into the right path when-we-go out of ie. 
This #s, or "this ſbos/d be, the bulneſs of 
Converſatioy, the end and" advantage. of 
Friendſhip : We ſhould be often talking to- 
gerher of -the things of God, communicer - 
| ting 
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;5ng and laying FN the ſtate,of, our Souls, 
our Fears, our Hopes, our Improvements 
and Defeats ; we ſhould watch over ons 
another, comfort and /upport 0ne another ; 
our Diſcourſe ſhould always miniſter new 
warmth , or new ſtrength to- our. Holy, 
Faith and Love, But among al the wean 
of Grace, there is #o one does {o'much cor- 
roborate and nouriſh the Soul of Man as the 
Holy Euchariſt, How many wile and Im- 
rtial Reflections does the Preparation for 
it occaſion ? What unfeigned Humility, 
and what a profound Awe of the Divine 
Majeſty, does a previous Self- Fyamination 
beget in us ? What a tender. ſenſe. of the 


- Divine Love does the Contemplation of the 


whole Myſtery enkindle ? What Firmneſs 
and Reſolution do we derive from freſh 
Vows and repeated Exgagements; and theſe 
offer'd up with ſo much Solemnity? And 
bow much, finally, is the Habit of Holi- 
neſs improved by that /piritus! Pleaſare, 
which the ſenhble Aſſuravces of Grace and 
Salvation. work 1n us, by that Awe and 
Holy Fear which the whole aQtion leaves 
bebiad on our Minds, and the Zyal, Vigt- 
lance, and Circumſpedion it obliges us to 
tor the time following ? Not to meation 
here, how the. Participation of - this Hoty 
Sacrament obliges us to a moſt ſolengith Ex» 


preiſe of Repentance tqwards Go 200d. 
| ith 
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Faith in 'our Lord Jeſys, of Brotherly 
Love and Charity , and the Hope of Im- 
mortality and Glory. Here, in a word, 
we prepare to meet God, as we would do 
in Death and Judgment ; here we make 
an open Profeſſion of our Holy Faith, re- 
nounce the World and Fleſh, all our finful 
or vain defires; devote our ſelves to the 
Service of Jeſus; and learn to expeft Hap: 
pineſs from nothing elſe, but the Merits and 
the Imitation of his Croſs. So profound 
is the Wiſdom of this Inſtitution , that it 
evidently ſpeaks God the 4uthor of it, and 
proclaims the too common xeglet# of ir in 
moſt -parts of this Nation, an ingxcuſable 
. Sia and Folly, _ | 

3. A Third end of Infirumental Dutics 
of Religion, is the raiſing and keeping wp 
Holy and Devout Affeftions. 1 know not 
why Paſſion is ſo commonly undervalued 
and diſparaged jn Religion , unleſs they 
who thus treat it, mean nothing by it, -but 
a ſhort liv'd and ſuperficial commotion of 
the Mind, which leaves no print or reliſh 
behindir, and is preſently ſucceeded by Sin 
and Folly. Holy Paſſion is the vigour and 
ſtrength. of the Soul; *tis the- ſtate and 
frame of the Mind when it is thoroughly 
moved and affeted. ' And therefore to 
formto ones ſelf Religion deſtitute of Pſ- 
fon, is little better chan to content wot! 
io 
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ſelf. with one that is lazy, lukewarm, and 
lifeleſs. And though there be ſome Tens- 
pers very unapt to be moved, yet -'tis hard 
to imagine how even theſe can be wrought 
to' a Reſolution, or that Reſolution be 
upported and continued without their be+ 
ing affefted ſo thoroughly, as:to feelcither 
a red Paſſion, or ſomething very nearly 
epproeching one. *Tis an excellent Frame 
ot Spirit, when the Soul is caſily elevated 
and ns Brow into Holy Pffion: And I 


Virtue, which are deſcrib'd to the Life, 
and which are by all judg'd moſt Perfe& 
and Lovely, have moſt of Pſion in 
them. How Warm and Paſſionate was the 
Love of David for.his God ! What Flame, 
what vehemence of Defire was he moved by, 
when he cries out, Pſalm 42. 1,2. 4s the 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo pant- 
eth my ſoul after thee, O God : my ſoul thirſt- 
eth for God, for the living God, What 
awful Concuſſtons and Agitations of Spirit 
did he feel, when he thus deſcribes his 
Fear, My fleſb trembleth for fear of thee, 
and I am afraid of thy judgments, Palm 219, 
120. What afflittions of Soul, what ten» 
derneſs of Heart do we meet with in the 
Repentance of St. Peter, when he went forth 
and wept bitterly ! Of Mary Magdalen, or 
whoever that Woman in Lyke 7. was, whea 


: 


find that all thoſe Virtues, or rather 4s of 
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ſhe waſbedthe feet of owr Saviour with her tears, 
and wiped them with the hairs of her head ! 
And of the Royal P/almift when he watered 
his conch with his tears, Pal. 6. 6. Nor wero 
the Pleaſures of Aſſurance leſs ſenfible and 
vehement than the Sorrows of Repens ance, 
when the'fr# Chriſtians rejoyced with joy #n+ 
ſpeakable, - and hopes full of glory. Shall T 
here add rhat Holy Indignation againſt Sin, 
that vehement defire © on ſome 'Re- 
paration for it, which is the effect of Godly 
Sorrow, that Za! and Fervency of Spirit 
in the Service of God, which is the hjghe/f 
CharaGter of Perfeftion it ſelf ? Shall 1 call 
theſe Paſſions? I muſt not; for thongh 
they havethe heat and agitation of Pſion, 
they have in them the firmneſs and ſteatdt- 
nefs of an Habir. And I wiſh with all my 
Heart, thar all thoſe otherexcellent 4fet#2- 
ons of Soul,” which I before named, could 
be rendred Natura! and” Habitual. The 
nearer we come to' th;s, "undoubtedly the 
Perfetter. I doubr Mortality is incapable 
of any ſuch height ; Bur the more frequent 
as well as the more vehement and fervent 
fuch A4fe#ions are, the better certainly; 
for great is 'the Force and Virtue of Holy 
Paſjon ; the flame of Love refines our Na- 
ture, and purifies it-from all its Droſs ; the 
Tears of a Godly Sorrow extinguiſh all our 


carnal and worldly Luſts; and the Agitati- 
ony 
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ons of Fear preſerve the chaſtity and puri- 
ty of the Soul. ?Tis plain then, That our. ©** 
Religion ought to be animated by Holy 
s ; that the-more frequent and natu- 
ral theſe. grow, the more Perfe# we are ; 
that being the moſt excellent frame of Spi- 
rit, when we/are moſt apt to. be ſenſibly 
and thoroughly effeed by Divine Truths. 
By what Means we may attain to this, is 
zo briefly to be:confidered.: ?Tis certain, 
That great and important,” wonderful and 
glorious Touhs vill not fail-to affeft us, 
_ that th hly, unleſs Luft or Infide- 
y have rd us ſtupid and impene- 
a And; that Goſpe Traths are ſuch, 
is' no doubt at all; hp the-Convittion be 
full, the Repreſentation lively, and. the 
Truth will do its: work. *Tis for want of 
ſuch Circumſtances and ſuch ſenſible Noti- 
ons of an ObjeQ-as may ſtrike: the Imagi- 
nation ; for -want of cloſe and particular 
Applications, when Divine. Traths do not 
move us. |. This now does. not only call us 
tothe frequent. Meditation of the moſt 4f+ 
fefting Subjets, the Majeſty and Omanipre- 
ſeace .of God ; the Sufferings- of Chriſt, 
Death and Judgment, Heaven and Hell; 
but it ſhews alſo, how to Model and form 
our Meditations, that they.prove.not cold 
and: fluggiſh. --Ler the Obje&t of our 
Thoughe be Alcibed by the moſt joaſts 
mages 
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þ-5 ©=<+ the moſt agreral circumſtances, let it' be 


or Reſemblances; leritbe chd witlr 


made as particular as it cany by 
its Eye «pos us, and pointing its: 


_ _ foward: vs; but above all, and in the fie 


* move the'P, 


 Trath and the Spirit 
' nearer into the 


, kt the Proof of "it be ckar and 
0g. Prayer is an Exerciſe very apt.to 
; The Mind having diſeg- 
it ſelf from all Earthly and Bodily 
ions, is prepared for the impreſſionof 
of "Goa; 'it draws 
knee of: God, and the 


. ſenſe of this ſheds an awful. Reverence op- 


—_— AR no. 


- it isobſcured and di 


/ and more 
than when 


jets. Ina word, Medication is in this Ex: 
erciſe render'd more ſolemn and more perth 
cular ; and. when the Holy-Fire is kindled 
in the Soul; it/ dilates and diffuſes it Rf 
more and more; till che of Defire; 
the vehemence 'of Holy Love 

ing the weakneſs of this Mortal Naturej 
we faint under the Paſſions: that we cannot 
brar. The Lord's Supper ian Holy 
wonderfully adapted to raiſe exceltent 
fons : Here Chriſt is, as it wers, fo fork 
Crecified # us; we ſte His 
ken, and His B/ood poured forth ; reefs 
a devout Joy we receive and embrace ror 
by Faith and Love in thoſe Symbyls'of 


on it ; it has ' clearer, & 
ferious Yiew of Divine Thing 
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Body [Wagd d, and Pledge of His Love, 
The FovFor be very Abanoed, it muſt 


have one as erfe&t Notions of Sin and 
ht , the Croſs of Chriſt , Grace 
and Salvation; which is"tot” ſenſible of a 
' Crondof Holy Paſfoss ſpringing up init at 
this S act dinent. Hymns and Pſalms have, 
by T know not what Natural Magick, 4 pe- 
culiar Force and Operation upon a pious 
Mind. Divine Poetry has a noble elevati- 
on of Thoughts; it does not deviſe and 
counterfeir Paſſions, but only vents thoſe 
which it_ feels; and theſe are ou and 
lovely, "kindled from above. Therefore 
are all its CharaQters natural, 'its Deſcripti- 
ons lively, its Lan moving and powers 
ful ; and'all is ſogiredtly ſyited to a Devout 
Mind, that it preſently enters, moves, and' 
attuates'if, inſpires and informs it with the 
very Paffions it deſcribes. And chough all 
Good Men are not equally mov'd in this 
Duty, yer all, I believe, ate more or leſs 
moved. It was very tnuch the buſineſs of 
the Prophets; arid all of Propherick Educis 
tion ; our Lord and his Diſciples practis'd* 
it frequently ; ir was ever a great part 
' Religious Foy, and one of the greateſt Plea: 


ſares of-*pious Retirement + And 'I wilt 


from” my Heart the efteem of it were re- 
vived in ovr days ; 1 perſuade my (af it 
would add much to the Warmb and Pled- 
K ſare 
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-Stack. - With which L wall an other, 
That | fince/ we are moſt 

Truths as are moſt ayes na 
tiated, and ſcafible, and herefore i imprint 
themſelves: more ealily aad deeply on our 
Imagioation'; for this Realon 1 ſhould re- 
commend the the Lives of Saints 
and exrelloys Perſons, were not gene- 
rally writ {o, that we havereaſon to deſire 
ſomewhat more of the Spirit of Piezy in 
the Learzed, ahd moreof m the 
Provs, who have employed their Pens on 
chis Argueeat. | 


$. 4+ 'FThe Linkedin Eads of Diſcipline 

nre, *< ſabiining the Pride. of the F go 
and ile re the es of the Bodj. 
By Diſrephine, I here underſtand whatever 
1 waa Rx om: we impoſe upon. our 
, or whatever voluntary :Reftraints we 

upon . pur allowed Enjoywents.. And 
a= I ſay 'that the Humnbiatron of the 
20  ſubjedtion of the Boiy fare the 
of both, I do Th exclude 
any other which may be iavolved in xheſe, 
. or reſult from them, Now, of what Jw- 
port ance theſe two things are, I need mor 
ſhew. For ſince all Sin is diſtioguiftied in 
Scripture iato the filthincſs of the Sprrirand 
the Fleſb, it is plain, that the Pride ofahe 
Heart, and <1] Loft of the Body, are the 
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two-great:cauſcs of: all: Immoralicy and Un- 
cleanneſs, And therefore theſe are the two 
great 'Exds which the Wile and: Good have 
ever had-in their: in all their AQs of 
. Self-denial:and Paren, [Ehis is ſuffi- 
cicntly atteſted: by the Exatnple: of David, 
Pfalm 131. Lord, 1 am not higb-minded, 1 
have 710: proud looks. 1 do" wot-exerciſe my 
ſelf _ingreat watters, - which are too high for 
me: but refrain :my ſoul, and heep it low, 
like.as 8 child that ts weaned from his mother ; 
yea, my ſoul is tven 'ss « weanel child. And 
from that other of St. Pasl;.x Cor. 9. 2 Fo 
26,27. Andevery one that ftriveth * : 
maſtery, is teruper ate in all things : Now, they 
.do it to-obt ain a.carruptible crown, but we an 
incorreptible... 1 therefore ſo run, not 45 un- 
certainly; ſo fight 1, not as. ope that beateth 
the air : But L keep under my body, andbring 
it into ſabjeFion'; lefÞs that by: any means 
when 1 have: preached to. others, 1 my ſelf 
ſhould be 4'caſt-awiy. - Whoever 'thus mor- 
tifies the Pride of the Heert,, whoever thus 
brings: under the Body, will ſoon find him- 
elf'rruly- ſet-free, and Mafter of him- 
ſelf and Fortune: He will; be able: to 
748 the may of God's Commandments, and 
to advance: on ſwiftly: towards: Perfeition, 
_ be Pleaſure-and Happineſs: that at- 


And 
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And to. att «ix theſe, bleed Ends, I do 
not think that we need enſnare our Souls in 
the perpetual Bonds of Maneftich Vows ; 1 
do hot think,that we are toexpoſe our ſelves 
by any Ridicslow or Fartaſtick Oblervances: 
There is, I ſay, 9, need of 'this ; for we 
may, as ofr as we ſhall ſe fit, retrench 
our Pleaſures, abate of-the Shew and Fi- 
gure of Life; we may renounce our own 
Wills to-comply with theirs who cannot ſo 
well pretend either to Authority or Diſcre- 
tion: Andif theſe things cannot be done in 
ſome circumſtances, without becoming 
Fools for Chriſt ;. that is , without thar 
Tameneſs, that Condeſcenſion, that Dimi- 
nution of our ſelves which will never com- 
port with the Humors and the. Faſhions of 
the World ;  bere is ill the more roonf for 
Mortificat ton, and for a nearer and more emi- 
nent. Imitation of the Bleſſed Jeſas : Pro-. 
vided ſtill wegdecliae all AﬀeRation of Sin- 
gularity ; and when we practiſe any extra- 
ordinary Inſtance of Se/f-deisl, we be ever 
able to juſtify it to Religious and. Judicious 
Perſons, . by the Propoſal of, ſome excellent 
End. . Fsfting indeed. is: plainly preſcribed 
in Scriprere ; and thongh the Oblig ation to 
it, with reſpe& to its Frequency and Mea- 
ſure, be nor. the ſame on «ll, yet a ſhould 
ſome time or other praQtiſe it, as far as the 
Rules of Chriftian Prudence will permit. 
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meh vwrifbes out Strength, 
of & rhe” > mtnl- 

"tos Wantonneſs and 


Luxury. | 

For the better tegulating of Volnatary 
Diſcipline , I propole'by way of Advice 
Fhree Fhings: ''r. I dv not rhink ir beſk 
eo deilis ene fer any perpetual and 
unalterable Ties ig any In "of Self- 
denial; There -is'#V irtue in; Enjoying the 
World, as well: as im Renowiting It ; and 
"ris as great an' Excellence of Religion to 


know how to abovnd, as how to ſuffer want. 
Nay, what is more, all voluntary Aulteri- 
Fe in order to give us a Power and Do- 


minion'over our ſelves in'the' genera courſe 
of a proſperous Life. And kMly; I very 


has Tong 
{ ivork 


much-doubt', whea once a Man 


How and then, as we-ſaw Tlie ' 2. we 
muſt” not NT Hs 7" Severitics ; 
and that no'Man''may* think more tieedful 
than "really are; T'obſtrve' Rere), Thar: as 
there art very Joy Wh have 'not "in Their 

. Mun Nature 
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Nie} ver F. con Pigs, ſo ate 
there # theit Forraze 
very Be 15th brag And if 
cy Hechlelyerts the _ 
ebb chey otighr, they 

dit! 12/5 nee of thi Biba of Ar- 
wink Adfteritics. There are diny thinks 


on: takettnorice of, which yer 
Go prove Aiticor r6 diffurb tHe *quitr Cf 


'Betiay, cherti_ to _rnany Paſſions 


je rand dou the he Weatenelſe of 
good men” armenia nigh bare 91 
ons of very little" monent. Now to ſar- 
tin Rt TelhbPtations, and'tofrante and 
4crritriofate” Mitid th bear the lirdle 
ſfiecks 1 7 je wa * which 'we daily niber 
witt, wit ompoſace or Oil- 


pleaſure 'Ba" Bris of to pl 
Tram ag ife, and Loy TN 
YERE. {Nt b& abt: to 1 14 Fo 
er; 0 
ber (Hy to elicounter LEN ahottier 
white Negle&, Pager Lo by 
* to er, ann 
cfie Diftradtion of miatiy lircle Aflirs, when 
ons is 'naturaffy 71love r of” Quletile {and Or- 
cer, 2&0 Ve" Vita #4 _ upon 
f 0 mportahce'; in tO di 
ef th perpetual difappuntitients. which 
meet with; both in ow wes attd*Plea- 
ſure; and bg ati” Projects, whidi 
4 not 
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| Sa -— bus 
=q of ; all: Capacities 
we w/o ſuffer all TS .and Fol- 
ru rrors , , 5, 
and Faults of thoſe we have a. with, 
with that Temper we ought, that is, 
with s Ca/mneſs which proceeds not from 
an unconcernment. far. the good of others, 
bur a juſt Dominion over our own Spirits z 
This is a great Height; and to: train our 
ſelves up to it daily with. much Patience, 
Vigilance,and application of Mind,isthe beſ# 
Diſcipline. Though I do. not mann here- 
by. to exclude all voluntary  Impoſitions ; 
r in order to Mafer the: Erils which we 
cannot ayoid,. it may. be.of good. uſe now 
and ghen to. form the. Mind by, voluntary 
In s ya elgrmarbity oyr own chuſing,, 
. Laſtly we muſt ever have a: care 'nor 
£ loſe the Subſtance for the Shadow ,_ not 
ro reſt in the, Means, and negled the End ; 
bei dc much taken up in Diſcipline without 
ve 7 any Freits of it. (For this is ta- 
pains to little purpoſe ; er 
log mock without making .any Progr 
ut much more muſt we: cake care in 
ou place, that the Di/ciplipge we put our 
ves upon, do not produce any i Fre. 
To which eqd,; we muſt / carefully obſerve 
three things.. 1. "That we keep to that Mo- 
dra which! Spiritual Prudence requires ; 
; Neb 
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neither expoſing nor entangling our ſelves, 


nor diſcouraging others by Exceſſes 
Extravagancies. 2. That our Self-denial 
never betray 'us into Pride or Uncharita- 
5; for if it tempt us to oyer-rate our 
ſelyes, and deſpiſe others, this is a flat Cop- 
re to one of the main Ends of Chrij- 
ian Diſcipline, which is, the Humiliation 
of the Heart, 3. That we ever preſerve, 
nay, increaſe: the Sweerneſs and Gentleneſs 
our Minds. ; for whatever. makes us 
ſoawer and \moroſe, or peeviſh and unſocia» 
ble, makes: us. certainly ſo mych worſe ; 
And inſtead of begetting in us nearer Re- 
ſemblanees. of. the Divzze Nature, gives 
us. a very ſtrong tinQure of a Djveliſs one, 
Athanafins therefore in the Life of Anthon 
the: Hermice, obſerves, amongſt other his 
great Virtues, That after 
Pent 1n a ne kind of reed, and ſo- 
litary Life, z;.99 «x «5 64 65 4 XG X61 
9 py AAS of 


or Frien with a ſullea or ſavage, but 
with an obliging ſociable 4ir.;\And there is 
indeed but , little: reaſon , why the Look 
ſhould be lowring and contrated , when 


the Heart is filled with Joy and Charity, 


Goodneſs , and Pleaſure, A. Serene open 
Countenance , and a chearful grave. De- 
portment , does beſt ſuit the Tag: 

ty, 
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lity, Purity; and Dignity /of x ClictHait- 
TR ri 


'& 5. Laſtly, Some Kinds of Lifeare'Bet-' 
cer ſuited a tatkea'es the ear 
Exd: of Religion and Virtue than 
T ſhall not here enter into an Examination: 
of rhe Advantages'or Diſadvantages there: 
are in the ſeveral kinds of | Life with refer- 
ence to Religion. The ſertling :## ant 
ſeveral other things relating to it, was' one 
maindefign of my /ef Boyt. All therefore 
that T have'heye to do, is bur to'make orie” 
plain Taferece. from' all-rhar' has been/ad- 
vanced in this Chaprer.. Tf Perfettion and 
Happineſs cannot be obtained withour a fre-- 
quent and' ſerious Application'of our ſelves: 
to the Me intifted'0n; rhen*tis plain, 
that we ought to caſt our Lives, if wecah;' 
into ſuch a Merhod that we tiizy be it a'cs+ 
pacity to do this. To ſpealt more particularly 
ang cloſely; fince Meditation, Prayer, and- 
FolyComverſation, are ſb neceffary ro'quithen 
the Conſcience, excite'our Paſſins, arid'for* 
rify our Reſolutions, it is evident that it' 1s 
asneceſſary ſb to model and*form out Lives, 
chat we miay” have time' erongh to beftow* 
on theſe, PFor- they, Minds and* 
Titne are taken 'up by the Worta, have very 
litle leiſure for things'of 74s narure*, and 
are very little difpos'd ro them, and'as ill 
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COT | Asto Conveyſarion, as 
World now; 'tis not'ro be expe. 
ed that it ld bave in\ it any reliſh” of 
Fiety, uinkſs berween fuck as have eatred 
into-s cloſe and (tri Friezdſbip.- Bur the 
Worldly Men is 4 ſtranger to'true Priend- 
7p ; 'tis too facred, too delicate a thing for 

a Mind devoted to'the World, t& be capa- 
ble of. A regard to Iatcreft; ro foe out- 
ward Forms and Decencies ; the gratifica- 
tion of forme narurat Inclmatroa , the ne- 
ceſfity of forme kind*of Diverfion and En- 
joyment, may" tavite him to more” Eaypili- 
rity with fome, than others. Bur tis hard 
ro Cikovs, that chere ſhould be'any'thing in 
ſuch Combinations, 'of chat which isthervery 
Life/ and Soul of FrjendfSip, x ſincere and 
undefigning Paſſion, increaſed by mucual 
Confidences and Obligations, and fapport- 
ee and' ftreagthen'd by Virtue, and Ho- 
nour, As to Prayer, Mew of buſineſs'do, k 
doubt, oftner rra# of ſay Prayers, than Pray ; 
—" very hard to wmapine that [Sopore 
hat grovels c opor” Earth, 

rhat 1s tnceſlar #” Jollicirois about the 
things of rhis World,and that enters abrupt- 
Iy upoo'this Duty without any Prepararion, 
fhould'immediarely rake Fire, be Glle&with 
Heavenly Vigor, and' be tranf * with 
carneſf and umpatienr defire of Grace and 
Glory. At ! How hard isit for him who 
| Hungers 


| — too !;1f ſuch Minds as 


DT erppnty 


God , and ſome degree. of 
4s hin , *tis as woch agmay 
xRted from them + And 
n as far as it can! Laſtly 


as 0.4 lebiration it be-ima 

char ſi LE bel Bodies are fa- 
;\Worldly Bu fs, 
to it, or we | 2 

har age hos ke Me orm 

any Notion: of a perfe&t and pr Vir- 


tue, of deyout and Heavenly Paſſion? Whar 
Conceptions can they have of the Power 
and Joy of. the Holy Ghoſt, of Poverty.of 
Spirit, or Purity Ye Hears, or che Diffuſi- 
on of the: Love of God.in,our Souls? What 
Ey nnd -an Heaven, or 
Pleaſure ai In a 
this 


Wael, 
ns > xr” a fon Civ il Calling 
wn far they may be nfl of of bgke 
00s, I determine not. 


Foe FRO 


What a Mercy it is to theſe poor LEnd! 


that 'tis the Faſhion of their Country, as 


Sewell as a ng of our TORR, to. De- 


dicate 


Belief of 2 Providence, 
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dicate ove Day in [even to the' Service of 
God and their Souls ! But have 1 not of- 
tan, taught, that Purity of Intention Con- 
verts'the Works of a' ſecular Calling 'in- 
to the Works of God? I have fo, 'tis 
univerſally taught, ''tis the DoQtrine of the 
a - and therefore I ſhall never rerra# 
it; but ah ! How hard a thing is it for a 
Worldly Man to maintain this Parity of In- 
tention ! How hard a thing is it for a Mind 
eaten 'up by the - Love and Cares of his 
World to do all to the Honour'of God ! 
'Though therefore I cannot rerraf# this Do- 
Arine, yet the fonger T live, the more rea- 
ſon do I ſee, for qualifying and guarding it. 
with this Caution : Let no man that deſire 
to be Saved, much lefs that deſires to be 
Perfe# , take Sanftuary in Purity of In- 
tention, While he ſuffers the Works of his 
Secular Calling to ingroſs his Soul, and in- 
tirely. uſurp his "Time, If Seeutey Works 
exclude and thruſt out of doors fuch as 
are properly Religiows, it will not be eafj 
to conceive, how the Power of Godlineſs 
ſhould _ be maintained , how any" wiſe 
Thoughts, or Heavenly Defires thould be 
preferved in ſuch men; or how,fitally,thoſe 
who have utterly given up themſelves rothe 
wiſdom of this World, ſhould retain an 
true value for thoſe Maxims of the Goſpel, 
wherein conſiſts the, rr#e Wiſdom, " 5s 
| rom 


rv 
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from: above. All that I have ſaid againſt 
a Life of, BeſneS may ,, with equal or 
greater. force ; be urged againſt a Life pf 
Pleaſure; 1. \mean , that which they call 
Innorens Pleaſure : The one and the other 
entangle and enſ{nare- the' Mind ; the \one 
and the other leave init a peculiar reliſh, 
which'contiaues long after the hurry both 
of Pleaſure and Buſinels is over. Bur all this 
while,I would not have what I have ſa/d to 
be extended further chan I deſign it, toraile 
Jaqgoh 1a; bub and (Gord Men, _ 
refar wing the too cager Applications. 0 
the Eartby to the things of thus, Workd. 


lm 


CHAP. Vll. 
Of. Motives to Perfection. 


Naumerable are the Morives to Perfes 
Hion, which offer themſelves to any 
one: that refles ſerioully on this Argu- 
ment. - An hearty endeavour afrer Perfe+ 
tion is the beſt proof of ſincerity ; the near- 
elt approach to Perfettion, is the neareſt 


approach to the utmoſt ſecurity this Life 


is capable of. Great-is the beauty and 
lovelineſs of: an exalted Virtue , great the 
Honour and Authority -of: it ; and a very 


. happy: influence - it even upon | our 


Tem» 
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Temparsl Aﬀaics : And tothis may be ad- 
ded. the Peace and Tranquility 'of a wile 
Mind, ſaattified AfcQions, and a regular 
Life. Beſides; the Love of Ged is bound- 
leſs, 8nd the Love of Jeſs: is ſo too; and 
therefore demand not a lazy, feeble, or un- 
ſleddy Virtue , buc a ſtrong and vigorous 
oag, A warm and attive; ſuch as a true 


Fath, great Hoper, and a paſſionate Love 


EY mann to. To all this-1 
ight -add, that the Spiris of God is al- 


ways prefiing on/aad advancing, defirous 
to communicate himſeff to us: more and 
mare/pleatifully, if 'we be not backward 
ar negligerit our (elves. Bur theſe and ma- 
ny Enfarcewents to the Duty of Per- 
fe#ien, ſhould I enlarge oa them , would 
ſwell this Treatiſe to an intolerable bulk. 
Nar indeed is it neceſſary ; for: the 4 
Choprer, where I Treat of the Freits of Per- 


fettzop, does contain fuch Morrves to it, as 


are ſufficient to excite in any one that reads 
them, a maſt vehemeat deſire and thirſt 
after it. Here therefore all that I thiok 
fit to do, is, to put my Reader in mind 
of another Life : lo the Glories and Plea- 
ſures of which, I necd not prove that the 
Pexfett Man will have the greateſt ſhare. 
This is a Motive that muſt never be our of 
the thoughts of the Man that will. be Per- 
fed ; thas for three Reaſons, which. I 
will but juſt mention, i. With- 


"9 PTR” T FR —_—_ 
a ons 


Of the Attainment of Perfettion. 


rx. Without another Life, we can never 
form any.true Notion of a Perfed Virene. 
Sociable and Civil Virtues may be ſupport- 
ed by Temporal Motives , and fram'd -and 
modePd by .Worldly Conveniencies ; but a 
Divine "Virtue muſt be built upon a D4- 
wine Life , upon a Heavenly Kingdom. 
The reaſon of this Afertion is plain-; the 
Means muſt always bear Proportion to the 
End; where therefore the end is an Imper- 
fe& Temporal Good, there needs no more 
than imperfeCt «»finiſbed.Virtue toattain.it ; 
but where the End is Heavenly and Immor- 
tal, the Virtue ought to be /o'too. Were 
there no other Life, the Standard and Mea- 
ſure of the Good or Evil to'be found in 
AQions, would be their ſubſerviency- to 
the temporal Good or Evil of :bis World ; 
and by a neceſfary conſequence, ir would 
be impoſſible to prove any higher 
of Poverty of Spirit ,'Purity of Heart, 
Charity, and the like, to be truly Virtue, 
than what we could prove truly »ecefſary 
to- procure the Good,or guard us againſt the 
Evil of this Life : Andat fo,'tis ealy to con- 
clude what wear and bepggarly kind of Vir- 
tues would be arodacilivon this ground, 

2. Without another Life, all other: Mo- 
tives to Perfei#ion will be inſufficient. For 
though, generally ſpeaking , ſuch is / the 
Contrivance of Human Nature, that or 
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Good ori Sotiery 'not 
fGodd of 7; nb; Fo 
ed foty r ſetared; 'w tibut 


ce ;of foci polittcal WE 


wn $1. certain , Hed not gnly 
Cales* there world be 


ro po Ce a at 7 - pb 
not reſerved! or it itn "another World ; 
bur alfo in * 


World ,-if here were T1 6242} ? Or above 


the to hen they died 
they pr Heehen tf? Andcer- 
tain 'would' el be able t9 


at any Excellence of Petf&tion in any ARti- 
on, it we wero always nd erthe infltence 
of 57 ove of he a ad the Body, . ” 
| Life to' chmit is conc" facient 
Mais "x (aq "Who Will refuſe ro 
00H foldier of C rift Je: 


mly beticves that He 15 now 4 
\ Und will very faddenly come to 


baſh | cand Rewarder of his ſufferings ? 
How natural is' it 'to 747 with" patience? the 
race ey «A for b fore us , to'him who has 
an Ete 

in his Eye? 


y, an Erercat Crown alway 
And'if a , "i to" com? can 
make 


or Vip, "if there Were 
NE a If there were dot a' 


Min 
ſoar very 'high\, nor ſhduld we ever arrive 
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Ghally, wiFRbe" rd be pdor in Spirit, 
and AT delight in all the Offices. of an 
uafeigned vlicy,” to that Man. who 
Has! _ + pt by of Jos Teſur ; Re the fee 
his *Difeiptes , and fle 'after_ .4/- 
ork up' Fines Eealbt" "alway befors 
him 
-*Bbt'1 Kifolw twin betith Objetted, We 
aiſttr not" this Efficacy you attribute 
this Moribr. The Doftrite of another Life 
is the! great” Avticle of the Chriſtian Faith, 
andit'evety*where Preached throughout 
Chiiftenioh ; and; yer Men generally ſeerm 
to per Tb ricſ for :his World, as 
they conl# were there'no othet ; They,pra: 
an no Vifret but fact? as/ afe Pro rabls 
and hy oye or note aty farther thin 
they: are Po this I ay (wer, Though 
oft a& th > (there ate Wang, I hope 
men, EY beiienbonck Jhg' chat ral 
genera ddr, proceeds froti Want bole! 
of ' dane Confiltrayion, or ficm Bilief of this 
Do&rine of agorher Life. Firſt, From 
not' Conſidering? it as' we ſhould. Tis the 
pieate(t difadVa! tage e of the Obje&s of 
Frith, compietn hthoſe of 'Sexſe, that 
they care "and invifible! He there- 
54 that wit ..] iy, Aa wil derive 
any Strength and' 6 from this Motive 
muft-ſi Np this" diſtanite by devine add 
daily Contabirins? —_ fetcli the re- 
mQs 
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which the Faith and Hope-of a Chriſtian 
Rand ; the expreſs'declarations of the Di- 
vine Will concerning the future Immorta- 
lity 'and Glory of the "Children of God ; 
the demonſtration of ' this' contained in 
the ReſurreQtion of Jeſus from the Dead, 
and his\ Aſenfion , and” Seſſion ' at the 
Right Hand'of: God : And to this he may 
add, the Love of God, the Merits of 
Jeſus, andthe Ytate and Fortune of Virtue 
mn this World; From all which'one may 
be able to infer the undoubred cer: ainty of 
another World.” The Sam of all amounts 
to this; whoever will 'be Perfe7? , mult 
daily, T ſhould; Frhink, 'have faid, almoſt 
hourly ponder the Bleſſedveſs that attends > 
Perfet#ion itt another Life ;, he muſt ponder 
it ſerjo | \ that he may te through y per- 
ſyaded of ir; hemouſt ponderitoften, that 
the Notions of it'may be freſh and lively in 
his Soul. \ HP 
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H A' Je 6 ſeveral arts of Relis 
MS toy 5 ll be RAPE 
dilcer ned 9 Aa v4 10D, Ty: vs 
on the Narere, 
tion of Pe Way 
we fonbder- 


ka 
Oh 
erfe Lap 
tl Free 
otherwile han rf hg 
NO ep 


Now ih: th < Foy 
three, ings 
Aeon: 4 t wu hy Ba) Ac: 


tr os of which , Human Perfett- 
og» muſt conſequently conſift, And if we 
enquire wherein this Improvement or Ac- 
compliſhmeat lies, tis a truth ſo obvious 
that it will nat need any-proof; that [dumi- 
patios is the Perfetion of the Underſtanding, 
Liberty of the Wil, and Zyal of the 4ffe- 
Hine: If, in the next place, we refle& 
cha Doſeririg I. have before given 

, on, nothing is more evident, o_ 
has 
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" 


thinroropfticutes firny F45r of 'RISNG 
oqſheſs, :thiestbihgsarsneceaty * i; Phe 
'Knd#lalge of our Daty\ aid = % Obliz#- 
tions" : + Tic Subdaiig our Lats and 
Piſions, thir We way 'b& enabled to per- 
formic) "Laftly; nor only'a free, birwarm 
and vigdrous: Proſecution of it.-- Th the 
firſt. of 5thefe contilts Mhminarivn ; in the 
ſecond , Liberty 3 and in the third, var. 
Upon thew#hdk then tis -evilent; both 
from rheWNarirt of Prrfettion, ind of dp, 
that-Þ> an abw-t0 treat fy Grder of theſe 
chree thingy, Timination, Liberty and 2511, 
us ſo wilnf:Eflential Parts of Religious 
PeyſeBidw: (Not inuſt I Rop here, bit mint 
co thoſe three udivoidably 4dd Frota#ty”: 
For whether: We tonfider the'Sins of- the 
Perfe#/Mih's paſt Life, 6t the flips and 
defeds of - his beſt State 3 or: whether" we 
conſider” Mxts contiduat dependence upd 
God in all reſpe&s, but eſpeciall#"in-*&- 
ference to the Beginning, Progreſs, and 
Conſummation of his Perfet#ion'; orgwhi- 
ther, Laſtly, we conſider the ſcantineſs and 
deficiency , not only of this or that Man's 
Perfefion in particular , bur of Human 
Perfe#ion in general, we cannot but con- 
clude, that nothing can become Mortal 
Man (even though all rhe Excellence 
HumardiNature 'is capable of were Uni- 
ted in” one) better than” Hamility, Hu- 

L 4 mility 


wility; 'therefore. mauſt begin: and  compleat 
Religious, Perfe@ion.;z it owlt/:accompa- 
ny;\the , Chriftjap. in (every |Stage-'of- bis 
{piitual Fromal.6. myſt Crowo;all his 
Actions , and, add -that Beauty and \Ex- 
celleace; that, Grace and: Luftre-ito- all 

his other. Virtues, that\ is /-wholly ' ne- 
efary. to . reader them acceptable to 

G ? , \ 


> M324 +777 Bl azz irs 
The. general. /Ngtios of. Perfe#ion be- 
. 10g- thus reſolved..4nto-, its. Party: ;/ *tis 
plain'I am - now to. Diſcourſe of: each. of 
theſe... And what ] have'to ſay.igp each, 
ought- according to the ftrig-\Rules of 
#echbod, to be-campriſed within. the- ſame 
Chapter:: But co conſult the c#/e/and be- 
wefir. of. my. Reader , I ſhall flight this 
Nicetyy and diſtribute. my Thovugtus into 
ag mweny-Chapters as I ſhall judge moſt con+ 
vegicat for the: caſe and ſupport..of che 
Menury-  trh 236 
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CHAP. I 


Of Wlumination, what it conſiſts in, 


H E Method I have ſet my. ſelf, ob» 
liges me here to Three things ; 


r. To ſtate the Nation of Illumination, 
and reſolve what it is:: . 

2. To conſider the Fruits of it : And 

3: To ſhew how it: may be obtained, 


$. 1. What it is: It happens inthe poiat 
of. 1lmination, as it does in that.of; Heppi- 
neſs : All Mea at firſt heariog, form in ge- 
neral an agreeable and- plealing' Notion of 
it 3 all Men admire and love it-; but few 
have-any diſtin&'and true Underſtanding 
of thoſe things which 'tis made up of., All 
Men conceive [lumination to be a ſtate of 
Light and Kyowleage, as they do# HappinefS 
to. be a State of Pleaſure : Bur are as little 
agreed in particular , wherein conliſts tho 
Liglit'or Knowledge which makes the oze, 
ds whereia conſiſts the Pleaſure that makes 
the-other. The Luſt and Paſhon of ſome, 


Curie a9 and Prejudice. of others ; 
and Confidence, Weakneſs and 
Deſign, Enthuſiaſm and Fancy, embroiland 
me perpley 


I 


Mumination W hat, 


perplex all things. However, every ho- B 
neſt Man hath a Cle by: which he may a] 
eſcape out of this Labyriarh. The Scripture 1 
ſhines with bright- and gracious. Beams + 
chroughout all this Darknels : And if\we gl 
will attend to it , we cannot wander into ts, 
any dangerous miſtake: - This deſcribes rhe u 
ſtate of {ſluminarion very plainly to us ; tal- 0) 
ling it ſometimes Wiſdom, ſometimes Kyow- h, 
ledge and" Vndirſtanding ; lometimes Faith, 4) 
ſometimes 'the Spirit. of Wiſdom and Reve- IL 
lation. 'Nexc, ir acquiinrs us with the De- L 
ſen and Eixu of it 5 namely, to ronvert us G 
Tow the power of Satan to the ſervice of the u 
livine Gotl, to Purify and Sanftify us, to ff 
enablec' us'cv dpprove the holy, acteptable, and tl 
perfet# "vill of God, adhd in one word \ro R 
wake #1 iſt unto [aloation. Nay; it pro- Ir 
ceeds further, and points out to tis parti- C: 
culzrly the Tiarhs in the Koowledge of V 
which. 1/s ination cotifiits. - F tits the 074 P 
Te/tanitnt reckons Wiſdom to be, fometimis I 
the Kyordledee of God, fornerimes the Know: rc 
kdgt of his Law, foretines the Unier fdnd- 0 
ing- of Proverbs ah Parables ; theſe:con- It 
tamifg- 49 1t were the Soul of Moral Ins bf 
ReaRion) and! wrapping! up. in few''andt V 
lively Words; whutever the Experieace-of tl 
the: Aged, of the obſervation” of:-Mgh :of a 
the'mbſt pierbing: rhougſio:belÞ S 


ated): ro Paſtericy- le 


deſerved fo. b&tra | 
| Bute 
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But all chis amouats to the ſame thing, and 
all:che Deſcriptions of Hi/dow in the Old 
Teſtament may be lumm'd upiato thar one, 
Job -28. 28. Rehold, the fear of the Lord, 
that is wiſdom , and to depart. from evil 1s 
waderſtanding. ' The New Teftament tells 
us, 7 his js life #ternel, to know, thee the 
only tree God, aud jeſus Chriſt whom thou 
haſt ſext : That Chriſt is the wayy the truth, 
and the life : That in him are hid all the trea- 
ſares of wiſdom and knowleage 1. That trace 
Underſtanding conlifts in kwowing the will of 
God ; which will is ow ſaenitification.. And 
when St. Paul underſtands'by. Wiſdom, ag 
ſometimes he does, the penetrating into: 
the Spirit and Myſtery , the Depths aud 
Recelles of the Old Tefteamens, and diſcovers 
ing the great Deſign of Man's Redemption, 
carried : 0a through all the- Ages: of the 
World, and through a wiſe variety! of Diſ- 
penſatiens.,. this alters not the Notion of 
Illnmnation : For this does not point ous 
to us any new of different -Fruths ;-bur 
only. regards one peculiar way of exphain- 
ing , of eſtabliſhing and conhrming the: 
great, Chriſtian Dottrines, To canchade,; 
We may ealily: leara what. ſogt of K,zawledge 
the. Spiris of God reggmmends-to its-above 
oo at Fr oeeyon 
$, 47: puts. up: for the: & rand Co: 

/oſpant,, For- the Firmer he Prays , F 
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That the God of  owr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, "the 
father of glory, may give unto you the ſpirit 
of wiſdom and revelation in the knowletdpe 
of him”; the eyes of your underſtanding bee 
ing enlightued, that ye may know what 'is 
the hope of his calkinz, and what the riches of 
the plory of 'his inherit ance'in' the ſaints, and 
what is the exceeding greatneſs of his powey 
to nero who believe, n—_ to the —_ 
ing of his might , which he wrawwht in 
Chriſt, vhs ke Faes him from the dead, 
and ſet him at his own right hand in the hes: 
venly places, 8&c. Eph. 1. 17, 18, 19, 20. 
For the Letter thus : That ye might be filled 
with the knowledge of his will, in all wiſdom 
and ſpiritual underſtanding ; That ye might 
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, be- 
ing fruitful in tvery good work , and increa- 


fing in the knowleage of God, &c. Col. 1,” 


9, 10. If from theſe and the like Texts 
we form a general Idea of JIlumination, it 
will be this: Illumination is'a State of Kyow- 


, conſiſting in the aboliſhing or relin- 


quiſhing thoſe Zrr9rs, which deprave and 


vert our Aﬀecions, and undermine and 


ant the Empire and "Authority of 


Reaſon-; and 'in entertaitting/ and embra-' 
cing- thoſe Trurhs, which purify the'one, - 


"reſtore" 4nd: eſtabliſh the ochier t "All? 
this in'order'to-entitle ts to; the Favour 'of 
God, :and'a bleſſed” Etcryity. I might 

| content 


4 » iu ww ow © vn AR Q 1, 


i 4 ©... <4 << 


»-— + Y Mm >: #708) Goes © 


- +” £ | —__ -» 


b——— 


and { how Attamed. 


tion-of  Ilumination. - But” becaufs this is 
a/SubjeQ from which we cannor but reap 
ſo:mueh Pleaſure and Advantage, as will 
abundantly requite whatever Labour can 
be beſtowed upon' it ; I wilt proceed to a 


fuler diſcovery of-it, if I can.” + 


Illumination _—_— a' Starr of K yow- 
kdze, the Objet?. of. this 'Know/edge: being: 
4 *tis plain, that in pact hows - 
juſt and: diſtin. Notion of : [himinarion,- its 
will. be neceſſary to.inquire into#wo things :- 
Fir, What kind of» Trathe.;' and? Next, 
what: kind of Kyonledge of cheſs Truths,' 
conſtitutes Ilumination. þ ao” 


i». \Of the Traths which Ileminate : We' 
have. many noble. CharaCtets'in the 0/# 
Teſtament and the New, which diftioguiſh 
theſe from Truths of an inferior Nature : 


Allwhich are, F think, compriz'd: by $9- ' 


lomon in very few words ; -Prbv..24. 13, 
14: My ſon, ſaith he, eat thou honey, becauſe\ 
it is good ; and the honey-comb, which is ſweet 
to thy taſte; faſhll the knowledge of wiſdom 
be unto thy ſoul, when thou hsſÞ\fonnd it ;; 
then there ſhall be x reward, and thy expe 4- 
tion ſhall not be cat off. Solomon here; as is 
very uſual with inſpired Writers, dots com- 
pare Spiricual with:Corporeal”Fhings, or 


illuſtrates the oze by the other. "He tells'us; 


that 


content my ſelf with this general Delinea- 
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Illumination What, 


that what Adaney is to the! Body, that Wiſs 
dom; 15 t91;the.i Soul : And: recommending 
the Forricr-from teworincbm parable Proper- 
ties, its Miniſtoing/to- Healer and Plaafare, 
he recommends-:the Lamar from Adyantas 
ges, which bearandeed: ſome: Reſerbilance 5 
but are as mugly Saperiorito/rhefe,  as\the 
Soul.is, to the Body: My ſong" eat than \ho- 
ney, becauſe, th:is good ;} i.e. becaule. it. both 
eleanſes; vnd>parges all: noxious Humburs, 
and. wourd/bes.\and 'firengr hens the! Body: 3 
And:the honey sombz beraoſe/it-i; ſweet toithe 
taſte; which: is the ſecond Extelience of 'this 
fort of. Foad:, namely:; its Pleaſant neſs; 
and properly urged» coavne\ che! Eater); 
Then proceeding to compleat the Compa- 
rifon,. he:add&\. So ſball:thekhowledge of wil- 
dam be to thy:Joul; when thiw haſt ifonndit'; 
41:7; it-ſhall Miniſter to 'the! Purificarton ) 
Strengths, and- Delight of thy. Souhi' Butt 
this 15-;notall;:. Though the? Parallel-car 
be extended-no further between Hompand"\ 
 Wiſdow ; yet he does. not think fit'forithat 
res{on-to'omit oxe-of the greateſt Excellen-' 
ties of» Wiſdom: And therefore: he: adds; 
1 hen there ſab bera reward; and't hy expeth a> 
tien (bail vat berout off: WiſHom does not: 
only. perfeit.and/entertain Our: Minds: but? 
alfo-t gives: us a Title: to:chofe Rewards, 
for the enjoyment of which prepares and} 
hts/us, + Here then we have from So/omn' 
the 
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and tan pk 


the youy _—_— of mo. Hoſe: By 


ok. all the 

= kj wr rn 4. diſioguiſh- 

wh Peng . precious my the =4/e., and fixing 
_ 


Eſtimate of Each, If- there, be ary. 

ſore of, Ty «whoſe. Knowledge does not 
3 but obſtruc# thele great Ends, 

ef ws are.to, deſpiſe, and ſlighr} to four; 

and, gre. But if-rhere be any: Axowledge, 

tha does neither or hinder, nor. yer 
tribute. tO, Ends , unlels:accidens 
all y, and. very remotely, ; for «his we- may: 
ome, but no very gre: regard. or 


ClLEem. ... er. that:be, 
whic is. attended by. theſe Fruits, this is 
that. Figs h.we are.teſcerch for. as for hiddew. 


irea{ure..: This,-is that which,;-wben we 
FR IE: ve. Joyed it, * we-are. to value-above. #he 

bj 'y tbe. Topez and; the: Carbun> 
y_ precious ſtanes. | The.diftinguiſhs 
ing. Vo dla then of Ieminwing. Truths 
are. fe our : 


P Y They Parify us. 
24 They Nowriſh and Strengthen us. 
+ [They Entertain and; Delight vs. 
agy Procure us a glorious Reward. 


. They Parify.us;. This is. a Property 
which the Rayal P/almiſft frequencly atrvo- 
butes to the Word of God, that ir is Ae 

an 


s 2 


r60 Illumination W hat, 


and c/eaxy” Pal. 119%, andi elſewhere.” And 
the" New "Teſtament frequently aſctibes'to 
Faith and Hope, that hey parify theHearr, 
1 Joh 3.:9. -At#s 5. And this ſureis'the 
firſt thing' neceſſary to the Perfeiting the 
Soul of 'Man. - *Tis with the Sos!, as with 
the Body; it muſt be'firſt cleanſed from: 
hurtful Hamours, before ir can be fed and 
#ouriſhed';/ purged of 'its Errors and' Vices, 
ere ir can' be' exriched with Divine Virtues; 
and. «#ain- that- Liberty” and Strength, 
wherein conſiſts the” true' Greatneſs :and 
Excellence of-the Mind of Man. - The frf 
Step'towards the Per fet#iom of Virtue; isrhe 
relinquiſbing« our Vice; for 'we muſt" ceaſt 
#0 do evil, ere we tan learn to do good : And 
the frft Step 'towards the Perfeition" of 
Wiſdom, is the 4i/ptllivp thoſe Errors, which 
deceive'and. miſlead the Mind, and pervert 
Life. ''Whar- theſe were \in" the Jew and 
Gentile, arid'what' they'are at — 4n 
#s, it iseaſy enough to diſcern. The Mind 
of Man, as far as I can obſerve, js natu- 
rally proze to Religious Worſhip. * Not bn- 
ly the conſideration 'of rhe'wonderful Me- 
chaniſm and Contrivatiee'of the World, "and 
of. Events, ftrange. ſudden, and unaccount- 
able ; but alſo the Conſcience of his own 
Impotence and Obnoxiouſ3eſs, \inclining Him 
' tothe Belief, and+ prompring him-to ſeek 
the Patronage of «an Invifble Al-ſufficient 
| Power, 
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pry cr reg Mortal 
State 1s expoſed. Theſe' are two: things 
of that Imporcance, that no man. ;can/E&r 
Madpo gb go echs, pre, pity Ton 
FIG aa PAT 
DO 
Sos. and Eorant 


to himſetta:fa//e God inſtead of the trup;,07 
mou aboug:to:endear and recommend thiym-+ 


'the « agg —_ falſe : nd an 


ous. Worſhi W irs. theſe points .the 
Jew war'ey; BH Were. m1 ior ubys ob though 


not equallymiltaken. The Gentile worlhip- 
ped Devrls,) inſtead of. God +\T heir Myfe- 
'746s were'(either ſenſual or:cruet; their: Re 
ligion did\dftder encouragesSin than Virtue. 
Andagstotheir ſovereign:Good, their Hearts 
were ſet-ypon 5 his fear, the Pomp 
and Pleaſure, : upon the and Honour 
of it. 5 /and they.h had either none, or. very 
dark and. uncertain Proſpe@ts beyond: thi 
Grave : All beyond. it was! an unknown 

M Region, 


Timdaaion Wheat, 


Region; full; o& Fables and: adle: Phantoms: wy 
The Jews, though they cojoy/d ths © 
ip-of fre a ok erp -_ mer 
wu h as very oy 
vw Pay pI ng me 


hae ormedrhwar Godin 6 ve ayer of Aon 
= * this Natare : They looks 
ed-upan him as.rhe.God of the Jaws, war bf 
omently Aron oe ee 
jorid:abd parciad'to..cheir' N 4 and as 
delighted with+a Religion y ade; up. of 
bal Obſervances.., And this could, not bur 
have a very {ad/influence mw 
eye 
is tru an \Pharifaies 
and aboliſbed ; and Sadaxciſmor Ph 

3. e. Sex/nality or Sima 
the room of ©, «: And as RENSEOEED 

Ea or fogrean Obs, the Saderes den 
the'R efarrection.,) Angels and + aha Saw ; and 
therefore 'tis norte be. pO 
.entertain any: rac _ 
che Body. And though the! Phariſees ac- 
knowledged Angels and 2; Referrion 3 
yer can we not diſcern that my wi X 
value far any belades' « 
Fower., and Weakch of rhis #o#ld. And 
v0 wonder, {noe xhey could, upon their 


Principles, 
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rg ; theiſtlves i ina 
rink had of interval Pls or 


faeſe wit. Sd that. upon che 
whole, ls and Gentile were alike 
wicked: Ogly the Wickednels of the Jews, 
_ bn deck init aboye- that of 
ay rs they ecnjoy'd the. Oracles 
of Go, _ Favour of 4 peculiar Cove- 
naxt.\\ This being 'the-ſtate of Darkng(5, 
which a the Face'of the Femiſb.and 
Gentile'World,..our Lord,.'who was toi be 
4 ht to h keen the Gentiles, and the 
of by & Hrach, advanecd and eftabli 
—_ ah . Fol cheſs E rw 
to rrors z; 
reſcue [Mankind from the Miſery that a- 
tends "them. - For all that the Goſpe/ can- 
tains maybe reduced to theſe rhtee Heads : 
Firſt, "tha: +Aﬀertion of - ope Qply' true God, 
with 2/bright agd full Revelation of bis Di- 
vige "4riribaves and Perfetiion. Secandiy, 
An bir he delights in; whis hey rw 
Worſbip in, which i 4 Spiritss 
ane, with ſuitable Meaxs and Mo- 
tives ; in which laſt is contained full De- 
claration 'of Man's ſuprewn Happintſy. 
Thirdly, the Revelation of ane Mediator be- 
_ Gad and mas, the men Chri Tele: : 
þ whom we beve acceſs with eff to 
the rone of grace ; through whom me have 
obtained. from the A” gras and pardon, 


ani 
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Illumination What; 


Aantxdoption ;- and through whiom:, \Zafy, 
all''onr * Oblarions gnd Performances are 
#creptable to Him. The Defen'of this glo- 
rious Manifeſtarion was to gpen'Mens eyes, 
19Thn then: from darknef to light, and fr 


the power of  Stten'to the. tiving'Godi' That 


they" might obrain remiſſion 'of fins, and an 
inheritance” of plory.' Theſe' then are the 
+1 h1 which WMandinated' the Gratile and 
Jewiſh World 7 And theſer are} rhe rruths 
which - muſt /7/{amincte "us 'at 'this' day. 
ns diſpel all ec. Errors that 
Jezd;us to Viceror Miſery 5 Theſe | point 
out our _ elicity;,' and the direft 
Wor: heſe open; andeenlarge the Eye 
-of 'the Soe/, 'enable-it to diftingoiſh and 
judge with an unerring 'Ex 'between 
'Good and Evil',' berween Subſtantial and 
Superpelats Temporal and' Eternat: Good. 
And 1 wiſh from os Soul, wtiatever Lizht 
we'"pretend: to at this Day, we were well 

rounded and eſtabliſhed in theſe Truths. 

doubt notwithſtanding our Belief of ove 
God, and'ove Mediator ; and notwithftand- 
ing we are welt enough affured ; that God 
who'is a /pirit, muſt be worſbipped-in ſpirit 
and intruth ; and notwithſtanding our pre. 
tending to believe a Life to come ; I ſay; I 
am afraid, (that notwithſtanding theſe 
things, we'do generally err in #0. main 
Points ; namely, in the Notion we ought 
to 
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to | have of Retigion:, and the: wa/ue weare 


to ſer age che World and,the Body... For: 


who thaz,r 


the freedom, the. vanity, and 1umpertinence, 


to:ſ; 

conclude, that, eicher we have regouared, 
our Religjon., | or form to our ſelyes; too, 
complaiſant, and indulgent a.Notias of. is, ? 
For is this. the imitation of 7eſwu ? Is. this 
to walk as be, walked in the World ? Can 
this be the. Neportment of. Men.to whom 
the World ahd the Body is Crucihed f Can 
ſuch a Life as this 15, low from thoſe Divine. 
Fountains, Faith, Lowe, and Hope ?: Who 
again.can,reflect upon the Paſſion we dilco= 
ver for Ppeniertsy and Precedence » Our, 
thirſt, of | Fower , our ravenous delire \of, 
Wealth, and,not conclude, that we have, 
miſtaken our main Exd, that we [tt a wrong. 
value upon things ; and that, whatever wg 
talk of an Evernity, we look upon this pre- 
ſent World as our portion, and moſt valugs 
ble Good 2 For can ſuch. a tender concern, 
for ſuch ao ;eager purſuir,, after temporal. 
Rt flow bom, muy ou Ae parity 
of heart, and. paverty of [pirdt , te love of 
God, .and aire 19.408 Who « 
will be Perfe# or Happy, mylt care: ule 
avoid both theſe Errors : He mult never 
M 3 think 


r,reflefts upon the Pomp and Pride. 
of Life ,,,vp90 the caſe, ,,,the, lofracls and. 
the luxury gf it,. upon; the. Frochioels, ghd. 


| ay go. worſe,: of Converſa/ion, will nor. 


'l, Hethuſt | af he fore of 
WF OS : hever ith- 
IF orher than a; pipe ng 


bl ke X== 

| Flop, © For we 
Ire! The hen eG 
| ib oh 'I -þ we know 
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1 ».: Tha Sad ChanGier of Madan 
Treths"is;\+hat they" ire fhoh"as fred 
mouriſh, corrobvr ate and improve the Mind 
of Min.” Now the of © Bddi 
Rfirengthy dre fiich'as rheſe } [Tt enables us4o 
baffle ard 'repet Injuries,” tobear Toil and 
S223 26 5 und leiny, fr pred 
3 f it gs 
Life 20 a'much further- rd] than weak 
* and crazy 'Confiticetions can arriveat.\ And 
of all theſe 'we find ſome Reſemblances in 
Spirit»dl Strength ; but as'much more Pey- 
fee? and" Excellent , as the 'Spirit is above 
the Body.” Thoſe Truthy' then are indeed 


— "which erable-us to vanquiſh 


act ths to endure with Conſtancy and 
Eben Toils and Hardſhips of our 
Chriſtin , to the Duties 


of our Sration with Zealand Vigor j and 
which'Laftly, render us firm , Reddy,'and 
- immortel:” And theſe are the glorious 
effeAs which' are attributed 'to the 77wrhs 
of "God" | Hence is the” Goſpet \called the 
power of Gol into ſubvation; Rom." 1:16. 
ar hence' it is, that we of the armour 
of God , EpheC. 6. 11. The of the 
opirit, the ſhield of faith," the breaff plate of 
4 ner "Rc, 0 intimate to us" the 
and Virtue of: the Word of 'God, 
ty 'it'drings with it ſafery and Ti6- 
ceſs. "And hetteo it is; *thet the Word of 
M 4 God 


—_— 
new one-houoe thelle 


# that 


qaickes and. freagthes ; 
avavis lid Is wot by bread alone, but by 


on __— that proceedeth ge eau f 
neſs 1 everlaſt- 
40g 5 T and ny that darh the Will of God 


is affirmed to. abide for ever.z..To teach hx 


p plainly, that 7 is nothing di 
j | -unalterable, aching durable, ootb 1 4 


of 

nal;/ bur God, Divine 7raths,-;and thoſe that 
\are formed and, woulded by,them. 

There are Truths indeed which are meer- 


ly Barren and Vaa#ive,which amuſe and ſul- 
-pend the: Mind, but never; benefit it : bur 
'there are others which are, inthe Language 
-of Solomon, like health io thenguel,and marrow 
#04 he bones : "Wiſdom and, Virtue, Life and 
-Honour, the Favourof Gog and Man, at- 
.tendrhem where-e're chey.dwell. And theſe 
are the Treths which [{amnate ; Truths 
$hat are AQtive.apg. Fruirful ; chat make us 
-wiſe and good,,; perfeQ and:ha 
as we havea-mighty Iatere in 
upon us, ſuch as give a 
ndertandmgy and. new 
berty.to the: Will-3; ſuch. as 
pps and. exale'our AﬀcQions, 12nd ences 


Pomhes pon more.rationsl, more.ſt 
» More uniform.,".. 7 be/e'are 


y.; Such 


as have 


eddy, 


the the Theckew b make Mev great and mo- 
deft i «\ erect and yogragious | in 
6 ne corn content | with 7rbi 


Wor Id, 


6. as. AM 


and. how Attained. 
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v "th. —_rF"Y” grew 


W id, yes alway full of che, Hopes of a | 


better: Sereney Calm, and. well aſſured 
in the. preſent fate of their Souls, and yer 
thiritiag after Perfe#jon, Matarity, and the 
abſolute Conſummation of Righteouſneſs in 
the World to-come.. . Now the Traths that 
effeR all this , are all reducible to thoſe 
which I have meationed under. the former 
Head-: For in thoſe we find. all that is ze- 
ceſſary to life aud goadlineſs , to virtue and 
g/ory ; in thoſe we find all that is neceſlary 
' toraiſe and ſupport true Magnanimily, tg 
enlarge, and free the Mind, and to add 
Strength and Courage to ir. For what can 
more certainly promote all this, than Imzpor- 
tality and Glory ? What can be a ſurer Foun- 
dation for the Hope of both..co reſt on, 
than the Favour of God himſelf? And what 
can, more effefually reconcile, and ingra» 
tiate. us with Ggd, than (incere univerſal 
Righteauſnef, and the Mediation of his 
dearly Beloved Sow ? wh 
3- The Third CharaQter of 1/luminating 
Truths is,that they are Pleaſant and Agreea- 
ble to the Soul, Hence it 4s that the 
Royal P/almiſÞ pronounces the Ward of God 
ſweeter than the haney and the honey comb : 
- That. he aſcribes to ic Delighe and Joy.; 
For he tells us,” that. i# rejoices the beart, 
that 4: enlightenstbegjes. And according» 
ly:we find the true Servants of God, noe 
only 
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only continually bleffing and praifing God 
in Uh Temple, but megnifying him 'by 
Pſalms and Hymns 1n their Priſons, \and re- 
joicing in" the midſt of Tribs/ation. But 
when I reckoa' P/ceſureand Delight amongſt 
the Fruits of [ſiumination, 1 mult add, that 
there is a vaſt difference between the Fs 
and Flaſhes of Mirth, and the ſerenity of 
a Fixt and Habitual Delivht ; between the 
Titillations of Senſe , and the folid Joys of 
the Mind; and laftly, between the Ples- 
ſares of Fanty, and of Reaſow. And when'T * 
ſay, I!lsmination conſiſts in the Knowledge 
of pleaſant and agreeable Truths, T mean it 
of rational Pleaſure , an habitue! Tranqui- 
lity of the Mind : And then the Matters 
beyond Queſtion, Whatever Truths 'do 
contribute to promote xhzs, the Study and 
Contemplation of them , muſt be our true 
Wiſdom. Joy , when tis folid and ratio- 
nal, does enlarge and exalt the Mind'of 
Man : *Tis, as it were, health to the navel, 
and marrow to the bones; it renders us more 
thankful to God, more kind and courteous 
to Man. *Tis an excellent Preparation £0 
mvite more Plextifsl Influxes of the Spirir 
' of God. Hence did EFjah call for x Ms: 
fical Inſtrument , when he defired to Pro- 
pheſy : And' we find the Company of Pro- 
fhets rejoicing with Hymns, Meafick «nd 
Dances ;, all oorward Teftimonics of the ” 
war 
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wer Tranſports and Raviſhments of theic 
Minds. 'Anod/ as 1 am perſuaded that that 
which-diRinguiſhes » Godly ſorrow , from 
a Workily or Inigious one, Repemtance and 
Comrition, from the Agonies and Perplexi- 
ties of Deſ)air, is the peace and tranquility 
which atrends it; fo am I perſuaded, thar 
Gad does /prefs and invite us 30 Moarninz 
and'Sorrow for Sip, for rhis reaſon, not ex- 
cluding others, becauſe it naturally leads 
on to Peace arid Joy : A foft and render 
Sorrow diſſipating the Fears and. Diſtreſlcs 
of Guilt , like mild and fruitful Showers 
that do lay Sroyms, In a word, there is no 
ſuch 'powerfut Antidote again(t Siv , nor 
fpur-ro - Holy ITnduftry, as Holy Pleaſare, 
Pious Joy, or Spiritual Peece and Trangqui- 
biy. * This 1s Partaking or Amicipating 
the s of the World to come; and the 
mrightioR Corvaboration of every thing that 
s 560d in vs. Phe Study then of ſuch 
Traths, is erae Wiſdow. And [[howination 
thus far will conſt in quitting thoſe #r- 
rors, Which \beget Melancholy , Superſti- 
tion; -Deſparation:z and in fuch 7ruths, as 
etthirge our view of rhe Divine RerfeQions, 
and-exhibir 'to'11s'n nearer Preſence of ins 


Goodneſs and Glory : Serb, again, as un- 
fold the - Dignity -of Human Nature, and 
the wile and: Ends of -our Crea- 


fion 5 S#eh , Laſtly, as exrend-our Prof- 
pet, 
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pe, and enlarge. our Hopes ;. ſupport. 
our Frailties, and excite our. Vigor. ;--: . 

4- The leſt property of ithoſe Treths. in; 
the Knowledge of which: J{lymination con-: 
ſiſts, is, bat they. are ſuch as procure, us a: 
Reward. .:If we- reflet:; upon. thoſe three, 
Heads, under which I ranged thoſe Truths, 
which  1laminated the Gentile and FJewiſb 
World , we {ſhall cafily diſcern how well. 
they fit this CharaQer : They fill the Mind, 
with Joy and Peace, and make it abound. 
in Hope ; they Purge the Man trom his-na- 
tural Corruption, and fortify ' the Mind 
againſt ſuch Impreſſions ,..from outward. 
Good or Evil ia this World, as diſquiet and 
torment'the Sinner ; they. procure hum the 
Protection. of God's Providence, .and- the 
Aſſiſtance of his Spirit 4n «his Lite; and 
they invite him- to: hope for Glories .and 
Pleaſures ia, avother , far above any thing 
that the heart of. man-can conceive. God is 
the God of hope; He has all fulneSSand Suf- 
ficiency in himſelf : And: therefore Bleſſed 
muſt all hey be, who have the Lord for their 
God. Jeſws.is the. Fountain. of . all 'Con/o- 
lation : He'is made unto 'm of Gad, wiſdom, 
and righteouſneſs, and [anftification, and: re» 
demption : Happy is he that dqes -rejorce 
always, and glory in him... Righteouſneſs is 
a ſtate of. Health and $rengeh, of Perfetir 
on and Beawty. , of Peare and Tranqaitizy, 
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of\ Ref and : Bleſſed are they who 
are ſed ht are made free from 
fin, and become ſervants of God ; "who have 
their frait wnto-holineſs, and the end ever- 
laſting life. Such are already poſt from death 
to life; for the ſpirit of life and holineſs, of 
God 'and glory, reſts upon them; This is the 
CharaQer rhat diſtinguiſhes Go/pet Know- 
ledge from all orher 'forrs' of 'Knowledge. 
No knowledge of A4rrs or Stiexces, and 
much leſs the moſt exquiſite knowledge of 
all the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Dark- 
meſs,» can. pretend ro an Etertal Reward. A 
ſhote''and/ impure Pleaſure , and+a tranſi- 
ent Intereſt,” is'all that this fort: of Know- 
ledze-car beſtow,"and very often, inſtead 
of Pleaſure and Profit, it requites its Diſci- 
ples with Pair and Trouble. The Goſpet 
only-contains' thoſe 7raths, which confer 
Life and Immortality on thoſe that Believe 
and Obey them. '*Tis the Goſpel alone 
thar teaches» us: how we are to gain the 
Love--and- Favour of God ; and” 'tis God 
alone who Rules and Governs the viſible 
and inviſible World. He therefore alone 
15 to be fear'd, and He alone is to be loved. 
Fear ' not them, faith our Saviour, Matt. 
10. 28.” which kill the body , but are not able 
to kill the ſoul ; but rather fear him who @ 
able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in hell. And 
St. Johx gives the ſame Precept —— 
[4 
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the World i Love net the 'world:, ptithes 
ſom 3s mad) eſpe a 
ame o0n'; wor js avay, 
the luſt thereof : But he that: doth the will- i 
God, abideth for ever That is, the Wor 
can at beſbbur-gratify for moment the Ap- 
ites. of the Body, ar thi Deſires of a ſen- 
ual Fancy; therefore lavieit nor 3 but {vt 
the Father, who aker the diſſolution of 'the 
vitai Union betwixt Soul and Body;::1s able 
to confer Life and Happineſs on both to all 
Eternity. + "294 LP 
Thus have I confidered: the Charters 
of Iilamunatino, Traths." And the whole of 
what I have {aid amounts to' theſe me 
things. 1. There are Frpths of very differ» 
ent kinds :/Truths that are of 29 &/e;; fuck 
are thoſe which are either 2rifing or meer- 
ly notional, and can have: no influence on 
Human Life : Truths that are- of ill wſe ; 
fuch are thoſe of which conſiſts the Ares 
of Senſnality, Avarice, Vanity-and; Ambits- 
on : Theſe are to be detefled, the farmer'to 
be contermned by. all that» ſeek after eruec 
Wiſdom. Again, there are Truths of an 
inferior uſe ; ſuch as concern our Fartencs, 
our Relations, our Bodies; and theſe may 
be allowed their proper place, and a reeſon- 
able V alas. - But the / r#ths which concern 
the Pcace and Pleaſure , Strengch and Li- 
bertyy of our Sowl/s; which procure B 
the 
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the Favour of God, and the Grace' of his 
Spirit ; the 7rachs, in a word, which fe- 
cure our. Temporal and Eternal ova ns, 
theſe arte Illuminating Traths, theſe have a 
trasſctndent worth, and. ineftimable Bxcel- 
lence,. or Uſefulnels, and confequently can 
never be too dear to us. 2. Since the ,great 
Char «Gers of Muminating Traths do exattly 
ft the" Goſpel of Jeſus, 'ris plain. that ris 
is that Syfeme of dre, 'which we 
are. to-'Stady dey and night; this'is that 
Divine Philoſophy , whoſe . Principles and 
Laws we muſt 4nceflantly revolve and pon- 
der. Tis not without reaſon, that the 
P/almsft beftows fuch glorious Evogies 
on the word of God, P/a. '19. and. elſc- 
where : That he magnifies, one while the 
mtriakck Excellence and Beaury, another 
whitle the: Force and Efficacy of-it ; and 
ever and anon, enlarges himſelf upon the 
advantages , .the - unſpeakable advantages, 
which reward the Meditation and Practice 
of 'it: Of af: Perfeitions 1 have feen an 
ent: bat thy commandments are exceeding 
broad. They are pare, they endure for ever ; 
they enlighten the eyes, and prjoice the heart. 
Moreover by them thy ſervant is warned ; 
and in keeping of | them thert is great ve- 
ward. That is, by them we are preſer- 
ved from all res! Ewl, and put in pofſefli- 
on of, or entitled to, all rea/ Good. mo 
wel 


Iinintion What. 


well did-St: \Perer anſwer, when our Lord 
asked his Diſciples, Wilye alſo go from me? 
Lord; whither ſhall wt go?. Thow haſt the words 
of eternal life. And how wiltly did St. Paul 
reſolve ;' to: know nothing 'but Chriſt Jeſus 
and "him crucified ? For: he''is the way, the 
truth, and the life ; and't9 him are hid all 
the treaſwres of wiſdons and knowledge. 
Bur after all, as there-is a:Form of Gods 
{ines , fo there is a Form of. Knowledge; 
without the: power of it.. +'Fhe- Knowledge 
of the ſame; Truths ,' as CE 40t 
beginaing, in different Perſons, m—_—_— 
different", as econ with wvery | differ, 
Reception. Our: Conceptions may be-more 
clear, or: confuſed, more hvely:;; or faiar, 
more perfe&, or maimed ;/'And our Aſſene 
may be ſtronger or weaker. In /omerhey 
may only float ſuperficially ;-in others rliey 
may penetratedeeper:; And the Degrees 'of 
their Influence and Operationi, , will be cer- 
rainly proportioned tothedifferent manner 
of their Reception. For this reaſon it will be 
neceſſary to the right-underftanding ofa 
ſtate of Illumination , to Viicourſe +: 
+2. Of the Natore of that Kynowledgerwe 
muſt have of the Former:Truths ;- rothew, 
what ſore of Conception we muſt form of 
them, what kind of 4ſſens we mult.-pay 
them, and- what kind-of Conſideratrion' we 
muſt employ - about them. As I boy 
there= 
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therefose: laid-dowa-the P raperties of thoſe 
Troths; fo: will:I now; lag down the, Pro- 
perties Of ithat-Anowledge. of. them , which 
is Elſentiat-y0 Jluminat ion. {41 

I. Hanis ating K you/eage mult. be deeply 
rooted-; EF his Qur Seviourihas-taught us in 
that Pareb/e, wherein be has obſerved £0 us, 
that che-/eed which had wot depth of earth, as 
it /con. ſprang wp {0 it ſoon withered and aryed 
49. Weoiren know ( or pretend to do lo, ) 
the Rudiments of our Religion, without the 
Grounds and Foundation of it; We embrace 
Concl/uſions,without examimang the Principles 
from whence they flow 5 and contrary tothe 
advice of; the. ipoſtle,, we..are ule. to 
give 4. reaſon tp any one that asketh us of 
the. faith; und. the hope that 'is in ws. And 
then . owp5-iis not properly. A,vow/edg >, but 
Opinion; "tis\not Fab, but Credulityc Tis 
not a, firm.Perſuafion, but:an! eaſy cuſtomary 
Aﬀſent..;And:this. is overthrown by: every 
Temptation ;1 defaced ar much blur'd by 
every Atheiftica! ſuggeſtion. or Prophane O- 
jedion,,, Does the World or. our Leſt tempt 
us, as the Devil did our Firſt Parents, Te 
ſhall. not ſure'y die ? Row. eaſily. is that 
Faith ſhaken, which is: #0 berter founded ? 
How ealily is a- Man induced to Hope, that 


[$i 1s: not vety fate and pernicious , that 


God will ealily be prevailed with tO! Pare 


don \it; that: the Flames of Hel are Meta- 


N phorical 


Iluniination Wha 
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phorical, and its Eveymity a iſihes Nori 
or and gr 'Pancy, if heb nt 
of the erue of God's "Wrath and 
[ndiznation, whith are founded inthe ve- 
ry Nature of God and Sis ?-Whereas' on 
the vrher hand; he chat well 'yaderftands 
bh theſe 3 the Deformity snd\ Fendency 
of Sin ; and the Holineſs und-the Purity 
of: the Divine Nature, cannot'but diſcern 
an-irreconcilable NT berween'them 3 
and be convi t'were"there wo Ty; 
bunal exceed for __ yet would Six 

ww ; and cliat"an into- 


be the narural «td neceſſary Hae of it. 
The ſx of this Argument Thar Know- 
leage, which has no deep root,” isfubjec to 
be overthrown by every be blaſts That Faith 
_— 1s" lietle more Ts does 
feidom ſtand againſt /any very rade 
ee Ry hated! fo 
D#ty are fully a car __ in 
the Goſpel : And here eſpecially we muſt 
ſeek therh. When 1 Ty why ions wm 
Collateral Arguthen nd Foreigy 
_ ohh mri thing to v0x- 
rn _— Belief of Gofped Traths. 
jaft; rao Tm Wn fooſe 
epend upon t 0 
Thomas becauſe thow 'haft | ſoon thou 'baſt 


believed, 
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the\reft who were 
the Reſuwredlion.and Aſcintion of the Bleſſed 
ofa; yy er wry gf-anc\ God, . acc a 
ment Fo come, may receive much light 
from  n«txrel\ Reaſon : And 
labliſbes 2 revealed Fruth,- will 
| idi , that it will 
increaſe:the Yirrue and Efficacy of it... All 
the Ceariaw& vhink fix to;give heve is, thas 
we. be fure that the. Ch plain-and 
fiem; omwhich we build'the Belicf of--aid 
TD P: [y 18..Mgny 
les appca 
Reafſow..* yg eomagirn wecall our. Fercy 
ZE ena oath 
Fheories of a Worth 
pork 0 iow, For new 
er. Whas lttange fuf.wis Gaoſtich. Phi 
loſophy once #' What didiit produce but the 
CorruptionoftheChrifias Faich? And what 
can be'e from Myſtich, Earhbofic 
Philoſophy of Ditgwity.in any Age, any Man 
aay-gueſs, wirkour any- deep Penetration. 
Ner-do I doubr bux that all judicious and 
expericaced' Men, do as much deſpiſg and 
aauſeace the - Blendures and Mixtures of 
Pretonded | Philoſophy with our Faith and 
Morals , us \the World generally does che 
ſabes and nao of the —_ 
2 or 
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Poentybjtacs) Liean't ue codpagihd eq, have my 0 


Relgjon lean uponthe .o& 
tarious Notions: ID 
vations and l ments.of ail”: 1: har 


our ri ro yh [ ever; ſulpett an 
Opinion has carties.an. ink Novelty 0 
it! and doi always prefer: @ $a/gerut7 
before re fl Few {T hoſ 006 ITE 
«a 
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mah haben _—_— OE, Ad 
the Seribes, he did advance ne Dh ca hearies, 
but. bright. and dazling ,.uſefuland convir 
Qive begs Gy af. another 
iy Ilomineting Kan 2&4 
ke This Knowledge: muſt not be obſaves 
and/. confuſed y4.bur + DifitetÞ;..and  Clew 
Where the! Images of,;chings are light, 
faint-and vaniſhing; theymove Men but 
yu: weakly, and. affeQt, chem- bur very 
colgl wins ; eſpecially .in ſuch:Matters as are 
ubje&-to aur Senſes, :\\And this I per 
ſaade my ſelf is-gne. chief Res/om why theſe 
Worious and wonderful; Qbjebbr;, Gadd 
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du Fome; ' Heaven: \da 
up farts, hr 8 (o, \erte, 
dior mualy na-lively,cdiſtiaft.and 
clear Cone prion of chem z (It. theing -orher- 
Eng bac ghings.to.cieir own 
tand- 4 ſhould ex 
Gite-40; uy p9{Hegr 5: of) \tharhings 1a heir 
wh Nererenipficitely, pziable , ſhould, en, 
fodiata-9o ffs, #9: Befire,' The-Na: 
908! we: have: at! Spirman and Lruifhie 
hingh are ory -plocty; ay 1p fed. + Qur 
houghy #:pals' over. ithemyla fightly ..that 
-= p—_—_ bo gs " Wray 
. is Nats {20fT; e 
IS ey nt -. Theſeidrowly/ not 
565 of-things/,wjl.gevert fermenr.and =o 
our Paſſons.. tar. Heaven, high; 
ecopfroot,agd; combat thoſe ye havgitey 
She World, \;krom/heoce] we anay givers 
Hair. accauat, whatithe. vic is of: 2. tres 
Retirement 4 A09 - Prophetick - &1 
What vi the of,all choſe Seton 
and Tropers;, which. occur in- inſpired, Wt 
vings.; Abd, why:the beſt, of. Mea ; bays 
ever ſo auch, affected Retreats, 
Jromrhe'ngily and che RAR theW ofld. 
Sef10us, \&f on or es bows 
r, 
well ex = _ 
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dily £0..4pp/ them. For what does it 
ſignify; -how important Traths arc inhgpem: 
ſelves," if they \are not {-40-\me ?. What 
does it avail that they ere impregnated 
with Life-aod Pawer, if I fect not any ſuch 
lafluence.?..Of what uſe is he Knowledge 
of Goſpel; Promiſes to ae,, if 1 reap no 
Comfort frem them ? Or gbe Knowledge 
of. Goſpel Threats. if they. are. unable. to 
carb and refirain my Paſſions ? Agd-{0 15 it 
with other Traths ; What will it avail me 


cern.?.\Tihat þ pain 

withitanding 4 be cf down and brokew Un- 
der every awerfity f Andthus I might go 
which is nos: digeſted 1 33s 


if not a-burden;: of nor benefic ro us, * Tis 
; Splomen, 

Search: and Medication gf Truck , all we 
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ſo have it always'ready- for a*Guize and 
Guayd' for -our \Sappore 'and- Strength; and 
for our Delight and Pleaſure) We mull 
bind"it- about ou heart, as he ſpeaks, and 
He #t a4 an ornament about our week, Then, 
when we'po forth ,-it (ball lead w,-when wt 
fleer, 'it [hall keep'ns, and when we uwake, it 
ſball talk'with i *'\For the tommundment « 
# Lamp,” and the 'L aw: ii light, \and'reprodfs 
of Inſtruttion arethi way' of \life.z\ Prov. 6; 
In a word, nothifig/can'render: the moſt 
impxtant' Frouly powerful:and-operative 
in vs 5* but ſactt 4" Digeſtion of by 
ſerious -and devout Medit ation; ws-may it 
a"manner corporate ther wats us; '/ And 
ehis\ che - Scripfwye plainly teathes:, when 
ro fignify the Porce'and Virtue of the Gof+ 
pel; above thagiof the Lawy\ir7uſes theſe 
words: For ore the Re 1 mill 
make with the hin evf Iſrael af ef8hoſe days, 
ſaith the Lord ng je _—_ into thert 
minds, and wr t#vhew in their Jeuwts,' Heb: 
8. 10, intimatihþp that no Laws, 1no'Prin 
oe can ever. influerice / ug/3ill they , be 
ceply imprintedoiwiour Heartshs © 
To wad walled There are fevers kinds 
of | Knowledes df ale ſame Trurhs'sT here ig 
a Kpovteaptr which:ſerves us,vnlyaes Piſge's 
top did- Moſes: ;/'to ſhew-us Gardan;ibur nor 
to- bring. #3"into thre. Phere Ms jragain'; 
Knonleage whivh ſerves us only-as the Vas 
Oi V1 lent 
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ine didethie-ahichtdeSdiw ant4y 21088 A9-Pre- 
we yg tr vague 13s qo 
thera: is a Know/ddge', whiehihs the:de> 
kears iw.the: Handiofabe Hair bjodandogood 
Newahd, enrichen.us! firſt -:andirew 
us afterwards 66 rhig ber. I rulhs and 
ties ;bwhich improves and. po 3-prertys 1h 
tare firſt, and then puts us into poſſſigmet 
ſuch Bleſſings, as only Natare thus impro- 
ved and perfetted-i5-capable of, — And this 
Knowledge muit got: be a {light,. ſuperficial, 
and undigeſted ong ; 4: myltmnor' be. a con- 
fuſed. and obſcure, a weak-and imperfett 
one :+ Thus is wage he\ Knowieage: hv high will 
bring forth hoe .excclentitnuits, which 
we have reaſon tg expeRt from: true 1lums- 


wation. | But it mult be a ledge that 
Eon. 
Var | 

as, 

y- 


ſoeh\ as Ihave-Þefore | deſcribetdvors 
Thar His is iow v1 th; 
weighb and: mK isevidewy tg An y- 


who will give, him{@#P kwvelti&/nuiphelan 

Refleition on the preſent Stateof Chriftians- 
ty. :: For how o Power of! Dietkmeſs 
prevail, amidſt h&%Byyhv of the Gulſpel ? 
How: has the Devil ouetey We. his Throne in 
the: whit of that os _ 
beather( 


Death roger w the wo Tummy hey 
at) Prdached O:W/bddde"ds this Þ rg Mea: 
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Dng, Tho and; moſt ipgdient bad is, 
That & /z444he-whole Man; aid the whole 
Life vipbt'; Thar, in: fixes Our fections on 
their" proper arid vaturel 06JecZ,! and diretts 
all 008: Hows togheir gue x4 I do not 
man vhar the! Unler#coxify! conftantly 
and . neceſſarily jafluences and detemmines 
the WHE Epervietee tells\vs that! we.bave 
S fat Liberlys Thar burcatferions be 
400 (often; 'of 'our |Raefow 3 that 
we' #8 awpaintt the Diftices of Canſfrexce:; 
nk op ” Pleaſure ; rand 4 falſe 
onto the-rrur, 'and-1h 

Pan of ito 'a'/e 


Aatcs: our Ju Judgnar to0-4 'at 
fedgrrrand raiw oor. And the 

Aga \6f rjhiar nd becauſt>we eonkſtof 
different Xe t | Pringiptes 319 
Rl bl a Forms pot boron 
#9" 'difReeche *Worids, 4 pmapoteland* 
wrernet one. - Bday Polar rin 
tis :conaih/ that Hhomieution in the 
'has 4 mighty Thfluence vpog vi 5 For ittis 
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is he who enjoys this B/eg/b7e por 
ny AS. we prob TY; No 

ÞDiſcouele :; e Try $7 4 41 4 
, Adil e ANY MGO- 1 HOEGER nefl v 
[$$ OF. the Moteinmcat oi [domination 
Now whatever; 4dvice capizelate.to Non 
may he reduoteander two Heads: 
1 beleti: 't} WHUg | cif 1 aw 110 
i zo bat: Canietion do reader” Mag 
capable of Illumination. 11519 bits bo; 

2» What it. is that one nlp anahoed is 
and avon Met nina 26d T 
*(11 vis 312 | | $2.49 
2941 To. kenia. with tha \Quelifpations 
£quil 9180: Dlamination. One, Man is dis 

ihed.iram another .leveral ways: (By 

lus -Eflate or Fortwne ; by Nat praboridoguin 
red. Endowment £3.a0d by: Moral ht A 
ons And cach of theſe may have lows, 
ugh. « Very.c| 'diffeceax, Taflucace.upon 

man Perfection, Forth. we enquirg.aftes 
only the, E| enc6and [ntegrgyaf Berfedtion i 
then. are there. co 0r, three dMagxat Kualific er 
Have. w bich, are-all: that-15\required (10 ors 
mn $9.this.;. Rugtif we. enquire after the 


Vu: largeneſs 


 Hmikation Mibor, 


Ingencſy of its $tature, ; heimery pfirs 


in he Big of] - its] Is cha co 
bv rp ctogt 


we allow OS to/ 
tame, /t@-.; Nature, and's' 
This is' an Obſeryat ion ery mere Pure 
mado, *\ Por\though evny Man-may '\bs; e4: 
pabloof | Bevfeltion, hat 8; Haubitnal Holt 
neſ, }, it. be oo by owe fault; ; Pos, 
every Man capable of being equaly Pe ett , 
becuaſoantt] . os workdanedl Vip 

have Hue t and whith- flows mw 
different Gifts of God , which depend not 
Qn . our. ſelves... This being, premiſed in 
arder to-prevent my Wong gs. I 


Proceed my gram v.\ww.4.\ 
( MF * 


I, That Ilamination lends nor wpoa 
Flr bes 79 Zeregnh There are 1g- 
ts Knowledge w (we 
can Acver arrive at without much Weifyre; 
and [much expence': And 40 order t6:jup- 
porr the-one, and enjoy" the acher, vIt-is c6- 
quilite chat we- be Maſtcis of a good © Foy- 
ian'. Hence is that 0bſervarion' of: the 
Author of 'E , Chap. 48: 245 Thi 
wiſdom of "a © Lovened'- mio "remark 16þ2! 
portunity of More: 16d #6 1hu5 has" hae 
buſoveſs ſhalt beoonne wiſe." \And' therefote 
the followirig Verſes, 'he-excludes the: Haſ+ 
any the Stat wary, 'the Engrever:] x4 
omu 


COME Sams oe EMLSMOURESS. | 


TO AS FS a” 


- 4 OASIS 
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and bow Attained. 
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Smirh;\'the' Porter j and"all 'conſequent 
whoſe Time and Mind is taker ns 


Libourr:of their" Profeſſion; and itv-makin 


the neceſſary Proviſion for Life ; theſe , 
ſay ;/ he \exeludes-from all Pretenſions' to 
wm. How eh the get wiſdow that bold: 


eth the plowgh, and that glovieth in the goad; 
whoſe-talk is of -buttorks ? &e. Bur yhio is 
not the\Wi/Xow 'that'l am enquiring after, 
and which conftitures Ifamination. That 


- conliſts. not inthe Laws'of* our" Earrbly, 


but Heavenly Country :- Not'in Arts and 
Sciemeer which relate ro the Body, and mi- 
nifter-to a temporal Life ; but' ir thoſe Dy- 
vine Traths whidly purify the *Soul; and 
miniſter to an 'Z/##wat*0net No not in 
Notional Improvements of the Mind, but 
in Spirituet and Vital ones.  And' there- 
fore the Hwebandmwan and the 4rt5fþ, the Me- 
ehanick\ and the Tpader,, are as'capable of 
this fort-of Wiſdom", as the Man of Office, 
Money* or Quality." There needs'noWealth 
to render 0nethe Child of Light and of the 


Da. '<There "4s. the Book of Natore ; the 


Book of Revelation; both the Buoks of God, 
both writ throughout with! glorious [humi- 
wating Truchs : Theſe lie wide! open 16 eve- 
ry honeft Chriſtian. The Being and Na- 
ture of: God ; the-Mediation-of fefus, and 
a Jadgment to come; the Nature and Ne- 
ceflicy of Holineſs, are fully revealed; and 

un- 


__ _ 


em em oo T 
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Hunination What. 


- -- 


unaaſwerably prove thou 

ho an; be not bile to. diſcover ab rhe 
frgument; 109; which: chey-frand;> yer. may 
he dilgoyeraxorch.s + tis More, ig 
may Have AR ine itehs ſexſibls;\ proot 
of .cheg; hemay feelqhaBover; the Charm 
of, Holineſs, 3 vexperimient.fts Congroity: and 
Lowekneſkto the HumanSoul 3 and.ebſerve 
a-thouſand, Decmonliratigns. of \itb\ ſervices; 
blene 5 to-theddonorr of; God, and: the gaod 
of | Maxking, 1 He may baye a ful,-a icons 
vidive:ſcaſe,of the: Manifetetion-of the 
Divine Parfedions-in-ahe: great. -work. of 
our -Refemprios ; and vhecexcellent: Texr 
dency.of 1t may be ſo palpable and conſpicu- 
ous tq himy! a340-deayamg. room for Lond or 
Scruples;:\ But beſides-all this ," there (18/4 
Voice mithip, there is 4@ Divine Teacher and 
Inſtratfory which will ever. abide with; hin, 
and lead him into all-nectfſary: Truthi-:: AY 
whiety- is: iwoplied -1n choſe. words; of our 


'Lord:,Jf any man © will... do. bis well, be 
ſhall know of .4he datipine.y whether 48: (be 
.of God-g,0r whether Þ\ ſpeak of my .o{elf, 
Joho 9448796 >: | F Y» 360 


-- 24, Extreordinary Natural partey ſuch 
as  Sagavicy.16r- Acutenels: of Judgment, 
ſtrength -of -+Memory.o,; the: livelineſs of 


Imagination: are notnecefliry ro: Mumine- 


tion. - The, Goſpel, as:I-remember,, takes 
no 10tice of. theſe. +$ych is the leanty of 
Holineſs, 


od, Aod-thorgh gl yr” 


1 
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_ ares with more Juſtice to: be; imputed; 56 


jy | 
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and bow  Artwine. 193. 


Holineſs, 'that "is requires \5arher pariay. of 
Hears, "chan quickneſs\ of - Apprehenſion 4.00 
| ern us evamonred of it-G:And-the very 

thing may-.be-{aid of che Power :and 
Energy 'of "all 'Go/pe! Matives, and of; the 
Proofs and Evidences to0 of Divine Truths, 
To-convine' and affef# us, there is ao-nced 
of Sagacity-and- rarion-, but Praobity: 
and- Si#eerity..- However I'have 20, or 
fhree Reflediions to make here, which may 
not- be- uauſeful::: For:though 4rulene 
and Rerenifow, by which-I:mean quickneſs 
in di/cerning-, and firmnelsmm preſerwing 
Fruth ,; be: commonly. accounted- Vatural 
Parts, and generally (are fo z:yer I: chink; 
where' the: oxe: or” the other are. molt defes 
Give, they may be much: helprd and wot 
derfully improved. \  To:which end: Þrres 
mark, Firff, That thoſe d+fedkrof Uniers. 
eqn, ar wry which-/ame'are wont 
70 acculechemſelves of in Spinceasl things, 


| A 


wantof tancern and afetion for ſuch thingy 
than'ro- anyiwncapaciry-of Nature 7TÞis 
Plain, we cafily waderffaxnd.,, and (cenlalyice 
m#embrr.,. what we -defire and: lover, And: 
:Whereiever:we follow the lmpylle or Cons 
duQ of '/ frovg duclinations), we feldompail 
.0f exceling.. - Let us: therefore: take card, 
that -our-4Yearcs be et ws uri. Apt 
. God ; and\we. ſhall ery tka 


{ 


ments 


_— 


dl. - 
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mentand Memory will 00 moredail vs here, 
than ia thoſr.wor/dly, Interefborand Ple aſurds, 
which we are moti inteat:upenn :Serod/y, 
As towlMemany;; tit dependgyyery awch wp+ 
on; the Per/provityy: Regulate fand-Orderegf 
otir:Notions) Many campleia bf. want of 
Memory, whenithe defeb& is:incheir. Judg- 
wene:*\ And ;atbers, whilci:they: :gralp as 
ad, retain :avthivg. In drder an Fe» 
lieve [this-s» firmicy of: Memergait were an 
excellent wixy co xonfine aur [earch and Me- 
dictation r0:a:few|Qhzetts, ang:40\heve theſe 
clearly and methodica/lly handjeds: . A Cater 
ther ical. wayr of expounding;:and aflerting 
theiRud: ments af our Faith, of (done es. it 
odght to: beuis: af-greatfervice-to:; Perſons 
afo of Capicities;r burretpecially to thoſe of 
mearer1: Porithes tliey may act only be 
entiched with\ thei.Knowledge . of. the molt 
wefw! things, \and ot theygroands on. which 
our Obhgation'cither to: Lidiirf/ or Prodtice 
is botrotn'd ;-.bue -*1ſo.. maybe furniſhed 
wath-general Principles oh. Reofon, by which 
ehey- may-ſteer ctheu Jadgmentyin ab caſes 
andywich icercainuHeads.of  Faivb and Mor 
tals, towwhich-they. maybe able to reduce 
mol of whar:they: read or bear: Therddy, 
"Tis: with the Undertaading-as witty the 
Eye of :the; Body: Oe. ſecs. fatcher. af, 
and:;in.'\a>faner; Light; but: crorher : (ets 
a$wel;:with'regard ta all the'n/ts: of pork 
TSLY (.} WwiAo 
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who yet | requires that: the Obje-ſhould 
be »tarery and the Light berrer. Men: of 


flow Capacities mult not be Darizg or Pre- 


cipitate i paſſing their Seaveace, and form> 
ing their Notiovs. They. muſt examine 
wherhber the Matters «bcy. __ aftet\ be 
not | to0-remete and obforre:: Whether the 
Obje&'may be brought #carer, and placed 
in a better Light ; op whether they may 
be furniſhed with Tele/copes or Microſcopes 
fic for them. If nor, they muſt -quit the 
ſearch: of ſach Truths as improper and; ww+ 
weceſſary for them : By'which means they 
will, at leaſt, avoid beingraecerved. of per» 
plexed; 'which is no fndall adverrage:- To 
be enriched with a kind of 'Univerſa Knows 
ledge is 'a preat thing; but" 1 -doubs. £00 
eat for Man. ' Next tothisis:, to be n+ 
with a Knowledge of \necefſary and 
import ant Trachs ; and:to-be: freed fro 
Errors\ and 'Perplexity' 10: Matters.of- any 
worment © And! methinks 4t:were» no: great 
excels of Modeſty or Hannity , for: Man x9 
be coment with this. | 
3: There''is no great-nedd of aequired 
Learning in order to true Iumiiarion;\ Qur 
Saviour (did not exat of ; bis Diſciples 4 as 
a necelfary atian for his 
the Kpowledge of- Toxgar ; the: Hiftoty of 
Times ,-or | Nature; Lopich , Met iphyfcts; 
Matheneatichs, or the: fike.' © Theſe! indeed 
O 2 may 


Illumination W hat, 


may be ſerviceable to many excellent; Ends : 
They may be great accompliſhments of the 
Mind; great Ornaments and very. enga- 
ging! Entertainments of Life :' They may 
be;*finally , very excellent and neceſſary 
Ia flraments of," or Incroduttions to, ſeveral 
Proftffions or Employments. -But as to Per- 
feftion and Happineſs, to theſe they can ne- 
ver” be #diſpenſably necellary.- A man 
myy be excellently; habitually Good, with- 
out more Langwapes than-ove : He may be 
fully: perfuaded of thofe great Truths; that 
will render 'himy-Maſter- of | his. Paſſions, 
and independent -of the World ;3-that will 
render-him eaſy and uſeful in ;&4 Life, and 
glorious in'avother, though he be no Lo- 
gician nor | Metaphyſician. Yet would I 
not all chis while-be ſuppoſed to-exclude 
the uſe of true Reeſon and ſolid Fudgment. 
'Though-the-meaneſt Capacity may: attain 
ro its proper” 'Perfettion ; ritat (is,. ſuch a 
meaſure: of 'X10wledge,, as may; make the 
Man'truly: wife\and-bppy j yet'the more 
capacious any Man's Saul is, andthe more 
enlarged his Kwowledge , the more Perfett 
and' Hi py Het 5: ay 
- 4: The Quaiifcaionsprevioully neceflary 
EN are'two Or three Moral ones, 
ed in that; Infant Temper aur Saviour 
required 4+9'thoſe who would'be his Dsſet- 
ples.1i Theſe are Humility  apandaba 
| 94h 4 4 


and how :Atained 
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and a thir | 
mility, that will be #4ught: of God "muſt 
not be "Proud or Confident in himſelf. He 
muſt not over-rete his.own Parts andCa+ 
pacity ; nor lean too ſtifly to his own Undler+ 
ſtanding. He muſt firmly believe 1 dit 
Illumination 'is the Work of God; aqd-on 
Him he muſt depend. He muſt confeſs the 
weaknefi of his own Faeelties, the natural 
Poverty and Indigence of his Underſtanding ; 
and ſo-look up to God, who is the Foun- 
tain of Wiſdom ; and giveth Grace to.the 
humble, but refiſteth the proud. Secondly, 
Impartiality, Sincerity, or a c:rtain Parity 
and Innocence of Judgment , if I may be 
allowed to ſpeak ſo. - That the Us 'er> 
ſtanding \may be capable of Divine Light, 
it mult not be blur'd and ſtain'd by falſe 
Principles : It muſt not be byaſſed nor in- 
fAluenced by any corrupt Inclinstions. Someto 
prove their Impartiality or Freedom of Judg. 
meat,abandon themſelves to the ſcrupulout 
neſs of Scepticiſm,and a wanton itch of ead- 
leſs Diſputation and Contradittion. But I cag- 
not think it neceſſary to our Freedom and: 
Impartiality, 'to deny the Evidence of our 
' Senſes ; to op the Univerſal Rerſon of 
Mankind; and to ſhake off all Reverence 
for the Integrity of Man, and. the Yeracity 
of God. No, this ſavours too much, ei- 
ther of Oftentation , or of a raw and uns 
O 3 experienced 


or love of Trath. | Firſtj:his- 
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HAfeBbation of new - Theories 
| _— He _ o Alns 
| h 
- _ , 
SE 
nfelels- Modes -and Coftoms ; againſt t 

Fufts of the dices Of 
Parties: Who keeps a ſtriQt Eye upon the 
Motions © and "Tendencies of | his inferior 
& Giorl Profow 6x Peep for Cobol Row 
a $4 w or Party tor Catholich Rea 
fow ; who confiders, that there are Rews- 
tutians of In Opinions as well as 
States and Kingdoms ; and judges well of 
Times and Mex, e're he much Defe- 
rence to Authority. But The ;"This is 
not all chat is neceſſary 'to any compleat 
__ of Iilumination. Impartiality is ne+ 

y to the firſt -Dawnings of it ; but if 
we would have it increaſed and diffuſe ir 
felf-into a perfe# Day of Spiritual Wiſdom 


and Underſtanding , we muſt hunger and 


rhirft after Trath.” An epprejudices Mind 
15'neceſſary ro qualify vs for the firſt Ruds- 
wents of Trath 4 but we muſt be inflamed 
with Defire and Love of it, e're we ſhall 
enter into the*SartHuary or- Recefſes of it. 
Therefore our Sqvioer invites to him! 

one that thirfls, John 7. 37. And St. Peter 
exhorts us, \s new bory babes ta defire the fin- 
cere milk of the word, that we may grow there- 
by, 1 Epift. 2. 2. And St, Paw imputes the 
ERS | Damna- 


Es ond how Attetined. 


Dzmnarion-of rho/e that [3 periſh, to want ” 
love JIE —E Theff- 2: To. 'Tis ton 
td Objet' heres how'come we to 

thirſt after what we de not krow ? For tt 
concerns every man” to enquire what will 
become of him or ever ; and if he be al- 
ready aſſured that there'ts -avother World, 
anda glottous” Salvation tO be attained,” t 
is nataral to'thirff after the! Reſolution of 
ſch Qieftions as rheſe, 'Whar ſhall I: do to 
be ſaved ? Whit inall I do to inherit an 
Eternal [ft ? 'And" fach'is the Bravty of 
Wh minating Truth,” that every Glance of "it 
kin:tles in” our” Hearty''the Love of it 
And ſich ity bowndlef Perfeftion, thar the 
more'we tow , the more (till ſhall we de+ 
fire to know.” Having thus conſidered what 
_ iffes Mani for Numination, my next bu- 


is - enquire, 


l 2. Whit one thay qualified is tO do 
for the #Rtual' Hit ainment of it. All the 
Advice thar I'can think fir here to be' gi- 
ven, may be reduced to Four Heads : 


1. That we do nor ſuffer 'our Minds to 
be engaged in queſt of Knowledge foreign 
ro our purpoſe 

2. That'we apply our ſelves with a"very 
remler nd ſenſible Contern'to' the Stady of 
Hinwiacting 'Traths. 


0 4 3- That 
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+ 3+.T bat wg ormable $0, thoſe Mea 
faxes of Prog we have attain d. 1 
[1 4+: That we fgequently. and conſtantly 
addreſs -our ſelves to God by Prayer, far the 
Haumination of his Grate: 11 | 


4,434 That.we do. not ſuffer, @x..T bis 1s 
g natural-aod neceary. Conſequence of what 
has. been already ;ſaid concerning {{luminats: 
08... For if 1lamination conlilt in;the Knows 
ledge ,,, not .of al ſort, of \Traths.,. bur. the 
molt, zereſſary and important. ſuch as purify 
and perfect our Nature ; ſuch. as procure 
us ſacred and Sable: Pleaſurg,,, and all the 
Rewerds chat flow-from our Ayoptianto God; 
it-1s then plain, hewho would.be. PerfeZ, 
ought not to amule. and diſtra&, his Mind 


leage : That he ought to ſhun, and; not tg 
admit whatever 4s: apt to extangle, perplex, 
or defile him; | and to fix bis Thoughts, and 
confine his Meditations to the grpat Truths 
gf. the Goſpel., He:jthat knows rf1e only true 
God, :and Jeſs "Chriſt whom be hath ſent, 
knows enongh to oblige him to Virtse, and 
t9. open the way.,to-G/ary and everlaſting 
Life. He that kwggy xothing bus. Jeſus Chriſty 
gud him crucified, knows enovgh in. order to 
Prgre; Grace and} Joy,; enough $0.,promote 
Holinef and, Hepe.q, Hope that abgunds jo 
joy unſpeakable and. full of glovge-».1 E1 
| | 8. We 
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and how Attained. 


Us We my wg y Aa lelyes. with a very | 
AI 


wo r and fea Me, $o.the Study. of 

Menyaging Thus Rule mult be 
packftond, ood to $4490 three xhangs . 1, Great 

p age Cautzop 10, eEXaminng, JoQrines 
propaled ; and in boring beryoen 
Truth, anid Fullchood. 2, Great, pi gence 
and. 154d .10..acreaſe oP enlarge our, 


equent, and. ſerjous Ree 
Ke align (db T Toaks Wwe know. # 


1... There is aced of great. Caution, in 
the. Trial and- Examination of . DefFrines. 
Thus. zhe. Scrip ture ie ſelf _frequeatly. puts 
us.in.mind..o ad not Br t.reelon ; 

becauſe the Devil. Jos fows hu targs lay the 
wheat; Errors, and theſe too fatal and de- 
ftrudye ones;. are. frequently obwruded up- 
00. the) W orld Fc or for the | he of Ged ; 
and Tha 09 nay, every /mgle 4uthor 
Bs the i {s-of. Salvation on Their pecu- 
liar and ds yah 2h Opinions. Beloved, 
beliewe. nat. every. {pirit, but try: the. ſpirits 
whetber they are. of God : becauſe a u(e 
prophery, are gore Out into the wor ohy. 
441. Tis, necdlels. rg multply Toxis or 
. Words on.this occaſion. Whea the Peace 
and, Purity of. our. Mind, the Rettitude 
td v ineſs of our Lives, and. the Bleſ- * 
of Ecertuty has ſocloſe and peceſſa- 
ke a Dependence upon the Dotirines we 
imbibe, 


| Mumihation W hat , 
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imbibe, thar we hereby "either /ecore or 
forfeir then"; Who ſees nor,” unlels he' be 
ſtupid” and infatuated ,' thar (grearer 'Care 
ne elxfn wen Hyprnrnerd \bere; than in'any 
matter wharever,' becatfe*there is »o other 
of equal. moment ? Bad' Mapey , or bad 
Wares 'inftead* of good*; an ll Title* or 
Conveyance infitad of 7 firm'and clear one; 
may 7npaveri(h us | Bad *Dyags infledd'of 
good may i»f*# the” Body and 'deftrby \the 
Health : Byt what is all this to the diſmal 
Confequetices of Error and Herefy, \which 
impoveriſbes and infettr the' Mind, perverts 
the Life; aid 44mns thi May to all Errrat 
t5 ? The Example of the” Bereans (is'ne- 
ver «A And indeed\never ow;ht ro be 
on hi occafion, We muſt adinic nothing 
haftity ;, a(ſent to nothing withour examin- 
ing the Grounds on which it ſtands. "Cres 
dulity , Precipitation ; and" Canfidence,, are 
irreconcilable Enemies to” Knowlelpe and 
2. We are to ufe 'great Diligence and Tye 
duſtry, to enlarge and mira our KCyow- 
led/e. * The Treaſures 'of "Divine" Wiſdom 
are almoſt infinite ; and Tr fares wirh zhbfe 
that Stidy, them, as with a 77zveller when' 
he aſcends'a Mfg Ground':' yy new ſtep” 
almoſt” enlarpes Tis Horiſon "and prefents' 
pew Countries, xew Pleafures to his'Eye. 
'Tis our own Negligence”; if we ir w_ 
| . daily 
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daily-extend the Compe} of our Kyowicage:: 
If-our View of things grow not more'di- 
ftind and clear , «hd 'our Belief of thetn 
more firm and fteddy! - Thi is to- grow 14 
grace and in the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, 2 Pet: 7, 18. 'This s to heve the 
eye of vur underſlaniling opened, Eph. 1. 19. 
This'ts ro be filed with the knowledge of God, 
in' all" wiſdom and under fhending,. Col. 1. 9. 
This'is; finally, for'the wird of God to dwell 
in #3 richly, Col 3.16. And of what 1»- 
portance this is, is "manifeſt from whar I 
have before proved! Namely; that Iumi- 
nation confilts 'not in a credolous and 111- 
grounded, in alight and ſuperficial, or a 
confuſed and 'obſeure, 'or imperfeR& fort of 
knowledge ; but in's clear , diftin&t, firm, 
and well cftabliſhed one. And the acqui- 
ring ſuch a- ohe*demands a very diligent 
and an indefatigable Study of the Word of 
E:7fe. Fo fill the Mind with numerous, 
great, and bexutifel Idres, and: theſe clear 
#nd' diftint ; ro have them engraven in 
the: Memory in deep and laſting CharadFersy'; 
to have them lodged and diſpoſed in that 
Ordey, as to be able in an Inſtant to have 
recourſe 'to them ; to diſcern and demon- 
ſtrate plainly the Connexion and Dependence 
of one upon another, and the unqueſtion- 
able Evidence of each ; this-is a Work of 
Timg and Labowr ; the Fruit of a Ws 
an 
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 and-Adidyous, Search. after Trach-3.a0d. if 


the, Capacities and Fortunes .of all, Men 


will, not ſuffer them to come. up. to this, 


they. muſt come as near-as they can. But 
if {uch a /earch-as this be-,vor neceſſary. to 
penetrate che Deprhs:, and to diſcover. the 
Beauties of Divine Truths, or to convince 
the World and our ſelves. of the craze 
of them, ; _ yet. certainly without it we:{ſha 


never. be' able to. extraf# their Force. and 


Virtue, and. to derive Purity and Nouriſb- 
ment from them ; which-is the zext thing 


implied -in the Rule laid down. 


3- We. muſt make ;frequent and ſerious 
Reflefions 08 the Truths we do kuow. This 
again naturally follows from the Notion,of 
Illumination as it-is before; {erled. For af. it 
is not every knowledge of the beſt things, 
that ſuffices for 1//amipation ,. but a: Vital 
and opers:ive one, that's, a. well ground- 
ed, clear, diſtiaQt, and, well digeſted. one, 
it is plain, that conſtane, daily, and de- 
vout Meditation is neceſlary to 1/{nminati- 
on ; becauſe 'tis| not a tranfient -and- per; 
funQory Refletion upon-che moſt zwporr 
tant Truths ;: "tis not a fleeting, rambl 
irregular , . and deſultory.. Meditation ..of 
them, that. will poſſeſs us with och 2 
kind of . Knowledge, To imprint a Zrath 


4n lively Notions upon our Miads , to'dir 


gelt it into Nowriſbment and Strength ; and 
make 
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make-ix nix it ſelf: with all our Afections; 


and-all our A#:0nsit is neceſſary that we 


dwell upon it with - Conftancy and De- 
light. . And accordingly we find that ex- 
cellent and elevated Souls, both underthe 
Old Teflament and the New, have been dai- 
ly, nay , almoſt hourly converſant in the 
Book of -God : They. have been pafſionate- 
ly devoted to the Study of it, and delighr- 
ed more in it, than in Treaſures or F0- 
#our5; than in the moſt profitable Em- 


ployments, or engaging Diverſions of Life. 
"Tis this kind of Meditation 0n God , on 


Jeſws, the World, and our ſelves, that can 
alone acquaint us. thoroughly with each : 
"Tis this kind of Meditation 0n Death and 
Tudgment , Heaven and Hell, that can 
make us wiſe unto Sabvation. . 

The {um of all that I have ſaid on this 
Rule amounts to.this, That I/lemination 


is not to: be attained without Laboxr and_ 


Trevel. It is indeed the Gift of . God : 
But ſuch a one as he will zever beſtow 
but. upon 'thole who «4, and ſeek, and 
knock. Divine Bounty ; and Human Inds- 
ſtry do. here very well accord : The Spirit 
of God - generally jgy#s them rogerher ; 
and *tis Boldneſs and [mpiety in Mas to go 
about to divide-them, Prov. 2: 4454 6: if 
rhow ſeckeft her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for 
hey as bid treaſures; then ſbalt thou — 
7 an 
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ſtand" the fear" of the'rLord , nnd find the 
knowledge of God. For\the. Lord ginerh 
wiſdom ; out of his motth'\vometh knovhkage 
and \unierftanding. | Nor" will' #ny one 
furely think 'it much to devore his Time - 
and Labour tothe Attainment of ilianing- 
tion, ' For what is there 'thar can more 
juſtly challenge , or better deſerve both ? 
Can Pleaſure 7: There is none” but what 
flows "from #:3/dom , 'that is cither "pare, 
great, or laſting. Can Baſive/5 * What Bus» 
line(s can be of greater Importance;-chan 
what ſecures our Salvation, our Ererwity ? 
Wiſdom thew is\ the prigcipel thing. ; there- 
fore get wiſdom : and with all thy getting, gee 
underſtanding, Prov. 4.7. for without ih, 
the moſt: defirable Poſ[afiane and Pleaſures 
of Life are but Cheats and [/lvfionsy Moſs 
chiefs and. Swares. For the turmvug" away 
of " the " fimple ball 'flay "them; anal "vive 
proſperity'of fools ſhall deſtroy them Prov. 
| 8 JI. £11 2 
3. That we aQ' conformable to thoſe | 
Meaſures'of Light which we have tained. 
The more Sprriredt we: grow, \the 

we are for the 'Relidence of God's! Jpirer;| 
and-che' more capubie of lis inflaehees.” The 
more we- ſubdue all. ;xordinare AffetTions, 
the clearer does the Underflinding grow and 
the more ub/olare its At bority. The Grace 
of Ged, wtf ix be comphet: with es 1-4 
while 
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while-it, renders us more {ke God, renders 
us-Mmore deer tg; him too : And one: Favesr, 
if. it ,be..not-our. own fault, qualifies us 
far --«nother.'.. Whoever ſhall. obſerve the 
Seriptares, Will, figd that Holineſs and I& 
lamination advance . with equa! (igps , and 
grow .up by. the ſame degrees of Maturi- 
ty.z. That .as we pals on trom the- Jayfaxcy, 
$0. the Manbood of Virtue, {a.dd we from 
the firſt Rudiments of Wiſdom, to the 
Heights and. Myſteries of it. But,,on the 
other hand, . L»s# obſcures and echliples the 
Light, within. ;... Si depraves and corrupts 
our: Principles: And while we renounce 
our Virtae, we quench or chaſe: away the 
Spirit. Into 6 malicious Soul wiſadgm ſhall 
not enter ; \nor dwell im. the body. that. is ſub- 
je# anto. Sin,: For. the holy ſpirit of diſ- 
cipline will. flee deceit , and remove from 
thoughts that are without ones ; 4d 
will not abide when unright couſneſs cometh in, 


Wild. 4.4, 5 


4. We mult frequently aad conſtantly 
addreſs, our ſelves to God by Prayer, for 
the {{lamination of his Grace. There is 
wothing that weido not receive from above : 
Aad- it the molt inconfiderable things. be 
the Gift of God, from what Fountaia but 

rom. Aim, cag. we expect Illumination ? 
The . Raprures. of Poets, the Wiſdom of 
Lewpivers,. the noblelt Pieces of Phide 
| Py 
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phy, and-indeed- all Horoitk and Extraortts 

wary Performances, were! by 'the.- Pagans 

themſelves! generally artributed' to a Dis | 

vine Inſpiration. And' the 014 Teftament 

aſcribes a rranſceadent”sKilli even in res 

and Trades to the Spitic of «God. It -is-noc 

therefore ito be. wondered at, if [/lurizia; 

tion be attributed co AHum/in'the New. Wiſs 

dom -and UVnderſtending are effential 'Parts 

of-Sandtity ; \and therefore -mult. -procect 

from the ſandtifying Spirit, We-muſt theres 

fore: conſtantly -look up to God, and-des | 

pend upon Him for Illimwimnation ; we'malt 

earneſtly -Proy 1a the Words: of -St. Pail; 

That the God of our Lora Jeſws Chriſt, the 
father of glory, would give 'unto w the ſpi- 
| ris of wi and revelation; \Bph. »: 173 
3 'This Dependence upon God,'\in ExpeR&a+ 
| tion of his Bleſing 08 out", ſearch" alter 
Kyowleage ; puts the Mind-inco the beſt 
Diſpoſition and Frame to attain it : Becauſe 
it paturally frees and diſingages it from 
thoſe Paſſions, Prejudices and-Diftrations, 
which otherwiſe encangle and- diſturb it, 
and render it -uncapable- of raiſed; ſedate, 
and cohereft Thoughts, - But what' is avore 
than this, there are repeated and 'exptels 
Promiſes made it ; 10 that it can neverſail:of 
\Succets : Ark, and it ſhall be given you; ſetk 
and ye ſball find, knock, and'it 'ſball- be op 
ed 10 you. Thereaſon of which'is: 7 


— 
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then being tvil, know how to give go 

ip unto your children ; how much ood 
all your father which is in heaven give good 
things ( or -ag it-is L uk. 11. the Holy Spiris) 
to them that aik him ? Matt. 7.7, 11. If 
ahy of you lack wiſdom, let him ark of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraid- 
erh not ; andit (Þall be given him, Jam. 1. 5, 
nor do-I doubt but every good Man has 
theſe Promiſes verified to him. There are 
ſadden Suggeſtions, '#nexpeffed Manifeſta- 
tiohs , extraordizary Elevations of Mind, 
which are never to be accounted for, bur 
by a' Divine Principle. Nar does this Do- 
Qrine of Spiritual Uilumination Or Irradia- 
tio» in- the leaſt, diminifly the: Power and 
Excellence-of the Goſpel of Chrift , no 
more than - the Inflros#ion of the Goſpel 
does ſuperſede that of the Spirire, For we 
muſt not thiak+rhat the Spiris does now 
reveal any new Truth of genera! Uſe or 
Im ce ;/ lince the Caron of Scripture 
would on this ſuppoſal be bur a defeQive 
Rale of Faith and Manners. But Feſt 
. Fhe Spirit may «oft us in making a fuller 
Diſcovery of the: Senſe of Scripture. Se- 
condly, The Spirit may help us to form 
clearer and diftiniter Notions of thoſe things 
we have yet. but -a&. imperfect} and general 
Knowledge of ;\-and-to fix and imprint 
them in more /aſting, as well as more leg 
P le 
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ble CharaRters in our . Minds:- Or it may 
yer! ro our” Remembrance fach things: ay 
are odliteraeed and forgotten © Or finally! 
it may produce in us a more: carneſt # 
eddy Application to the - Fruth.: of 
God. Thirllly, I ſee'nd:reafon why the 
Spirit may nor vouchſaſe us 
Tmpulſes, Divetions and Iutimations upon 
extr diwavy Ocrafjons, and ſvdden Emers 
gencies ; where Holy Writ affords us 0 
Eiobr, and Fivmian Prudence is at a Lofs, 
Nor does/any” thing thee I attribute to the 
Sper it undue ceraQt or " _—_— 
the -Of the Serip* 
we ow then I conceive is what thee % 
rit does in the Work of: Maminction. 
Nd 6s be ers ers, I donbt 
/th1: to be derer or ought oar 
Tzhorance Of this to be objefted again (tric 
T#ith of Divine Illemination. We arc fuve 
we underſtand and rememndbey,, and cxercrfe 
x" Freedow” or Liberty of Will, im our 
Choices, R eſ6luvions, and A @ions: Bur the 
Manner how we do this, is: 4n Enquiry 
that does hitherto, for ought I can fer, 
wholly ſurpaſs and tranſtend our Phj- 
Wiophy 


F will here- cloſe this ' Chapter with a 
Pyager of" Fulbentias , Lib. 1. cap. 4. Af- 
ter he bas n'the beginning 'of zhe Chep- 


fer 


=  __ _ —=—_ _ — 


aid bob rained, 


tr diſclaiined: all Pyetency+ to he Tartld 

up Himſelf 'a Maſter ERS 
| his Brerhrew, he "but into the; 
4 vout and Words, _—-*I 
© ceaſe 'to Pray, that but true Mater + 

© Dottor Chiift 7 rſs ; _ by | the Or«- 
&rles ras 1,” of . Jonas o 


© ow of * my Bret 


Sen Art tn Of Toyni- di 
elte by the ſecret a A tot 
* Qtion of Divine Inſpivativr which with 
© out the Elements ve Letters, or the ſoon 
"of Speech', Tih»th * 'with fo mtic 
*the faverer, as the filler and [ofter Voice ; 
* would vourhſafe to'Fearh thc tholt thirtss, 
* which I may ſo propoſe, and /o aſſert, 
*that in all my Expoſitions an "Aﬀerti. 
* ons, I may, be ever found. conformable, 
*and obedient, and firm to” that Troth, 
* which can neither Deceive, nor be De- 
© ceived. For it is Truth it (elf that en- 
© lightens , confirms, and aids me, that I 
6 _ hay always obe and affect ro the Truth. 
© By Tearh 1} defire to" be infortned 
© thoſe many wore chings which © am 
© jor ant Of, from whons Þ have _ | 


"few I know. of tt 


* preventing and 
«raed iow hizover 
7 —_ to br Intereſt of 1" , 2 hows 
4 *and Happineſs ; to an 
C dhe in theſe Tr wh TR I how ; 
to 


A a a. + it. a. ah _4. at. ow DSS. dt atiredtineentdtt. attrr $$ at 3A 


--Of Chriſtian Liberty-in General. 


*to, be reformed .and' retified/ ini thoſe 
hf , 1a-which; as.is common'ta Man, 
«x am miſtcken ; to be confirmed. and-cfta- 
Di in: thoſe Truths 'wherein'T waver ; 
d.to be delivered from. thoſe Opinions 

rg crroncencor barrfol... 1 beg, laſtly, 
{that- Trath.may-.1ever find; both /in. my 
*Þ1 .and Speeches , all that ſound 
Sad; ov rine I-have' recei- 
{AE from #3 Gift.; and that #* would 
mw cauſe-me.to utter: thoſe::things, 


elf '1n th 
RE i con o ff 


wn, 4 the wext;... 
is KS 3: Bk P. IL 
pp Rp .o Liber ty. 
Afr. Maminities, which i is.the 
Perfettion of .the Under , fol- 


lows. Liberty, which is the Pe# iow of 
PTC. \{4n-Treating-of w I. ſhall 

ve a0 account of Liberty in General : 
Ow doo, of che-ſeveral > x 
ib;5-85-it regards Wed Unſreitfneſs 
Hama Injumitier, and Original Correprion. 


$i k: Wha Likepy's There have been 


ſeveral 


Inn 
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ſeveral''M;fakes about”this* Matte? ny 
theſe have' be Fo abſurd or extra 
TY defi or ſenſual; that? they 
not, 'f , \@'Terious Sorting 


ever riv/acce ary 1 in a word'6r ewoorres - 


move this'R«bbiſh and Lambet ouc4 "my 
way, 'that-1 m CA bet hn org 
Trath" 'miore-ealily and regu 

then” have placed Chriſtian "Ee#19- 
liverance'from the Moſavek Tye." Bur this 
is to make our Liberty confit+in Freedom 
from-a- Toke to which we' were wever thY- 
je&; and'tomake our Glorious Redd 
from the Tyranny of Siwandthe Miſes 
attendsit, dwindle into/an/Imin 
external Rites and Obſervances.'- 'TH tvs; 
the Moſaick Inſticutiony as far/as it eonfift- 
edin ourwayd Obſervanceswnd Typicd! Rites, 
is now diffolved ; the''M, \deing'eome, 
who was the: Subſtance" ithoſe Shidoiy } 
andthe of Holineſs being unfolded 


and diſplayed, without arty /al -uporher 
Aw 


Face. But what is this to'Ex flical 
#hority ?-'Or to'thoſe Eee: ie Toft 
ons, whichare no Part'of the 'Moſaick Yoke 
From the'\Abrogation ig pe ome 
of Riraul and ne ery one may infer, 
Firſt, That Chriſticnity \mult be a Rations! 
Worſhip, a Mor! Spiritwdl Service." And 
therefore, Secondly, That Human Inſtitutions, 


when they enjoyn any _ as a — 


w_d 
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any, Part, of. Reigngs _—_ God 


Te 
elk 


mach is plain, and 
{ky have, rleble fo 
ate ran "i089. more 10 by _ lerable [ot 


ang 
N — Tam o 


pres 


008, char Be 

A '\- damage my ej 

apd Lexa 510 the P«- 
\ which is from: ubove. 


| A 
REES 
ies, and. know: - not; what 


or Ima Ae xeviving is jen and 
{f da. Not. ad 
.& Precegce of Chriffian 


but,which is more ingenuoug.and 
Gandalgus of the wo, in open Deſi 
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and confefied  Oppoſirion - to Chriſtianity. 
Phiey- tell -11s 5-thar we impoſe: upon the 
World folfr 120d fanteftith Notions of 
Virtas and-£iberty + F hat Religion does 
exfleve Man; \not fet him free; awing the 
Mind'by groundleſs and ſuperitious Prin- 
ciples, 'and reftraining and infringing our 
2ruc and natural Liberty :- Which if we 
will- believetbew, confilts io giving Vatave 
its full ſwing 3: letting looſs the Reins to 
mo Lufti, andthe wildeſt 

| Imaginstions. But 
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Love” of 'Godl! and Virtwe ,"or the + Love 
of: the World 'and Body, | be he more like 
to qualify-2and di obey the'Di- 
Qates of ſober folic eta But the 
Truth is, here is no'neediof Arguments: 
The Lives and" Fortunes 'of- arieis 0d and 
Deiffs prockim aloud what 'a on 
kind' of Libervy: they ate like "to the 
World wirh; L Pet .2. 19:*Whilf\ chey pro- 
'miſe liberty, they themſelves are the ſervants 
of corruption.'* And this Corraption draws 


'on their *Rui#. Therdiſhonourable — 


miſerable Courſes), ' in which theſe 

Wretches are plunged, and in which yes 
nerally, they periſh before-/their time, 'are 
ſuch an opeit Comradition to Reaſon, that 
no man doubts but that they. have-abandon- 
ed i75 ConduQ; thatrhey havegiveo'them- 
ſelves up to that of Luft and Humor ;vand 
that they earneſtly endeavour.'ro' forcetior 
betray their R into a Compliance t0 
Screen themſelves from ' the) reproach 'and 
diſturbance of their own Mwils;and-from 


the ſhame-and'contemptiof: rhe-Wortd. -I 


have dwelt long enough on #his Argument. 
*Tis'»ow time to'pals- ox,! ang a; what 
C -briftian Liberty really '. | 

*"This'is in'a manner veidets from. wha 


hay uf Mes muſt mm 10 


my 
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to Reaſon: And {0 Chriſtian Liberty will be. 
nothing elſs] but Subjei71vn, to: Reaſon en» 
lighten'd by Reve/at50n. Fwo thingy therefore 
ate Eſſential to'true Liberty 5: \A; clear and. 
unbyaiſed+ Jodgment ; anda Power and 
Capacity of Atting/conformable'20 it. This 
is z'very bore, but ful. Account of Liberry. 
Darkneſs and Impotence conflitute our: $la- 
very <: _— 'and Strength our; Freedoms. 
Man. is 04-4 when! his Reas/os is 'nor 
awed byvile Fexrs, orivbribedicby/ viler 
Hopes : When. it'is-not tumultoul]y tranſs 
ported'-and hurried  away-: by ' Lif#s- and 
Paſſhons ; nor. ___ andideluded by. the 
a5gp appearagces of Sophifticarted Good 5; 
ic deliberates- impertially,. and _ 
mands «fea. And: becauſe. the 
Obpacle of this (Liberty is Sin; av 
tural-and contratted Corraptigh ate.the Fer- 
ters in''which we are boyuad:;. becauſe the 
law in thebody wars ag tin#' the law-in «the 
mind, obſcuring! the Light, andicafcebling 
the furboraty "Reaſon-;>hence it is, .thar 
Chrittian Liberty is as. truly as. 
by ef by. a Dominion = the' Body, 
bdaiogourcorrupt Afections, and 
ob Deliverance from. Sin. Sin." This: Notion 


dhes 'which che" Arete 1Ves-UusS,. Rom. 1 
CE EE EIRTE - 


potemes 


— 


Of Chriſtian Liberty-in General. 


* <4 CL com adngs 


: Of Chriſtian Liberty in General, 219 


©]|]}OQQOUUS 
—_ 


- ver. A 


with his Deſcrip- 


| ng to 4he- differ- 

eat \Progre/s of ia Yice and; Sirioe- 
hus, ig ſome Meg, not their. Hil only, 
eallaved.. They 


Remove 


king a9 Remonſi 


220 


0f: Chriſtian Liberty in General. 


nor denouncing any Thvviats, 'This 'is the 


la# Degree of $65 08: Such are Taid 
in Scripture to be dead'in treſpeſſes "and fin? 
o_ there are, in whom t of Luft = 
ppetite prevails indeed, but oy without 
rents They Retfon 3 and, 
kl 9 is the natural "Reſulr of - A -have 
fine Deſires' and wiſhes of -Righteouf; 
But through the Prevalency of wy 
are unable to at and live conformuble 
their "Rexſon. Their Underftindin, "x 
indeed Ls2br, but not Yurhority : le 
ro: the Law-of wy, -but-it has «Pao, 
no Force"to' make it'be obeyed? It-produ. 
ces indeed ſome good epi Pepe. 
ſes, and'Efforts ; but-they prove-mreat and 
incfſetFual ones, and wwable to grapple with 
the ftronger Poſiowraiſed by the Body.” And 
as Boxdage, ſo Liberty is 'of different De- 
grees,- and different Sryeugrh. For: 
Liberryrnay be able-to , where there 
is much 'Oppoſition from t * ,> yer "tis 
pay thut Liberty is moſt- abſolute and. 
compleat, where the Oppoſition is /ca#, where 
the- Boay is'reduced 'toan'intire' 
and: neſ« , and''the (Spirit 
with an” uncontroul'd and 'un oe 
thority. "And this" latter "is that elle 
which Twould have 'my pt rs Thy 
1-know”-very -well *cis\common- 
Ul þ range. by ſome, char thre is v6 och 
are ? . 
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State: But 1-think this Dod7rine, .if ic be 
throughly conſidered, has neither Scriprove, 
Regan, nor' Experience to ſupport it. For 
as t© thoſe Plares,. Roms. 7. and Gal. 5, ur- 
gedin favour of an almoſt inceſſant, (trong, 
and itoo frequently prevalent /»fting of rhe 
fleſh\\ag «init the ſpirit, 'it has: been oftea 
anſwered, and praved too, that they. are 
fo far from belonging to the- Perfe#, that 
they | belong not to-the Regenerate. Bur 
onthe contrary, thoſe Texts that. repreſent 
the Toke _ briſt eaſy, and his burden light ; 
which aftirm the Commandments of Chriſt 
wot to be grievous to ſuch as are made per- 
fe#..iw love ; do all' bear witneſs: to that 
Liberty - which I contend for. - Nor does 
Resſon favour my Opinion leſs. than Scrip- 
ture, For if the Perfef# man be a New 
Creature," if lie be 5rans formed into a New 
Natore 5 if his Body be dead to fin, and his 
ſpirit love to righteouſneſs ; in one word, 


if the world be as much crucified to him, as 


he to it ; T cannot ſee why it ſhould nor 
be eaſy for him to at nov Ae to his Na» 
ture ;\ why he ſhould not with Pleaſure 
and Readineſs follow that Spirit, and obey 
thoſe A4feFions , which reign and rule in 
bim;. \Nor can I ſee why a Habit of Righte- 


ouſneſs ſhould not have the ſame Properties 


with. other Hebits;" that is, be attended 
With eaſe and plesfare in its Operations and 
MINES Actions. 
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AStions. -*Tis ttue,' I tan eaſily. ſte: why 
the Habits of Rigbreouſpeff are arquited wit 
more roy drm rn. thoſe of 'any other 
kind : Bur, ' ſay; I-cannor fee} when they 
are acquired, why they- ſhould not! be' as 
natural and delighrfa to us Ne writs 
Laftly, how degenerate{oever Ages puff 
ho or vhs are I dare os {o/ far 
diftruſt: the Goodneſs of | my Caufe;: or the 
Virtue of Mazkind, as not to refer my ſelf 
willingly, 1n: this: Point to the: Deciſion 
of - Experieme. Tam very welk afluted, 
that fp Devotion ind Cha» 
rity, Integrity, are to a'great 
many ſo dear and delightful, Go cemtel, 
ſo caſy, that it is hard-to determine; 'whe- 
ther they are more ftro moved by a 
ſenſe of Duty, or the Inſtigations of Love 
and Inclination ; and that they cannot do a 
baſe thing without the utmoſt Morrificetion 
and Violence to their Netwre. Nov is all 
this to be wondred at,-if- we again refle& 
on what I jult now: intimated. ; that the 
Perfett Man is a new creature, transformed 
daily from glory to glory: That he'is mo« 
ved by- new Afettions, raifed and” fortified 
by »ew Principles: That he is animated 
by a Divize Energy ;'and ſees all rhings'by 
a truer and brighter Light ; chrough' which 
the things of God appear lovely and'beaurd- 
fai, the things of the World deformed 'and 
worthleſs ; 


— 
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worthleſs 7 4; as:to bim who views them 
ad = wet _— we r; 
appear e 5 thoſe 
Man, "coarſe, and bungling, and 

Opi _ then, which afſerts the 00-4 
birty fr" the 'Perfet# Man , is bcicotly 
proved here, 'and in Chapter the firſt. And 
if I rhought it were zos , I could caſily 
reinforce it. with) frei Recrares, For the 
glorious CharaFers that..are given us in 
deriptare, of the Liberty of the Children of 
God, and the bleſſed Fr9:e of it; Peace and 
Joy in the Holy Ghofſ, would eaſily fur- 


. niſh me with invincible 4r2amenty: Nor 


would the contrery Opinion ever have been 

ebie00 hae: hone tha Field (0 long as it 

has done, had it not been favoured by a 

weak and decayed Piety ; by the Fondzeſſes 

of Men for themſehves, in pight of their 

oy and Prailties ; and by many miftchen 
8xts. 

Bur that this Matter may , 4s poſlible, 
- freed from «ll Objeddions. 1. I here ds- 
wiſh berween Inordinate _ Bas 
yg” By Inordinate Afﬀetions , 
meat the Tendeacies of the Soul ED 


—_ which is Unlevfut: By Natural, its 


Propenlion to the —_ with which it is M- 

veſted ; the Deſi its Health and Eaſe, 
and. the Convenicnters and Neceſſaries of 
a for this end. Now when Religion 
enz2yns 
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enjoyns to' the former Appe- 
links tary = ogg of the Perfe# Man 
has »o Releffaniy-in it : Bur when iten+ 
joyns things. as ſometimes occaſionally it 
does; which. thwart and croſs'the latter ; 
here the Obedience even of \Chriſt himſelf 


could not" be: exempt from gent for 
our Natural Appetites, inthis of them, 
will zever be pur off till our Bodtes be. .. I 
thiok this'is ſo's/car , it:needs not be illu- 
ſtrated by Inſtances : Or elſe *rwere eaſy to 
ſhew, that though good men- have pra» 
Qiſed Temperance , Chaſtity, Charity, and 
other Virtues" of this kind with eſe and . 
pleaſure too; yet has Nature ſbr#nk and 
ftartled at Perſecutiosn and Martyrdom : 
[Though even/here too the Courage and Re- 
ſolution of ſome hath appear'd-to be much 
above what Human Natare ever ſfeem'd c4- 
pable of, / 2..:1'do not in the leaſt ſuppole 
that Natare is fo changed, but that the In» 
clinations to ſinful Pleaſure,' or Profit, or 
any other forbidden Obje&, will ſoon re- 
vive again, even in the Perfe# Man, un- 
leſs he keep.a watch and guard upon him- 
ſelf, and''paſs-the rime of ' his ſojourning 
here in fear. "Not to be ſubje&t to diſor- 
derly Deſires , not to be liable to irregular 
Motions, \is the - Privilege of 'Soul/s when 
ftript of -a Mortal Body, or cloath'd with 
an /mmortal one, Till then, the _— 
100 
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ion of 'FReſÞ and - Blood" will ever render 
the poor Sog/ obnoxious tocernal and worldly 
Appetites.? And the #4arural A $ of 
the Body" dv' fo eaſily paſs thole Bounds 
thar divide then from Jaſkloots, that the 
on ot [ety can never be ſecure, but whet 
the Mind is raken" up in Conremplarion, 
Devotion, God Works, ot- inthe 
Proſerarion of forms juff and honeſt Df; 
or” arnuſed' 


k | "of Rigkrenufnrſs; or at leaft- 
wiſe, *tis\ {tmocently ' bufſed 'arid diverted 
from tholt Obje?s," to which ir has too too 
iniperuvits.'a Tendemy. 1 bave now, 1 
c<hink, -ſbfficiently fared the Norton of true 
DM; *ad"'I hope fufficicacly goarded 
|. Ahd have.nothmg'to do bur to proceed 
& the” Fraty of (it 5 wWhitch will ferve For 
> many Matives 'or Indacements to its Ar- 
tainmient. 
Lt 3 1 
"2. 2% Of the Freirs of Liberty. 
Theſs” may be” retacet under four 


"1: Su being a great Evi! , Deliverance 
from it is great Fappineſs. 
2. A ſecond Fruit of this Liberty is Good 
Porks. | 
3. It gtves ns a near Relation to) God. 
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Goſpel, that perfe 
and for ee yr it a Proada Tomb : 
zs appears from thoſe _ o 'our Lord | 
to Sr, Paul, Ads 26. 17,'18., Unto whom 
now [ ſend thee, to open their eyes, and to | 
turn them from: darkneſs to oh , and from 
the power of Satan Fa? ; that they 
may receive forgiveneſs die ) and _inber}- 
tance among them which are d by faith 
that is in me. 1 will here in i 67 theſe 
Bleſſed Efe#s of Chriftian 7 Fon ; not 
only becauſe the Deſign of the Chapter de- 
mands it , but alſo to prevent the being 
obliged to any tedious Reperition of them 
hereafter , under. every diſtin Branch of 
Chriſtian Liberty. 


$. 1. $i» is a great Evil ; and there- 
fore- Deliverance from the Dominion of it 
is 
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is #'gret*Good, © T's make this' evident, 
wo © refle& alirrle 6n the: Virore 
| and + 


| + of." Sim," five! enquire "treo 
the Natwre of Sin, 'we. ſhalt find chat it'i$ 
founded"in the 'Subverflon ef=the Dignity, 
and Jefaring the Beauty VF Tims Nature? 
And that ic aff in the Darkrrſi of our 
Underftandings the Depravity'of our Aﬀes- 
tions, ' #2d'the Ferbleneſs and Impotence 
of the® Wk | SO "a 
rainty*and Force of » Divine Truths the 
Lovelineſs-igf: Vireue ;©the | unſpeakkbte 
Pleaſure which now” flow#"from-the great 
and precious/ Promiſes of the Goſpel ;*am. 
the incomparably- grearet\which” willPbne 
day flow from ©the Accompliſhment''#rd 
Fruitio 6f/ them, His: s / whith 
if-fixt ani>bent' on /Y/ir2vr,» Had been” Ty 
centives / as! they were deſigned by 'God} 
to\»oble and worthy Attions:, being bia/f'd 
and perverted; do now hutry himwan ts 
lewd and" wicked-ones. - And" by*rbeſe the 
Meind;if atany time itchanceto/be awakened 
and render'd ſenſible of its Happineſs and 
Duty, is ouer-pawer'd and oppreſs d. If this 
were not''the'true Srate of 'a" Sinner;; "if 
the frenprb of Sim did norithus conſiſt in 
the Diſorder and: Impotence of all the: Fa- 
exties\ of the Sovl, whence 'is ir that the 
Sinner aCts as he does ? | Is it not evident 
Q 2 that 
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« of -Bondage, whereiarbe gant. thet 
edt that they. daiwot '3n.utpthe twid 
that they wowd: ua. do, that iinpreſent with 

them't 'Tis:pinio then: that Sam is:2 Difeafe 
in pur Natapt 2. Fbat/it. ag only; cotwr 
giiſbrs the Grace. of the. -60H oblifer 
rates he Imgge of God tiempt onthe-Soul 
ſes I-know not-whac Venom: add. Iwfibion 
thorougltic, /thabmakes. is eagerly purſue its 
on ys" i” Dis ® Di{coſe that pradudes 
more 
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more Mvler able PIPE) the $04), then 
any Tb hateder' eah ih, ole Bop, Phe Pre- 
: GO of” any hoxieus' Hotrar( can 
breed nu(Pulr,, 10 Diane, 64a}: eb 
.that'of-4 Prodeniinans Pufitss : Ng Scars 
-or Rains which" the woiltyDſes/# keives 
bohind it, afe half {d- drſormwen 4nd lonss- 
fort axvhuſeref re : Nay, that kh Chant, 
which Dearh- ut (elf produces , whetr, * 
"converts: # boanrifed Body into Duſt anti 
\Rotrenneſs ," is not half fo contempribiri or 
hatefal that of Si# ; when it transf-rak 
May irrro'n' Braff or Devil. If we do tet 
=_ ſufficienely camprehond' rhe Natwee of 
by VIeWihg' it as if txiltsfa our 4/evids 
pr os Ar 'wemay Conteraplate ir (cf out 
Aion And bee, 'tis B elzahd —4 
, 'Raſlrack and/ Madacts Tc ncogaamcd, 
ewens worm and Gowar "= ris 
»that' is neem artd baſe': And all 
#/by the moſt* dcenrſod» In 


O 


this —_ 


g#4/it#de- that Human Natore js--capable 


of.” - Thoſe and-4he like onithe 
Nature" $144 ann (e-bur remjer ix 
G__ nood18 La 7; SING 

-. Srevitdlyy wh lekw-acy ya one-on 
tho Efforts of "ivy they banner tail of 'vews | 
drering- 40 frighWful. "wht ' drebdfut' 10 ne.) 
may be efpecia iedduvedhs 
Arte; 4; (Td all inflve k4s-0 pom 
nevo: Q.3 our 
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-3» \Febs. As.to whe Firſt of 
-anly<-lay, that: we;ſuffer. very; 
-but what are owing to our Own Sins + That 
it- is. very- rarely any Co/amity befals us, 
bur we. \mayipmt our Finger:oa the Foun- 
44in;z the: Sing; 1. mean ; from.wheace the 
Maichief Bows, Whence come wars bod fight- 
41g4-4mony ſt you, aith St. James, \come they 
mot frame your lufts, which war in. your menr 
hers f.- This: is. every-1ot as; applicable: to 
Private.as Publitch/Contentions { And where 
ewvy; -trife,; and contention #55. n0:evil work, 
29:4i/after will/bs abſent; 1. might 
£449:ahrough allthe-di erent kinds of | Evids 
that: infelt hos Foe or embroil the For» 
tant 3-thit blaſt our: Hopes z or. Rain our 
Defres : Atd, cally: ſhew. , rhat\ghey._ all 
generally ſpridgg from | our.; tees, * Nay, 
wat is work yereb. could ſhews.gbat-Sin 
converts Our. gabg:rbings ifte.evel, and our 
nur ag 1009; ments ©: That it ren- 
ders: the flightef Nils intaler able 3, rurns 
Scratches into Wopnds , and. Words into 
Gangreens, But this 15 to gopiowe a ſubs» 
jet ; and would inſeali> = reader. me V/o- 
inminons , Whed would be roo a 
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though "Men often $;z with Hopes of Im- 
punity, Yet it" is hard toimagine, even on 
this foppoſil, that they ſhould ff» withour 
ſoffering the'Reproaches of their own Minas ; 
which' furely muſt be very «#e:/yto ther : 
To be perpetually wexr ar ones own Folly ; 
to commit thoſe things which we inward- 
ly condemn, and be in continual Pain leſt 
they ſhould come to Light 5 tor be always 
Hiſpleaſed ar ones ſelf, and afraid, not on- 
ly of the 'Reflettions of others, bur our 
own : This is, methinks, a great Evil, 'did 
no ' other attend our © fn, But, Thirdh, 
Fear is almoſt inſeparably 'joined with 
Guilt : For Guilt does not only damp the 
Chearfulneſs ,- and enfeeble the Vigour of 
the Mird ; it does not-only deſtroy that 
Confidence Man would otherwiſe naturally 
have in God, and render him Cowardly and 
Puſillanimows ; but it terrifies his Soul with 
Melancholy Apprehenſions, and makes him 
live continually in fear of Death and Pu- 
niſbment. And thus the Stripture repre» 


ſents the fate of a ſinner : The wicked flee 


when none purſue : but the righteous are 
bold a5 «lion, Prov. 28. 1, If owr heart 
condemn ws, God is greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all things, 1 John 5; 2. There 
is mo peace to the wicked, ſaith the Lord, 
Ia. 48. 22. To deliver them ,* who through 
fear of death, were all their life time fub- 

Q4 je 
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# t & Heb: 2.1.5. The finners in 
Yom os afraid, fearfulne Was ri PET 
Hypocrices; who. gang 


the devouri fre? whe who. a py ye 
with everleſting burnzugs ? nog 33» wa Nor 
let any one wonder, that, nat anding 
the outward Gatety of the. the S 
thus deſcribes the ivward Condition 
Soul. As; long as. Men -cetain the ow 
of _ a God:,. it _ is impoſſible they. ſhould 
wholly free themlclves fromthe Fear of 
him. They may indeed. forges bim in the 
Fits of Luſt or Paſſion: But in: their Inter- 
milſions his Terrors will return upon them 
with more Valence. Again. 5; As long as 
Mea retgin the. commoa - Principles . of 
Truh and. Tuſtixe ;.it they acknowledge 
but the, Obl n of that «aiver/al' Loews 
T.bow (bait do 0. others, \as thas wouldeſt they 
ſhould do unto thee, tis impoſiiblethey ſhould 
refiec# on {90s fins without, Regret and wa- 
eaſacſs ; for there is,n0 ſip bur has, more 
or. leſs, Rep napcy 10 it to: Truth, Juſtice, 
and G i. Finally, 4s long as men are 
perſuaded. that there. is ſuch a. Faculty as 
Conſcience, that Gy has preſcribed thern a 
Law, gnd.thas they are «rcounteble toHims ; 
the #atural Conſcience cannot chuſe but by 
Fits, and upon\Ocrafians, - Kourge and torr. 
ture, lance and gaſh them... 40d 'tis a bard 
matter to veer out theſe Nations.: They y'4 
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fo natural and obviews; the Proofs of them 
are ſo clear ; their Reputation and. Authe- 
rity inthe World-is ſo-well efSablifhed 5 and 
the Providence of God: fo frequently incul- 
cates them. Men- may cafily wear-out all 
{cale of the Beawty, and of their Obligath 
09 to the Heights and Perfect ions of . Vir- 
tue : Bug they cannot fo ealily do-'this 4m 
reference to /irtac in general ;. becauſe 't6 
zemper'd-and accommodated to Humen Ne 
ture and Society; and neceilar y' £0! the tos 
lerable we/kberag. of the World. Men may 
ſoon, I confeſs, extinguith their Chriſtie» 
wity, but not Humanity > And white this 
remains , Sia will leave a Stein and Guilt 
behind it ; and Gwils will be awended - by 
uwueaſinefs and Fear. The very. Pagans, 
who: had advanced {o. fer in Wickednels, 
as to be given up $0 all. difhoroureble. Pal- 
fions., apd to commit. ell epclcanwr(s with 
greedineſs, bad not yet fo wortified and fu- 
tified their Caonſciences, but" that. «gave 
much Drifturbence, Rom. 1 ter; 32. 'cis 
faid of them, that they knew thbe judomens 
of God, that they which committaik [nah thing 5 
were worthy of "death. And Ron. 2:15, 
Their «anſciences ate ſaid to arouſe —_ 
din thew. And 'tis of very ticked Men, 
that the Author to the. Rielwews' afhims, 
that through fear of xeath hry were all their 
life-time {objeth 16 bandage; P3008 © ay 
ut 
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7 But are there not, will ſome ſay, many 
-Ingennous and Brave Spirits, who have 
diſperſed theſe vain Spefires,” and burſt thoſe 
ſuperſtitious ” Ferrers, by which you la- 
bour to ſcare and exſlave the World ? I do 
not doubt, indeed, but that: there are 700 
mayy who have vigorouſly endeavour'd 
to caſhier all Principles of Natural and 
Revealed Religion, and utterly to extin- 
guiſh-all Conſcience of Good and Evil. But 
this is ſuch. an Arrempr, inwhich , I con- 
feſs, I could never have believed, that the 
moſt darivg ſinzer could have proved ſuc- 
ceſsful, had'not the Seriptures told methar 
there are ſome, who are peſt feeling , Eph. 
4: 19. of # ſear'd Conſcience, 2 Tim. 4. 2. 
who are not aſhamed when they have commit- 
red iniquity , neither can they bluſh, Jer. 6. 
15. who:eall good evil, and evil good; that 
put darkneſs for light, and light for dark- 
neſs ; that \pur "bitter for ſweet, and ſweet 
for bitter, Iſa; 5.-20, Such' Sinners there 
are then :* But what does this amount to ? 
What can their Senſe or Example weigh ? 
I' am ſore theſe-poor Wretches are as far 
diſtant from any trac Happineſs, as from 
Senſe ; andideſerve our Pity, not Imitati- 
en. As'will cafily appear from: theſe - fol- 
lowing Confiderat ions. ' © | 

1. 'Tis-rrue ; Conſcience depends upon 
Opinion : But what-if this- Opeion depend 
upon 
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upþon;Senſe and 7r#th ? What. if it be buile 
upon:.the Demonſtration of the Spirit: and of 
Power ? In what a deplorable Condition are 
theſe. Men of Wit? The Fear of an angry 
God, « Fudgment tocome, and an Hell, is no 
common or ordinary :Fear. ' Tis not the Fear 
of a ſcratch or mound in the Boay ; of a 
baffle rin the Purſuit of ' Preferment ; or a 
Diſappointment in; that of Pleaſore.; 'tis 
not the s or the forfeiture of Eftate, in 
part,..or:-whole : "Tis not a B.ot upon our 
Repatation ; 'tis.not-the Death of;a Child, 
a Brother ; or. what is more, it be be 
ſuch; a- Friend : 'Tis not any thing of his 
kiad-that is the Obje& of this Fear: ; but Mi- 
ſery pure and unallay'd-; complicated , ac- 
cumulated Miſery : Miſery unalterable, in- 
curable, and- laſting/ as long as Eternity. 
Methinks before one :{bould wenture on a 
Sin, which-is threatned with ſuch a ffateas 
this 3 and much- more, before.one ſhould 
reſolve to continue 10 it; it were reaſonable 
to:be. very ſore, that the Notion of -a Hell 
were: falſe, and: the 'DoQtrine , of Eter« 
halt Punſbment a meer Bugbear. Nay , [ 
3 in a:matter of this lmporfance, L 


thidk-one ſhould-ſearce trult .ro-a Demon- 
fir ton; unleſs it. lad palled the 7eſt of the 
moſt: folid and: Imp artial part of Mankind, 
and:{tond theiShock and T rial of many Ages. 
But, [alas, after "the urmoſt Efforts of Wis 
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Arguments have yet been Rarted againt's 
Fudgwent '#» come , that have been able: to 
work vu #ny who were truly ſerionsvin 
the Point? And if «Ju * Io\. combs, 
why . not-an Hil ?' Revelation" is" plain; 
and ' Reaſon can find - no Inconfiſtency in 


the ine, Homan Laws puniſh le 
Offence ſometimes with Dearth or Ca 
ment ; "with loſs of Eftate — s, 
and divers other ways, extend the Puaiſh- 
ment of ' the Criminal to.-his Pofferity: : 


"That is,- make it ' as Eperaal as they van. 
And ſhall "it be thought #»jof 10 God to 
puniſh the repeated Provocations of 'an imv+ 
ptnitent Life ; the "Neght# of that: great 
Salvation wrought by the'Blood, and | 

ed by the Mouth of his dearly* Beloved Sow ; 
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Fowenr hereafter, And what canbe the Caſe 
of vere —_ who: is baniſhed 
by ever to thoſe di{rwal Regions, 
aro Ray, no ce of Dinigs Ca 
xc{s can-ever reach f Where ſhall thoſe x#- 
hoppy Creatares dwell, which fhall be cha- 
ſad by the Prg/ence and Glory of God out of 
the ar Heavens afd the new: Earth,: ( of 
which rather cari aever a & either } 
but : in that outward s, Which is part» 
ed fromthe World of the Bleſſed by an a> 
peſſoble Golph ? | Ah then! w this be /o; 
\ do wretched Men gain by growing n+ 
podert in Wickedndf f Abs! the more an» 
go w__ _ of ror ear and Dan- 
gen: p, the taore dd/perae their fate; 
the more incorade their Diſeaſe ; and the 
—_—_y to Death and Deftraition : My 
Spirit: t always: fireve with way. This 
&:indeeda bleſſed Adtront age, ro-Rand upon 
the; briak of 'Dirrmation! * Tis 2 gloriow 
Vittery, to have defeated all the Means of 
Grace and: Heppineſs ! *'Tis an' Heroick At+ 
chievement, tobe able to exringuiſh all-truc 
Sen/aand Reaſon, as:well as Religion, and 
hecome 1tnpregnable ,- impencerable to all 
drguwents,'to all Motors which eitherthe 
tendereſt: Lowe! or-che-profoundeft Wiſdom 
of God and Mas can attack us by | 
'2. I cannot bur think that thoſe wery 
Men, who for tlic maſt part are obdurate and 
F n- 
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inſenfible, do ſuffer ſome, rhough. rare re- 
turns Of Anxiety and: Fear. Why elſe ate 


they ſuth\nvowed Enemies to Solitude and: 


Retirement f' to all ſerious and calm Reflet#3- 


ons, thar they areready'to rake up with'a- 


moſt rrifling and contemptible Buſineſs or 
Diverſion? nay, tired withadull and taſte- 
leſs Repetitiow'of a Folly; they chuſe to ve- 
peat ir: roftheir Lives End, rather than be 
#one, and thoughtfal? Whatis this,' but'to 
confeſs that there is ſomething within which 
they are afraid to av«ten? That there is 
ſuch a Briphrneſs in Divine Treth, thatthey 
dare not-open theit 'Eyes-upon it, leſt it 


ſhould filt their Souls'with'the Terrors of 


God. This Height of | Wickedueſs then ar 
beſt is a ſtate fit only/for:Forranate Sinners; 
who caq rowl and tumble from Foly-to 


— Folly, from 'onxe Imperrineace or- Extrava- 


gance to another, endlefly : And yet what 
becomes of theſe poor” Things, when 'a 
Diſaſter, when a Diſesſe, nay, but awake- 
Ful hour by: Night forcesrthem'\to rerere-in- 
to themſebves ? 3s $002,” > 

3. A Sinner does 9 cans re at this 
ſtate of 'T»ſenſppbility. - Ir coſts him very 
dear to grow impadentin his Luſt. Many 
a Pang, many a Torment" has he ſuffer'd 
firſt ; often has he felt:the Woundrof Con 
ſcience; often bas he rrembled and ſhrank 
at the Menaces of God;- The Sout-can no 
more 


' 
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more obo by __— than: a Body 
to Exce/s , but by p tharough. many 
ainful and fickly Fits, m 

rele Ba Ay is any 74] Pang the 
while'to endare {0 much in order to beidams: 


ed? Is it not; an. .infallible; Mark of more : 
than vulgar W; Mice to purchaſe d/ery.ac - 


ſo dear a rate? To endure hardſhip, ar good 
ſoldiers of Chriſt Ju{us, for ohms a. mee 
ver. fading Crown, this with them isan Un- 
dertaking that deſerves to be expoſen, and 
laſbed with the utmoſt ſeverity.of..Spight 
and Confidence : But to ſafer, as it weres 
repeated Mariyrdoms to gain an Hel, this 1s 
what they think becomes Mcn of their Parts 
and Galant Bleſſed God ! to; what de+ 
ade, + and Stupidity may Men of 

iy ft N wes Parts fiak, when abendaw's 
hee ? or rather, whea £bez. themſelves 


y 2h Thee, and that Light which. Thou. 
haſt ſet up in the World ? Qur: Lord. and: 
Mafter thought the Profits and; Pleaſures of 
the whole World/a poor Compeaſation for. 


= Loſs of the Soul : What # 4 ere ev 
he gain the whole world , &c-, Mat. 16+. 
But theſe Mea rather than it ſhould/noe-pe- 


riſh for ever, will charge through. Shawe* 
and Pain, Remorſe and Sickneſs, and all the: 


Obſtacles that God has ſet berween «s and a 
deſperate Height of Wickedpeſs. 


4. Though 


Of Crier —__ i" <=" 


a Sinwer ir * come to that 
you »/tience, and ma- 
A and cd lens 
Frut apts 
of Sip © "He maſt needs 
Nees that he has _— 
himfetlf ' { to no "+ 
war, his Band hes nog 29s Fg 
tyre wee: # Troubled fea, coſting wy its own 
mire and dive - {486i d-coofewnre bits 


pub axe 


Lehrer __ 
neſs of a Courſe 
be-inwar 


ind 'rngrvefel; tid in' 
md poor /#hd I 
Repoſe, und which he hav ofren wjbedhim- 
fas free froth,” Ameri ho Gonitx ju be 


efſed o 4 Mary's os 
Mii, 10 Pats fre bens, That be 
vn ping ono ry pe WAR 8 i the” word com! 
hich he cannot es 

dure Toe ih; without reſent ing 
it as rhe Hi !-Cetrainly ir were 
berter-*thar aff #he world fhould cal me Foot, 


and Knevb 4nd Vilein, thanthat T fhbuld 

Fears as jk know #"to be tree. My 
Pedce 

ef, not: 1his of others + 

rar i Sentiments that F have of 


myſelf, that raiſe or dejed® me; and my 
Mind cari no'more be-plealcd wich any Sty- 
ſation but its own, than the Body can be 
gratified by the Reliſhes of ano: her's Pa- 
late, 5+ Ihe 


felf, pd HCA ng cock Lo0s | 


ineſs depends pon my ows* 
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it . The more i»ſenſfible a Sinner grows, 
g< PR avs Parte on rre Diſorder and Di« 
| fration which Sin produces io his Aﬀairs, 
y. Whils -Men are under any little reſtraiors 
s | of Conſciexce ; while they are held-io by 
4 | Serwples, and Fears, and Fits-of Regrer ; 


while, in a word, they fs with. any: Mode» 
/by, ſolong Sin will tolerably comport with 
their Intereſt _ m—_ z- bur-as rev 
as they grow inſen impudent, 

paſs all bounds, + is nothing to dear 
and confiderable to them, which: they will 
not ſacri e to their Wickedneſs. . Now 
Wife - x9 oy As 
Vows, 'Compacts, Oaths, are: ao: er 
Ties tor them than Sawp/on's 'Withs , 0: 
Cords.Such an one as this is very well defcrt» 
bed inthe Prophet ;; Thos art -« ſwift: Dro- 
medary, traverſing ber ways; awild Aſs1nſed 
to the wilderneſs, that [noffeth op the wind 
at her pleaſure ; in her-occafion who-can turn 
her away? Jer. 2423- And againy he is 
fitly repreſented to an Horſe ruſbingiinto the 
Battel. | He has as much Contempt forihis 
Safety and Happineſs, us for Reuſownnd:Re+ 
ligion';, he deties Shame, | Ruin, and;Dearhy 
as mach as he does: God and Providence? 
In one-word, with an impudentand/lewd 
ftapidity he makes allthe huſte bg: car; ro be 
«vdone; 'and fince heiwillbe log mn were well 
if /he could be —_— Tam —_ 
=— Ve 
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hw indict nees at this dey, 'of. the 
miſerable dnd\fatal 'Effet#s of Atheiſm and 
Deiſm{to' leave any room to doube whether 
| have Sraincd thePoint here or no. 


| Upon the whole it does appear , That 
Siw is a great Ewil; and that the Evil of it 
is not 4 but ioivvaſed by Obder ation. 
And from | hence the Propoſition inferr'd 
docs naturally follow , That Deliverance 
from its agrees Good ; fo great, thatif we 
eftimare"it'by the Buyl t is 1Q S, 
Health to'\the Sick, Liberty to the Captive, 
Day-t0,. the benighted, - weary, and wan- 
dring Traveller ; a Calm, a Port, to Paſſer 
geriifia Sram; Pardon to men: a 
fro death; ave but weak and 1 
ges Or Reſemblances 'of it. A Dijeſ wil 
at worlt> cerminate with the Body, and 
Life and Pain will have an End' 
But the'Pais that Siv cauſes will by. we, 
all -Zternity;: for the worm. dies not, ' and the 
fire wilbot be quenched. The. Error of the 
Treveller "will be corrected the: ap» 
 proaching Dey, ner —oarkes refreſhed 
at the next Srexe he. comes to; but be that 
Ces Erna Path of i Life, is 
loſt for ever: When the Day of Grace is 
once fer upon  ſhalke're re- 
cal-his wandring Feet 1 be: Path Righ- 
reonfmeſs aaa. Peents no Ezſe, no Refreſh: 
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ment {ball JaierSay Th his Toil and Ms Miſery, 
Whilſt the Fog Captive are loaded 
with Ferrers, his Soul may exjoy its truelt 
Liberty ; and-in the midft of Qexgers and 
Dungtons, like Paul and Siles, be may fing 
Songs of Praiſe and Triumph : But the Cop- 
tivityof Sin ,oppreles, and enſlayes 
the Mind, and delivers up the miſerable 
Man to- thoſe intolerable and eadleſs Evils, 
which: ihexorable Joſtice and Almi mighty 
Wrath inflicts upon _Yy and Obp, 
&. AStormcan but wreck the Boy, qr 
and worthleſs Bart; the Sow! will eſca 
lafe to Shore, the, Bleſſed - where the 
happy Inbebit anss £njay an undiſturbed, an 
everlaſting Calas.: But Sin makes ſbiporack 
of. faith 4nd 4 good oge/cience, and he that 
ia ix does:but pals into a more miſerg+ 
ble Gaze; for on: the wicked God will rain 
ſoa f fire, and: bri wird. and teim- 
3; 4his be every 
S back 


ba 


promo Dos were TO he ha 
to fear, would have freed. him from; 
biQnat is once delimuered ray hon. þ.Þ 
from Death to Life, and from 
Faith; of Leve,. of Hope 1. 
ater eons Fration and Che 
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a $$ A Second Fraitiof. Liberty is Good 


Works.. Here I will ſhew Two things 1" Firft, 
and this but briefly; That: zhe Works of 
Rizhreouſneſs contribute mightily..'zo our 
Happineſs; and that Immediately. - Secondly, 
Thar paged from 'Siw. __ the 
great. Obſtacles a jr rg ments of Righte- 
ou/ne{s, andetirows off that Weight.which 
would otherwiſe excamber and tre us in our 
Race. '1.. Holineſs is no ſinall Phesſare; no 
ſmall Advantage, 'to hit who is exerciſed 
thereia.. When Nature. is renewed and re- 
fored, 'the Works of. Righteouſneſs are pro- 
perly;andzruly the Works of Natare: And 
to do good to Man, and offer up our Praiſes 
and Devotions to God, "is *to gratify the 
ſtrongeſt and molt. delightful Inclinations 
we pot Feng indeed, are at firſt fi Wa 
and oppreſſed by. Original Corruption, c 
Princines and Viriows Cuſtoms : But'when 


% 


once they have broke through theſe , like 


Seeds thratigh: the Ex#thy Coats they are 


'encloſed,and! impriſoned in, and are im- 
pregnated, warmed,.and cheriſhed by an 
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and review, conſider, and refle&t upon it 
withi\Delight.: It procures us the Favorr of 
God and Man ; it makes our Affairs natu- 
rally4un ſmoothly and calmly on ; and fills 
our Minds with Coerage, Chearfalneſs, and 
good" Hopes,: + In 'one word, Diverſion and. 
Amuſement s give. us a Farxcifut Pleaſure, 
an' Hnimal ſerfitive Life, a ſbort and mean 
one *- Si a  deveitfal, falſe, and fats! 
one: 'Only Virtwe; a pare, arational, a glo- 
rious, and lefting one. * And:this is enouzh 
to be faid here > Phe Lovelineſs of Holineſs 
being a ſobje whichever and anon I have 
occaſion toengageitn.' 2, Iam xext to ſhew, 
That: Deliver ene?! from Sin removes the 
Impediments of Virtue. This: will caſily 
be made-'out, by examining what: Lnflu- 
ence '{elfifbneſs , ſenſurlity ,, and the Love 
of this World, which are the #hree. great 
Principles or Sources 'of Wickedneſs, have 
uponthe ſewers! Parts of Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs. x. The firſt Part is thar, 
which contains #hoſe Duties that more im- 
mediately' relate to ow ſelwes. Theſe are 
eſpecially :wo., Sobriety and Temperance. 
By Sobriety, I mean-a Erious and impartial 
Examination of t ; or ſuch a ſtate of 
Mind-as qualifies vs'for ir.' By Temperance, 
I mean/the moderation of our AﬀQions 
and -Enjoyments, even in lawful and al- 


R 3 gilance, 
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lowed-Inſtagcts.-| From theſe procted Via. 
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gilance, Induſtry, Priced? ; Fortitiite;; 
Patience and Steadinef) of mioid+ih" "he 
ſecution of what is beſt, [ Withourrheſe 
Lis in vain to expef, either Devorion'to- 
wards God, or Juſtice and/ Charity towards 
Man. Nay nothung/ good or greaf 'can'be 
accompliſhed without them; Since with 
out them -we have no ground to hops' for, 
eicher the A fiftance of Divine Gr axe, of the 
ProtefQtion and Concurregoe 'of vine 
Providence. \Onlythe pupegntd chefs Soul is 
a fit Temple for the Relidericeof fork $ 
And ht Providence of "God *"warches 'over 
none , or at leaſt none''have Reaſon*rw 
expe& ir "ſhould, ' bur ſuch as are them- 
ſelves vigilant and iniufff5obs, 'But'now, 
how repugnant'to, how incoaſiſtenr with 
thoſe Virtues; is that Jwfaruatios Of Mind, 
and that Debawchery of 10ns, wherein 
Sinconlifts? How in , eirherpf'84- 
briety or Temperance; to s; fen 
15, and the- Joe of whic Bois __ bk ? 


. What'a things' do 
cauſe us 2 [7 How? _ + ay 
reader us 'in our 


have bur. falſe-and-#m 
Good? And how impe m_— 
cipitate us' into. thoſe Si#2, Which the 
Pollation and: "of our” Nature 2 
On the contrary ” Jer eriatr. be bur. once lex- 
lightned -by Path let binn bur one come 
[9 


—q of Chriſtian Liberty in General, 


to.believe, that his Soul-is hiny/e/ that be 


is.s Str anger. 60d Pilgyime upon Extth, that 
Heaven is his Coemtry, and that. to.d0 good 
Warks is to lay wp his Tree{weidi jet him, 
I ſay, but oace believe this, and:then, how 
Sober, how Temperate; how Wiſe, bow Vi- 
gilant, and Indaſtrious will he gtow ? Ang 
this he will ſoon be induced. to. beliewe, if 
he be not aQtually under «he Lafluence of 
vicious Principles , and. vicious Caſtoms. 
When the Mizd is undectived: and dif- 
abuſed, and the Afefjons dilengaged, "tis 
nataralto Man tothink calmly, ta D& 
fire-and enjoy with' a Mod2ratios{ fuited ro 
and ſober Notions. of worldly.chings ; 
Far -4his is to think and aft'as a Mar. A 
Second. Part of Holineſs regatds God as' its 
immediate 0bjed,- and conſiſts in the Fear 
and Love of Him, in Depenticiice and! Self 
Reſignation , in Contemplation and Devoti: 
ox. - As tothis; tis plain, that whoever is 
under the Dominion of any Siv, muſt be.aa 
Exemy,: or at leaſt.a Stranger t0.it.. | The 
Infidel knows no God; and the Wicked will 
not,..of dares not, m one..." Fheir 
ce 
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his' room, Hence the ' Coverow- are pro- 
nounced-- guilty-of Jdolarry, Col. 3. 5. and 
the Lux#r:ow and Unclcan are ſaid to make 
their 'belly their God, ' and to glory in their 
ſhame,” Phit,n2. 4 4 But as ſoon as a poor 
Man diſcerns that he'has ſet his Heart upoa 
falſe Goods; as foonas he finds himſelf 
theared, and deceived in all his ExpeQuati> 
ons by''the World, and. is convinced that 
God is his proper and his Sqvereign Good 3 
how natural is it to #4r# his Deſires and 
Hopes from-the Creature upon the Creator ? 
How natural is it to contemplate his\Great» 
#e/s and Goodneſs, to thirſt impaticantly for 
his Favor, and dread his Diſpleaſure ? 
And./ach a Man will certainly make-the 
Wuaorſbip-of 'Gad a great part, at leaft;- of 
the s and Employment of Life. With 
this he will-begia, and with this he will 
ead the Day-44Nor: will -he: reft here ; his 
Soul will/ be: ever and-anon oe 
wards Heaven," in Ejaeulations ; and: 

will be. ſcarte any. 4©ion, any Evens, that 
will not exe4e him to praiſe and adore. God, 
or engage him in ſome wile RefleFions:0n 
his 4rrrebazes. - Butiall rbis,, will rhe. Looſe 
and Hbbeiftital fay, 'may be well /par'd, 'cis 
only a vain and-idleAwsſement. War and 
Peate,"Bafizeſs" and Trade, have:.no De+ 
pendence upon it's Kjngdoms and Commons» 


of 


wealth may Land and flouriſh, and ſenſible 


Men 
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Men may be rich and: happy, without it. 
But'to this-I a»/wer;/ Religion towards God 
is the Foundation of all true Yirtze towards 
ourNeiehboar. Laws would want the bet- 
ter- patr"of their Awrhorety , if they were 
not enforced by an-Aws of God © The wiſeſt 
Counſels-would have no Ffet, did not Vir- 
txe and" Religion help” to execute them !: 
Kingdoms and Commonwea/ths would be 
diſſolved, and-burſt to-pieces, if they were 
not-united and held'in by theſe Bonds: And 
Witckedneſs would reduce the Worl/d to one 
great Solitude and Ruin, were it not rem- 
pered and reftrained, '\not only by the Virtues 
and Examples, but by the Supplications and 
Interceſſions too, of devout Men. Finally, this 
is an Objedion fit for rione to make, bur the 
Sortifſb and the Ignorant ;\ Men of deſperate 
Confidence, and lictle Ryowledge. For who 
ever is able tO confider;by what Motives Man- 
kind has ever been wont to be moſt ſtrong- 
ly feed; by whar Principles the World 
has ever been /ad and*governed; how great 
an Intereſt even Soperftition-has had, either 
in the Civilizing and Reforming Barbarous 
Nations; -or- the Martial Succeiles of the 
firit Founders of 'Mowarchies, and the like ; 
whoever, 1 ſay, is «ble to refle#,' though 
bur:flightly, ontheſe ehings, can never be 
ſofilly,; as to demand what the #/c of -Re/i- 
gion's-;- or toimagin it poſſible to root op its 
Authority in the World, The 
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The Third Part df Hilineſs: regards our 
Neighbour 3 and coafiſts.in the Exerciſe. of 
Truth, Juſtice, and Charity. And no where 
is the ill Influence of. 8&/fſbne/s, Sexſeclity, 
and the Love of the World, more-natori+ 
ous than here. ; For theſe readring us impe: 
tient and in/etiable in our Deſires,. nolent 
in the Proſecution of them , extreverant 
and exceſſive in our-Emjoyments ; and the 
things of thisworld being few and finite, and 
unable to-/atify fuch on. Appetites 
weſtandin one anothers Light,.in ave. 400+ 
thers way $0: Profit and\ Pleaſures," or tao 
_ n_ ſeem todo far And this mult 

oidably -produce a thouſand avilereble 

Cox WEMLES. egy we daily ſce 
has cheſs Pa Selfibne/s, Senſuality, 
—_— ethe World, are the Parents 
of  Emvy and Emulation; Avarice, Ambiti- 
ow , Strife and Contention,, Hypocriſy, and 
Corroption, Lewdneſs, Luxury and. Prodies: 
lays ; -rre—err gn ye Sap yr 
niegrity'; t0-Generoſty HY. 

To obviate therefore the. miſchievous- Ef+ 
fetts of thele vicious Principles ,: Religion 
_ at implanting in: .the World others. of 
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ow and: benefitens Nanny oops 
'the.\Leve of the Warld 
againf}- Selfþneſs, hen: » wes 1 
——_ Faith i: And And: to:the end - 
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may be”'.the; more conſpicuous ; 1 \will 
briefly "compare the Effect; they have--in 
reference to'our Ne : Selfiſbneſs makes 
a Man'\leok upon 


the World as made for 
him alone”;'and 'upon «ff as his Exmics, 
wtio do'any way inrerfere with, - or. ob 

his - Defigns'; It Seals up all our Treaſures; 
44al-our Coe and Thowg bes ro our 
privats Lacereſt, Honour, or yrrwbeg > en 
ploys tor" Parts, Power, and Wealth, _ 
all our Fime roog in Purfuir of our 

cular Advantage. 'Senfuatity rempts > Man 
to abandon the Care'and Conrerir for his 
County, \bis Fritnds and Relations, and 
neptect'\rhe Dweies "of "his Station char 
he' may” give ( himfelf co ſome fortiſh 
and" diſhonourable' Fice : It prevails with 
hin to: refuſe 4s to the poor, © 4ſiffance 
co any publick or Neighbourly good 'Work, 
and even a'decent, nay' ſometimes a veceſſa- 
ry Allonunee 'to ths Family, that he: may 
waſte and laviſh” our 'his Fortune - upon 
ſome vile and expeaſive L»f. - Ing word, 
it makes-bim incapable of the Patigues of 
Civil Buſineſs ; and" much more of the 
Hardſhips 'and Hazards of War: So ttiar 
inflead of i imitating the glorious Ex 
of ' Uriah, who would not ſuffer him 
ro bs courted into\'rhe Enjoyment even of 
«lloawed ' Pleaſiires; nor indulge himſelf in 
the Fenderneſſey and" Carefſcs of a ny 
an 
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and Children, while Jo«b and the: Armies of 
Iſrael were in the Field ; be, on the'con- 
trary, diſſolves and melts down his Life and 
Fortunes in Uncleanneſs and Laaxiry, "the 
ſhame and burden of his Country. and his 
Family, at a time when: not-ooly: the Ho- 
our, but the Safety of his Conmry lies at 
ſtake, and Prince and "People defend it by 
their Toil and Blood. © What ſhould I'men- 
tion the Love of the World ? Are not: the 
Effeits of it as viſible, amongſt us, 1as de- 
plorable ? Does not this 'whereever it reigns, 
fill all Places with Bribery and Corruption, 
Falſbood, Treachery and Cowardiſe ?. Worſe 
cannot be ſaid on't, and wore needs not : 
For what Socterres can thrive , or -which 
way can Credit and Reputation be Support- 
ed ? What Tresſures,' what Counſels, what 
Armies, what Condat , can fave a People, 
where theſe YVices prevail ? Let us now, 
on the other ſide, Fonoſe Selfibneſs, Sew- 
ſnality,and the Love of the World,caſhiered ; 
and Faith, Hope, and Charity, entertained 
in their room ; what a: bleed Change will 
this effe& in the- World-? How+ſoon-wall 
Honour and Integrity, Truth and i Juſtice, 
and a pablick Spirit revive ? How-lervice- 
able and eminent: will theſe render every 
Man in his Cherge ? Theſeare the true Prin- 
ciples of great and brave Attions': 'Thefe, 
theſe alone,” can render: our” D&ry-dearer-rg 

us 
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us than any: temporal Conſideration; Theſe 
will enable-us to do good Works, withour 
an Eye to the Rerwras they will make us 
Theſe will make it to us very. rea- 
ſonable, to Sacrifice Fortune, Life , ever 

thing, when the Zonowr of God , and pub- 
lick , good, demand it of us. The Belief 
and Hope of Heaven, is a ſufficieat, Encou- 
ragement to Virtue when. all others. fail : 
The Love of God, 4s our Supream Good, 
will: make us eaſily ſarmount the Conlide- 
ration of :Expence,. Difficslty, or Hazard, in 
ſuch. Attempts as we are ſure will pleaſe 
Him ;'and the Love of our Neighbour as our 
| ſetves,will make us compaſſionate to his Evils 
| and Wants, tender to his Infirmities ', and 
Zyalows Of. his good as of our own. , How 
happy then. would theſe Principles make 
the World ? And how much is it the Ixtereſf 
of every one tO encourage and propagate theſe, 
and'to diſcountenance and {pppreſs the con- 
trary ones ? I have- done with. the ſecond 
Effe# of. Chriſtian Liberty ; and will. paſs 
on to the Third, as ſoon as I have-made 
two Remarks on this laſt Paragraph, Firſt, 
"Tis very. evideat from. what has been {aid 
init, that-ſolid Virtee can be Greffed on no 
Stock, but. that of - Religion.:: That un 
werſal | Righteouſneſs can be | rais'd - on 
none : but - Goſpel. Principles ;.. who: 1s he 
that hare n the world, but. he that \be- 
lieveth 
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tieveth that Teſws is the Chrift? i Job. 5. 
I do/ not oppoſe this P o# againſt Few 
or Gentile. © God vouchſated in ſunilry times 
and in divers manners, fuch Revelations of 
his Truth, and ſuch Commenications of his 
Grace, as he ſaw fit':' And to 'rheſe is their 
Righteonſneſs therefore; whatever it was, to 
be ariribated, not to the Lew of Natere or 
Moſes. "But I oppoſe it againſt the bold 
Prerenſions" of Libertines and Atheiſts at 
this day. - Honoww and Jaftice in' their 
Mouths is 4 vain Bosf# ; and the Natural 
Power they pretend to/ over their ' own A» 
Qions, to ſquare 'and govern them accord- 
ing to the Rules'\of right Reaſon, is only 
a malicious Deſign to ſupplant the Honour 
of Divine'Grace ; and is as' fa'fe and grownd- 
leſs as" arrogant: "Alas | they talk of a £2- 
berty which they do not enderſtawd::- For 
did they but once admit Pority of Heart 
into their Notion of it, they would ſoon 
diſcern 'whae' 8:7 avgers they 'are to' It. 
How tis" it poſſible}, bur that they ſhould 
be che Servants of "the Body ,, who reject 
and disbelieverhe'Drgmry and Pre-emvinence 
of the 8:u/ ? How is it poſſible, rhey ſhould 
not be lover of pleaſure more than lovers of 
God, who either believe »o God, or one 
that romcerns himfelf much about vs ? And 
how car the yctſe but be ſelf and: enſued, 
and 'doat upon ahisWoild, whoexpet no 
: better, 
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| better; who believe:#o other ? Take away 


Providence anda Life t0:-come, and what 
can obloge a Man to any 4475ex, that fhall 
cro/s his-temporal Iteref oc bis Pleaſare ? 
What ſhall reward his e/posſipg Virtae, when 
it bas no Dowry ; but Loſſes, Reproaches 
and Perſecations ?. What ſhall c&rb him in 
the Careerof a Leff,, when he may com- 
wit it , not only. with Impunity , but' as 
the World ſometimes Hoes, with Honosr 
and Preferment too ?  T hough , therefore, 
ſuch Mea as theſe may poſlibly reſtraia 
theic outward AdFions, yet arc they all the 
while exſlaved and defiled in their Affetti- 
ons ; and the yery Liberty they boaſt of in 
Fr Condu# Yay _— Fol thems- 
boes ; {prings from their /ecres Ser- 
vitude ;0up 6 vile Pſion or other. Nor 
yet can T: be; ſo ſoft and eaſy as to grant, 
that ſuch Mep as theſe, either do or can 
arrive at the Liberty they pretend to; I 
mean, that of Regu/ating and Governing all 
their. outwerd Aifiions by the Rules of Vir- 
twe. They too: often throw off the Diſ* 
guiſe, which either. Hypocriſy or Enmity to 
Religion, makes them pur on; and prove 
tog plainly to the World , that when they 
lay' Reftnaipts 0a themſelves in this or that 
vin, tis only. to. izdu/ge themſelves the 
mate. freely :and ſecerely: in others. Se- 
4; My next. Remark is, That ic is 
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groſs Stupidity or: Impudence, to dewy'a 
Providence and another World, when-the 
Belief of both is ſo indiſpenſably-zereſſery 
ro the well-being of chr. 


The Frame and 
Nature of Mas, andthe Neceſhties of thi 
World require both. ' Without theſe, /e/- 
fiſbneſS mutt undoubtedly bethe predowinent 
Principle, This would breed unreaſonable 
Deſires ; and theſe would fill us with Fears 
and Jealonſies : So that a State of Nature, 
would indeed be a Srare of War ; and our 


Exmity againſt one another would #or be. 


extinguiſhed: by Civil Soctety 3 but- only 
concealed and reſtrained, till a fit Occaſion 
for its breaking out ſhould preſent 'ir ſelf : 
Laws would want that Force , Common- 
wealths that Bond or Cement, Converſation 
that Confidence, and our Poſſeſſions that ſe- 
eyrity which is neceflary to reader: them 
Bleſſings to us. ONE 


$. 3. A Third Fruit of Chriſtian Liberty 
is that Relation which it creates between 
God and 'ws. We are no longer. of the 
World , but are ſeperated and fandified, 
devoted and dedicated to God. Thus St. Peter, 
1 Epiſt. 2.9. Te are « choſen. generation ;, 4 
royel prieſthood, a holy nation, « priuliar 
people. And thus St. Paul, Rom. 8..15, 
16. Te have not received the ſpirit of has. 4 
424in to fear; but ye have received t 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit of adoption, whereby we' cry, Abba,” Fa 
hep? op i it ſelf who; with 
our ſpiriftbaf we ave the children of God * And 
if children; then betrs ; heir rof God, and joint- 
heirs with Chyift, God is "our God ; we are 
his Pevple.”  He'ls' our Father ; and we are 
his Children, 'we are ingraffed into his Fa- 
mily. The Conſequente of this is, his Dearly 
Beloved and Only Begotten' Son, is our Ad- 
vocate at 'bis Right hand, the Propitiation 
for" onr Sins, and Interceſſor for us. His 
Spirit refides with us, to comfort and 'ofift 
us ; his Angels guard us, and miniſter ro us: 
For we are* no" longer the Objet# of. his 
Wr4h "but of his Love and Care: How 
does the Jpofle triamph'on” rhi4 Argament, 
Heb. 12. 18, 19, &c. For' ye are not” came 
wnto the" monnt that might be touched , «ni 
that burned with fire 5 nor unto blackneſs,” arid 
darkneſs, and tempeſt ," and the ſound of a 
irumpet , and. the woice of words ;, which 
voice they who heard, intreated that the word 
ſhould not be'ſpoken to them ahy more : ( For 
they could not endure that which was com- 
manded”; ani if ſo much az « beaft rouch the 
mount ain it ſhall be ſtoned, or thruſt through 
with a dart :* And ſo terrible was the fight, 
that Moſs {aid, 1 excedingly feat and quake) 
But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and wnto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Je- 
ruſalem';' «ud 0 a innumerable company of 
_ 9 Angels ; 
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Angels z, to the general Aſſembly and Church 
of the firſt: born, which ere mrigten jw heaven ; 
and to God, the Judge of «l, and tothe [p1 
rits of juſt wen wade perfect : Apd to Jeſu, 
the Mediator of the new Covenant ; and to 
the blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeakath better 
things than that of Abel, And thus again, 
1 Cor. 3, 2. Therefore let no man glory in 
men ; for all things are yours ; whether Pax, 
or Apollo, or Ceyhss, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things preſent, or things to came 3 
; ye are Chriſt's, 


all are yours, and Chriſt 
is God's. Theſe are great and g/orious things, 
What Dignity and Eminexce does this 
Adrption raile us to? What Bleſſedveſs flows 
from Communion and Fellowſhip with God ? 
What can we may, or what Gan we fear, 
when we have ſo mighty an Iztereft in the N/- 
Sovertign of Heaven and Earth; when all 
his Divine Perfefions are employed to oo: 
-mote and ſecure our Happineſs ? Now lure 
We may rejoice, wow-we may glory and tri 
«mph ; for certainly el chings mult work t6- 
gether for 0xr good, But as falles 4ngels en- 
vied the Happineſs of new-ereated Man, 1 
do Apoſtate and Debanthed Mew envy that of 
the God/y. Andane of theſe will be aptto 
fay,: Rold, Sis, you run too {ef ;. theſe glo- 
rious Privileges are yet but"ia the b 
and all your Hppineſs is yer but ig the Re- 
werſon :  Noewichſtanding all theſe big 


words, 
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words, you muſt that your are jre 
but in 4 Srare of Probation; that you ate 
to ngdergo” Hardbiys and Diffcelr ies, and 
eo live'apon the this Dior of Hope and Ex- 
felt ation: And fo I think I might rake you 
down fron! Heirs of G6d; 10 Servants xr 
the beſt; Well, I will grane ehac wo 509 
trove by Faith, and wait for the Hope of Glo- 
ry : Nor wilh-I ar preſent” coritend aboue 
thoſe Pleaſures that are but in the bud: T 
for on&&quie all that Preference bothyas 
to Wobiliry and Pledfave, which jom 
and the fu ance of Hope gives # Godly 
Man above 4 8inzer 5 and Þ} will take ths 
Pate of # Child of Go tobe as the Objeor 
would heve' it 3 IT will ſoppyſe hin to be #n- 


ter ggetill hocome ro ancther Life; and ro 


wot Vin from's Servant” whilſt he fo, 


cm prove that *tis our Duty to ſorve God; 
it will be" to confenprible” Fruit, no [wilt 
Commendation of Liberty, that it e#ables us 
£04 our ; And that it iS'our Dpyy to 
ferve God, is'plain : For is it nor fit that He 
who made and (Mill apholds the World, ſhoald 
govern it? Oughe we not ro pay Obedience t6 
HiLaws; whoſe Infloite PerfeBioneand Tri 
menſe Benefſvence inveſt Hit witty rt abſ6: 
lore and encomroutadle Soverriguryover us? 
Whom ſhould we hower with ohr Sobfand 
Body, bat Hin ca... 
| S 2 (+ 
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E-- Te whem (hould:we devore and ſacrifice what 

we: have,: but 0. Hins from:whone: we reces- 
his 


or ny 
bur. His. who: has caled ws ont of (darkneſs 
into; his mer welion 11laght 7 I uld we 
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or es 
the ce ar weinhabit ts acer4and rompeſtu> 
wager}: + for urthrCafrmas of 
yrs ne ;-Atanding at ans 
ance 1 from Self Sal ſuſaievcy *cis -plaity* thac 
what: we:canger. find withiw. us,' we.muſt 
ſcek oo us.! bene ChSM Sap 
we QUT 4: omet hing we my 
ns 191 Kay > 75; ya TU, 
be our God; this w ferve-and adore: 
what {ball this ihe? Shall we ſerve Eid 
+Theſe.are our avowed and'inveres 


rate Ememirs, and go about like a bon, 


they. may devonr. we 
ſerve the Good? - This weretoniſhnourour 
| Natnmeg:19 ſerve (our. Fillon-creatures:and 
Fellow-ſernmants: Belides that. fach wil ne- 
ver ſacrilegiouſly uſurp their Maker's Howdnr, 
nor admit thatService.which. is. dee to Him 
alone Stiall- we then-ferve Max ?. Alas ! 
the Breath of Great Onesis in their Noſrids ; 
their Life is but. aV aponr.,'tofled toand fro 
with reſtleſs _— and Motion ; and then 
, and-al/ their Thinghes 
What then, ſhall we 
to-ſerve our -Lafis ? 
This: is worſe than Pagan ldolatry; Stocks 
ana Stones indeed could nor help or reward 
their #aterics ; butour Lofts; like wiidand 
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4 awage Tyrants defbepy where they rule, and 
nu $A pr dx Hur er 
 Miſelnefs, while we ſervilely- court and flat- 
tor «them: I. have 


not done y&# - I have 
proved-it indeed to be our. 


and Hononr 
t0/orue God; bur theſe with ſome are. cold 
an lifeleſs Topicks r I will now'prove it to 
be our Jntere apron 4py ——_ 
Jars 1 _ Paneer och 
ging it. To make 
this 4/ſer5i0», it will be -bri 
examine :wo things. :\Fixf, "The: 
End: And Secondly, The Nature © Fi 
Service. If weenquire after the ®xd of it, 
'tis evidently our own Advantage and 
pineks. The Luft: or the Mumours , 
Wants and Neceſſities of 'Man ;' may f 
bim pon ime ading our Liberry, or 
and comtretting with us for our Saroitads 1 
But God is Alh-ſufficiene to himſelf, and has 
no: weed of fe 2orv When _ 
glorified by «s, 'tis-that we enjoy. 
Protettion and Boowty : When hen He oblige 
us to obey his Crnnads 'tis Hp 
perfef# our Natures, and and' queddfy 
us fot the Enjoyment of Spiritual and Di- 
vize Pleaſures : When He enjoins us Pray- 
er, 'tis becauſe it does ex«/r and eviarge our 
Minds, and fir us for the 6 Gf Rhee 
tains; When He preſcribes us | 
ton, 
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#i0n, 'tis becauſe he will 
wave our Aﬀeairs berres 
ſoborr; "Lat 'us'in the next place conſidet \\ 
the Narwwe of this Service. To ſerve God, 
what is it; but c6-/ove what is 1fhnitely overs 
by ; to follow the Condut of Infinite Wife 
dow , and to repole our Confidence int thee 
Being whioſe Goodneff is as boundleſs as his 
Power ? rs ve / 'ris t6 purſve the 
great Exd of our Creationy;-40 aft conſo- 
naar to the Dignity of our Navwre, and to 
govery our Lives by the DiQares of ar! e#- 
higbren'd Reaſon. How willy has Our 
Church in one of her Colle#:-<kprefied her 
Notion of the Nature of "God's Service # 
whoſe Service is Freedow. The Devil 
maintdins bi inion over'us, by infs- 
incting Ou ' Under thandings , by enferbling 
and ferreving our Wills, by deluding and vor+ 
rapting on Aﬀcttions : But on the quite 
wr ths _ clo ry 

endings, more fre 26d , 
out Wil, the om erage dap wo 
our AfetFions, the frrer are wo to wwrſbip 
God; nay indeed, 5p Him 


# for us, and 
ve Can Our 


we cavwor worthip 
at all as we onghv'to do, enleff onr Souls be 
thus qualified, Therefore ' 1s the Service 
of God cated # Rational Service, 2oy0u Ma» 
Tpeia ; and the Word of God is ealted 43-5 
$a)2, Simeere Milk ; to fignify-t0 a9, ther 
11 the Service-of God all is rea! and ſolid 
S 4 Good. 
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Gaod-:: S#chi3the Perfettion of - 067 Na- 
tures; the AMight.and Fog: of: the Spirit's 
the: Protedtion' and: Condatt: of :Providemie'; 
and; all- the. great and-precious Promiſes-of 
God: is. Chrifh-ave Tea.and aAwen:. | Butin 
the Service. of-Siz all is Cheat and. Jmpd- 
#wre 4 and under a- pompous ſbew. of Good, 
pentance but ſuch a-Repept ance as does not 
relieve , but increaſe the Sinners Miſery. -- 
+» {Þ his 4s, exough: $0 be. ſaid: of the Netere 
of, God's Serwuce: And by the- Conceſſions 


' ,wage-my;Qbjeor about the Beginning of 


this Head,. Jam. refrained from taking AQ» 
tice. of . che: wore z/orious Effedts Of; it ; Yet 
fomethere are,: very greas. and: good Onthy 
£bat. fall xot within: the compals of ;the; 0b- 
gedhion, which, 1 -will bur-juſt rextton.: The 
firſt is Reſt... While Religion. regulates (the 
Diſorder, and reduces the- trarrevegance of 
end-zowpoſe a Mating in our Boſoms. W hilft 
it ca/igbtess.our. Minds, and-teaches us the 
true / a/vc, thapis, at leaſt the comparative 
Worthleſneſs of, Horldly things git extine 
guiſhes. the Trouk/es nr re Diſap- 
pointments and Lofles, . and prevexrs thoſe 
Fears which the Proſpett of farure Changes 
and Revolutions: is woat'ito create in'us. 
A, Mind that is truly enlighten;gaumd bas 
a9. 4mbition but for Immortality and Glory ; 
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'Whoſe Humility withireterence-to thelt cem- 
forabThings is builg upon.asrze Notionof 
the-Natwe-of| them; rhu Soul has entred 
already into ith Reſbec » This is; the Doctrine 
of our Lord @ndMafter, Mark 24. 28, 29. 
Come unto me-all ye. that lahaur; and-are bet 
EEE Rn 

te Wea nk 0t, yourrown Corndgand Fear, 
that.are fatige'd and; toi/'d/in4be (Deſigns 
and Projects of ,.dwarice and dmbition,. and 
Ib, goue yau-reft.:: Take; 1 yohe! upon you, 
and learnt of me,:for:1 am meek and lowly in 
heart; and ye ſhall find reſt unto your jc 
I nced nos. Ichink here ſhew, that the wore 
we fear and; {ere God, the wore: we {ove and 
admire Him , the anore clear. is the Under- 
ſtanding, andthe more pure the Heart : For 
the more we converſe: with ſolid and- eternal 
Goad,' che more «uſgmficent and rrifling will 
temporal things appear tO us; and the more 
the. Miad' regoiges: iw the Lord, th oftzer 
"tis wr apt up 40to. Heeven, and 'a$-it WEre, 
transfigures 10to '4 more gloriow Being, by 
the: Joy. of the, Spirit, and the drdors- of 
Divine Love, the. more flat.and infipid are 
all. .carthly and.-carnal Satisfations to it. 
Another. Effet that attends our ſbaking-off 
the \Dominion of Sin, and our dewdriog auc 
ſelves to- the Serwice -4 God, -45-0ut being 
parified from guile, The Steins of the poſt 
Life are waſhed off by Repentance- ade 
| Bloo 
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Blood of Jeſu; and the Servanr of God 
contradts no edna ws x els 
j Sin; Nowt he can exſer in- 

ro himſelf, and commune + with his own 
Hearn without'any Vzrefineſs ; he can ro 
oy re and review each dey 
ve a6" 6: Bu without inward ——_— 

break off 4vicioin Courſe ; to 


jb both Terrors and Alurements when 
oy perſuade-to tre is weay and 
ep 


vain no Aﬀfe toms bat what are m/e, and ve- 
; od, wh «ne ks Ra 10 wilh 
increale "grow fronger's 

rear ene far from-meriting R 
proech = Som 0 Arcane own ; Fan 

that they-are ro ſupport it 

all Reproaches from withosr. - Such wi the 
Beauty, ſuch the Pleaſure of 2 welkefſta- 
bliſhed Habi of Righreawſnefi, that it does 
more than ao" the  Diffieulties -to 
which 'cither the 411 cinment or - «2 

Bice of 'it can expoſe # Man. Lafly, He 
thar'is foe from Guilt, is free from Fear roo. 
And indeed chis is the why way t6 get rid 
of «ll our' Fears ; roeduhr nc 3 abing the 
5 God, with fs Fin: the 
Fmt acre eli- 
yt rewkry ws 
oral bo far? God is hls Gly, 
is 
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his Boaſ, 
be for by 
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ms, Devils cannor ber: him 3 7.be fling of 
oo, th of faw'it the 
tveth us the 
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$07 (The Loſt. Hens af Ebrifion Lierey 
Thas Vhotnoleenls.o of .a/l che, 
of. al{,rthe: AG. that Hamen.lVarutc 
when raiſed 49 an Equdlity, with Angels, us 
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Neg ah uf and moſt- endearing Expreſſi« 
onof bawydle/sLove.Andhence it.is that the 
Holy: Spirit in Scriptare deſcribes. is.by:uhp. 
moſt taking and the maſt gdavired thingy upon. 
| Earth; and yer, we canngt batchinktharghis. 
nigs, ha drewn by a Divine Pepcit, mult) 

aitely-/bore of it; For what canpera/. 
pep rae Colonrs dr, pen front: 


rpm is 4 Which phage 

| Pot u-t02juf-and Netionof an. 
Aldrues; ©.navs gt 
Htempt tor Conceptions Qt Wat we: cannot 

op- ETANrOT;: 6} 3 AS 
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and: re: [reins t6-feach do too, 1 con« 
fels ate: often doubted, Whicther"\ our 


ſhould there, as it were, drink at the Four 
tain Head; and being neer and dear to Hin 


inthe higheſt Degree ; ſhould ever flouriſh 


in his-£ 


;" and" exjoy all Good, heap'd+ 
c diiew; and 161 Over. Ithoughr: 
he ers tures might be ek y: retomciled to 
thisfenle; andthe-Incomprehenfible Glory of 
the Divine a Anclin'd metro beheve it 
the! maſt res/orable;, :and-mot caſtly: cc- 
connt able. - Enjoyment, "pre where 
ati\/pfelligent+ Being) 15-the OhjetF 0 it, 
{czem/d'ro 0 inphy ſomething of Proportion, 
ſomething of Equality, ſomeching: of , Fa- 
miliarity. os al! what-Proportion;! 
L- cen there ever be between Finite and > wi 
finite? .W hat Equajary between a poor Crea- 
tute :. his 1 rfible Creator ? W ow 
Eye ry 5 mg of ig'F 
Pa 1:the-very' Light He dwells 
i, wad even the Brjghaweſ: be. 
| Joh y-.15-200 4 . even for 
aphz, for. ought know,.to 
old phat Familiarity Cav. there 
a this-Eernal 3nd Taronceiwable 
[- \-Þ Farorbingf And whea-on thisoceaſion 


7 ak I Tos 


jet# of 'our , Fraitiom:- Or 'only Lha-w- 


—— erm ————— 
—_ — man Errors <R3 "—2 —_ 


i LR, 


wm wet a, pod} 1 re ſence 
Hamen' Nature 1a Mes: and 
away, becauſe unable 'ro-fh | 
of one of their Fellow: creatures , I thought 
my felf in 'a manner obliged to yield; and 
Rand os# no longer againſt x Notion which, 
fering from what was 

revived, ed to have: more o#' on 
its fade, 'and to be -wore inteilipible. Bar 
- when | called to mind; thar does nor 
diſdain , even white we are in a"fare of 
Probation and Humility,' of Infirmiry and 
Mortality, to account us not only his Sey- 
vants and: his People, but bis Friends and 
his Children; 1 began to gque#ion the -for- 
mer Opinion: And when 1 had ſimvey'd 
the go wo Fruitiow, znd the various 
Ways of its little more a7entively, & wholly 
rote it. - For I obſerved ; that rhe Ewjoy- 
ment is moſt tran{porting, where Admirarion 
mingles with our Paton: Where the belo- 
ved 0bje ftands not upon the farne Love! 
with us, but condeſcends to meet's Firne+ 
ous, and- aſpiring, and ambitious Aﬀettion. 
Thus the happy Favourite enjoys @ gr aviow 
Maſter : And thus the Child does: with" ve 
ſpett#ful Love meer the renderneſ; of ' his Pu 
rent; And the Wiſdom and Virrue; which 
ſometimes raiſes fome- ove happy-' Morral 
above the common. fize and height of _ 
kinda, 
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kind, docs not ſurely diminiſh, but increaſe 
the Aﬀetion and the Plesſore of his Friends 
thag, enjoy . him: Ag«n', the Nature of 
Enjoyment varies, according $0 the various 
Faculties of the Soul, and the Sex/es of the 
. 'One way we enjoy Tr#th, and ano- 
ther Goodneſs : One way. Brawty, and ano: 
they ; ww z and {0 on. Theſe things 
conſidered, I ſaw there wes no neceſlity, 
in" order to make. God the Obje# of our 
Fruition, either to bring Him down to any 
thing exworthy of his Glory, or to exalt 
our ſelves to a Height we are utterly uncs- 


poble of, I ealily ſaw, that we, who {ove 


and adore God. here, ſhould when we eater 
into. his Preſence, admire and love him infi- 
nitely more, For God being infinitely amia- 
ble , the wore we contemplate , the more 
clearly we diſcern his Divine Perfetions and 
Beasties , the more mult our Souls be infle- 
med with a Paeſron for Him : And I have 
no reaſon to doubt, but that Ged will make - 
us.the moſt gracious Retwrys of owr Love, 
and expreſs His AﬀeQions for ws, in ſuch 
Condeſcenſions, in ſuch Communications of 
w{clf, as will tranſport us to the wtmof 
Dogies that created Beings are capable of. 
Will not God, that ſbeds abroad his Love in 
our Hearts by his Spirit here, fully /atisfy 
it hereafter ? Will not God who fill us 
know 

nor 


bere with the Joy of his Spirit by, 


i. 
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not what” 1ncowmtrivable ways, communicate 
Himſelf” in © more reviſhing and Foftatich 
manner to us, 'when we {hall behold'hims as 
he is, and live for ever excireled in the 'Urms 
of his Love and Glory? Upon the whole 
then, T-cannor- but believe,” thar the Bex- 
rifiek Viſion will be the Supream Pleaſure of 
Heavy: Yer Ido not think that" rhis is'to 
exclude thoſe of ai inferior Nature. "God will 
be rhere, not only af, but" all. 'We ball ſte 
him as he is ; and we ſhall ſee him refle#ed; in 
Angels, and allthe Tnhabit ahts of Heaven } 
ray, in «the various Treeſores of that Hap- 
py Place Bit in far-more brizhs and lovely 
Charaters than in his Works here below. This 


. is a ſtate, now, that anſwers all Ends,and ſa- 


tisfies al Appetites,let 'em be never ſo various; 
never ſo boundleſs. Temporal Good, nay a 
ſtate accumulated with all temporal Goods, 
has ſtill ſomething defe#:ve.ſomething empry 


in it :' That which is crooked cannot be'made 
* ftraight, and thit which i; wanting cannot be 


#umbred. "And therefore the eye is not 'ſa- 
tified with ſeeing, nor the ear with hearing * 
but all things are full of labour ; Man cannot 


utter it. ' And if this were wot the fate of 


temporal Things, yet that owe Thought" of 
Solomon that he muſt" leave them ,” thakes 
good the Charge of Vanity and Vexation"t 
And the' comtrary is that whic-! compleats 
Heaven ; namcly, that it is Eternal. Were 
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+. were x ee no 


thiok,. the com- 


ad ; 
the. Love of God, and 


of Yelau ? La nya m6 we 
Vemnp ananſarr hn pin 
| =; cape, wag oc 
wy =, it; ap as much 
| rit, 8s it; 15 above our. Com- 
leſan, yr when coalider ,. that 
eraſe is «che &f Tok aa PY 


even 


| eſa; ts "4 Pp the wad Ar 
as. P, g oy his Sufferin Ht thar 
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| ogy tarot. cog bs 2heks ad the 


like  Goſpe/* Argornents , will be found , I 


daubt, impenetrable to all rbers. * [is in vai 


roargae with ſuch a one Rog. natural Topichs: 
aad therefore I will , How 


I ſhould 
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T ſhall lay Hoi'y Te 

For whatever Ady 

the. whole: 

ter here 7 wittt a't 


of thi Life?*Let'us gu 

them, which Sin. une 

the Fear of Death? It diſarm it 

its Sting, and that is For Ale 1 
feet a cicony Ou "NBaris —Y 

por ns eſs, where- 

4n confiſts, the Tk my 2 and Partics- 

pation of the Divine Natur "*Tis the cle. 

fing our ſehves nil tr a? "the 

and ſpirit, and the yeife efs in the 


fear of God," that muſt rravefarms ut from 


glory to gle). | Would we'be Maſters * 
the moſt glorious: Fortunes #-* Tis Ris 


wt- Heirs with Chrift : Tis the Con 
of our Sins," and the abounding in 


ongucf 


works, 
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works ,»that'\ will make :us: rich towards 
Gad;. and: lay #Þ for-us #\/good: foundation 
forthe. life-49; come. | Are, we ambitious of 
Hongwr:? Let, us free. ourſelves: from the 
; ſerwitude\ of vin, - 'Tis: Firtne only , that 
4 

| 


is axhly\ fanaareble and Proiſe-worthy : And 
nothing. ſurely: can entitle us to fo noble 
a Relation 3: for this «fes-us to'Gad. For 
| as. our- $42:iqvr. ſpeaks; they only are :the 
Children. of Abraham, mba do the Works of 
Abraham ;+ the. Children of God; who do 
the Works. of. God, Theſe are they; who 
are born agein::i not of. the will of the fleſb, 
or. of. the will of -man ;: but:of Gad,': Theſe 
are" they, who are incorporated int othe Bady 
of Chriſt 3, and being raved and animated by 
bis Spirit ,..are entitled: to all rhe blei- 
led Effeis: of his Merit. and Interceſſion. 
Theſeare: they, ina word, who: have 
overcome,. and will, one day, fu dows with 
Chriſt is bic. Throne ; even as he alſo 
overcame, and is ſet down with bis Father 
in bis\ Throne, Rev. 3. 21. Good God ! 
How abſurd and perverſe all our Deſires, 
and: Projetts are! We complain of che 
Evils of | the World ; and yet we 
the Cauſes of them, and cheriſb thoſe V;- 
ces, Whole fats! Wombs are ever big 
with. gumerous and intolerable Plagnes. 
We fear Death ; and would get rid of 
this Feer , not by diſarmiag , but ſbarp- 
T 3 uing 
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ning ts \Sting':; wotiby - + bur 
forgetting it." We hove Woaalth and: Tres 
ſore-1 Bur 'tis\that' which-is: Fompor al \not 
Etirgal.” Wo rective Honoav owe bf another ; 
but we ſeek not that which comes” from God 
only. We are fond of  Eofe and: fleafure ; 
and at the ſame rime we wandey from-choſe 
Paths of Wiſdom, which alone "can \bring 
us to. '|For;v1n af word ;\'tis' this' Chrt- 
ftian Liberty: that'makes Men rely free 
Nor'the being im bondage to'4#0: May, but 
to'w0 Sin-4 Not the doing whatwe#f, but 
what we onghe- Tis Chriſtian Liberry that 
makes us» 2ralj great:, and eraly plorions : 
Fort uns ow __——_ Styviceable to 
others, and. Exfytorour ſelves 3 Bent fators 
-- the World q, i and \detrg la ſome ns ; 
"'Ei$\Chriftian Liberty wakes us 1r6ly profpe+ 
rousy;. reoly fortavars j becauſe: it mmakes'us 
rraty happy 'y\ filling. us with joy and peeve, and 

| throng dhe Power 


making us: abouns in hype, 
of the. Holy "Ghoſt 


i | N \ 
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X 7 Hateven Difficulties the DoQtripe of 
or ſeem at leaſt to lameg6.be fo, they will 
got concern ane; who-am: ag further, oþlir 
ged tO it:;-thag as-it 1s an lmpee 
diment of PerfeCtion:z For 4hough there 
de. mueh+; Diſpute [above Original, Si0, 
there: is little or none. about, Qrigioal Cor- 
tion 5 the Reality —_ gona 
acknowledged, though z2#t, the Sins 
fulneſs or: [Immortality of it, becontroverted:. 
And though-thers'be Diverſity, of Opioigns 
concerning«the EffeQs of Original Corrupe 
tion-19 Bternity,! yet ebers is na Doube. at 
all made; but/thiat it inciees and infligates 
us-to attual Si 3. and: is the Seed-plot of 
Human Folly: and Wickednels AY Men, 
1 eng opment deter 66 
P ion. .n- Our- Nature £9+ 

wards the Things of the Warld,- and: the 
Body : - Thaethe ſubordination of the Body 
tothe Soul; and of the Soul xo Gad, wherein 
conſiſts -Rightcoulnels , is fubyerced and 
ovetthrown 1 'That 'we have Apperues 
T4 which 


of Liberty,” as it relates 


which claſh-with, and oppoſe 'the Com- 

mands of God g{ ly whenthey threat- 
en Violence to'our Nature; as'in the Ca- 
ſs of Conkeffion” iagd 'Martyrdom, | but 
alſo 'when they -only prune its Luxurian- 
cy and Extravagarice: That' we do not 
only deſire ſenſitive Pleaſure, bur even 
to 'qhat- that ie hurries and 
tra y iug /es the" Botinds that 
Reaſon ' and Religion ſev us: We have 
not-only 'ar} Av for Painz\and Toil, 
and Death, but: to 'thar Bute,” thar-it: 
us//td renounce God, and our 
Duty: forthe ſake'of Carnal Eaſe, ' and 
Temporal ſafety: And finally, that we 
are- ſo eres WO entertain > Belief of 
revealed Trurtis, fo /prone to terminate our 
Thoughts '0n4- and confine -our: Deſires 
within this viſibte»World'as our Portion, 

and tolook npon ourſelves, no-ocher than 
tho-mortal-and eorraptible Inhabitants of 
ity that ' this makes us ſelfiſh and ſordid, 
proud/and-ambitious;' falſe, ſubtle, 'and: 
contentibus eo- the endleſs Diſturbance of 
Mankind aad-our ſelves. Tharthis, On: 


is the ſtar6of Nature, thatrhiis is the 

ruption we: Labour' undery'\dll»Men 
think; are agreed: And \no wonder ; for 
did'a ' Controverſy ariſe abour:- this, there 
would beno need to Appeatany further for 
che: 'Deciſion'of i i than' to he's own'Ex- 
foil w perience ; 


__— 


to Origmal'Sin.' 


perienc tence ; this would tell every: one"thar 
chovgit is in' Fat; and Reaſon, if we wilt 
coniſule ir, will tell us” why: ir-4s'{6 1 For: 
what other than this can'be the condition” 
of Man, who enters the World-with« at 
Soul-ſo dark and deſtitute of 'Divine Light, 
{> deeply immers'd/ and plung'd into Fleſh 
and Blood, ' ſo:renderly and 1otimately af- 
fe&ted by Bodily Senfations ; 'and* wich a 
Body ſo adapred. and ſuited 'to rhe Things! 
of this World; and faſtned\to:ir-by the 
Charms of Pleafure, ' and rhe Bonds of In-- 
tereſt, Convenience :and/Neceffiry 2 This: 
Account of Original Corruptionagrees ve-. 
ry-well with that St; Pau gives 'us of ir, 
Rom. 7. andelfewhere: And with that Aſ- 
ſertion of our: Loyd 'and Mafer; on which 
he builds che neceflity of Regenerarion by 
Waer and the Holy Spirit, Jobn-3. 6.: That 
which is born of The fleſb, is fleſb ;' and that 
which #5. -theſpirit, is ſpirit. Having 
thus briefly explained; what'T mean/in this 
Chapter by Original Sin, Tam next tocon- 


% 


ſider theſe rwo things. 


rs: 'How far this Diſtemper of 'Nature 
is curable. 97s 
: . Which way 'this Cure is to be'ef- 


As tothe firſt Enquiry, I would nor be 


ungder- 


as are advancedto an Habit of _ 
neſs; / This! being | ink;, 1 
may 0n-good-;ground reſolve, That Origi 
nal Sin-it the: Perfef# Man, may be fo 
reduced and maſtered, as to give- him bur 
very rereand;ffight Diſturbance. This ſeems 
to mecrident from the great 'Chango that 
mult bs wrought'in him who is converted 
from a Sinner intoa Saint; If any Mande in 
Chriſt, the 45's new trexture'© old things are 
paſt away, behold all rhings are become new, 
2 Cor./5..1 7: And itis hard to concave this 
new- Nature, without new Pr 
and Incligations, not: only: different from, 
but repugnant to gur'farmer. Qriginsl and 
Corrupt ones;, or at keal-we mult ſuppoſe 
this new Creation,/ſa far eo have reformed 
and correQedthe Man; that Original Cot» 
ruption has loſt the- Strength: and Force 
which before it had. This will be more 
clear-yet; if we obletve never foſlighely, 
the ſeveral Parts of this great Change, 
Firſt, ''The Soul of anexceltent Perſon is 
filed with an unfeigned and habitual: Sor- 
row for, and Deteſtation of all Sin ; 1 hate, 
faith che P/a/wif" exory: falſe way. _ 
| W 
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| rejga Authority, and endowed with Lighc 


þ :to\Onigunal Sn, \\) 


how inconliftedtis che ſtrength and heatof 

Pre :with..che.Ttats and 
Av of a true Pcbicent ? 'How: tamo 
i8: his Body, how: « the Mind, when 
che Man is poſſeſſed with a firm and holy 
Fadignation againft Sin; when he diſſolves 
inthe-pious Tetdernefs of a contrite Spirit! 
Next, the Soul of & Good Man, is\polleſſed 
with-an ardent :Love of: God, and of Je/ſas ; 
wich s firm Belicf,,\ande ſteady Hope. of a 
bleſſed :Erernicy j with cnlighteded* Eyes 
he beholdsthe Vanity of all cacthly Thiogs, 
andiadmires the Solidicy, the Weight, and 
Duration of - Heavenly Glory : He.is riſen 
with ChriF, and therefore ſceks:iboſe'things 
that 'att-above, where Chriſt fits on the right 
hand of Godt He (has fet his affettions on 
thing s \above,” and not on things on the earth ; 


for he is dequl, and his life is bid with Chriſt 


# God, 'And muſt we nut now luppole 
fuels one cleanſed. and purifed from all 
corropt A ﬀeftions,: when the 'very bene of 
his\Soul  is' quire'anorher way? Muſt we 
—_—_— che Force and Strength of de- 
praved Nature, overpowered and {ubdued 
by theſes: Heavenly AﬀeQtions? How mor- 
—_ fuck a «wg the World and 
ro ' How is the Oppoſition, 
thar, taferiour Nature, can raiſe againit. a 
Mind: inveſted with' ſo 'abſoluce and ſove» 


and 
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and Strength from: above? : Laſtlyg/The 
PerfeQ: Man has ao only: crucified the.In- 
ordioate-and ſinful Luiſts and: AﬀeRtions of 
- the Body; 'but has alſo obtained a great 
Maſtery, even over- the adore: Appetiter 
of it 5 how elſe canit be-that tus. :Defires 
and Hopes are in Heaven ; that he waits for 
the Lord:from thence 5 that he delſires\to; be 
diſſolved and to be with Chrift ; and groan: 
to be rid;of the corrwptible T abernacle of the 
Beay ?: Hethat is thus above the. Body, may 
certainly |be concluded, to. be 'in ſome-4de- 
gree above, even the moſt nateral: Appe- 
rites, He that: has ſet. himſelf free am a 
great Meaſure, even from his Averlion co 
Death, . and in his AﬀeQion at leaſt. very 
much looſen'd the bond; the. knot, that 
unties Soul and Body, : may certaialy. very 
reaſonably:be preſumed to be much. more 
above all-covetous,- ambitious, or- wanton 
Inclinations. Fheſe: are. the Grounds on 
which attribute co the Perfet Man, fo 
high a Degree of Freedom from . Original 
Sin as I do. inthe Propoſition laid; down. 

24%, But yet I do not in the leaſt xbiak, 
thac: the moſt Perfet. Man upon-'Earth 
can {{a;extioguiſh the ſparks of Original 
Corruption, : but-that if -he/do-not keep a 
Watch and Guard-upon-himfelf,, chey wall 
gather (ixength and-revive again-:, And:the 
Reaſon, of this is plain; becaule:/it has a 
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Foundnijewi inour.very Nature: Phe Di- 


fi the Exiſtence of Original. 
n in-0s afrer- Baptiſm; or. Rege- 
neration, is, merhinks, a-very needleſs one : 


Pg about the 'Notion we'ought to 
'of ir, that is,” whether;ie'be pro- 

borly Sh -or riot!” this”! is x 'Contention 
about: Words; for': what ſignifies! ic by: 
what Name-we call this Remainder of Ori- 
ginal Pravity., when all granr';-that the 
Srain and -Gvilt of it, is waſhed off and 
pardoned ? But-if ir be about-ehe Force 
and'Efficacy of ir, this indeed isa Contro- 
verſy/of ſome-Moment ;. but avery fooliſh 
cavtidone fide :1:Forto what purpoſe can 
it be, to ne? a-great many ſubtil and puz- 
Mi feces againſta; Truth, that- every 
n feels and:experiments at-one time or 
other? Upon the whetechen, | may thus de- 
Liberty of the Perfet Man with 
to Original Sin; He has morriped it, 
'nor utrerly exrirparedir; herhas /ub- 
ack it; though not exterminered it; and 
therefore he is not only free from linfol and 
inordinate Luſts and Aﬀetions,” but allo, 
ter- meaſure than other Men, 
Infirmities and Irregularities 
which are, asit were, the ſtruglings and 
Ebullicions of Origioal Sin, nor-yec ſuffi. 
ciently. tam'd. | He has advanced his Vi- 
Qory very far, even over his natural Appe- 
rites 3 
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rites ; "He has" no fironger: Tactinaticin fot 
the Body jor for' the: World; amd the: 
200 ir; than'ſuct/agbecomena:Moiy 
poſſeſſed with's deep ſen{yofi the 
weed of this'World; 4nd the Bleiſctineſs 
of "another;-/ The Worlds 5 in a 
gree cracified" to! hinty” and! he counts''all 
of 


things butidung add-droſs in 
with the*Excellency'of the know 
Chrift”Jeſus' His Lord” His' Sorrows and 
his'Joys, "his Deſires andhis-Fears;' berthe 
mating 'never {o juſt of lawful, |paistnor 
Fe ſi > Cds kind 
He deſires without Þ "Cares. 
comrives , yo whe , Without 
Anxiety orvollicieude j tious with+ 
. he is failwarhs 
; ue Plez+ 


our Fear and. 1 or Defrgs 


+5 Coontuto th reciting 


that he is in che Body; 'in the Body, 
whoſe tites /will-{oon paſs wen 
their due nds;''if he be 


careleſs: He muſt remember that he is Sie 
immutably holy, his Underſtanding is aot 
{d clezr end'brighr, "bur chat ir may be de- 
ceived; nor the Bent of' his Aﬀettions fo 
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hand pls, 0 fer lags Fas 
« hus 
have I ſtated che: Curtableneſ# df our Ori- 

o' © ak chink;/'I have: 


[avon erp Tres wm Br 


thac Clauſe ie NinthcArmnictel of our 


cal Sin thus: por rnpinr rw ve 


acth remain, yea, Soi rip ck 


he ire in re 

'thac the ate 

Kg are Ins 
Laftings ; which; on ſuppoſal,”that the 
Pecfatt we 10 eer we thought-upon by 
the $ oF this Article, 1 ts 10 


ay thing Lhave detivered, 
tO aroma A ee Sn no more 


conceraing the' Curcableneſs of ' Original 
Cotruption, 'than what is neceffary to ſe- 
cure the Jareref of Holineſs, as well as the 
Honour of the: Word nnd Spirit. 1 have 
too often nos con obſerve, that = 
ſtating our Obligation to reduce Origina 
Corruption eoo-laxly, miniſters'not a little 
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may noc(icdown'con- 


-and-never. ad- 


or Origins] Nature,:oc: Nature 10 that 
State in which it caters the-/World::/:* Tis 
I doubt, a very bard}, thing-to.\find bur 
one arrived aCany maturity;of Yearssin 


* whom' Nature is the {ame;ching now.thar 


it, was /in,gte: Womb : or. the Cradle j140 


whom there arz ad worle Propenſions than 
what 
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what neceſſarily flow from the Frame-and 
Compo :of | his Beiag-:/ » Alas |/\our 
wlmprorad by £16 Felccipe 

riaciples 

os Coli Caltorn ; by 2 carcle lien 
tion, ' and' by the Blandiſhments and Infi- 


nuations of the World :. Andevery Mag.is 
ſo partial to-himſelf, that che is- very :wil- 
ling to have his DefeQts and Errors paſs un» 
der the Name of Natural and Unavoidable 
ones, becauſe this © Apes ce" 
own Apology. _ This is a fatal Error, and 
continues Men' in their Vices ; nay, gives 
them/peate- in them too, to Pre 
End :* For why ſhould not a Man forbear 
attempting what he deſpairs of effefting ? 
To prevent which, I earneſtly defire my 
Reader / to conſider , that all who have 
treated this Do&rine of Original Sin with 
any Solidity''or : Prudence!, do (carry. the 
or agg Ag leaſt, :as''T- have done: 
They teach not only chat-Origioal Cor- 
ruption may be Pros 4 and Lop'd, buy that 
it may. be cut down, mortified, and dried wp. 
Thart.fince no Man can afſure 'himſelf how 
rb he i175 advance his Conqueſt over his 
tion, andthe Intereſt of 
ever Ma s$Safety and Glory obliges him 
poor” > Gahting: again he can, he mult never 
| it, while ic fights 
— him, me i liace = Us Sin yy 
ar 
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far mortal as it /is- voluntary; and-has as 
much-Guilt in-ig as Freedom ,every,Man 
otipht 'to be'extremely jealous, leſt he: be 
ſubje&'ro any vicious Iaclination;/ithat is 
1n reality the Produ&, not of Natiire, but 
of 'Choice-iAndlaftly, ſince though much 
leſs than Habituzl Goodneſs may conſtitute 
a Mag in-aſtate of Grace, yet nothing leſs 
cag produce Perfeftion, or a conftanc Aﬀſu- 
rance of Eternal Happineſs; therefore no 
Man -ought to:3acquieſce , while he fees 
himſelf ſhort: of this; and every Man 
ſhould remember, that his Good 

co'conliſt in a Habit of thoſe Virtues to 
which he is by Nature the moſt. averſe. 
I have now diſpatched my firſt Enquiry, 
and reſolved how far Original Sin'is cura- 
ble. The nexris, $16 


$. 2.' How this' Cure may /be | effeQed; 
in grams Por Original Righnoalack 
in general; For if Or 
colts, as I think/it cannot be doubted, in 
the Subordination'of- the Body to the Soul, 
and the Soul-ro God ; and Original Cor- 
ryption, in'the Subverſion of this Order ; 
then the Cure muſt conſiſt in reftoriag this 
Subordination , by the weakning and redu- 
cing' the: Power” of ' the Body ,. and by. 
quickning and ſtrengthaning the Mind, and 
{o re-eſtabliſhing! its Sovereignty and Ay» 
thority. 
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| . | The Scriptures accordingly let us 
know that this is the great Delign of Reli- 
gioh, and thegreat Buſineſs of Man, -1 Cor. 
9. 25. And every man that firrveth for the 
maſtery, is temperate'in all things. ' Now they 
ao'it to obt ain'a'torraptible cravis;. but we an 
incorruptible. - And this St. Pvt illuſtrates 
and explains by his own le, in the 
following Words : 1rherefore ſd ran, not as 
wncertainly ;-ſo fight I, not 'as ont that beat- 
eth the air: Bur | heep under my: body, and 
bying ' it into ſubjettion. The Preference 
giver ro the /Cares and Appetites of the 
Body, of of the Mind, is the diftioguiſh- 
ing Charaer which conſtitutes and de- 
monſtrates''/Man either Holy or Wicked : 
They that are of the fleſb, do mind the things 
of the fleſb ;/ and they that are of ' the Spirit, 
the things of the Spirit, Rom. 8.5, And 
the Threats ofthe Goſpel belong co the 
Servants of 'rh&Bieſh, irs Promiſes to the 
Servants of 'the Spirit: For if yefive after 
the fleſh, ye ſhall the; but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds. of ' the body, ye 
we, Romi8. 13. Fe that ſoweth to 
his flefh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption ; but 


he that ſoweth 10'the Spirit, (ball of the Spi- 


rit reap life everlaſting, Gal. 6.8. Igrant 
that in theſe” places and elſewhere very 
commonly, as by the Spirit is' meant the 
Mind ealightened and —_ by the m_ 
2 0 
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of God ; hs Body or Feſhis mean 


our inferior 3 not juſt ſuch as is, pro- 
ceeds out of the Womb, bue- as-it-is fur- 
ther wot by a Carnes Van 


Conver However fince 

the Seed or-Root of Y; or Culloms 
ry Corruption, thele Bom mor 

and di ſerve tothe C 


ad dey cog ſerve oh Ca —_ 
ledg'd. \ "This then is the great - of 
Man, this is the great End-which heis al- 


ways to- have in his.'E ING 
— © peo ting it $0 ks 
Reaſon of Here the Chriſtian 


Wartremuſt bein and:hereend ; for he 
who has he Body, with the Luſts 
and  AﬀeCtions thereof, "hos entred into 
Reſt, asfar as- this: Life is capable of it: 
He. that lays the Foundation, of Morals 
here,. does build. upon a Rok; and he that 
here puſhes-his Succeſs to the-utmoſt Point, 
has reached the higheſt;Round ip the Scale 
of - PerfeQtion', and given. the finiſhing 
Strokes to Holineſs and. Virtue. - This I 
fay then ;. He that will be free, muſt lay 
down as a general Rule: to himſelf, from 
which he! muſt refolve never to ſwerve, 
Thar he.is by all rational and poſſible Me- 
thodsto diminiſh the Strength and. Autho- 
rity of the Body , and increaſe that of the 
Mind. By this we ought to judges the 

onve- 
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Convenicaces or. Inconveniences of our 
Worldly' Fortuges ; by this we are to de- 
termine of the Innocence or Malignity of 
 Actions;bythis weare to form and eſtimate 
our Acquaintance and Converſation,and by 
this we are to judge of the Bent and Tenden- 
cy of ourLives;by this we are to regulate our 
Diverſions ; by this we may reſolve of the 
Nature and Degree of our-Þleaſures, whe- 
ther lawful,whether expedient, or not: And 
in one word, by this we may paſs a true Sen- 
tence upon the Degrees aad Meaſures of 
our Natural Aﬀ/eQions. There are many 
things that are .in their own nature indiffe- 
rent enough, that prove not ſo-to me; and 
there is ſuch a Latitude in the Degrees and 
Meaſures of Duty and Deviations-from it, 
that it is a very hard matrer-in feveral Caſes 
to define nicely aad ſtrictly whar is lawful 
or unlawful : But I am ſure, in all Caſes 
this is a wiſe and fafe Rule, that we are to 
aim at the irengthning the Authority 'of 
our Minds, andthe weakniog' the Force 
and Power of our carnal Appetites. By 
conſequence, every Maa ought to examine 
himſelf by what Arts, by what PraQtices 
the Light of his Underſtanding comes to 
be obſcured, the Authority of his Reaſon 
weaken'd, and the Tenderneſs of his Con- 
ſcience to be ſo much blunted 'and..warn 
off : And when he has diſcovered thjs; he 
U 3 muſt 
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muſt avoid theſe things as Temptations 
and Snares ; 'he muſt ſhun theſe Paths, as 
thoſe that lead to Danger and Death ; and 
whatever he finds to have acontrary Ten» 
dency, theſe are the things that he muſt do, 
theſe are the things that he muſt ſtudy , 
contrive, and follow. How happy would 
a Man be, how perfe&' would he ſoon 
w, if he did condu@t himſelf by this 
ule ? How little need would: he have of 
outward Comforts ; how little value 
would he have for Power and Honour, 
for the State and Pride of Life ? How little 
would he hunt after the Pleafares of Senſe ? 
What Peace ſhould he mainrain within , 
when he ſhould 'do nothing that were re- 
pugnant to the Reaſon of his Mind ? What 
Joy and Hope' would he abound with , 
when he ſhould have ſo many daily Proofs 
of his Integrity, as the" living above the 
Body would 'give him? And how would 
all this ſtrengthen and exalt the Mind; 
what Flights would it take towards Hea- 
ven, and how invincible would it prove 
to all Temptations ? Happy and Perfett 
that Man, who has the Kingdom of God 
thus within him, whoſe Life is hid with 
Life ſhall eppear, he lf hall appenr with 
fe ſhall appear, he a appear wit 
him in Glory. This is a cotictalecation 
Rule, and if well purſued, ſufficient —_ 
c 
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ſelf rodo the Work I am here aiming at: 
But that it may be more ecafily reduced co 
PraQice, I think it aot amiſsto take amore 
particular View 'of it: Aad then it:may 
be reſolved into thele two: 

1. We mult lay due Reſtraints upon the 
Body. + | | 
2. We mult invigorate and fortify:the 
Mind, partly by the Light of the Goſpel, 
and the; Grace of the Holy Spirit ; and 
partly by accuſtoming it toretire and with» 
draw it ſelf from the Body. 


$. 1. As to the Reſtraints weare to. lay 
upon the: Body, what-they are, we cafil 
learn from the Scriptures: For Firſt, Th 
expreſly forbid us to gratify the Luſts and 
AﬀeCtions of the Fleſh ; and that not only 
becauſe they are injurious to our Neigh» 
bour, and a diſhonour to our holy Profefſi- 
on, but alſo becauſe they bave an ill Influ- 
ence upon the Strength and Liberty, the 
Power and Authority of the Mind. Dear- 
ly beloved, I beſeech you as ſtrangers and pit- 
grims, abſtain from fleſbly luſts which war 
againſt the ſoul, 1 Pet. 2.11. And who- 
ever enters into the account of things, 
will cafily diſcern this to'be erue : There 
is a Deceitfulneſs in Sin, a Senſuality in 
Luſt :: Who ſees not that there is more Ar- 
tration in-the Pride and Oſtentation of 
| U 4 Life, 
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Life, than ia- the Simplicity and Plainneſs 
of it? That there is more Temptation and 
Alluremeat in Riot and Luxury, than in 
Frugality and a Competency? That the 
Imagination of a So/omon himſelf cannot 
but -be wretchedly abuſed, if he give it 
leave to wander and wantoa in Variety? 
Ina: word, If the Mind follow a'Carnal 
or: Worldly Appetite and Fancy in all its 
Exceſles and uches, it will ſoon find 
it ſelf miſcrably-inflaved and intoxicated 3 
it will be wholly in'the Intereſt of the Bo- 
dy, and wholly given up to the Pleaſures 
of it. Secondly, Though the Scripture 
do not prohibit ſome Srates or Conditions 
of this Life, which ſeem as it were more 
nearly allied to, or at leaft-wiſe at leſs di- 
ance from the Laſts of .che Fleſb, than 
others are, yet it forbids us to cover and 
perſae them. Thus St. Pasl, Rom. 12. 16. 
Mind not high things. The Apoſtle does 
not here obligeany Man to degrade himſelf 
beneath his Birth, or to fly from thoſe Ad- 
vantages which God's Providence and his 
own Merits give him a juſt Title to ; but 
certainly: he does oblige the Chriſtian not 
to aſpire. ambitiouſly to. Great "Things, 
Nor fondly to pride himſelf in Succeſſes of 
this kind. - So when a little after he com- 
mands 'us' i» honour to prefer one another, 
certainly he does not teach how — 
| ut 
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_ bow'to AR ;- not how _— _ 
ompliment; but how to deport our ſelves 
conſpraunt to thoſe* Notions with which 
Charity'rowards.our Neighboury and Hu- 


_ mility cowards our'Selves ought to inſpire 


us. * Thus again, we are not forbidden to 
be rich ; no' man is bound to' ſtrip himſelf 
of thoſe Poſſeflions which he is born'to, or 
to ſhut out- that Increaſe ' which God's 
Bleffing-and his own Diligence” naturally 
bring in: But we are forbid to rhirſt after 
Riches, 'or to value our ſelves upon them, 
and commanded to be conrent: with thoſe 
things that we have'; and if 'God' bleſs us 
with Wealth, to enjoy it with Modeſty and 
Thankfulneſs, and diſpenſe it with Libera- 
lity, 1 Tim. 6.6;7,8, 9, 10. Godlineff with 
coment ment is great gain ; for we brought no- 
thing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out; and having food and rai- 
ment, let us be therewith content. But they 
that will be rich, fall into temptation, and 4 
ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſfts, 
which drown men in deſtrution and perdition. 
For the love of' money is the root of all evil, 
which while ſome coveted after, they have er- 
red from the faith, and pierced themſehves 
through with many ſorrows. Ver. 17,18, 19. 
Charge them that are rich in this world, that 
they be not high-minded , nor traft in uncer- 
tain riohes, but in the living God, who giveth 
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rich imgood works, 

bute, willing to communicatt « Laying 
foore for _ elves s good foundation: accnf 
the time to come, tht they muy lay 
eternal life. And to multiply no more Io- 
ſtances of Reſtraints of. this or che like na+ 
ture, 'thus:we ought to ſtand affeted to- 
wards Prajſe-and Reputation, Intereſt nnd 
Power, Beanty, Strength, &c. We-mult 
neither betoo intent upon them, nor enjoy 
them with too much Guſt and SatisfaQti- 
on ; for this is that Diſpaſition which ap» 
pears to/me to ſui beſt withthe Spirit and 
Deſign of the Goſpel, and with the Nature 
of ſuch-things as being of a middle fort , 
are equally capable of -being either Tem- 
ptations or Bleffings, Inſtruments of Good 
or Evil. 

zaly. The Scripture regulates and bounds 
our ne#r/ and neceſſary Appetites , not (0 
much by nicely defining the exe# Degrees 
and Meaſures withia which Nature muſt 
be firitly contained , as by exalted Exam 


ples. of, By Enbort ations to. a Spi os 
Pare, and He ny 164 mee 

Lord and Maſter to me to gre ſom 
check-to the ſtream of \Natural 
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on them which {as abows him,. and. /aid, Be- 
hold my mother end: my doors : For who- 
ſeever ſhall do the will of God, the. ſame is 
my brother, | and. my ſiſter, and mother. To 
which words of ;qur Lord I may joia thoſe 
of Se: Pani, Henceforth know we, na man 
car the fleſh, — yet now henceforth know we 

im no more, 2 Cor. 5. 16. The Anſwer 
of our Lord to a Diſciple who: would have 
deferr'd his following him, till he had bu- 
ried his Father, Marth. 8. 21. and to him 
who begged leave to go and bid farewell 
firſt to hus Relations and Doameſticks, Luke 
9. 61, does plainly countenance. the Do. 
QrinelI here advance ; and ſo does St. Paul, 
1'Cor. 7. 29. ſo often cited by me, . Nor 
that our Saviour or his Apoltles did evec 
account our natural AﬀeQions wzc:0»s and 
impure ; for "tis a Vice to be without them, 
Rom. 1. 31. Not that they weat about to 
diminiſhor abate, much leſs to cancel the 
Doi On. them: No; (They 
only prune the lancy of antaught Na- 
ture, and corre the Fondaeſſe ay lr 
ties of | Animal Laclinations, Our Natural 
AﬀeQtions may entangle and cpſlave us, as 
well as unlawful and. irregular ones, if we 
lay no Reſtraiat upon them.. Religion in- 
deed makes them the Seeds of Virtue, bur 


without it they eaſily berray us into Sin and , 


Folly, For this reaſon I doubt not, leſt” 


under 
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under'pretence of ſatisfying our moſt Na- 
tural and' | Appetites ,. we 
ſhould be enfoared into the Love of this 


World, and"eritangled in-che Cares of it;. 


our Saviour forbids us totake thought! for 
to-morrow, even for the Neceſſaries of to- 
morrow, what we ſball ext, and what we fball 
drink, and wherewithal we ſball be cloathed, 
Math. 6. © Theſe are the Reſtraints laid 
upon the Body in Scripture; which if an 
Man obſerve, he will ſoondiſcern himſelf 
as far purified and freed from Original Cor- 
ruption, as Human Nature in this Life is 
capable of. And that he may ; 


$. 24/3. He muſt fortify and invigorate 
the Mind. And this muſt be dene two 
ways. Firſt, By neg it with the 
Knowledge of the Goſpel, 'and the Grace 
of the Spirit. Secondly, By withdrawing 
it often the Body. As to the former 
Branch of this Rule, the Neceffity of it is 
apparent : 'Since the ſtate of Nature is ſuch 
as has before been deſcribed, we ſtand in 
need not only of Revelation to enlighten us, 
bur alſo of Grace to ſirengthen us; of the 
former to excite us to exert all the Force 
and Power we have; 'of the latter to'ena-» 
ble us todo that which our Natural Force 
never can effet. It cannot be here expeQ- 
cd thar I ſhould treat of the Operation of 
the 
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the Spirit, and the Ways of obtaining it 


ieving , and qu t;; this w 
min a peculiar "Treatiſe. I will here 
only obſerve ,. That 'tis the Work of the 
Spirit to repair in ſome degree at leaſt, the 
Rains of ay art to relify Natnre; to 
mprove our Egculties, and to smwprint 10 us 
the, Divine Image :: That Mateation and 
Prayer, ; anda. careful, Conformity to. the 
Divine Will, obtain and increaſe the Grace 
of the Spirit: Thar Negligence and 


pre» 
ſi . Wickednels grieve and cxtin- 

7 pag Weeyces ode ge 
ſel, I ſhall; aoe need; to lay much here, I 
have conſidered this matter in the Chapter 


of Illumination, and will ooly obſerve 
That the Dodtrines of the Goſpel are ſack 


as if they be thoroughly .imbibed, do ef- 
aa eat us above a ſtate of Natere, 
and ſet: us free. from the Power and Preva- 
lence of our- Original -Corruption. Were 
we | but. once. perſuaded, That we are 
Strangers aad Pilgrims upon earth: That 
all Carnal Gratifications do war againſt the 
Soul : That our Souls are properly our 
ſelves, and That our firſt Cares are to be 
for them: That God is himſelf our Sove- 
reign Good, and the Fountain of all infe- 
rior Good :; 'That our PerfeQion and Hap- 

ineſs conſiſt in the Love and Service of 

im ; That we have a mighty Yoo. 
who 
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who orice” tied' for us, and*ever lives to 
make Interceffion'for us !i That « Hngdom 
incorruptible and uniefilet,” and' that falleth 
not away, 1s reſerved in hteven for all meek, 
faithful,” and holy Souls; 'Were we, I'fay, 
bat* once thoroughly perſuaded of theſe 
Truths, with What Vigor would they iitt- 
pregnate onr Minds? How'tkeat would be 
the Conyidiotis of Conſcience? How' un- 
controulable” che Authority of Reaſon? 
How ſtrbng the InſtinQs 20d” Propentſions 
of rhe Mind 'rowards Rightegofneſs/and 
Virtoe? [Theſe would "alienate the Mind 
from rhe World" and the Body, and curn 
the Bent of it another way ; "theſe would 
igfpire it with other Deſires antf Hopes; and 
Ms it form different Projefts from what 
it had before; Ol things art don: away,” avid 
all things are "become new. The ſecond 
Branch of this' ftcond particolar Rule'is, 
That we muſt accuftom our ſelves to retite 
frequently from the Commerce and'Con- 

verfarion of the 'Body. Whether the eat- 

ing the forbidden” Pruir did open to' the 

Mind new Scenes of Senſuatiry which tt 

thonght not of, and fo called it down from 

the. Serenity and Heights of a more pure 
and contemplative Lite, to participate the 

turbulent Pleaſures of Senſe, immerſing it 
as it were by this means deeper into rhe 
Body , I pretend not to judge. Bur *ris 
Cer= 
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'o certain a too too intimate Conjunttion of 
os the Mind with the Body, and the f(atisfa- 
th Qions' of it, does very mucty debafe' it. 
c "Tis our'great unhappineſs, that the Soul is 
', always in the Senſes, and the Senſes are al- 
oh ways upon the- World ; we converſe with 
the World, we talk of che World, we think 
of the' World , we projeQ for the World ; 
and what can this produce, but & carnal and 
worldly frame of ſpirit? We muſt meditate 
Heavenly Things; we muſt have our Con- 
verſationiin Heaven; we muſt accyſtom our 
ſelves to':inward and Heavenly Fleaſures, if 
we will have Heavenly Minds: We muſt let 
noday paſs, wherein we muſt not withdraw 
our ſelves from the Body, and ſequeſter our 
ſelves from theWorld,that we may converſe 
with God and our own Souls. This will 
ſoon enable us to diſdain the low and beg- 
garly-ſacisfaftions 'of the ontward Man, 
and-make'us long 'to be ſer free from the 
weight of this corruptible Body, to breathe 
in' purers Air, -and take our fill of refined 
and ſpiritual Pleaſure. ' T have inſifted thus 
ofthe Cure of Original Sin, nor only 
becauſe it is the Root of all our Miſery, 
but” alſo becauſe there is ſuch an Affinity 
between this and the Sin of Infirmiry, 
which I am next to ſpeak to, that the ſame 
Remedies may be preſcribed to both ; fo 
that I am already eaſed of a part of the 
Labour 
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304 Of- Laberty,- as it relates 
Labour which:I muſt otherwiſe have un- 
dergnneyn the following; Chapter.;:. 4; - 
am-now by the Laws of my awn Me- j $S; 
thod obliged ro conſider; the: Efei#s.of. this || ng 
Branch, of. Chriſtian Liberty in the: Perfet® || ſe 
Man, and to, ſhew \what/Influeace;it bas || ſc 
upon; his Happinefs, | But having. \Se#.ax; || th 
Chap. 4 di at- large. of che ſubſcr- 
viency. of. PerfeQion..t0 -our Happineſs; 
and in SedF. 2..Chap. 3. of the happy Bffedts 
of Chriſtian | Liberty;-in--general, L have 
the leſs" geed to ſay here--on: this 
Head: 'Yer'I cannorwholly forbear ſaying 
ſomerhing of ic. | The Conqueſt aver Ort 
ginal Corruption, ſuch as I have deſcribed 
it, raiſes Man to the higheſt pitch of Per» 
fetion -that our - Nature'/is capable of ; 
makes him approach be neareſt that:Mor- 
tality can, to the; Life of 3% aa and 
plants bim oa the Mount of God, where 
_ Grace, .ang Joy, and Glory, ſhinesalways 
on-him with more direCt and ſtrong Rays. 
Now is Virtue -#rly. Lowely , and: truly 
Happy ; now the Aſſurance of the Miad 
is never interrupted, its, Joy never over- 
caſt; it enjoys a perpetyal Calm withia, 
and ſparkles with a peculiar - Luſtre- that 
cannot be-counterfeited, cannot be equall'd; 
Some faint and partial Reſemblance, Icon» 
feſs, of this Virtue, or, rather of this Stats 
or Conſummation of it, have I, though 
very 
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very y rarely, ſeen i in ſome maſterly rokes. 
of Nature. - I have obſery'd-in ſome that 
Sweetnels of Temper, in others that Cold- 
neſs and oluge Commend over them» 
ſelves wi to the Pleaſures, and id 
ſcveral that innate Modeſty and Humility, 
that natural Indifference for the Power , 
Honout, a9d Grandeur of Life, that I could 
ſcarce farbear pronouncing, That they had 
ſd far each,of: themieſcaped the Contagion 
of Original Corruption, and could nor but 


leſs and lave'them.: Bur after all, there. is 


a vaſt. difference-betweeothefe Creatures of 
Natare, and-thoſe of- yore The PerfeQion. 
of the one/is cophin'd. to, Gi ar chat parti+ 
cular Diſpoligian, buc that of che other is in 
its degree:univerſal:. The PerfeQion of.che: 
oge has indeed.as much Charm. in jt avppre: 
Nature cag have ; ;but the other has a mix 
ture of. (omething Divige.jn ic; it bas an. 
i tn Ty i adds ſomerbing 
of Sacredpeſs and Mejef 120 'it , [that:Nar 
e's ar par The. F rteQion/.of the one.js_ 
y.t0.its ſelf, and amiable to othens ; 


S " enfeQion of the otber is. Joy and; 
Glory within, and commandsa Veneration: 
as well as, Love from alhit, converſes with. 
Bleſſed State-}--whea ſba]lI;gitaio: thy love- 
Hy ! when ſhall enter-1oto thy 

ivine: Reſt }.,when ſhall-I'arrive at 4by 
Securitygithy Thaſwal 1 va 
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T5 controye 
1s there which = is gt whe 
Wiltzbas ry 
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ever conſtant , ' ever raiſed ? Ba" 1s = 
Faith that phos Og! un, des 


the:Love that has 

the, Hope: that (gg Hays 49it.! co F 
the Stare w an 4 not liable to: Jenoraxce, 
Inadvertency ” Serpriſes , ep nt Where 
is the | a. Relaency, n0 
nes 00 <2 oy \ Fhip is 2 ruth 
) the: ; Men, will or..no, they 
canaot huſs but feel ; the Confeſſions of 
the Holieſt of Men hear Witneſs to it. And 


_ the Ss of..the Quakers, to & Sinleſs 


by. that Anſwer, one of the moſt eminent 


Oar : makes to: an Otyetion, which 
ith og- and. alſy- 
ming an pa : {elves Infallibility and nor 


end ft mag Gor kd bel of 
berry, nope 


Chis ut to deſert arid 
Pohl upon hn 


their "Cauſe? . J is plain 
of Fatt, that che moſt 
are not without EM 


,;is abundantly confuted | 
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71. 
of the Scriprure*, we 
: 'vy Wi 
ſo getierally* yhtderſtand'b 
rate Traoffreffion of the Liw of G 
it will be very difficult"to" Lace” many 
Texts whettln the Word $j#'.aled in any 
other ſenſs. "Asro Legal Pollutions; gh: 


ties fs ih Lafirmitits ; and Ria or 
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not. much*.confidered, the matter. But 
to 'Morat ones, T;am'in forme Degree 
derit,” that the word Sin doe peer 
hify ſuch” Tranſgreffion as 

pet Covenahr' is .puniſhable"w Dit; 
and rarely} doegit occur , #9" other ſoft; 
I fay razely , for, if 1'be gibt much. miſta- 
ken, the' Tia ure does famtffme; call thole 


Infirmitis Tam'now ral Sins. But; 
if It did tot? "Tis plaihi Thar eye- 

izrion'from' the Exwof God, i it 
urrence of the Will in it, is 
in ftri Pao GarkEic a ris as plain 
that the Scriptare does ly give ts 
fach Deltrhuiots and Charafters, and ſuch 
Ntmes of "theſe Sins of Infirriity ,.as da 
oblige us both to Rtrive' and watch againſt 
chem”, and repent' of them, For It calls 


. Fhem Spocs , Errors , aa Slips and 


3 the 


"£5 


—= 
an 


. 


£ 


IF 


AE. 
85 


B , 


2 
\ 
C 
{ 
| 
t 
t 
2 
] 
] 
: 
i 
| 
| 
1 
| 
{ 


_ 2 


— E__———— 


—— CR 


te Sing of Infinity —@ 31k 


wy 9 w———_ _— — ” —_— -—— 


E311 of Dll, as'it  yelates 
| Slips.” And'accord "there" fs nor - an de 
Lite which we hive F reno Won _ of 
thre, how excellent ſever the Perſon be, th 
but we'meer with foe of theſe os hol 
as 'will appear from thoſe * | Toftan- 
ces I'ſhall 'produte';- when: F' ro-de- 
feribe the Natuit'sf: theſe Sins." Ang cer- 
tainly” "when'D Dad Ays'of himfelF, 
Sins are' more in wumber than prom es 
= ane ſhall interpri Boop Kiy 
rea br Preſunmipruous's ns; boty 
{& the*Scriprures', 4 bifelr” acquiir 
; except/in the matter'of 'V/Hh;"and 
Nat wrong'the Memory df "David, ma-' 
king him'a Prodigy 'of Wicketneſs ; in. 
ſtead ofa" Saifit; © Nor 'does"rhir make! 
afy thing” againſt 'me'; 'which he'adds in 
the next Words/'My bebt fal#-mes; r that 
in* rhe" foregoing? Verſe”, Mine""Iniquities 
hive rakth bold ugon me , fo that'T um ndt 
_ EN hs 
«lmift here" has regard'only't6 Sins 
6f Infirmity exclyfively of ottiers _— he' 
reckohs all rogether, 4#nd = | 
aj by the 6ther ; , pk of 
all Tow far- enltnabed.? 6r 'do 
T4: Secondly , interefs my ſelf - hete-in- that 
| betweei! Proteſtants "and. Pdpiſts, 
Whether Sins of 'Infirnvity ate not"dimina- 
blein" their* 'own Nature, 'though not im- 


Puted un under tho Covenant of Grace? _ 
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a6}. Laft -exarnine what'h vat Heap 
f'Sins bf Tofirinity ray amount'fo, though 
che vil of rhis'or that alotie were nor fo 
faral, © 1 Rk then, F'tbink , proved the 
matter \in Queftiog*; having freed, 'both 
fre Ye Ex of Mankind ond the 
Wi the beſt Mes Yar their 

Hes 4rld - Ard thit"theſs 
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SET + prone. finee is 
'by*ariy, char Fknow of,”; and 
faybe ealily env gh made our; fi what 
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Fe andy Tn or Damnable ans. 
ke in Led wo. may 9 Aiogal: Hu- 
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ago: þ pan -are” 'ARtions p ey and 
B ru fined ical de 
dee; ten A Nie Law ” which 


ater iy Oppdſirion'ts Ee 
Rem6nftrances of & He knows: 
ELD BEE 
rude'an t'; 'not' 

rant'of* bo denouneet''ax I 
it; afd yet. he ventures upon it's, 
plaidly Mortal,”Daminable Sin, and I-can-' 
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$ 2:-uhink, that an Circumſtance or Pro 

pak AtEVET can render it Veaial, And 

thecofor | malt be rdoged, i 1 canaox ve this 
[0] Q-, W 

the ſmalnefs & the Matter, te Relabage 

of Conſcience , or 4 ys 
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Ri uſyeſs, and Heaven. But if a Man 
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my ſelf ,* that 'T ſhould provoke God, 
if paſſing thorough a Field of my Neighy 
bour's* Corn'"or Peaſe, "Tt ſhould © pull 
off an Eaf or -Cod”; or paſſing 
his Orchard, ſhould cap! pple, - "The 
Notion I hiave of God, anthe | great End 
and Deſign” of his Laws"; will not"ſi 
me tq entertain ſuch trifling}, weak; 
ſyperſtitſous” Fancies. * ; There 1 catinor 
but take notice'of two Things,” which = 
much orplizith Mindsof Peo- 
ple; that 1s, ati'Idle Worlt,ng Jeſting *Con- 

cerning both Which, *cis very-plain', "Thar 
ſuch are miſerably miftaken'; and” that 
be $99 on DT Oe 

and ſuperſtitious make 'them' 
"This, 1 fay , on fuppoſicion'rhar by 
Fle word, they'm mean oaty ſuch Talk,/ as 
does not rent?'to 3*and Vole: 
ring only ont _ Ton rim. 
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tion bf bur Lord',"was 
, t Of belch'F'out” 
oiir: "Lord 
Hl (Begin "hy (aki Idle World, 


we inuſt underſtand” © wicked one , * 
ceeding 
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ceeding from a corrupt and naughty Heart ; 
and "eending as direaly to 6 de Im- 
piety;..as gracious and wholſome Diſcourſe 
does to. protnore Edification. © This is evi- 
dent from we: 25: 4 good man}, out of the 
good titeſwre of the heart , bringeth forth 
gong. 7 s ; and, an evil man, out of the 
evil treaſuye  bringeth forth evil things. 
And ver. 37. for by thy words thou ſbalt be 
juſtified, and by thy words thou" ſbalt be con- 
demned. By Jeſfting, Eph. 5.4. the Apo- 
ſtle underſtands the wodiſh Railery of the 
Greeks ,' which was generally made up of 
Prophaneneſs and Wantonneſs; ot brisk and 
ſharp "Ironies. * "This is. plain ,' both from 
the Company we find it in Err % ue 
exXole, Filthinefs"and Faoliſh Speaking ; 
akd from tbe. Ctarater given it in com- 
mon wich the other rwo ,” T2 & @v\grze 
being the vety Tame that is" given the moſt 
infarrious and vileſt Luſts and Paſſions, 
Rows."1.' 28. Things not convenient is a di- 
miburive Exprefſion, implying ſuch things 
as contain much Titrpirudeand Wickedneſs 
in, them Bezs, as appeats by his Notes, 
reads, not & in chis place; fooliſh ſpeaking, 
or, hot and; Jefting ; which *( as" he ob- 
ſeryes)' makes Jeſting the fane'thing with 
fooliſh Speaking ,” or Buffootity: And ju- 


ſtifies 'that Teſting', ' which 'confiits' in 
x" oe and fdivertive Facetiouſneſs from 
. 1 Kins 
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. of . 
| does to thoſe who are ſer free. St. 
indeed ves that he underſtood t 
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this rate no Ty $ Sins W __ Dangle 
but his whole Conſcience were ſcar'd 3 an 
w_ Heart did 
wou ure to acquit one : 
very ill with' St, Jobs, If onr heart « 

us, God is greater than our beart, and know- 
eh all t 077 Yak & Ki No Man, un- 
lcG arrived at a R Es Tay; 
that which is evil, without R 
for his Conſtience will forbid him, 
as it has the leaſt © 
in it ; and reftrain him as 
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conſtrained afterwards to underſtand it of 
St; Pail himfelf, I will not examite the 
oikar his Change of Opinion oo Re- 
me, e N un ores C- 
ion no harm : For he is fd far from ma- 
ng & ſtare of Holineſs to with Ads 
ofgÞeliberate Sin againſt Confciedce, that 
eWwill not excitſe {0 much as rebellious 
Motions atid Appetites , if conſented co. 
All that he conterids for, in'a man, 
fron this Chapter'is, That Lapted Nature 
will ſoifictichics exert it felf, even it the beſt 
ren, in diſorderly and diftecper'd Appe- 
rites 


3. Others, Laſtly , will have thoſe fins, 
icito which we fall, cither over r'd by 
= th, Ind ton Þ The Bs 

ty or a Teinptation,' paſs for 
Tecinities But this Opinion has as little 
ground as the two former. I can find n6 

that countenances this Notion, 

There are - indeed, fome of great Reputa- 
tion, who have protnored it, ' But, I think, 
the words of Se. Pas! tnake agaidit it, x Cop. 
10.'ty3. There hath no terptation taken 504, 
but ſuch as is common to Man ; but God is 
MI, who will not ſuffer you to be terprid 
above tht yos art able © but will with the tem- 


phation allo make « v2 fd. eſcape ; that ye 
The De 


be able to bear it. ' of which 
s, is ceftainly co encoorage Chii- 
ſtians 


of Liberty, 65 it-relates 
9 Rings againſt the biggeſt To by. 
nu es of R 8 Foerbo 0d, propor Ts 
tionable_ to our: Neceſlines, ; and conſe» 
Jons muſt imply, thatiif we yield to. 
T cmprarnna: 'tis our'-own. fault. God 


jo ould Bang, frm waver thy 
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overcame, " am Fogg mo with my Fuher, 
in his Throne , Rev. 3.2.1. But whoſoever. 
ſbal deny me befars Men, him will] «lſo deny 
before my Fither which is in Heaven, Mat 
IO, 33s -1f therefore, by Sins of lobrmuy, 
Men, mean, ſuch as are conliftent with the; 
ſtate.of Grace, 4. e. ſuch.as. good men,may 
frequently fall. into, withour-forfeiting, the, 
Peace of cience , and;the Favoyr of 
God, I cavgor poſſibly think, that, apy. 
Deliberate Sin: can .be, fuch , upon, the 
ſcore of the Tempratiqn,; or that. any 
of choſe Sins, reckoned.1n, the Catalogue, 
Gal. 5. and Eph. 5.. can be ſuch op, the 
account of the Violence, or. Perſeverance. 
we which they attack us... But, Seconds 
ly If "by. Sins of- Infirmity chey \mean,, 
uch pol gra ighteous. dp, 5. are liable to, I. 
know not which 

are exempted, Bu if, Latly, by Sins of. 
Inficmity, they mean 1uch, for which G 

is 
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55 96 Ta wof God Fiby and 
travioidable'@#Otions ave not-a iproperſitts 
jet'of ea ro what: put poſe "is! it 
bog gens \AQionsy'as are. 
no Way ſubj6 56:60r-Choice? a 
They xell''fis, Tis mconfRegnimagtht” 
Gdbodneſs 6fGot;; und the Richds of Gol: 
pol Grace',"|co:4tipure: thote thi 

Mis Datamble'Sins, which 


Within the Compaſs of bs ow ewor-Deli 
dergtion.» Now'T-mult coat L am fo 
firfromuenyiyg'eny AGiipos ,xcharearr| 
A - a -caintbontityA pt ater mere: 
ther" T' caonot 
avo-riv6r \ finfab : © Cdn _— om 
Mie 9 \a4>W ſion how..does 
this: way of. atpvi +he-Bxcaſibleceſs 
ef for I nvoluarr Ne foreſtons) cohfiſt with 
eetiee/ DbAvines which cliey. main- 
+= thn 7 om namely Thar we are 
bound to Repentance for chem ;/T har theſe 
Sins are not' Veriulin their own-dlacore, bue 
only rhrough ehe'Favourof-God&: Porrthe 
Law, taken inits/RigourſdenoancebDeacty 
againſt all Sifi4n- {;-wirhour Eimica= 


judge rigotvuſly ry Si 
would-fall wn be arema Þ yante 
off” Sy 35 Death, ©This41 "muſt _— 
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: 46 Sins of Infirmity 


ſeems the 'very! incolierent. For-if an 
Aion be'of : thar natorey” that ic cannot 
y be the Matter orSubjef of a Law, 
ow KA it fall under rheCondemaation of 
Law?”'If is 'be of that nature that it is in+ 
capable of any Moral lation, nor ſub- 
jet to the Influence 'of Reward or Pu- 
niſhment, 'How can'it be-meer marter of 
Grace that a Man is not damned far it ? 
In a word,” if an Attion be truly and 
rlyTavoluntary,'ar can by no means 

be $in3>Andvif- it be Voluntary, it is ſub- 
je& tothe” Regulacion of Laws : Tis a 
r'Iaftance of 'Deliberation and Free- 
dom, and'capableof Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments. * 'And'the Trurh'1s, the'one needs 
no Apology;*and the orher is nor capable 
of any"; the'one is:a Mortal Sin, 'and wie 
ether no'Sin'ar-all. © And therefore, we 
mult look for 'Venial-'Sin in ſome other 

Species of A8tion:! 7 
: $508 

$. 3.” The aft Claſs' of Attions: are 
thoſe which are of 'a mixt 'Nature; partly 
Voluntary;' and partly Tavetuarary'; And 
here; T'rhink, we" muſt place Sins of 11n- 
fernity, by: whatever Names we may ol 
them, [Fortheſe futely, "if. rhey are cod 
rank'd (as by all they are)- amongſt Adin 
al my. muſt be ſuch aGtions'ss have in 
them , ſoinerhing of' Voluatary , -fome- 


Y 2 thing 


Of Liberty; as it relates 


thing of Involuntary.;/: much of Human 
Frailty , and fomething of Sinful ; much 
of | Unavoidable, and-ſomerhing of Moral 
__— . 'Theſe-are the /Tranſgrefſions: 
which the Scripeure ſeems to me; | to intend 
by Errors, DefeQts; 'Slips',” Mores, 'the, 
Spots 'of God's Children; and theſe cery 
tainly, if any, muſt /be the figs that-can 
conlift with a ſtate: of Grace. For theſe 
do not imply a Deliberate Wickedneſs in 
the Will, much leſs an Habirual one ;- nay, 
they do not includein them any-Wickedneſs 
at all, ſtrily ſpeaking, but are-truly the: 
EffeAts of Human: Frailty, and-the!\unhap- 

| Circumſtances - of this; Mortal Life. 

hus: then I deferibe a Venial Sin ; it has 
int {0+ much of Voluntary as ro-make it 
Sin, {o-much 6f Involuntary as to make it 
Frailry ; it bas fo much'of the: Will in it, 
that it is capable of being reduced-3 and yet 
ſo much of Neceſflity in it,. 4t 5 never utter- 
ly to be extirpated: It has ſomething in it 
Criminal enough to oblige us /to watch 
againſt it, and"repent of ir;z and yet- fo 
much-in it pitiable'and excuſable, -as to en- 
title us to Pardon under the Covenant- of 
Grace. And-:thus I diſtinguiſh Venial 
from Mortal: Sin,: MortalSin' proceeds 
from a Heart,: cither Habirually-corrupred, 
or deceived and” captivated hooks rime+; 
but Venial Sin reſults from the-J@perfeQti- 


ons 
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ons and Infeljeities of our Nature, and our 
State... Mortal. Sin is truly Voluntary and 
'Deliberate ja the Riſe and Birth of ir, and 
miſchievous: and - injurious: tin its Con- 
ſequence; - But Venial- Sin' is very far 
-Indeliberate.: .4n its inaing , and , 
if -not | indulged , al harmleſs in 
itsEfeQs : Deficiency is, as-it were, the 
Eſſence of che one, Maligaity of the other ; 
in the one we ſee more of Frailty, in the 
other more of -Wickedoels ;. In the one 
ſomething nearly alli'd to Neceſhty, in the 
other to. Preſumption ; The: one is the 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law' of PerfeQon , 
the other of-che Law of Sincerity ; the one 
is repugnant tothe Letter, the other to the 
Deſign aad End of the Law.; the one is a 
Violation, of God's Commands, taken in 
the moſt favourable Conſtrution ; the 
other a: Violation of them in a rigorous 
one. That this: was the Notion of Se. Aw- 
ſtin, St. Jerome, and others, who impuga'd 
the finleſs Perfeftion of, the; Pelagians, is 
very plain,; - 3, From * DiſtiaRion they 
made between. Kewz and auapmug, Cri- 
men and Peccatum, i. e, berween Wicked- 
neſs and Defeats, betweea ' Crimes and 
Faulcs; for this is plainly the ſenſe wherein 
they uſedthoſe words, And next from thoſe 
very Clear and lively Deſcriptions of Venial 
vin, Which ocgur ah ag St, Auſtin ; 
3 
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after whom; tis well known, others writ. 


Fan Fit ut per [gnoray- 
tiam wel Infirmitatem 
you exerti! adverſus cam 
fotis wiribus wolumtatir, 
eidem ad ilicita_ ttiam 
nounula cedamus, tanto 
magir Cr crebrius quanto 
deteriores, tanto minus & 
rarius quanto meligres ſu- 
mus. . Tom! 7. De Peccat. 
Rem. p. 68g. 


F Hee & mor dicimus , 
poſſe Heminem non peccare, 
þ velit, pro tempore, pro 
loco, pro imbecillitate cor- 
pores , quamdiu intentus 
eft Animus, quamdiu thor» 
da nulls vitis laxatur in 
Cithera. Dial. 3. adv. Pe- 


lag. p. 201, 


Such w'thar '* :hrongh Ignorance 
or Infirwity, for want of exert- 
ing/ o8r utmoſt ſtrength” againſt 
C oncupiſcence, We are dv awn away 
by' is Fo ſome 'nnlawful things ; 
and tht worſe wt are, ſo much the 
more-and the oft ner ; but the bet- 
ter we are, ſo much the leſs and 
the ſeldomer do we give way to it, 
And thus Þ St. Jerome imputes 
Venial Sin, to our not making 
uſe of our utmoſt Strength and 
Diligence. 1 might content 
my-{elf with having given this 
peheral Deſcription of Sins of 
Infirmity,, - did' I not' know, 
how ill a Talent ſome have ar 


Application'of Generals to any particular 


Cale; and' how little ſatisfaQto 


ſuch Ae- 


gount is to'the weak and ſcrapulons, - For 
the ſake of 'rheſe' therefore; 1 think fit to 
be a little more diftin& and - particular on 
this Argument, 1n Venial Sin then, Two 
Things muſt be conſidered. 


1. The Marter of it. * © - 
2. The manner of Committing it. 


1. As 'to the Matter, T conceive it 


ought to be'flizht and imonſoer tbe, T here 
is 
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| provoking Na as4a tery, 
rybog Mutther ; > grver the 1n- 
juſtice [and Wiekednoſs yi with reſps@ ro 
God-and Man;;\is palpableaad formidable; 
and caft never; for oughei ſec} be extenna- 
ted by-any Circumſtances iced Sins of 4n- 
firmizydioBye when ſay, the: Matcer of 
che. Sinof. Iofirmicy, mult; act be a:dereſt- 


.able and crying Provocation, I dongt.mean 


-to extend. this: tothe fit Tendencres. and 
Fo yr towards luth ſins. : Tits 
canner be a Venial Sin, 
ies of-the Delwe, the = 
Did Wandrings. of \the Eye;: a 


-And'the Hame | thing may be {aid 6 


firſt Mosns towards any ooher fin.” - 
2,-As'80thegexrihang to: be coolidengd 

in'a |Vienial, San, that 45; '#he xenper| of 

committing at; it po Hye —_— 


La \Frailty,,or Surprofes! 0) 1: 


3. Eat ombune, By; Intemtce do 


Not. mean ther which xs attrerly joopcehle, 
but ehar0vhich. | bas, ſame: Defects 


51 forme 
eq130114t. 
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ifboten uminflgnd Commer gen is 
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wee fack- im beitnies;-and fuctylikce, will 
eafilyack .thac thecemaay be ſuch 
Etrors. .: Whea:we'bave'uſed & moral Dili- 
gence 1n examming'our Lives, 'and rying 
ourown Hearts-yer \conlideringithe vait 
- Variety of Duties: we are:to\rum: tbrough, 
-no Humble:Mancan be confident; char he 
hasomirted nothmg, charhe is/miſtaken in 
- nothing, -. 'This/I cake co-beithe ſenſe of $6- 
- lomon, ' Prov. (201.9. "Who ;can' fay;ct heve 
wade: my heart clean, T ane danny ſin? 
And this I'rake'to-be'the fenſeof i 8x; as), 


1 Cor.4. 4 For iÞ \know not ſelf, 
-yet "un I not Ll joſe: et that 
. Jhdgeth me 35 the Laxd, There are-Miſtakes 
/Errors,' which might indeed ave been 

| preveteol or removed, by che-forueft Im- 
| partiality, and the friftef Ditigence.- But 
'alas4% How often do Good men-fall-ſhert 
--of.\both:\rhe@2: How comaron is: it: for 
Good men to be too far tranſported by-the 
© beltof Pringiples, even Zeal 3" How. often 
-"da>Good men'mix their-Errorsin-Reproof 
-and Ripiplaton) +; pe, andthe 


e/and Inadvertency' is'gnother 
at ſenders Sin /exial. Phe Multi- 
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- Ambuſh, or blown 
-$6 be''loſt and defeared before" he 'diſcern 
-hisDanger : I donor doubt-thenj but this 
. ſuddenneſs -of' 'a'' Temptation Joes . 'very 
{mach (diminiſh (che Guile of /a+Sin; ' Bur 
'-we'ought remember too, - that” /there'are 

many-things that*do. abate '#ad* take off 
IND 
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Slips or Errors,” 14 Word or Deed:-- This 
I takes to be che” Cale of Sarah; when ſhe 
Rid, -f-laughed mot © Of Jonah, when he 


-replied opon' God), -1'do well 'ro be angry, 


Joni'$/ Of David; when he pronounced 
raſhly, 'do thou awd Zjbah divide the land, 
'£ Sam. 16. 4. Of Saul and "Barnabas, 
'wher/they broke ont'into Heat and Anger. 
Bue*that which 'was-a Sin of  I»firmity in 
the beginning, +becatme, I doubt, 'a Delibe- 


:r#e/00e in the end, when they parted from 
-ohe anorher! © *Somie"exrend this Circum- 


[ſtance of Sarpriſe"to' excuſe- Sins, which 
-imply [notorious 'Wickedneſs; and are of 
very-ill Conſequence ; bur, Þ think,” very 
ertoneoully.,' 2 F istrue,/ theſe Sins of Sur- 


priſe,” whatever the matter of them be, 


are-generally conceived eo be much extenua- 


:ted through wantof- Opportunity to ſum- 
-mog our {trength;> and ro make ule of ma- 


ture(apd ſober» Deliberation j eſpecially 


«where the Temptation is not only ſudden, 
but violent too. For in this caſe; 'the Sol- 


idieri:of 'Chriſt; taken; -as it were, in an 
up with a'Mine, ſeems 


from 


- 
Approach ſo Glencly, apd ſo £ 
ſhould fall iaro-ir--indil 


Roadly, The Chriſliaa- is bound #orth 
pot only.every Evil, but every Appearance 


.of it ;-;and'tishard c0.amagine, that.a ſm- 
ot who doesi FE phoraaen 1) 
{ſhould {wallow a C awe e that preſerves 
the Tenderacls of Confeicace, as. he-will 
' have. an-{verſion Tengfmal Sins, will he 
have an. Horror for great ones. Thirdly, 
The:Mind of. a Ao cogh t to be-poſ' 
ſefſed and awed by the Fear- > God:;z:and 
that nota. flight and;$ranfient, but-a:deep 
.and laſting one. P[aimiſt was 'not 
conteat:'to ſay, 1 am. aftaid- of thy. Judg- 
ments ; ur go expres. how thoroughly-thas 

. Fear had-Jeized him. © uh my fleſp 
rremblechfor fear of thee, Plhima 149. And 
certainly,] this Fearis/a ſort of impenetra- 
ble: Av ognihe all che 
it. Kh. 6 Lge 
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and carele, if we raſhly caſt oor. ſelves 
upory Dangers, our Sin. the will. be: bur 
the Conſequeuce of our Folly ; and therey 
fore oge Error) cannot bean Bxeuſe or af 
Apology for another. T' think;eberefote, 
the Apology of Surpriſe ſhoyld be.conkin'd 
-and'/limited':x0 frghr Offences; it {cannot 

operly have room 10 great 'ones;! Of ih it 
964 it.may beurged 1n: //atygationof our 
Puniſhmeat ; bur-never, 1 doubs; for total 
Impunity. | 1 

3- Laſtly, -Venial Sin has its Riſe from 
the Defe&s and -lmperfcQiotis of | our Na- 
ture, and the-difadvantageous Circumitan- 
ſtances of our State. Here come'in the 
Failures and” Defects 10 the. Meafores and 
Degrees of ' Dury ;- if -theſe.6Ean-be properly 
reckon'd for Sins: I fay, 1t 'thty can; tor 
Þ do avrt lee thar'chis is good: Argumear : 
We-are bound: ro the higheſt Degree of 


Love' by that: Law, Thou'fhe/t love the 


Lord thy God with all thy he:rt ;, thierefore 
whatſoever-falls:ſhorr of the higheſt and 
moſt abſolute -Degree of Love; a. Sins 
For at this rave; whatever: were ſhort of 
PerfeQion, would'be Sin-': Weimuſt love 
nothing better thaniGod, nothing equal to 
Him : This wilkcoaſicure. ys ina:ftatc of 
Sincerity. Wharis furcher required3s, that 
we-are bound to; «ws at, and prorſec after 
the highelt and: moſt petic&@ Degrees of 


Love ; 


— 
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Love; but we. are not/bound under Pain tern 
of - Damnation to attainithem. But on the | 4 
other. hand; I readily grant, that our fal- | _ 
ling ſhortin the Degrees of Faith, Love, 
Hope; and the like, may be properly ree- | 11 
koned among: Sins ; when they ſpring 
from DefeQts'of Vigilance and Induſtry:: 
And if theſe DefeQs be ſuch as can conliſt I p; 
with Sigcerity, then are the ImperfeQions NN 1c 
or the Abatementsof our Virtues, pardon- I ;F 
mo and then _ Here again Fam in il & 
Omi//ions, wandring s, Dulneſs and 
HeaviteſrinDuty, Re 9 Titillations of on 
ſome irregular Fancies, -Forgetfulneſs, light EU + 
and: ſhort Firs: of Exvy; Diſcontent,  An- 
ger, Ambition,  Gaiety of Mind. Thus 
we find the Diſciples -falliag aſleep -when 
they - ſhould -have pray'd, : Mat. 2.6. and 
David praying, quicken thou me, Pal. 119. 
F hus his Soul roo was often caſt down, and 
diſquieted-within. him, Pſal. 42. 2 Chron. 
30. 18,19." Job curſed..the Day of. his 
Bicth./: In ſhort, our. Natures are Human, 
not Axgelical 3.and our ſtate is full of Va- 
rie Accidents, that they are too apt 
to diſcompoſe the Mind; and diyert it from 

its\great:End..: The Ebbs and, Flows of 

yarn cr Greenport 
irution;”. or a” 4 | 

-or 'Confaſion;of Aﬀains ;-the; Violence or 

the Leagth af Trials ;/the Eaſe and Flat- 

TL tery 
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ery.of Proſperity ; the | Wearineſs of the 
OE  Cip an 
ouſnels of Fortune, Rou of Con-+ 
verſarivn ; theſe ,- and. a thouſand other 
things, /are apt. to: produce. Defefts and 
Failures in our-Obedience, ſhort. Diſorders. 
io Our: [pages by: 3:4 ſuch Emotions and, 
Eruptions abnayonctly; prove. the beſt co, 
be but og. and the. higheſt PerfeRtion,, 
if jt be bur Human; to be wanting and de- 
feQive.; I think L have now. omitted no- 
ting, neceſſary; 49, to. form a true Notion of 
the of Infirmity. My--nexe buſineſs 
therefore is, to __ | 


'd. .3- How far the Liberty of. the Pers 
fe Man, in reſpeCt of YVenia/ Sn, ought 
10.be exrraded, \There is great Affinity 
berween. Venial and. Original | Sin; and 
therefore the ,Perfeft Man's Liberty, as it 

relates to the.. one. and the other, conliſts 
in much-the ſame Degrees, and is to be at- 

tain'd by the fame. Method ;.. ſo that 1 
might well en op difiil this SubjeRt, and 
paſs on to __ Sin. Bur refle@ing on 
the Nature of Man, how prone, we: are. to 
Sin, and yet how apt. we are to.chink well of 
our ſelves, I judge it neceſſary to guard the 
Dottrine of Venial Sin by ſome'few Rules, 
which may at once ſcrve to ſecure, our Sin- 
cerity, and point out the PerfeQion we are 
to 


of Liberty, as\it\pelates 


to aſpireto. SILLY then ye would _ 
al? Sia fl 


vent any fe event © 


LC, 


norance It ff be not Criminal ; and Io 
it will' nor be; if our Hearts be ſiacerely 
we 8: es ourDuty, and if weuſemo-" 

to know it : If we be/impars' 
rial, tne” 2td honeft'” nd have that" 
Concern far 'the Knowledge and ppg re 


of our Duty, that is in ſome Foe peopoty 
pr atk of Lovin [> 1 


onablz to the el o— * 
norancethar ariſes from gatyrat Incapacity, 
or Kane frfficient Revelarion, is fl 
cible ;\ and therefore innocent,” John 9/571. 
Jeſus [aid unto them, If ye were blind, ye 
ſhould bave no n; but now ye ſay, we ſee ; 
err To Jour fin remanmeth + And T5; 22. 
[had abr come and ſpoken unto them, thiy” 
fa not bad fn + but pow 1hey have mo tloke 
far there Pns.” This Role mnuft be 'unders 
ſtood of 'necefſery KnidwIEdge in Genera? 
and more /egible and confprenons Lines of 
Duty : Boch which, nor? FHhReading thave 
gay y betogef Sins of Tafirmity to cnrer; 
as Mortal ones cannot: There tnay be 
litions of Miad,” and latent 
Prediee” -rhere may be Inſtances of B- 
ty of a ſlighter momegt 7" there may be'ſe- 
veral Circumſtances, 2nd ſmall —__ 
cies that may cirher be withourthe Aim; or 
eſcape the Diſcovery of a moral ſearch; that 


is, 
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s,. of 'a'Human _ which, though it be 
without 'Hypocys is yer not withour more' 
or les Frailty.© TAs to PerfeQion; it differs 
invthis;-as ic doesn other Caſes, from Sin- 
cetity only in the 1 s by which ic is 
advanced above it.” He that' will” be Per. 
fe ;"muſt ſearch! for Wiſdom as for hid 
Treaſures : His [Delight muſt be in the 
Law df the Lord, and in his Law muſt he 
meditate ; 5 ther and night : 'His "Thirſt of 
Truth muſt be more"eager and/impaticnt, 
his Diligence more Wakeful, more circum- 
ſpe& ,'" more" 'parcicular, more” fteady and 
coniftunt than that'of the Begittner'; or of 
ofie-who' is'no fifthet advanced; than ſich 
Meaſures of Faith and Love, as arc indi- 
fpenfably neceſſary to Sinoeriry;,” will carry' 
him! 27; Sins'thatiare occaſion'y by Say- 
priſe 'and wrt will not prove de- 
ſtruRtive , if' che Toeibvertency it ſelf be in 
a manner #anoceb?: hat is, Firſt! There 
is-n0/room fot" Tnadvertency in''tompleat 
AQs'of crying Sins. Secondly, *There'is 
no \pretence- for" hadvertency; if we had 
any Miſgivings Within, of Wathings with- 
ous'evncerning that particular Sin, into; 
which we”-fell' afterwards j"much lefs if 
w6'Qheriſh'ifl Motions till w too 
for us; 'Ahd haſt of af;Cif we te-' 
pour: ſame Sin frequently 2nd conrem- 
ptuouſly. . Aad” to 'this'T Id" he 
2, cannot 
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cannot beſa 


to5m $ bj iſe,whs 
throws [f-into-£ ap 44 
tion, en though he: be ALE 


own .Ilabir ry ;As40 thaoſg.iMos 
= Defe&s which bow from, nate {ne 

», they; will nor deſtroy ws; if 
Roky is ſelf, be pardqnable.. 
Iofirmities which. we acquire!; Inkiemicies 
which grow: ſtronger, by Indulgepoa; La! 
firmities 1which contigue;meerly - 
we do-.notitake Pains-/c0: ſubdue: chem 
Our- Moral .Defe&s muſt not flow!:froi 
theſe kigds of Infirmities 5; but from, liek 
as cookideriog, Home odjawess' , andi\the 
fate of. this World, tis umpoſſible.utesly, 
tQ-root-out. Theſe; Moral Defefts wil-da 
us. No harm; if, Firſt, -We-rake- Care 
ſettle 1n ;0ur | Minds:the' Habits: of- t 
Virtues that,are _ y.oppolice Jap 1a 
Secondly, If we .watch.'and- fight ogitial}: 
aur natural Infirmicies; and. poo MA wg 
reduce. our., Appetites ,, eyen our- natural 
Appetites ,,, within fixift ; and narrow: 
Bounds, [Thurdly.,. If, we, waſh, of qthe 
Nang of our; bps. and, PefeQs. by AFR: 
ral Repeptance:, For ypon-the, Natgn,h 
have here given of Veaial Sig, Ropentante 
appe 5c ag re For'T require 
ig. chem. ing .of Folunary, ſaws: 
thiog. of Freedom.;. eqough 1a; 
Aion Gt, though got. 49, prota. ahe 
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may enaQtLaws that are but heap of Letr- 
ters, a Crowd of dubjor*: Delphick Sen- 
rences : But God can neyer doo, becauſe 
this is repugnant both to'his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, arid to the'very'End'of's' Law 
too, which” is to'be'a Rale, 'rivt a Snare'; 
'tis 19 give undey ſtanding to the ſimple ; tobe 
a lizht to our feet, and « (amp to our paths; 
oof like an Tons Faruss, to betray 'vs ito 
Brakes , and 'Precipices , 'and Ruin ,” and 
Death. © | IS 

2+ The Tranſgreſſion'muſt be a Yolow- 
tary one. 'Anid this imports two' things : 
T. A Knowledge of the Law." #, A Con- 
ſent to the h of it. | Firſt, As tothe 
Knowledge of the Law. AW that I have 
to fay here in few words, is; Thar Tgno- 
rance of the Law excuſes on 2 on, 
whet it is it elf excuſable 5 but if the Tg- 
norance itfelf- be Criminal, the effeft of ic 
muſt be ſo' roo. 'We muſt never think'sf 
exculing our Sins, by areniagran Igno- 
rance into which, not our owifIncapacity, 
*or. any other reaſonable Cauſe , bur Ne- 
*gle& or Contempt of the Truthz-or ſome 
Þther vicious Luft br Paſſion has'betray'd 


'us, Secondly, As to the "Conſent of the 
"Will. This is neceMſary to demonſtrate 'any 

Attion fioful or virtuous ;/ without this che 
"Mind will be no Parrner in the Sit, and by 
"conſequence cannot” be" involved-4n ''the 
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Guilt of it.” Whatever -we cannot help, 
is our Misfortune, not- our 'Fault ; Atti- 
ons merely natural, or merely -forc'd, can 
neither be/ good nor- evil. The concur- 
rence of: Reaſon and Choice is indiſpenſably 
necefſary- to the Morality of an AQiion. 
All this is plainly taught us by St. James 1. 
14, 15. But every man is tempted when he «s 
dr awn away of his own luſt, and enticed. Then 
when luſt bath conceived, it bringeth forth 


fin ;, and ſin whenit is finiſhed, bringerh forth - 


death. Which. words do - certainly imply; 
That the Spring and- Principle of Sin is 
within our ſelves; That *tis our natural 
Corruption that entices and -allures us ; 
and *ris our. Conſent ro its 'Enticements 
that gives Being to Sin, and defiles us with 
Guile. 
From/all this now put together, 'tis eaſy 
to conclude what-ſort of. a Deſcription we 
are to form-of Mortal Sin: *'Tis ſuch a 
Tranſgreſſion. of the Law of God, as is 
vicious in its Original, deliberate in its Com- 
miſſion, and miſchievous in its Texdencies or 
Efe#s: The Heart is corrupted and mil- 
led by ſome Luſt or other, and-ſo conſents 
to the Breach of the Moral-Law of God, 
a Law of Eternal and Immurable Good- 
neſs: Or if-the Sin-conſiſts1a the Breach 
of any Poſitive Law, it muſt yet-imply'in 


it ſome: moral Obliquity in the Will, or in 


£3} the 
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the 'Fendeacy of the AQtion, or both. Sq 
char Preſumptyous,. or Moertsl- Sin; call jg 
by what name-we- will; 1is8 .Delibergte 
Tranlgreflign of a, kwown Law of God, 
tending to the; Dyſbozour of God, the Jnju: 
ry of our Neighbour, of the: Deprovation of 
our Narvure, Such are thoſe Sings which the 
Prophet 1/444. exhorts thoſe, who will re- 
ys bay vn in rt 
WE nave a Qgue Or , 5. Us: 5 
and cliewhere: Now the. works of the fleſh 
are manifeſt , which are theſe, adaltery, for- 
pication, uncleanneſs, leſciviouſneſs, idolatry, 
witchersft , hatyed , Variance, emmlations , 
wrath, firife \ ſeditions , berefies, twuyings, 
murders , drunk T wes; aud ſuch 
like,, T hefe are the. Sins,, of which; 2s of 
ſo many Members,the Body of Sin conſiſts; 
Thobs ayer yy Old Man : org pr 
ometimes calitd , |the fil: bineſs df the. 
and ſpirit , ungealinefi, wickedneſs, iniquity, 
the.luſts of 'the fleſb, worldly laſts, and. ſuch 
like. -Theſe.and\ the like Sins have, as 1 
ſaid, in them-very apparent Symptoms af 
Malignity! and; Mortality :: They are: ab 
ways the knjoires carnal and world; 
«Lufts, prevailing over the'\Law of 'the 
ind ; and- they | itaply! a: Contempt of 
God, tojufticeito'our Neighbbur, afd ſome 
kind.of Defilement and. Pollution of our 
Nature. And: viiat the are-theplan Tn- 


dications 
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J | . 
ivea:us:both ob;the Qrigin? aftd 
Influence of. Sin z- from che4Care it takgwed 
fortify shie Heatt :again all) Inisition} 
from he conſtant: Repreſentations it makes 
us of tha Shamefuloels andthe Miſchief ioff 
Sin evemin reference co:this world as: well 
as the otheruy] candat fee any: thing fury 
ther neccfary: to the Explicationh of deube» 
rate or Preſampeuots Sig, 1tiblels it be here 
fit to add, Phasar is Mortal, chouph it pre 
ceed no. further. than che Hers {1 | haveits 
jo. ofed Ati all; thar jt dhanld ba brought 
Caviea a i900 ſetder. itFece) av 


Danknobla. 15 ©v4dens,.ng c 
the -Neture/of: Diw1ns; Wirkarpi, which 
muſt he etxire; ſincere, and {ptfitual;rand 
therefore:tag no) more 'bertecaner|edsd gte 
| Wiockedaefs of onr-Heerts, theo: of+ mes 
Adgions\; but vi from the axprab worws 
of-,our Sayiour,. Aut of 'ahe brortroceedyfor- 
ayjeation'y adnifety c theft || &2, 1 Andie 
where: he gronbences therA off ehe 
Heart Damiiabley' as well agther of cherRd 
dj, Mate: 2 Bot br {aj antd i your Tie 
whoſvewer looketh\vpoy x word awito\lfi; afhun 
her, hath committed adultery alathdywith tes 
thilas hearrontt fo non om Aged ward 
hyviet-t bos omitoubpto x03 1810T 
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'wwotſhip and! 


:</ 2; bmi) nexr 20 pive {one 8ocount of 


rehre to: the BinÞ'have becn' diſco! of; 
I ſhall not: need? to-ſtop'"ar 'awy'General or 
Obſervations; "as, '\Phat' Ab- 
finedee frons Fin! regards-alt the Com- 
raadmentsof:God alike att rodo'orher- 
wiſewere to: mbritace and main Religion, 
tadrodiſhonoer!God while weipretend to 
obey /Hins? For'irthe Breach 
of 'any ſingle;Commandinent is-k manifeſt 
Violation of |yhe Majeftywand Authority 'of 
"God } whardver: Obſervance "we. may pay 
"aloche teſt riiBi# be rhatiſaid, 'Do not com- 
| Do not ki. Now'sf 


-$h0w anwtert! ao-utult ery, yer of thow till, thos 


goily Phan 


- Vniverſality; Simcerity and Perſeverance, 
Ire ener tipaucknowledged/to.borefſential 
#\ i 


Wor beta Vet or of the -lw,'' Jam. 
| etiraincoMaw is to lay 


imſedf} relaternorkeſs ro the Lofts of 
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b 
eo drones tare the igtreosfuf 
pals <0? 
fer 6h 2nd Phariſtes, you ſball by no 
moans envervinto' the» kinpdom” of heavew,, 
Merhi'$ 10.3 Thar ro regis well vill 
zrail us 4itrle/untefs-wcdiniſh well 200. 
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RA ie ethings hea 
| 4d things «therefore 
beiog but Juſt-mentioned, 1  ro\the 
Point to be enquired into and reſolved. - 
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»$.:Fobefree from the Dominion and 
Power of Mortal Sin, is the firſt and low- 
ef ftep ; this/is indiſpenſable'to SHncerity, 
end; abſolutely necefary to Salvation : Lez 
wet fin reign in your mortal bodies , to fulfil 
rhe\tuſts thereof, Rom. 6.12, And the ad- 
vancing thus far,, does,” I acknowledge , 
conſtitute 'Man' in a tate of Grace : For 
inScripture Men are denominated righte- 
ous'br wicked, wor from fingle” Atts of 
Vice'or Virtue,” bur from the: Prevalence 
and/Domimon:, from the Habit or Cuſtom 
of the one/orthe other : Kyow ye not, that 
26-whom ye yield your ſelves ſervants to obey, 
bis fervants ye are to whom ye obey; whether 
of fin wato death; or of obedience unto righ- 
'cepaſweſs? Rom. 6.16, Bur then I muſt 
-here:add 'two'Remarks, 'by way of Cau- 
tion.” Wer muſt nor preſume'too ſoon 
of !Vidtory over an Habirtual Sin. An evil 
. Habit is not [ſoon broken off; nor'is it an 
'cafp matcer ro refolve, when we have lec 
our | ſelves free: from the Power of it. 
'Somerimes. the Temptation does not pre- 
:(ecit icfelf as often as it was woar, or not 
. with the ſame-Advantages; ſometimes one 
-Vikce reſtrains.us from another; ſometimes 
:; worldly Conſiderations, 'or. fome - litthe 
-Change in'our Temper, without any tho- 
[rough Change inour Minds, puts us out of 
humour for a little while' with ' a - 

| ing 
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ling Sio-3-and ſometimes the: Fotce.and 
_—_ ary mgm PE 
pious Fees, whic they dq not! ut» 
rerly vanquill} a Luſt, do yer force: ibao 
give way, ad retreat for.a while,. ad is 
rerrupt that Love which they da not eater» 
guiſb : 'AVl this may be, and the work not 
yet be doge, nor our Liberty yet gain'd. 
If therefore we fall, thought but now and 
then, and though at ſome diſtance of time; 
znto the ſame Sin, we have-great reaſon to 
be jealous of its Power | and our; Safety :: 
Nay, though we refirain- our ſelves from 
the outward Commillion of it ; if -yer-we 
feel a ftrong Propenſioa tou ;/15f wedilfern 
our ſelves ready to take fire on the app 
ance of a "Temptation; if. we are of 
proaching as near it as/we'can, and-are 
Dleas'd with thoſe Indulgences which are 
very near a-kin' to it, we have reaſon to 
doubt that our Conquelt-is not/yet entire. 
Nay, thetruth is, we cannot be on g 
grounds aſſured that we are Maſters of :our 
ſelves, till we have a ſattled: Averiion fer 
the Sin which before we dared on; and ſhun 
the Occalions which before we courted , 
till we be poſſcis'd of a Habit of 'thatV it» 
tue which is a dire& 'Contradiftion tow ; 
and take as '\much pleaſare 'in!the-Qbedi- 
ence , as ever: we did-mthe Trankgreffion 
of a Divine Command! - i nom 
2dly. There 
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th Mortal Sia. \ 


.2ly. There are ſome Sins of; 4hat, provo- 


king Nature, fo criminal ia, their Birch, 
and: miſchievous in their /Coalequences, 
That. one ſingle 4 or Commiſſion/ of one 
of theſe, is equivalent to a Habit of others. ; 
Suck is Murther,Idolatry, Perjury, Aduke- 
ry 3 theſe cannos be commutted without re» 
nouncing Hemenity as well as Ghriſtiantty ; 
without reſiſting the InſftinQts and 1mpulles 
of Nature, as well as the Light of the Gol- 
pel, and che Grace of the Spirit. We 
muſt break through a great many Difh- 
culties and Terrors, e're we can come at 
theſe Sins ; we muſt commit. mezy other, 
in order to commit one of theſe; we mult 
deliberate long, reſolve deſperately , and 
in Defance of God and Conſcience ; and 
what tis the Efed# of Habit in | other Ia» 
ances, is a neceflary Preperative is thee, 
that 15, Obdwration, ln this Caſe therefore, 
the unbapyy Man , chat has been guilty 
of any ont of theſe, muſt not look upoa 
himſelf as ſer free, when he is come to & 
Reſolution of never repeatiig#t again 3 Buy 
then whoa he loaths and abbors himſelf 1a 
Duſt and Aſhes ; when he has made the 
utmolt Reparation of the Wrong he 15 ca+ 
pable of ; When, if the Intere(}-of Virtue 
require: it, he is. content co be, opprels'd 
with Shame and Sufferings :  W hes; in 
one word;, 4 long and -contijanc one of 

or- 
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Mortification, Prayers, Tears and good 
Works have waſhed off the Stain and Guilt. 

2. We muſt be free, not only from a 
Habit,” bur\from ſingle - 4#s- of deliberate 


. preſumptuous Sin. The Reaſon is plain ; 


ortal-'Sin cannot be committed without 
wounding / the - Conſcience , grieving the 
Spirit, and:renouncing our- Hopes in God 
through Chriſt, for the time at leaſt. The 
wages of 'Sin is Death, is true, not only of 
Habits, but ſingle As of Deliberate Sin. 
Death is the Penalty, the SanCtion of eve+ 
ry Commandment ; and- the Command- 
ment does-not prohibit - Habits only, -but 
ſingle-Ats +too. Nor is there indeed any 
room for ' Doubt or Diſpute here, but-in 
one Caſe ; which is, If a Righteous Man 
ſhould be taken off in the very Commiſſion 
of -a Sin,- which he was fallen into. Here 
indeed, much may be faid, -and with much 
Uncertainty, But the Reſolution of this 
Point, does not, as far as I can ſee, mini- 
ſter to any good or neceſſary End ; and 
therefore I will leave it to-God. In all 
other Caſes, ' every thing is clear ard plain ; 
For if the Servant of God-fall into a Pre- 


| ſumptuous Sin, 'tis univerſally acknow- 


ledg'd, that he cannot recover his Station 
bur by: Repentance. If he:repeat preſent- 
ly, be is fafe 3 bur-if he continue in his Sin, 
if he repeat it , he paſſes into a ſtate of 

. Wicked- 
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to: Mortal Sin, 


Widkedneſs ; F wideos the Breach. ona 
God and his Soul; declines iaftgbbly! into 
a Habit of ſing and readers /his-'Wound 


ene and -moreg 4acurable;;*; ; 4 eo) lictle 
ole, [ rhink here, to the valk 
Di ce thera is in the Cor even 
of the-ſame- lin; between. 4 ear er God; 
and a Child: of - Wrath ; becauſe.,a- Child 
of -God muſt.\got\\commis-it at all ;If 
he' do , though-it+be with ReluQancy , 
though it be , -ag\i6, were, with-an,imper- 
fe& Conſent 5 agd' with a-divided Soul ; 
though the Awe of Religion and- Conk 
ence tems not + utterly ro haye, f 
him; even in:themidfſt of his figs. though 
his- "Heart ſmire/him, the very; Minute ic 
is finiſhed; and Repentaoce and. Remorſe 
takeoff che Reliſh of che unhappy Draught; 
Res 'tis fin; *tis-in its Nature Damana- 
And ee" the Blood of Jeſus 


mo The Parſe M 

3 Perfeft Man may be ſuppoed; 
not -baly a&tually-ro abſtain: from Mortal 
fin, but to be: as ſo tar 1a tbe- Mor- 
rification of al} his inordinare, AﬀeRtions, 
as to do-it with Eaſe ' and Pleaſave , ; with 


Conftancy and Delight. For: is; mult rea- 
ſonably be preſumed, that his Vitory over 


y, and worldly Luſt, more, con- 


| firm'd and abſolute-;. his Abhorregce of 


zbein more deep and ſenſible, More "pie pa 
airing 
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ptetions 'he why E 
hine+#rep an4y,dh dll 3 ye become new: 


minal, but ſhuns e 
and {aboufs to'm 


of this World, or the Body't Hethas cru- 
ed Ms World and the'Body' v06; * "Phat 
Plea fire, har Honour , that Power'z «that 


Guſt, 
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Guſt, \0o-reliſb-an theſe things. He is10 
A gee: ſo-far from Wan» 
K« lo fac from[Pride and Vanity, that 
could he wahoue:any Diladvanzage ro the 
ereſt of Religioo, /bc would imitate the 

&,:the; lanes, the Laboriouſ- 
neſs, $he Self-denial of our Saviour's Life 3 
nog ignly -40:; Diſpalition and AﬀtRion of 
his. Soul,” but even in his outward State 


and Department; and would prefer it far_ 
above ; the Fomp-and Shew' of, Life. . Ig. 
a+ ward, be gaquires not how far. be may \. 


Ettjep:and be See, but! how far he may 
þ uno ny nr andhbe wiſe.;- He is © fac from 

aring forbidden Sausfattions ,, chac he is 
wawaling and. efraid co find roomuch facis- 
ſation. ia the natural and oecefiary Attions 
af, ea! animal Life, I nced nor prove this 
$9, any -one who. has read: the foregoing 
” a PR have:been dor 
ing $broughout this Treatide. Ir is abebing 
bus what-18-coaſnant to the whole Teopur 


of; che/ Soriptgre-;: and. tothe Example of | 


the. beſt Times..: Aod 'tis conformable to 
whas the belt Authors have wric, who have 
aay thiogof: Life agd Spiric 10 cheje Works.: 
Oritave any trac Notwn of the great De- 
Yo of Chriſtian (Rcligian,. which is, an 
canealy Converfarrantc Let any one but 

: jo is Eye oat. 
;: who aim'd ar 


, or any other after 
tame thing I now 
do, 


_ 


0f Likeity,- adit welates 
do; oung Holineſsin the World int 
che Beaury and« PerfeQionof '4r-,/ avid, ho 

will acknowledgx;chat'l:am far-from hav 
carried-rhis-matter too Renee 
: © 111141 ne or ewal EE; 
OL TER” HISVEE iption.of the Per- 
zejr 5 dyayigion 477 , fe: Man with regard 'to- his 
n48v0r. Kat 65 xenwy-; Self denial runs thus./ Hip 
Har imeyu ) vl 1 - one that confults: the-Necgff- 
Ti gums 5 ee tee, 1008 «tlie: Pleaſare-of this 
mire Safes” Oe) + Nature 3 ant ſeems to. grudge 
x7 =«]@,” p:454.: the Time which he beftows 
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_ ker | we Ss pal 
ment of a corruptible: Body. - He18:10 
from lookiaggupon drinkin, ee. 


28 an Enjoyment , that he rather acoomn 

:* # Task ot)troubleſome-Service which-che 

Frailty of his'Nature demandsat' his hands. 

Nor was'this great Man\moreſevere againft 

the Luſts-of the: Fleſhy/ than againſt thoſe 

other- Branches of the Love of the World; 

; _ \"the Luſt of lie Eyes; -and the 

2 ©) "rapediie: 5 Pridecf Life-1(), AR Vanity 
ets 3 ac,” and-AﬀeRation-of Praiſe aud 
Ince ont m9Hy aedyida. Refpett;oall-the Oltenration 
10 yourfenis dm33ge.': (faith be and ſhew:of' Liſe, 
1s utterly vnlawfal for a-Chri- 
_ ian, [| &&aUthis/hs vire# 
(c) Ilaggapins N Fer 7 Jy confonant:to ibis Gloſks(4) 

# vie F aghuar demi'9.., gn thoſe'\ words) of St. 'Pawl) 
4097s ; they that uſe rhe World agmot 
abuſing 
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abuſing it, whatever is >; e 8 abuſe 3 
diretly conſonant to his Defi- m—_—_—_ 
nirion -of Temperance. (4) | (4) 2g» Þ 5 ihneg- 
That, it-is the Extirpation of us; tduagta; draiginsy 
Sin ; the Extermination of un. wler dmwnvnoreions on- 
ruly Paſſions, and the Morti- 447 &: rixgons wixe: B 
fication.of che Body, extend- SY wooxrty mufujcd may 
ing even tothe nature! Wh 
tites and AﬀeQtions of Ag 
I know not what Scruples or Miltakes 
the DoQrine I. here advance concerning 
this Part 'of my PerfeQt Man's Liberty, may 
be encaunter'd with : But I am Confident, L 
have given no juſt occaſion-for any, 1 d&.noe 
ſay of. the PerfeQ, with Jowinian, thatahey 
cannot fall ';; but I ſay , they may, and 
ought- to] and; and; if- it be nor (their 
own fault, will do ſo: 1 donor affiom of 
them, as the: Hereticks in Yimcentius Lyrs: 
xenſis did of their Party, that they are-;pri- 
vilegd from ſin by a peculiar Grace!, and 
tranſcendent Fayour ; bur I affirm ,ithat 
they ſhall not want Grace to prelerve. thetn: 
from! it ,; unleſs. they be wanting to them; 
ſelves. I do not. go about to- maintain that; 
God. ſees no. fin-mn his 'Children-3..but 
maintain , [That Mortal Sin is not che: 
Spot | of- -his.- Childrea.,/: Bue [do /;nok. I. 
in” this fall 'in with the: Papiſts, who af 
ſert the Poſſibility of keeping the: Come 
mands of. Gad ? I A s.that 270g 
a em 
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them-in the ſenſe in which they them- 
ſelves in the Conference 'ar :Raisbope de- 
fead this DoQrine,.I do. They there tell 
us y-that when they calk thus, chey take 
the Law -or Commands of God, not in a 
Kri& and rigid, but in a, favourable and 
equitable, 7. c. a Goſpel ConſtruQion': And 
this is. fo Far front being Heterodox, that 
Davenant accounts & a plain giving-up the 
nin'Controverſy. But am I not run 
ioto-the Error of the Pelagianr und Qus- 


ite- without 
| - into any fin ; or , That in the beſt 
pu of 'Life, he is impeccable, -and not 
fabje- to fin ( as ig che Hear of Diſputati- 
on cheir-A arics ſcem ſometimes to fa- 


eo forbear Wilful ſin, and that many aQtu- 
ally:do-fo, IT am;'I muſt confeſs, OE 
their'Mind, - But then, 1am ar' the ſami 
tire of -the ſame Mind with St. Auſtin and 
$c. Jerome-to0 3 'for they reach the. very 
ſame DoArine: For they never 

aboat 'the »Poſſibilicy of Freedom or Deli- 
verance-from\ddorcat{in, but only from Ve- 


card os Bib. Ke: Trrome-* ſhall explain his own 


Senſe, | Erenins abſque vitio, quod grect dich 
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tor Kenltt) hominem poſſt eſſe io : ava 
trrey, id et; fine Peicato, efſs nego. Which 
that St. Juftin common» 


ly admits; That Man may be fine Crimine, 
but not far Peccato ; without Mortal, but 
not without Venial/ ſfin- And in this, 
they are certainly of the Mind of the Scri- 
pture ; which'every where repreſents the 
PerfeQ Man,'as holy, blamelele(s, undefiled, 
without Spor, walking with God : And in 
one word, as free from Sin. If any Man 
can reconcile 'theſe Texts, which-are vgry 
numerous, with Mortal Sig, I will nat 
fay ip the beſt Rate of the beſt Men , bur 
a fla of Sincerity , and Regeneration, I 
will acknowledge my Miſtake. Bur till then, 
I cannot but think, the DoQtrine I advance, 
neceſſary to''eftabliſh the true Notion of 
Holineſs ,” and: convince vs of our Obliza- 
tion to it. This Do&rine is again neceſ 
ſary to wipe off thoſe Aſperſions' and Ca- 
lumnics the Quxkers caſt upon our Church ; 
as if it held, That the Repgenerate them- 
ſelves may continue in their Sins ;" nay, 
cannot be freed from them. © Our Church 
teaches indeed (Artic. 14.) That the moſt 
Men are "never utterly exempt 

from DefeRs,' Failings, and Human '1n- 
firmities ; "ung" 1 ochey themſelves 
are not | confident enough "t5*reach other- 
wile : Only they will not call theſe Infitini 
A az ties 


Cs 


Of Liberty, -ast-xelates b 


ties Sins: And thea\the whole Controver-. 
{y is reduced. to. this-; We-ragree 1n the. 
thing, bur differ in the Name$ And1n this 
Difference, we are-not only jon the hum- 
bler, but the ſafer {ſide roo.;. For. acknow-! 
ledgiong them Sins,, we ſhall be the better, 
diſpoſed ſure, to be forry for them, to beg 
pardon of them , and watch agaiaſt them. 

The Fruit of this Liberty has been 
ſufficiently accounted for Chop. 3. And 
therefore I proceed, 


$. 3. To propoſe ſome Rules for the At- 
tainment of it. 


1. The Mind muſt be grounded and 
rooted in the Faith ; it muſt be thoroughly 
convinced and perſuaded of theſe great Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Religion, T batthere 
is a God, and ſuch a God, a Holy, Jutt, 
Omniſcient,, and Omnipotent one; the 
Incarnation, Suffering and Glory of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus; a Judgment to come , and 
the Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments of 
another Life. The firm Belief of theſe 
_ does naturally promote theſe two 
Effefts. 1. It will awaken a Sinner out 
of his Lethargy and Security ;it will diſturb 
him ia his finful. Enjoyments , and fill his 
Mind with guilty. Fears, and uneaſy Refle- 
tions. And when the Man finds no reft, no 
ſecurity in his fias, this will naturally oblige 


him 


L 
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him toiendeavourthe Conqueſt of them. But 
then' we'muſt nor; Rifle and-Tupprels ri eſe 
Thoughts3 wemuſt gives Conſcience full 
Libetty3 we muſt hearithe-DifQtates- of oor 
own Kiadopddienaly-; - and'conficer ſeriouſly 
thoſe terrible FTruchs, which they lay-before 
us; til-we gotroam this Exerciſe deeply im- 
preſs'd with! fuck, Notions-avitheſe : That 
bur-'Sins,/ {poner or; later, will certainfy 
bring; $4 [termporal: and} eternal »Mi- 
ſery: + ;\buti ſincere: 
ouſneſs pores trueiand laſting: 
ineſs1\*Phat 5106 is | at dreadful Dinga? 36 20 
ally roorboog'iwirk Tadignation;, or 
ſume too-far onthe! wobt'a Fuſt, and 
Holy;-andr Aliighty Go: That rhe neg 
> rg ny by' 
iprocured bythe Bleſſed: Jeſas, 
the Jour rs et of the Covenanr, 
rie(all which we 
Fro by gem tar yras 4s a Giles that will fink 
gown therotiftinare: ſinner-inco- the: loweſt 
Hell;. and+regider- his;Condition morein- 
CINE of = (nem rea none 4 
and\ Gomarrihi' : 2: 'The :fteond 
ahe firm Beliefiof. theſe:Goſpel TT ” 
thar- it | 4n us a Contempr- of ithis 
World; andialiothe 'chings of ir. - To him 
that believes, How ſhovr'is Es _—_—_ 
to. Eternity?! How falls), 
te Paid ns compre vevren ty he 
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the. mo&-full-; and -ealarg'd'- Notions of 
its Objefts ;8.>Faich,) char nor only"looks 
upog the:Articles of -our Greed as true; bur 
©; beholds-them-in1a manner as preſent 5 and 
.  repitnted and drawn ito che Life, ;thar 
they GÞ.abs:$0ul with great 20d moving 
Conſiderations. This Faith does \notvogs 
ly- beligve that there is ai God , butir'bes 
holds Him, and walks before him ag; pre- 
ſent 3, ti ſees Him array'din-all his Glory, 
and. in.all this: Maje&y,y in the Power:and 
all che:{Ferrors 4:46 dllche Beauties and 
all che Graces of _the- (divide Nature 2 Tt 
does; aut anly believe thir:ebtrevarm: Re: 
wards andi-Ruaidbments but; igieurreeml, 
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Fa /This.s rhe Faith aber fers us free. : 
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| Divine'Truths rillthey have fire dour Souls; 
till. they» have enkindled our ' AﬀeRions'; 
till wei: be: poſſeſs'd-by* an-ardent? Love 
of God, of -Jeſas;/ of -Righreodſieſb;; and 
of: \Heaven-4' till all: our -other:Defirgs and 
Paffions be converted into; ind:fwallowed 
up efLove.; till God'becomes'the Center of 


| Love) how greatandiglorious arerhe things 

that: are: {aid; of (Thee 4 Tis Thou who 
goſt impregoacte/and; avimare Paithiir ſelf: 
?T'is-Lhou: who idoſt' furmouur-he'Diff- 
culties :of:Daryy'nnd make/the Yoke of 
Chriſt -caſy., 'and ip Burdetlight'+-*Tis 
Religiog fulbof- Pleaſures 3Tis:Phou that 
rm eres 77 8 
Ons/z/! tunaer the-m ; 
ons of Dae Tis Thou char'makelt us 
diſtelifſh-the Pleafures of rhis World, ' and 
long<to bediflolved-and'ro be-with' Chriſt, 
Here-is tlie Liberty of-:thie $Sons(ef God. 
Blefſed:zre' cheyieven in this World wid 
ton 56 Baba DoacicaF an ete bd 
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our;Souls ; and in Hime reſt; in Him 
wwe glory, and 4a Hinr we rejoices O F- 
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of the; PerfeQ Man's hert "ay it. TE 

to Martal cr. Gul __ X have ſhewed 
what this Sin 4$3 far Man may be 
freed from ity. A - ian to 
Chap. 4. for wy Pleedom, I 
ke be gp SIBET 


Attainment. - of -- And; through this 
whole Chapter, | have. had regard, not 
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| Barreaneſs,. or , Uafruicfulngſs, may in 
xeneral beſt be underſtood .by compariag' 
it with a State of Wickedzeſs : From which, 
as. it-ig uſually ngubeg inthe Notiott 
of the Vulgar, ſo does .it really differ on 
many Accounts.. . The one has in it an Air 
of ance, the other of Unconternment 
for Religion; the one forgers, God, the 


 6ther contemns Him ; the one has no Reliſh 


nor Sevour of that which is Good, the 
other finds too much Guſt and Ples/ure in 


- that which is Ev4/; the on& makes us by 


Degrees Enemies, the other Strangers to 
God, In ſhort, there is little Doubt tro be 
made, but that the Omiſion of a Duty, and 
the Commiſſion of a Crime ; Lukewarmneſs 
in that which is Good, and Eagerneſs and 
Confidence in that which is Evil, may, and 
generally do differ very widely in che De- 
grees of Guilt; From hence it is ( the Sin- 
ner being always a partial and indulgent 
Judge of himſelf) that it is not unuſual 
for many, who ſeem to have ſome Abhor- 
rence of Wickedneſs, to be far, enough 
from apprehending much Evil, or much 
Danger in Vofruictulaeſs. . This is a fatal 
Error; it fruſtrates the great Deſiga of 
Religion, and robs it of its trueft Honour, 
Good works. For what can Religion 
effe&t by that Man, who retains nothing of 
it but the bare Form and Prof ry, 2nd 

ares 
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le Performance of ir. © The 


Coldneſs, Formality; and treat of each in 
order ;' of the Former in'this, and of rhe 
Latter in the following Chapter. And be- 
cauſe each bf - them-are encumbred with 
Miſtakes and Errors, which ariſe not on! 
from Self-Love and Partiality , but Nd; 
' from Shaſlowneſs of Py ment., Jjoin'd 


endeavour {0 to betas: this SubjeR, as 
neither to diſcourage the weak, nor em- 
bolden the careleſs. 


4. x, Of Tdlenefs. The Omiſſion of a 
Duty mg be either Habiro4l, or Occaſional 
and- Accident ah: And accordingly the Caſe 


of Omifon tay be very diffcrent. 


1. An Hibitual Omiſſion of Duty cannot 
conlift with Sincerigy : A. general Negleft 
*.Y defeats the main End of Rel 
| to Honour God, Adorn our Holy 
| and Promote the Good of Hu- 

man Socierys all whickcan never be _ 

ut 


To. | 
_ *UnfcuitfalacG, if ir ok peri 
New 0, gonſifts in 'ewo Things, x 
Vet of | Y 7 ors Lib und } 


_ cal Idleweſs, the Latter Drew; | 


with Tenderneſfs of cience ; T'thall 
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but by following afrer Righteouſneſs, and 
abounding 'in the Fruits of it. * By chis 
Rule, an 1d/e, though Innocent, Life, muſt 
neceffanily be accounted irreligiows and vi- 
crows, a flat Contradiftion to our ex 
cellent Proteflion. © He who does not Pray, 
nor Meditate, nor purſue any End of Cha» 
rity, though he be otherwiſe civil and regu- 
lar'in his Life , yet becauſe he” dbes not 
work Righteouſneſs, becauſe he is {o far 
from imitating the Zeal or Charity of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, that he aQts direQly repug- 
nant to both ; therefore muſt he nor 'be 
looked upon as a Diſciple of Jeſus, but as 
an Alien and a Stranger. He whoſe Life 
is ſpeot in Yanity or Dredgery, in Pleaſure 
of Buſineſs, rho 7, rar yr be not imv- 

, nor bis Buſineſs &xjuf, yet is he, be- 
Fore God, Aa Criminal, becauſe unprofita» 
ble ; he has received the Grace of God in 
vain che Light of the Goſpel has riſen 
upon him in yain ; and he has ſery*'d no In- 
tereſt of Virtue or Religion in his Gene- 
ration; and.therefore he will be excluded 
Heaven, with the forhful Servant, who hid 
his Maſters Talent in s Napkin, Luke 
I9. 20. 


"2. ' The Caſc of an accidexral or occaſional 
Omifhon of Duty, is very different from 
that of Hbit#c! NegleQ of it; an orcafio- 


nal 
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& "Of Unfratfulneſs, as it 
F, bon may be, not. only. lawful, but 
reeſſiry ; but the Ne les of, Daty-never 
either. * The Circumſtances of. po- 
firive Duty, 'and the Meaſures or Degrees 
of Moral Good, are not ſtriftly fix'd and 
ſled; and therefore; a ſingle Omiſſion, 
either in the one or the other, where ever 
there is a ſufficient Reaſon. for. it, cap nei-, 
ther 0 pears Sparit, nor aac: de- 
figa of Rehgioa ; (nor. conſequently; imply 
oy Corry a. inthe. Heart. = tr 4 
we mult rake Care, ' -\* ..., "bt 
1. That our. Omifſioa.-be not. too fre- 
vent. "We muſt always have. regard,;.in 
is matter. of Duty, .to. the great endand 
deſtans of irs Injunftion ; we: mult; take 
care that our Omiſfſons/in, Moral Dutigs be 
not {> often, -that eicher che Honour of our: 
Religion, orthe Welfare of our Neighbour, 
ſuffer by it. Nor mult we fo oftea omit In+- 
ſtrumeatal Duties, . Prayers, Reading, the, 
Sacrament, and the.like, as thereby to 
#bate, or much leſs. extinga:ſb, our. Spirir, 
rual Guft and Fervour. -Omiſhon of) Du- 
ty, too often repeated, breeds. a kind of 


Indifference, or-Lukewarmneſs ; and.Luke«' 


warminels ſoon paſſes into Coldneſs and Ins, 
ſenfibleneſs ; and this often ends in; a re-> 
probate Mind, and an utter;Averfion for 
Religion, . -- | 
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Of Unfruitfulnes, as it 


11 


Men\from it; and ſuch <ddvice as may be 
rhe beſt Guard 4nd-Preſervative 'againit ir. 

1)” The” Firſt Thing) (I - would! have 
every/one lay:tohearttis; Thar a Stare of 
| poten # Stare/of damnable Sin; * Idle- 


"nef$is direfly repugnant ro the great'Ends 
-of- Godyiboch int our -Creation-and' Re- 


As to'our Grearion'y Can we 

that God,: who-created not+any 

hoo bur: for ſome: excellent: End, ſhould 
*Create 'Man for:none, or: for a filly one/? 
TheSpirizwithio'us,/'is an aQive/and viva- 
cious Principle ; -our- rational Pacuhies ca- 
pacitate/and, qualify {'ns for: owe A Good; 
"this is the proper Work of +the 
-rrveſt and moſt natural Pleaſure of a-ratio- 
nal Soul: -'Who can-think now, that our 
wife Creator lighted this Candle withia us, 
thatwe might oppreſs and ſtifle it by Ne- 
gligence and Idlenels? Thathe,contriv'd 
deſtin'd ſuch a 'Mind to ſquander-and 


-Fool away-is Talents in Vanity, and Im- 


pertirience:? As: © our Reade "xs 
evident both what the Deſiga Log 
how oppofite Idlenefi'ts to it; | Chriſt gave 


hirnſelt: for -us,. to: Reileem 'us from all Inj- 
LE ARTY and-to pu 209 'o himſelf # peculiar 


opts cob zood\morks, 'Vit. 2. 14.:and 
is ora dr ym rg or:SandQi- 
'fication-aims at; ear God's wor 
he” Chriſt Jeſus #7370 good workss which 
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La 


'be | Godibubefore ordained, that we ſhould malk 
it. | in them E z-:10,/ How :lictle then 


= cat-a'lule =) coo =ogg _—_—_ 'the 
ExpeQacions © What a milerable re- 
le- | turn muſt-itbe-£o the Blood of his $09; 
ds | and/how- ncrerly. mult:it diſappoiat all the 
le- | purpoſes of - bis. Word: and-\Spirit? Bur 
Ve what-need-.E argue-further ?. che Truth I 
ny | contend faris the expreisind conftant Do- 
fd | @rine. of che: eareacila ,nqt Tajereſs 
ef | and fulnrſs of (Bread reckoned amongit the 
'a- | Sins of, Spdom ?:: What means4he: Sentetice 
a- | againitchcbartes Fig-rrec, Luke.r 347, bur 


4; | the 'DefiruRtion. and; Damnation of \the 
ne f 1dle-and-vlit Sluggith?. The, Indignation 
o- | of -God-. is / tir 7;enkindled-. againſt ; the 
ur | Barremeſs of {7ees, but Men, What 
s, | can:be'plainer-than-.the. Condemnation 
o- of: the unprofitable: Senvant, who periſh- 
d edibecauſe he had notimproved his Talent, 
d | Mahi 25.38, And how'frequently 'does 
l- | the Apoſtle declare himſelf agaialt the idle 
is | - and diſorderly? Andall this proceeds upon 
d | plain and neceſſary /Grounds; Our Lord 
'c | -- was.an Example of; Virtue as well as im- 
n nocenee 3: and he did not only refraig from 
of doing «Evil, court he. were about doing goud. 
d - Wezanvever fatisfy/the Intention of Di- 
« [ FeCe pts 'by\/ 4/5ve Righreoulnels : 
p, Whey ;6cd prohibgs-che furhineſf of the 
b fith awd; ſpirit, he enjains the prrfeiting ho- 
a ; Bb 2 line8_. 
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linefs in bis fear : Whiti hit forbids 130 tb 
evil, he ar the ſame tire preſeribes } Be 
lea nit 76 Ho well, 'Whiar tieed T multi 
more Gord? Idfenefs is *flat 

6n to Faith, Hope, Charity ; to Fear, Vi- 
gilance, Mortificarion * and therefore _ 
rally aut be 2 damning Sin: "T'h4 
I 


ive and vigorous Principles; Iole- | 


neſs eaftebles and dif fpirits, tmanatkes and 
ferters'us : Theſe are pure, tri, *nd flf- 
denying Pridciples {dlenels is foft and 
indulgent: Theſe r the World and 


- the Bady, rafs arid exale the Mind ;' but 
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7 view-it only-2s it is. drawn with a half 

and rhac_.che much le(s deformed of 
ehrepst I conkder-it here as prezending 
to Inwocence , dro ages, po (elf with the 
Hopes of : i 1 purar ns even thus, 
ſuppoling i indſeaſive as it 
can be,/ yer ſilf itheſe wy be the miſcrable 
-RffeQts of it* It wall: rob Religion, and 


che World, . of dueto.boch : It 
ll bereave.us ©  thoPleaſure of Life, and 
the. penn 5 and ſead us dawn 


k 6 toe denies ten mc Ergrmity;, For where arc 

rt maintaio the Order 
por Beauty-of HumanSociery ;- that ſhould 
relieve aad- Maſerics of the 


 'Warld ? Where 6 ag Vivtoesthat ſhould 


vindicate the Honour.of :Religioa, and de- 
; motſtrace ies Divinity as ally as Pre- 
diftions or Miraces can do? - Where are 
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Guſt, with ſuch and Lnke- 

warmnelſs, that they are neither a 

to God, nor uſeful- to themſelves. This 

State of Deadnefs ; muy be canfidered either 

—_ exerally, as it runs through the whole 
e of our Lives and Actions; or more 

= in this or that Laſtance of Re- 


x. When/tis {o general, that the; Beat 
and Courſe of our. is, for want of 
reliſh: of 'the Things gf Cots woes 
and depraved ; when we have 
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in Lukewarmneſs, Coldneſs, &c. 


co Edification. I think we may then bold- 
ly conclude, that this is a ſtate of Carzuli- 
t5 and Death. And that this want of Re- 
liſh in'the general Courſe of our Lives, pro- 
ceeds from a real wane of a ſincere Faith, 
Is cate wy. Rellareans 7 mans & 
once 3 were it 
ally perfiatted, o \ y/Ferkon, pra 
a Xce 
key ef the Things of God; as we ſhould 
_ ot mmog amen _—_— thoſe of world. 
carnal Men, {d would conſequent- 
F W's Dilienrs:id che Necure of oor 
Hopes and Fears, of our Deſires and De- 
ſigns, of our Joys and Sorrows; and as 
neceſſarily in the main Scope and Tenden- 
cy of our Converſation. Whoever there- 
fore 'finds rhis general Stupidity in the 
Conrſe of his Life, let him.not flatter him- 
If :ia the Performance of any of the Du- 
ties of Religion : He has a corrupt, car- 
nal, and blind Heart 3 bis Performances 
proceed not from erue-Priaciples, and bave 
not that Life and Vigour ia them that they 
ought ; they are as different from:the Per- 
Formances of a Man truly Regenerate and 
Sariftified, as the Civilities. and Comple- 
ments of a Well-bred Acquaintance, from 
the "ſubſtantial - Offices 'of -a Sincere and 
-AﬀeCtionate Friend. Nor:can any Man, 
'who will -take the leaſt pains to examine 


him» 


381 


ihe 
otro pals "of *A 
elf. Vole the' bare mode aro of 
hog relative, 'of in cital Duries-of 
Rdigion ; bur he otight enquire, Firſt, 
Whar Virtues he Pr , whichpur bim 
upon” Expente, "Hazard, of Tys Ont 
VWorks'vf Piety'or 'Charity" he'performs'; 
and whatProportion they bear' ro his Abj- 
lity. "Next, he oughr'to confider the'De- 
fizn and' End he*propoſes'to' himlelf in all 
his Religious Performances} whether lie 
ſeek the Honoar of God; the: Welfare' of 
Man , ' and' Nis own Im provernent arid 
Growth in Goodneſs; or whecdiy he does 
this tmeerly to acquic himſelf of 2'Task, 
and diſcharge himſelf of what he takes for 
anted as a Duty, though he finds no-Plea 
ure, no advantage” in it. Thirdly” He 
mult refle&t upon the Frame and Temper of 
his Mind 'in referehce to” theſe Duties; 
Ghar Frnger and Thirſt he'has'for Righ- 
&5'; what Warmth, Ardor,' Eleva- 
tion, or Earneſtaeſs of Mind accompanies 
his Performances ; what Peace and ' Plea- 
ſure/his Reflettion" on 'them'; "or whether 
Religiofibe nor a butrhen'ro him, '6r ſome- 
thing to which*Cuſtont ' 'recontiles 
him. Laltly, He ought to exainine/what 


Opera- 
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Operation. what I»fluence his Religious 
Performances / have nar pan , 
Hearing, Reading, and. fuch-like Duties, 
do. naturally tend 'to/enlighten the Mind, 
purify, the :Heart , ' increaſe our Love, 
ftrengthen our Faith, and confirm our 
Hope ; and, therefore where this is not.the 
= of ithem , wt Tracom, Ry 
arent diſcharg'd'in that manner, a 

with that Sincerity they ought. - He -there- 
forethat will examine himſelf aright; muſt 
not. ask himſelf how-often he Reads, how 
often he :Hears, :&*. and then 'reft- there ; 
but muſt ask himſelf what Efe&# theſe Per. 
formanceshave had upon-his Mind ; which 
he will ſoon diſcern, , xf he demand of him- 
ſelf, what the: bent .and ſcope of his. Life 
is; how much he advances and improves in 
the. Conqueſt of, any. Vice, andthe Attain- 
ment, of any Virtue ;- what he loves, or 
what he hates ; what Efteem he has for the 
Things of; God, and [what for: the things 
of Men. : And, in:a word, how he follows 
after-/Univerſal Righteouſneſs ;. and how 
he.increaſes in Purity 'of Heart, and Pover- 
ty of. Spurit. | | 

2;' Lukewarmneſs,.or Coldneſs, may be 
conlidered more partjes/arly, as it diſcovers 
it (elf .1n the-Performance of this or that 
Duty.;.\in Hearing,-Reading, Prayer, and 
Participation of , the Lord's Supper. Now 
Lh4 rs 
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£ with' needleſs Doubes and Scruples. | in 


No nartelo, that there is a Deadpeks in theſe p 
Duties, which proceeds from a carzal and | ii 
ny Heart, and fps cape Symptom | n 
a State of Sin : And yet it is too com» | b 
mao, that they whoare fubje& to it, make | b 
letle RefleQtion vpon it, andare little con- s 
0 

by 

ty 

h 

D 


cerned-far-it. On-the other hand, many 
dp Eh 
there is no is 

and this is no ſmall Evil to ſuch; for 
diſturbs the Peace of their Minds, damps 
the Chearfulneſs and of their Ser» } 
vice, andclogs and encumbers their Reli- 


have gane a to Ft this: marter | T 
right very maskilf and whilſt chey 
bave, as py (a thau ghe, Honey Exmthuſieſtick | 
Raptures, and Irregs/ar Heats, haverecally | an 
betrayed the Cauſe of true and ſolid Fe. tet 
wency of Spirit ; and ralked of Prayer, | ti 
and ſuch other Duties, in ſuch a manner, | th 
as cannot: but refleft diſadvantagiouſly on 
themſelves, amongſt fuch, as are mode- 
rately versd in the Scriptures, and have 
any Experience . of the Power of God's 
Word and Spirit upon their Souls. ':Byt 
_ ſa me molt is, «chat ſome; of 

ery deſerved Repute, have Taught, Thar 

Ss ve; ceking Spiritual Pleaſure iu Prayer, is 
an. Exemy. tO Perfedios ; : That dear and 
Ardor of Spirit-ia Prayer, does ofiga:hap- 
pen 
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en to the weakeff Chriſtians ; and v 
eldom- to the Perfe#, But my- Bufine 
not to-.combat the Opinions of Mea, 
but to advance T ruths in the molt charita- 
ble, -and' in the moſt effeQtual manner that 
I can 3 Therefore without taking Notice 
of the Motives or Reaſons, which have 
byaſs'd any on this SubjeR, I will lay down 
two or-three Propoſitions , which will, I 
hope, clear this Matter, and promote the 


Deſign | am now carrying 00- 


1. "Then, Lifeleſsne/s or Lukewarmaeſs 
in theſe Duties muſt never be.:conſftaxt. 
There is a vaſt difference between habitual 
and zactidents! Coldneſs in Duty.; the for- 
mer is the Symptom of worldly, carnal; 
arid unregenerate- Minds ;_ but not the lat- 
ter. Many are the Accidents which di- 
ſturb and indiſpoſe the Body ; many are 
the things which diſtra& and- elog the 
Mind ;; from both which becauſe we ſhall 
never be utterly free in this World; theres 
fore our Devotion will never be ſo coaſtant 
and uniform , but that -it will have its I» 
terruptions- and- Allays 3 *and Dulnels. and 
Lifelefsneſs will fometimes.. {cizeupon the 
beſt of Chriſtians. - Bur then, 'if this ſpi-. 
ritual Deadnels in Religious. Exerciſes be. 
fixt, conſtant-, and. habitual; it: mult needs. 
be'.a Proof of a et: Mind 3: For 'tis 
eV. C UN- 
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unpoſlible that there ſhauld be a true Prin- 
ciple of Grace within, which ſhould never, 
. or very rarely, ſhew it {elf. in the Since- 
rity and Fervency of our Devotiaa, . How 
is it poſlible, that that Man , mona 
nerally flight and ſuperficial ia his 

on, ſhould have a true CompunRQion, and 
fiacere Coantritian far fins ? How. is/it. pol- 
fible that he, who is generally indifferent, 
formal .and cold -in - bs Petitions, ſhould 
have a juſt Senſe either. of his Wants or 
Dangers ; or a true Value for the Grace 
and Favour of God? The Sum is, Dead- 
nels in Duty, is cither General or Rare, 
Common or Accidental : If it befals os 
Commonly, *tis an Argument of an- unre- 
generate Heart ; if Rarely, 'tis not... But 
# the Returns of Life and Deadaeſs in 
Duty be { frequent and unconſtant , that 
*tis unpoſſible' to determine whether the 
one or - the other prevail moſt ; thea tis 
plain chat che State alſo of ſuch a Maa is 
very dubious. 


2. Duty muſt never be deſtitute of Si- 
eerity, though.it may of P/zsfare and Tranf- 
port ; it-muſt never be without Serion/aeſ> 
and Conceroment, though it may. be very 
defeQtive-in the Degrees:of Love and Ar» 
dency. © Thus: in- Prayer, the: Tendergels 
anu Contrition'of. the $oul, or in 

| ove 


in Lnkewaruneſs, Caldneſs, &c. 


- —- 


87 


Love and Sorrow, is a Frame of Spirie much 
above what the Peniteat commonly arrives 
at. "But an'Averſion for ſin, a firm Refoluti» 
on'to.forſake it 3' and a hearty Deſire to be 


enabled by the Grace of God fo to do; 
is what he muſt not waar: | So again, 
Joy and Tranſport , the Ardor and Exul- 


tancy of Mind, is the EffeCt of a clear Un- 
nding ; an afſurd Conſcience ; a 
Heart enflam'd with Love, and a firia& 
Life : Whoevet therefore, falls ſhort inthe 
one, 'will generally fall ſhort ior the other 
too. But e Chriftian, that is truly 
ſuch, maſt have a true feale of his Wants, 
a hearty defire to ptcaſe God ,, a true Noxi- 
on of his Goodneſs, — dag he 
dence is thorough Chriſt. And theſe 
rudy 127 ſy fficienr to unite: our (Hearts 
and 'our Lips in the ſame Petitions ; ro 
make us in earneſt, in all che Duties we 
perform ; and caveful to intend the main 
end of them. 


\ 3. The Prayer of the Perfed? Man is ge 
nerally offer'd up with the rendereff and 


moſt exa/red Paſſion 3 and a holy Pleafture 


minghles it ſelf in every part of his Office : 
His Petitions and Praifes ; his Confefhons, 
Deprecations and Confidences , are all of 
them of warm and delightful 
Paſſions. — 
- C 2 it 
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it otherwiſe? Muſt not thoſe Praiſes and 
Magnificats be full of Joy and Tranſport, 
which flow from a full Affurance of the 
Divine Favour, from a long Experience 
of his | Love, and from: the glorious Prof- 
pect of -a Bleſſed Eternity f Can thoſe 
Deprecations and Confidences want a heaven- 
ly Calm and Tranquility of Spirit, which 
reſt upon the Mediation of Jeſus, the Pro- 
miſes of an; immutableGod, and the Pledge 
of his Spirit ? Can thoſe: Confeſſions want 
Contrition, that have all the Tenderneſs that * 
holy Zeal, and the bumbleſt RefleQtions 
can inſpire them with? Which are poured 
forth by a Soul enlighten'd, purify'd, ftrong 
in the Faith, rooted and grounded-in Love; 
by a Soul conſequently that has the live- 
heſt Senſe of the Deformicy and Danger of 
Sin, of the Beauty and Pleaſure of Holi- 

' neſs, of the-Infinite Goodneſs of God, and 
of that Love of Chriſt that paſſleth Know- 
ledge ? Can, finally, thoſe Petitions want 
Detire and Flame, which are offer'd up by 
a Soul that hungers and thirſts after Righ- 
tcouſneſs , that counts all things but dung 
and droſs in compariſon of - Jeſus, - that- 
pants after God, that. longs to be difſolv'd 

_ and to be. with Chrift? 'And as we may 
thus, fromthe Nature of things, colle& 
what:kind of Prayers thoſe of the Perfe&t 

Man-generally are ; ſo may we, owe 
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Exampleof the-Royal P/a/mift, and others, 
© demonſtrate al} this to.be no. yain Specu- 


htion pe real Matter of FaQ. . 'Tis true, 
Weight and Dignity.of Matter, Gravity and 
fn om of Expreſſion, are the Chara- 
Qers mott conſpicuous in Peblick, Offices, 
in the beſt and moſt ancieor Prayers: And 
particularly in the- Lord's Prayer... We 6nd 
in them. few or no Figares of Speech., no 
Vehemence of \- --Bur-It; is rrue 


| too, .That the Devotion of -@-Soul dilin- 


'd, as it were, from the Body:;;-retir'd 
rom the. World; collected within 'it ſelf, 
raiſed *by* daily Contemplation, and -accu- 
ſtom'd to Converſe ' with Heaven , flows 
naturally. and. eaſily, - 'Fhole great Ideas, 
which ſuch a Prayer as that of our Lord's 
Compoſure preſent to the Mind:,' inflame 
the Defire, awaken'all the Paſlibns of the 
Holy Man, without any. Labour of Ima- 


* gination, or Artifice-of Words. - 


Thus have I conſidered the Nature of 


1a Kwarmnehs ; arid/ſhew'd-: how far the 


Perfe& Man is remov'd from it. - My next 


Buſineſs is, to perſuade and exhort Men 
toquitit 3 and fincere and zealous, 


IT mvft, Firſt, take notice by the way, 


That beſides Idlkneſs and Lukewarmaels, . 


there is ſometimes a Third Cauſe or-occa- 


fion bf Uafruitfulneſs ; which deſerves ne» 


CSI; yer 


Ld... 


2 


"of Unſurſuinſe en a 


ver to be (lj ;. Thar is , Fighleneſs, 
Unſteadineſs\ 'or Inconflanty; Many there 
are, who often purpole.,-proje&t , and re- 
ſolve great Manters ; \butnever bring forth 
any Fruit to PerfeQion 3) What they Build 
one day, they'throw-down- another. They 

t on 'as many various moral Forms, as 

rote inthe Poets does: natural - ones ; 
ſometimes they are-in a fit of Zeal 3-at 
other-times 'nothing but Coldneſs and bare 
Form ;\ſonnerimes-theyare in the Camp 
of Virte ;\bmetimesin thar of Vice tn 
- a word, they halt like- the 1/raebires , be- 
. eween' God and” Beet ;'and are divided and 
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1. I will Enquire into the Cauſes from 
whence Eukewarmine and aff abortive 
Atrtemprs afcer Virtue, ' flow. | 

2. I will ſhew the ' Foly,, Guilt, and 
Danger of a Laodiccan: State. 


F 1." Of the Cauſes; cc. 'Fheſe are go- 
nerally Four. oe 


17. Men finding themſelves under great 


- Difficulties in comi to Holineſs, in the 


tree genuine and Notion of tt, have 
endedvour'd: to enlarge the Way, and-wi- 
den the. Gate thatleads to Life ; and have 
therefore - formn'd *to rhemfelves more ſoft 
and plant Notions of Vice and Virtue' | 
Such: #8'tmay be more eaſily accommodared 
either to their particalar 'Taclingtions, or to ' 
the Modey and Faſbiong of the World, 'rthan 
&s A poltles cay. Henee 
it is, thath Ffach as pretend to forme 
regard for Reli bn, Hemility, Poverty of 
Spit, Self-denral, Abſtinence and Mortifi- 
cation, are fd for ſtan being viſible in their 
Pradice, that we Rem to have almoft loft 
the- Notion 'of them; '' And the Pride of 
Life , and the -. Luſt '6f. *the Eyes, are 
ſo univerſally 'praQtifed-, *rhat - though 
we know, that -thele "in St. Joly, arg 
the ' Nathes' of Vives , we- fearee know 
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what the Things themſelves are. We have 
confounded the Mears ang Bound of Vice 
and Virtue ; and ſuch are the Freedoms, 
I will not ſay, of thoſe who profeſs De- 
bauchery, but Chriſtianity, t hat if they 
be conſiſtent with the: ity and Purity 
of the Goſpel, 'twill be hard to deter- 
mine, what Excels.is, And in)a ward, 
how many are there, who making a'Prq» 
feſſion of living by Faith, and looking for 
the blefled Hope,-and the glorious Ap- 
pearance of Chriſt,.,do. yet live, as if all 
the bufineſs of Life were to. get and enjoy 
as much of this World .as they can-3 who 
profeſſing themſelyes. the Diſciples _ of 
Chriſt, whoſe Heart, was lowly , his For- 
tune mean, and bis, Appearance humble, 
do.yet lay out their. [1me,their Labour,their 
Wealth on this one Deſign , to make. ſuch 
a ſhew, ſuch a Figure\vin the. World, as 
may render.them yp Envy of 
their | Neighbours ?, And\, as our Indul- 
gence. to our ſelves in thels things, which 
relate: to the Pride and t Vanity of Life, 
and. the. Eaſe and tgp ites of the Body, 
js yery. great; ſo 00-theſamegrovnd, and 
for the:lame reaſon, is;pur Z#4/ for the In- 


tereſt of: Virtue, and the Honour of God, - 


remiſs.' Converſati- 
on has very little Savour, very little Grace 
jnit; and-ye-are ſo farfrom beipg reſa- 
Fr WR | ute, 


yery little, faint, and 
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Jute, and induſtrious to awe, or ſhame. 


Vice abroad, that we our ſclves ſhould be 
almoſt oyrt'af Countenance, if we ſhould 
be obſerv'd to pay any particular Reſpe&t 
to Religion or Virtue in Company. .- The 
Governmeat of our Families 15 fo lax and 
ealy, that jt ſavours. more of Coldneſs and 

erency, than Feryency of Spirit. "Tis 
true -indeed , theſe-I .am ſpeaking of da 
generally frequent. the Houſe of God ; 

they ſit before. him as his Peaple ; and 
delight to. bear his 'Word.: But fo did the 
Jews, when God tells them, in the Pro- 
phet, Ezek. 33. 31« that their, hearts went 
after their Covetouſneſs : And in the Pro- 
phet 1/4#4h, we have but an odd CharaQtev 
of the'Morals of theſe People ; of whom, 
God ſaith, yet they ſeek we daily , and de- 
light to know my ways : Nay, further, . they 
delight in epproaching to God , Ia. 58. 2. 
Now thaugh ſuch, as-I am ſpeaking of, 
may not be guilty to. this Degree, {a as 
to. be chargeable with open Wickednelſs ; 
yet Lam: very much afraid, that even in 
this Duty they but promoteithe Cheat and 
Impoſture they put ypan thetnſelves ; and 
make their Diligence in this point miniſter 
to quiet their Conſciences in their Laodie 
cean State;for 'twere eaſy co prove that ſuch 


" as theſe do more generally aim at the-En- 


gertainment of the Bar , than the: Refar- 
; mation 
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of Unfraitfulneſs, as it conf ifs a 


mation of the Heart. * And we may ſay of of 


Preachers now, as God did of Ezekiel ; 
And lo, thou art unto them as « lovely Song, 
of _ that has « very pleaſant Voice, Erek. 
33-3 . The Muſick of 'the Voice; the 
Creatas of Delivery; a Flow of 
Words ; the Surprize- of Novelty , and 
Notion-; ;the Beauty of ' Sentences ; y” _ 
the Sparkling of Wit:and Fancy-, or 
Appearance: of Learning: Theſe are, 
doubt, roo often the that draw a 
gether and charm anAuditory-: And fo 
lr ple, but none converted or edi- 
ho ſweats ar - bluſhes, who 
trembles or grows pale at theſe Sermons ? 
Who goes away from them wound- 
ed, or ſtruck through, ſerious, and pen- 
ay, full. of - pious Tears, and devout De- 
res ? 


; /3- A Lagdicenn —_— ſprings from Sloth 
and Pufillanimity ,' or the Want of a tho- 
rough and well-grounded Reſolution. This 
was one Cauſe of the I1/raclites FluQtuati- 
on and Uncertainty ; ' they were indeed 
defirous of a Canaan, but were not forward 
co purchaſe it , by tedious Marches , ha- 
zardous Encounters, and the Hatdſhip of 
Huoger and Thirſt, 'a%d:ſoch like : They 
were ever and anon willing to have pre- 
ferr'd the Diſhonour and Servitude of 


Egypt 
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Eeypr piwith Security and Fulnels, before 
a Canzan:0n theſe Terms. And thus it is, 
his day _ ww wry of. a dary 7 ny 
pirit.,'and: a doubeful ſtaggering Allegj- 
ance. An Heaven/they, would have, but 
would: not purchaſe it'at too dear a rate ; 
they would be accounted the Dilciples of 
Chriſty/and ſhire in;the Merits. of. bis 
Suffecings, but they-would nor take up his 
Crofs, in any. ſenls; avd tollow hiaz. But 
abs ! iſrael. wes ag. well haye. gained 
their Liberty without ping:oue of Seve + 
or a Cavaen without: IP, 
and Blood, as Thels;! V ircue, aan Flaren, 
withoue/ Wacchfuſneſs and Induſtry ; W 
may: as well hope-te ſapport and _—_ 
the Health and ——— th of the, Body, 
without- Food- or Exerciſe, as that of che 
Soul; without Meditation and Prayer : We 
may as ſoon Conquer our Enemies with- 
out Diſcipline , Expence and. Blows , as 
maſter.our Corruptions and become Vie- 
tuous , without ſpicitual Watchfulaels 
Travel, 'or -Coatention.., There is indeed 
Force and Efficacy enough in the Word of 
(God, toenlighren the Mind,gnd "nd Queiy the 
Heart 3 if we would but frequeatly and ſe- 
rioaſly Read and\Medicate it, The Grace 
of the Spirit is ſufficienc to conquer our 
Corruptions, and ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh 
us in; Faith and Obedience ,. if we did but 


carneſtly 


396 ; of Unfruitfulneſs, as it conſiſts ; 


earneſtly and frequently pray for-it. ; and 
cheriſh and improve it when obtain'd. The 
_ o_ God __l | —_— are _ 
dou and ſuitable, powerfu 
and effe ld -wv- oy danihorncar, Profere 
vation, and Increaſe:of Holineſs';/ and all 
his Ordinances have a Divine Virtue and 
- Energy in them, if-they be butduly/ and 
conſcientiouſly made/uſe of. But if we do 
not watch ; it we do not meditate; if we 
do not pray ; if we expoſe-our ſelves to a 
vain and trifling Converſation ; if we in- 
dulge the Body all 'the'Eaſc' it is inclined 
eo; and put our ſelves 'upon-no- Duties ; 
png no Diſcipline that we have any 
eluQancy for ,- *tis not to be 'wonder'd 
at, if our Virtue be'erazy” and fickly , if 
obr Performances be cold and unedifying , 
our Faith weak , our AﬀeCtions'low and 
roveling , our Life unfteddy and unpro- 
fitable , our Religion "deſtitute of true 
Pleaſure, and our latter 'End of ra- 
tional Comfort , or well-grounded Confi- 
dence.” Tis naturally to be expe&ed that 
the Soul of <the' Sluggard ſhould be like 
| his Field; - Prov 24- 30.1 went by rhe 
Field of the Slothfnl, « and by the Vinejard of 
the Man woid of | wnderflanding ; and lo it 
was allgrown overwith Thorns, and Nutles 
had covered the face thereof, and the ſtone 
wall thereof was broken down : This is _ 
| plain 


L 


. es AM DD ans oo | 


it. 


a6. 


in Lukewarnneſs, Coldneſs, &c. 39 - | 


plain Cauſe, and commonly the firſt of our 
haking Ae God and Bad ; namely 
our and Sloth in Religion, joyned 
with Pufillanimity and Cowardiſe, which 
moves us to Jeong all Difficulties, and 
| diſables us to make a bold Reſiſtance 
| againſt Temptations : How criminal and 
guilty this muſt render us ia the ſight of 
God, *tis no difficulty to gueſs. Is this 
the Zeal, the Revenge of an humble and 
ative Penitent ? Is this to redeem the 
Time, and efface the Memory of our paſt 
Sins and Provocations ? Is this the Con- 
verſation that becomes the Children of the 
Light, and of the Day ? Is this our hun- 
ger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs ? Is 
this our Ambition, our Paſhon for an 
Heaven ? Finally , Is it thus we requite 
the Mercics and Obligations of God, 
and the Love of Felus, that paſſeth 
Knowledge ? Shall ſuch halting trimming 
Chriſtians as theſe, think ye, ever be 
judg'd eadued with a true and . living 
Faith , who expreſs in the whole Te» 
nour of their Lives, ſo much Coldneſs 
and Indiffterence for that Salvation, which 
the Son of God thought worth the 
purchaſing, by ſo much Travel, and fo 
much Sorrow ſo much Shame, and ſo 
much Blood ? 
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7. A Third Cane" of our Halting be- 
tween God and Baz{ is foe mans In- 
fidelity. This wasthe Caſe of 7/7 2e/ too. 
They were ever prone to mms ; partly 
train'd up to it in_Fgypr, and elſewhere ; 

artly betng more capable of forming an 

dea of a Finite and Topical God, than of 
an Infinite and Univerſal one, Jey. 23, 23. 
Partly being fond of following t Faſhions 
of other Nations. And laftly, mov'd, partly 
by that great and long Profperity, which 
Egypt and other TdolatronsNation senjoy'd ; 
and no doubr, comparing it too, with the 
Variety and Uncertainty of their own For- 
tune and the frequent Difappoinemente of 
their ExpeQations, Hoſes 2. never hying 
it to Heart all rhe while, that the way to 


ſecure their Proſperity, was to change, not 


their God, but their Manners. FT would 
to God this were not too lively a Deſcrip- 
tion of the State of too many Chriftians ; 


and that we could not trace our Lukewarm- 


neſs and Ficklenefs in Religion, roo plainly 
back to the ſame Source or Origine ; 
namely, forme Degrees of Infidelity: ' I 
wifh rhe Proſperity of the Wicked do not 
ſomewhat undermine the Belief of = Pro- 


vidence: T wiſh, whatever we talk of a 


Treaſure in another World; we do not 


now and then think it wiſeſt to have our 


Portion 
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Portion in this. I am afraid, that the De- 
cays and Didſlolutions- of our Nature in 
Death, che Rotteaneſs and Corruption of 
the Grave, and the Variety of Changes 
and Fortunes, our very Duſt undergoes, 
may tempt usto ſome Scruples and Jealou- 
fies about a poſthumous Life. But however 
it be in theſe points, I am too too well 
aſſur'd, that we do often doubt, whether 
Virtue be the true Bleſſedneſs of Life ; 
whether there be that Pleaſure in Righte- 
ouſnels the Scripture affirms there is. I 
am conhdent, the Notions of Righteouſ. 
neſs and Holineſs, with which the Scri- 
pture furniſhes ys, are often blurr'd and 
blotted by the Maxims and Cuſtoms of the 
World; and.perſuade my ſelf, that there is 
ſcarcely one of thoſe, that are Laodiceans 
and Trimmers in Religion, that do nor 
Aatrer themſelves, that God will not be as 
ſevereas his Threats ; and that he will re- 
ceive them into Heaven upon milder and 
fofrer Terms than the Goſpel propoſes. 
Some ſuch kind of Infidelity as this muſt 
poſſeſs the Heart, where-ever the Life is {0 
infinitely below our Profeſſion. When he 
Ward preached doth xot profit, it is becauſe it 
is not wixgled with a due Meafure of Faith 
in thoſe that hear it. Tf we did truly be- 
lieve the Revelations of God 3 if we did 
ſee the Promilcs of ha ** 
, ent 
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| ſeat by- Faith, .chough! diſtant  in- chem- 


ſelves; *ewere impoſſible -but they muſt 
move, -but they muſt take us ; *twere'im- 
poſſiblebut they muſt enkiadle'in us ano» 
ther fort.of Deſire, and this Defire-would 
ſoon produce another fort of Endeavours, 
another forr of Life. ' When Moſes beheld 
Canaan from Piſga, how paſſionately: did 
he defire to enter into that good Land ? 
When the Diſciples had feen Jeſus Aſcend 
upinto Heaven, how. were they tran 

ed with-a Deſire of following him! how 
unſpeakable was their' Joy | how ferveat 
their Prayers ! . how laſting and enlarged 
their Gratitude ! They returned to Jeruſalem 
with preat Foy ; and were continually in the 
Temple praiſing and bleſſing God, How does 
a Proſpe& of Gain captivate the -Cove« 
tous ? How does the Fancy or ExpeQati- 


on of Pleaſure inflame the Voluptuary? 


How does the Sight of Vanity and-/Gran- 
deur infe& the Proud? And the Hope of 
Glory fire the Ambitious? What, hath 
the Beauty and Pleaſures of Holineſs no 
AttraQtion ? Has Heaven no Charms in it ? 
Has the' Favour and Love of God, -and-of 
Jeſus, no Force no Power-in them ?. Surely 


we have not the face to deny, but that the 


Promiſes of God are. great and precious 
ones, and if they raiſe: no Paſſion in" us, 


it muſt not be through want of Excellence 


and 


oy 
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and Lovelinaſcil them, bur Gant of Fs 
in s. Andchen judge you , how .accepta- 
ble this kitid of lafdelity mult reader us 
to God ; What Value can God have for 4 
People whom no Kindneſs can. oblige, no 
ArgumentsConvince ; with whom no Mis 
racles can' gain: Belief ; Hl Aﬀurances or 
Promiſes find:Credir ? Hell is the port 

of the featful and #nbcliever, Rev, nia 
And what dreadful. Judgments did over- 
whelm 1/+ acl; as often as 3 thus nhes 
between God and Idols ! Ir did fot excu 
rhem that thiey had ſome ſort of Veneration 
for-the Methory of Moſes atid his Miracles ; 
ſince this' was, vat able to over-rule theie 
Pyejudice and Superſtition. that they retaia 
ſours Honour for Abraham, Iſacc, and Jr 
cob, and that God, which was the Fear & 
their Fathers, fince they had as much, 
more, ' for the N#iovs round abour peibey 
and their Gods too, And whatever Power 
they did acknowledge in the God . of 
Heaven, or whatever Benefit they did own 
themſelves to bave derivd from him, as 1 
can hardly'think, the Memory of either 
was utterly extinguiſh'd amongtt them ; all 
this-avail'd them nothing, while they niade 


* their Court co other too, and: put 


their Truſt in cheir Patronage and Prote- 


Aion. h this be ſufficient to make 
us ſanlible of the Guilt of a LavJicean V it- 
D wucs 
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much takea 'with this, and therefore too 
apt to ſet up their Reſt on this ſide Jorden. 
Now if this be ſo, What can we expe ? 
They only who conquer, art crowned; they 
that /ow to the and to' the world, can 
reap nothing from 'theſe but Corruprios: 
Theſe kind of Chriſtians, though perad- 
venture, they are norSlaves to any infamous 
and /candi#is Luſts, are yet entangled by 
ſomeother, not much leſs injurious, rhough 
not to'Reputation, yet to' Parity of Heart 3 
they are captived to the World and\Fleſh; 
though their Chains ſemi better poliſhed, 

d of 'a figer Metal ; they cannot monne 
upwards; they cannot conquer, being re- 
tarded' ard kepe under, if not by the 
StrenzsrÞ'of Temptation, yet by their own 
Softmeſs and Weakneſs ; and yer, Why 
ſhould T Jd60bt bur theſe are conquered'by 
Tempttition? The more iznocexr the Ob- 
je& of any one's Paſſion'is, generally the 
more fn ; becauſe we are the more apt 
to inda/pe out ſelves in-it. The Cauſes of 
Lukewafrmieſs vg uo pointed out, *tis 
evident what the Cure of it confifts in, 
namely,' informing juſt afd correct Noti- 
ons of Vinge and' Vie; in ſtrengthening 
and confifrfing our Faith, and in perfeQ- 
EE OY our Reformation: E 
will now endeavour to poſſeſs the Minds 
of Met with an Averſion and Dread” of 
Dd 2 this 
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this State of Lukewarmgeſs , by ſhew- 
ing, 117 119 315 403 4 | 


s. The Folly... 
2. The Guilt, and 
3- The Danger of it, 


7. The Folly.-. How reaſonably may I 
here addreſs my ſelf to the Lukewarm.in the 
words of Elijah tothe Iſraelites; How long 
hate ye between two opinions f:if the Lord be 
God; follow him; but if Baal, then follow 
bins, 1 Kings 18.-21.- If yon, do indeed 
believe, that your Safety and [Happineſs 
depends upon God, then ſerye him'in good 
earneſt; but if you think this depends up- 
on-the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, 
then ſerve- theſe; if you really-think that 
Virtue and Religion are the moſt ſolid and 
ſtable Treaſure, then ftrive ſincerely and 
vigorouſly to poſſeſs your ſelyes of them ; 
but if you really think, that the Baſe and 
Pleaſure of the Body, ReſpeR, and Pomp, 
and Stare; is the proper Portion, - and ſove- 
reiga'Good of Man, then devote and offer 
up'your' ſelves to-ctheſe. For what aFolly 
isthar Life, which will ncicher procure us 
che: Happineſs of this World, ' nor of ano- 
ther? 'To- what purpoſe is oat or) 
ſo much to Conſcience, as to dampand chi 
our Pleaſure; and fo much to Pleaſure, as 

or + uy 
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ro difturb'the Peace and Repoſe of Conſei- 
ence ? But icddeed, as the Words of ELjeh 
were rather ati Irony than any, real Doubr, 
whether Bae! or. the Lord were God ; ra- 
ther a ſcornful Deriſion of gheir bolly and 
Stupidity, "than a ſerious Exhortation to 
deliberate, whether Tdolatry ar the Wor- 
ſhip of the True God, were to becholen; 
I doubt not, but mine will ſcem to you to 
carry no other Sound in, them. "The Di- 
ſparity is fo vaſt between ., God. and .the 
orld, between Religion and Seoſvuality, 
Covetouſneſs and Ambition,; between thoſe 
Hopes and Enjoyments,. we may reap 
from the one, and thoſe. we can fancy: ia 
the other; that there is fo place for doubt» 
ing what Choice we are to. make, or--to 
which Side we are to adhere ; nay,  ia-this 
we are more criminal than the. 1/reelires, 
being felf-condemn'd. The 1/raclites. in- 
deed, ſeem to be at a loſs, wherher the 
Lord or Bal were God ; they doubted ua- 
der whoſe ProceQion they might thrive 
beſt. Barat this day, whoever believes a 
God, knows, very well there .is none be» 
fides him. Whatever paſſion we have for 

the World, and che Things of it ;..v 
ever ſpiritual [doſatry we are guilty of, our 
Opinions are not yer fo far corrupted; asra 
attribute ro them, in Reality, any thing 
likp Divinity, Whilſt we dote on Wealth, 
| Dd 3 wg 
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we at the ſame time know thatiit makes i its 
ſelf Wings ang” flies away ;z.; whiltt .on 
Gteatneſs and Power, we know that 'ris 
bur a piece of empty and tojllome LATn 
try, and often the Subje& of. Miſ 
diſmal Tragedies, not incident to a was 
State; whilſt we dote on Pleaſure, we are 
well aſſur'd that *tis diſhonourable and 
ſhort, and intermix'd with Fears, and 
Shame, and Torment ; we know that no- 
thing here 'below is able;co: free our State 
and Fortune from Calamity our Mind 
from Guilt, the Body from Benth, much 
leſs the whole Man from a Miſerable Erer- 
nity. Tn one word, we know that what we 
admire is Vanity, and what we worſhi 
is indeed an Idol,” This being ſo, I will 
infft no longer on this Topick 3 for face 
the World bears no Competition with God 
in our Opinion, though it often-rival bim 
in our AﬀeC&tiogns, we are not . to-impute 
the halring*of a Laodicean Chriſtian. ro 

any Ferſtaſion of Omnipotence or Allſuffi- 

ky, ar apy thing like Divinity in the 
things he dotes on, ſerves, and worſhips 3 
but we muſt find. out ſome other Reaſon of 
ir. -*And that is geaerally: this, We are 
'to -believe, that our-Fondneſs . for 
rin our lavigne Sa Body, 
is £5aſift ent enough wit 
9 is! lo Violation of our Mor ney 
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cation'to God; nor conſttyently; Prejitdice 
eo out: Bernal Intereſt ; aH8 ha 'tis' "© 
wonder if 'we blend ard compound' Ra 
gioh aid Serfſuality ; and' Rand divided th 
our Aﬀe&ions; ' and conſequtnly halt” ih 
out Service\between God ard rhe Worlt. 
To prevent this Þ will ſhew; © | 


2. That thisis z great $74 ; - which is fre 
ficiently-evidenr from this Nap le Confidert 
tion, That i froſtrates the Efficacy of 'rfit 
Goſpel and the/Sprrit, andentirely defeats 
the great Deſign of ' che Chfiftian Relip70h! 
For, 1. Religion has no effeQyal Tnfluerics 
upon the-Lukewarm himfſeff; the G 
works no thotough Change in kim. 
Sinner is 'not converted into a Saint; nor 
Human Netare perfeQed by Participation 
of a Divine one. 2. The Laodiceans ct 
never offer upto God any Gift,” any Satri? 
fiee- worthy” of Hitt; not" fender Him ay 
Service" acteptablt® oo APs clic © 
of God is righteouſneſs, hd pete; aha" j0). 
in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 1h -He'thit inf theſe 
things JOU. it acreptaBlt fo God, ant 

d of Mes. Bit lis! Theſe Men 
are almoſt utter ſtrangers" to theſ&thitizs 
A oor faint ," tid iichfine Wits , for- 


and cuſtvriitry ny Frapers Wierd va 
ror Altes; #6 on" by #: 

Word, tather Gn Par at- 
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ferings they can make. God.3; And-will God 
be; becter with theſe, than be was 
with of-{ſrae! that were deformed 


wich 'Mgias: and Blemiſhes ?2:Meal. 1.8, 
Offer now theſe to thy governor, will be be 
pleaſed with thee com 1h of thy perſon ? [aith 
Ty Lord of hoſts. The Magi indeed, left their 
Country, -and Offered Gola, Fraxkineeaſe 
and Myrrh to our Saviour, Matt..2. David 
would zot Sacrifice to God of that which cof 
bim nothing, 2 Sam. 24-24. The Primi: 
tive Chriſtians: offered. up to God, | Praponn 
and Tears, Labours and Travels.z nay t 
Honours, their:-Fortunes, their Lives, their 
Blood. But alas, .Whar have theſe-mea to 
offer ?:T hey have not Love enough to put 
chem upoa any Expence, nor Faith rnough 
to putthem upon.any Hardſhips, for the fa 
of God and Vartue,. For thongh they think 
themſelves rich andincreaſed i in goods: and to 
have need of pn are.they poor, 
wretched, and miſcrable, .and blidd: and 
paked,. Revo.3. 27. And: {ball theſe re- 
Tie a 7 ary .of Ri wage gag Shall 
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in Lukewarmneſs, | Coldneſs," &c. 
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3- The Life of the Laodicean-Chriftian 
wall acverdo any credit to Religion, or re» 
fie& any Honour on the Goſpel. No Man 
will-be ever able:to diſcern the Beaucy:of 
Holineſs, or the Power and Efficacy of Di- 
vine Truths, from the Practice and. Con- 
verſation of ſuch-an one. Ah ! had the 
Carriage of the Primitive | Times been 
fuch as his, I know not what Miracles 
might have done-,. I am ſure Examples 
would never bave-made many Proſelyces, 
But the Chriſtians then ated thoſe Vir- 
tues, which the Pages only ed to; 
and Faith in Jeſus etchiev'd thoſe Vitories 
over the World, which the: Jews ( fo de- 
bauch'd and ſtupid were they grown) did 
in. the Declenfion of that State neither ua+ 
derſtand nor pretend to : This was that 
which made - the World admire: and love 
Chriſtianity. - After thus much ſaid of 
the Effets of this fort of Carriage ; I 


' need-ſcarcely put any one-iq mind, what 


will: be'the laft and ſaddeſt Efteft of it ; 
for. if our Chriſtianity be ſuch, that 4t 
neither truly ſets us free-from Qur Bondage 
to.the: World and Fleſh ; nor enrich our 
Soul-with true. and ſolid Virtues; if it 
neither promeene the Honour of God,nor the 
Good of Mao, it muſt unavoidably follow, 
ghar having a& true Title -ta God's :F4- 
| vour, 
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vour, nor any rational Ground, on which 
to build an Aſſurance of it ; we can-reap 
no trus Comfort or Pleaſure from Religt- 


- on here, nor-any Reward from it hereaf- 


ter. Alas ! What talk I of Comfort and 
Reward? Diſtreſs and Anguiſh muſt take 
hold of the Sinners in Sion; and Fearful- 
neſs muſt ſurprize the Hypocrite : And 
from the Troubles and Miſeries of th#s 
Lite, they muſt go down into the Ever- 
laſting Torments of «worher. The Scri- 


ture is plain ; God" will ſpue them out 
- his 0 as .he did the Lavdicedy : 


' He will ſhut the Gate of Heaven againſt 


them, as _— the fooliſb Virgins thar 
had no Oyt in their Lawps: And their 
Hel] will have one Torment in it, which 
is incident'to no others, that they had once 
the Hopes of Heaven ; and it is no ſmall 
Aggravation' of Mi to fall into: it; 
__ fromthe Expettation of Happit 
nels. 

This is not, as I obſerved above, 'to be. 
apply'd-to accidental Dulneſs' or Deadnefs 
in Duty..; nor are the Decays or Abate» 
ments of Love, which-Good men ſome- 
times ſuffer, immediately/ tobe pronoun- 
ced anon p _ yet #heſe are —_ 

in | of the Danger are in; 
ee recall d to- their! former Zen, in the 
Words of . the Spirit-40/ the Chorch*of 


Epheſus ; _ 
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Epheſus; Nevertheleſs ,, I have ſomembat 
ainſt thee , becauſe thaw haſt left thy. rſÞ 
| Remember therefore - from mhence: 
thaw art fallen ; and repent, end do the firf 
Works ;, or elſe ] will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy Candleſtick ous of his 
place, except thou repent, Rev. 2. 4; 5+ 


CHAP. IX, 


Of Zeal. Or the Firſt thing to be can«. 
ſider d in a. State of Zeal y namely; 
What Holineſs or Righteouſneſs the 
Perfett Man may be Foe to have 


arrived at. 


Am arriv*'d: at' the /aft Stage of Perfe- 

&ox, which I'chuſe to call a State of 
Zeal ; not only becauſe the Scriprore ſeems 
to dire me to' this Expreſſion, bur alfo 
becauſe. it ſeerms to me more full and pro-- 
per than others, that may be,' or are made 
ule' of, for the ſame End, A State: of 
Union is an Expreſſion that better ſuits 
another Life than this. For the Leſſon 
the Perfe# Man iseverand anon to revolve 
in-bis Mind is, That the preſent Life is a 
Life of Labour, and Travel, and Suffer+ 


ings ; 


of Zeal. 


- 1ps/5the future one, of 'Rewards,, and 
Crowns ,''\and Enjoyments, Then as"to 
' tharother Exptefſion, 'The'State of Love, 


it-ſuirs wy porpoſe'well enough ; but does: 
ol pet arid extly to it; *as* 


the Stats'of Zee! j for 1 take Zyat" tobe 
Love, wi the urmoſt Elevation and Viva 
city that it is capable of. | 
'And now, what a noble, what a fruit- 
ful" 47goment am Þ[ cntring upon ? Me- 
thinks T 'feel my Sout grow _ and 
exkindle upon my approaching it ; and my 
firſt Views Sy Charnplations of it, inſpire 
me with Delires-of the fame nature with 
it ſelf. I am'concern'd to ſee my ſelf con- 
fin'd and limited by the Laws of Method ; 
and-find my ſelf inclin'd to wiſh, That I 
were' now to write, rather a juſt Volume, 
than a few Pages. Here the Heroick A#s 
or what'is more, the Heroick ' Lives of 
Saints ;' Martyrs , and Confefſors, preſent 
themſelves to ty Thoughts: Here Hu- 
was Nature, enriched, 'adorned, and ele-+ 


vated to: the utmoſt Degree; by a Partici- 


pation of the: Divine one; Here the Power 
of - God's Word, 'the Energy 'of the Holy 
Ghoſt , the Triumphs' of Faitb, and the 


Extalies of Love , would-be ' deſcribed 3 
Here: the different Excellencies of different - 


Virtzer, and the different” Value 'of 'goo! 
Works ſhould be ſtated and ferled, ' and the 
yariqus 
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various: Paths, 18. hs 1 Men col Deigns the 
Heights of Vi aA 4 enki 
be examin'd, id Piety and bn, WiC. 
dom bg refin'd from: the Alloys and Mix- 
tures. of Enthuſiaſm, Superſtition, Fancy, 
or whatever elſe they are disfigur'd\and 
debas't by. But.this canogt now be done, 
and is may be it could. not. at all;be done 
by me : No Meaſure of the Spirit, perad- 
venture, below that, + 5 which the 4 4s 
fles were iofpir'd, is ſufficienttp.treat c 
Argument as.1t requices... Belidesg-accord» 
ing.to my Cap Cityz, I haye been all along 
making this Point. When, in the. #irf 
SeQion, I ſtated the Notion of Perfettion, 
ſhew'd by what, Sceps we advanced: to' it, 
what Means. we /are £0 make uſe ;of, and 
what would be the Frei: of it,I did in Efe& 
deſcribe to my Reader , the State of Zyal, 
and mark'd out the Path that. leads to it. 
When,.,ia the Second; 1 labour to eſtabliſh 
the true Liberty of Man, upon the Oyer- 
throw and Extirpation not only of Mortal 
Sin,.and of Idleneſs and Lukewermpeſs; but 
alſo, as/far as it might be, even of Vp 
£ 


Infirmit t3,and Original Corruption; W 
was I "ing tr ho this oge De- 
lign, y, the implanting and propaga- 


ting. in the World. the State of Zyl ? 
However , ſomeching there ſeems to me 


yet wanting, to complea; my Vndenakings 
an 
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a9d 7h" T'#m co endedivorr now,  Fo| © 
which End F'will bers diſcourſe of Three | © 


6 rigor ent 
_ | | | 


"7 What" it is in getieral 3 niger by | © 
Zeal! $119712) | rw 10 Z 
"2, Wha is that "Perfeftion of Holz. L... 
ps bac / wherein it conſiſts. 
mac AvnT: CHF! | 

©" 3, 'Of the Fffitacy of Force of ohis' Hold FB. 
weſt," as it exerts it ſelf in' good Works, 
theſe; "the'two Former Thall' be the Argu- Tur 
ment of ###'; the Third of che following | 54, 
&'1//OP Zeal in "Giteral, wha it is | pe 
I dv not-exclude ſbme' Degrees of Zzel, by 
from every Period of the Chriſtian's Life ; £ 
Sincerity* catinot 'ſubfifF wholly wittivur] 3” 
it, "The Hunger aa Thirſt after RighteJ| 1. 
ouſneſs, which is the Subje&t of one-of our by. 
Savibur's* Beatitudes,, muſt be more off - 
le" in"every Child! of God. But it mey 
ſignify "one" thing in the T»fart, another 
in the Adult Chriſtian ; in the' one, [the 
Conqueſt of Sin, of rather of the Reliques 
and Retnains of former ſinful Habits; 'and' 
the Arttinment of ' habitual Goodtels;' is 
the” Obje#' of this Hunger and Thisft : TI 
the other,'it imports a'vehemeor Deſire of 
whatevcr is yer wanting to a further'Ac- 
coms 
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To compliſhment and Conſummation of Righ- 
knY teouſneſs already fixt and eſtabliſh'd ; the 
” | entire and ultimate PerfeQion of it in, Hee+ 

+, | 2ex.; and in.the mean Time, the pramo- 
b ting the Divine Glocy upog Earth, whats 
vy ever it colt ham to do fo. By a State of 
"_ Xe! then, I here. mean Virtue or Holt 
"| nels, not inthe Bud, or in the Bloſſom, 
but 1n its fall Strength and Stature, grown 
up., and ripe, and loaded with bleſſed 
of Fruits:.. I mean. that Holineſs that is the 
—j Reſult of Illumination, or Clearneſs of 
ol Judgment , of the Strength and Force of 
#®Z | Holy Reſolution, and the Vigour and 
Energy of Holy Paſſions. In a word, I 
mean that ſolid, ſpiritual , and. operative 
For: Religion ,. which may be felt and. enjoy'd 
F I by us Qur ſclves,: in the Serenity and Tran- 
Ms quility of Conſcience , the Longiags and 
Breathings of Pious Deſires, the Joys and 
Pleaſuresof a Rational Aſſurance ; diſcern'd 
of) by che World, in our Lives and Actions, 
inthe Modeſty of our Garb, ia the Plain- 
nels and Humulity of all things elſe, thar 
pertain to the Pore of Life ; in the Tem- 
pefoncs of our Meals, the Purity and 
lcavenlineſs of Converſation, the Mode- 
ration of, our Deligas and Enjoymeats, 
the; InſtruQtion of our Families ; with. a 
= tender and undefatigable Watchfulneſs 
over them ; the Conſtancy of our Attend» 
ance 
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ance #pox,' and rhe Devoutneſs of our De- 
portment 5x;'the Publick Worſhip of God; 
and finally, in the ACtivity and Genero-» 
lity- of our Charity ; Or, to ſpeak 'm 
Thoughts ia the Language of St. Paul, 
State of Zeal, is that PerfeQtion or Matu- 
rity of "Holineſs, which abounds ia the 
Works of Faith , the Labour of Love, and 
the Patience 'of Hope , in our Lord Jeſs 
Chriſt, in the ſight of God, and our Father, 


1 Thefl; x. 3. Now the cad of all this is, 


the advancing the: Glory of God : And 
therefore Zeal is well enough deſcrib'd, or 
defin'd by an ardent or -vehement Defire 
of doing ſo. Now this is adyanced two 
Ways : Firſt, by our Perſonal and Inherent 
Holineſs : And , Secondly, by the Fruit 


_ of it, good Works. Of both which, I 


will now ſpeak a little more particu- 
larly. ' | 


$. 2. Of that Perfefiow of Holineſs 
which conſtitutes rhe State of Zea/. Here 
I will Enquire into z2wo Things. 


1. Whether the Perfe# Man muſt be 
poſſeſſed of all the Treafures of Goodneſs ; 
Whether he iuft be adorned by a Con- 
fluence, and an Accumulation of af Vir 
.rues. 


2. What 


MT _ 11RD DR _ RT  __ DT rIIC”T_vT TT TT _AWT TDI 


- © 


- - —m———_—_— 4 


-46 of Zedl. 


PETIT 


'2. What Heighr of Virtueyowhat Degree 
of Hotineſs; -he- may be fuppoled -co-ar- 
rive at; * fs 


1. Of the Extent of Righteouſneſs. It 


is generally thought, chat Univerſality is 


5s - eſſential- and neceſſary a Property of 
Goſpel - Righteouſneſs, as Sincerity - and 
Porleverance * Fhat there is an inlepara- 
ble Connexion and Union , between - af 
Chriſtian Virtues; fo that he: who wants 
any, muſt ' be concluded to: have none: 
This wart being, not like.a Blemiſh that 
diminiſhes the Beauty , or a Maim 'that 
weakens the Strength ; but like a-Wound 
that diſſolves the' Frame and- Contexture 
of the Natural Body. This Opinion is 
partly buile upon” Reſo#, which rells us, 
Chat: there is a native Luſtre and Beauty 
in all Virtues; and therefore there. is no 
one in the whole Syſteme of Morality. but 
muſt-be lovely and amiable to a good man. 
Partly upon Scripture, in which we fad 
the Chriſtian repreſented ; as holy. in» off 
manner of Converſation, 1 Pet. 1. 15. Per: 
fed# in every good work, Heb. 13.21. 4s 
filF'd with all the Falneſs of God, Eph. 3.19. 
As fruitfal im every good work, Col. 1. x9. 
and exhorted -in the molt comprehenhve 
Ferms imaginable, to the Practice of every 
Virtue. Fins!y, Brethren, whatſoever things 
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are true; whatſoever things are honeſt, what- 
| ſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are 
pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report ; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praiſe, think on theſe things. 
To which- may be added numerous Texts, 
importing,” That Faichisa Principle of Vnz- 
verſal Righteouſneſs; and That the Fear 
and Love of God, do equally.oblige us to ul 
his Commandments ; and TI hat the Vio- 
lation. of oxe, involves us in the Guile of 
all. And the reſult of all this ſeems-to 
be plainly this, That the whole Chain of 
Graces-is -diflolved and loſt, it there be 
but ane Link wanting. But at this rate, 
as the Sincere Man muſt be endow'd with 
' «ll manner of Virtues, ſo mutt the Perfed# 
excel in af : But the; one and the other 
Aſſertion , if we conſider things cloſely, 
ſeems to have in them infuperable Dit. 
culties. There is a vaſt Yariety in the Na» 
tures--of- Men, in the States and Conditi- 
ons of Life, and in the Kinds and De- 
grees , as: well of the SanCtifying , as of 
the Miraculous Gifts of God. St. Paul 
tells us, Every Man has his proper Gift of 
God, » Cor. 7. 7. From whence it ſeems 


is not capable of atraining to an Excellence 
and Eminence in every Vartue. Expert 
tells us., That there are different kinds of 
b | Na- 


naturally to be inferr'd, That every Man 
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kinds of Virtues, like ifbrec-kinds of Seed, 
will thrive better 1n_ oxe:than in. another. 
Nor'does Grace alter"the- Manter much ; 
fince it generally accommodares it ſelf' ro 
Nature. ' Laſtly, it ſeems'very hard,:'That 
every Man ſhould have the Vircues of all 
Men, of all States, of all Capacities3: every 
particular Member,the Virtues of che whole 
Church 7 the Beauty agd' Strength of the 
Churehy as well as of the natural Body, 'or 
Commonwealth, conliltiag, not id the &All- 
ſufficiency of every Member, 'burin that 
Variety of Gifts and Graces, that cements 
and unites, enriches and ſypports the, whole. 
To come up to Matter ot 'Fa# ; I _ 
the Faith T Abr ahami, the Mutreloof 
ſes, the Patience. of Job, the Loveof fe 
Magdalen, the Zeal of St, Peter, and the 
Labours and Travels of Sx. Pagyt ; which 
Firmneſs and Conſtaacy is tov "incan A 
Name for. Theſe Virtues ſeemitherefore, 
to have: been'the'/ peculiar Excellencits: of 
theſe 'Perſons ;/ and to have {hone 10'wheps 
with mare tranſcendent Luftce, than any 
other + Fheſe- ſtem to have: been rhe V.r- 
tues , for: which Grace! and' Nature eaj- 
neatly qualified: them 5 and to on 
-Providence of God mare imtiediately. and 
dire&ly called'them. - All this conkder'd, 
ſeems--1t nor" enough..to .come up-to the 
Eesz Per- 
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; Perfettion of: theſe great Men ? May it 
plas rom to — theſe Virtues, which 
Nature, Grace, and Providence prefcrib'd ? 
May-nor the. Perfe#' be allow'd to want, 
what he does notrneed ? Would one not 
thiak., "that, in'many ReſpeQts , it were 
enough for him tobe free from-this or that 
Vice, rather than to expe& that he ſhould be 
adora d with this or that Virtue,- which he 
has no uſe for ?; Eſpecially, if by Virtue, we 
underftand ftritly, ſuch a Habit as enables 
usto att cafily and delightfully, To ad- 
juſt this Matter ; 

..I. The Perfe# Man muſt, as I have 
proved, before, not only be ſer free from 
the Dominiog of Sin, but alſo abſtain even 
from a ſingle AR of preſumptuous Wicked- 
neſs : He muft neither Criminally omir a 
Duty, nor Deliberately commir'any thing 
repugnant to it, 


i»; He muft be endowed with Spiri- 
tual- Wiſdom. and | Underſtanding, with 
Faith ; Hope, "Charity , with the Graces 
\which'I will call Uziverſal, becauſe ne- 
ceflary and indiſpenſable to all as Chriſti 
ans, abſtrating from their. particular Ca- 
»paciries and Relations ; and #het too, in 
an eminens Degree, 0 as to be firong is the 
. Grace which is in Chriſt Jeſas, 2 Tim. 2.1. 


=D his will render /him holy in al manner of 
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Converſation ; and thoroughly farniſÞ'd to ul 
good \Works. Theſe two chings conſticure 
Univer/sl.Rightequſneſs, compleat the Per- 


fe# Man; and fully fatisfy the Texes ab 


ledg'd; Qr if xot, what follows wil. 


37; He muſt excel in thoſe Virtues 
which are moſt ' Nararel. I call thoſe 
Virtues Nataral, towhich Grace and Na- 
ture moſt ,powerfully diſpoſe and. incline 
him ; for theſe he ſeems to be deſign'd by 
God ; theſe will ſoon grow up to Matu- 
rity ; and much will be their Fruit, and 
great-their Beauty. I do not all this while 
{uppole, that the Perfe# Man ought. not 
ſo far to ſubdue and reQify his Temper, 
as not. only to- overcome the Sin of -his 
Conſtitution, but in ſome Degrees poſleſs 
the Virtue that is molt- repugnant to it. 
But tg. expe him to be eminent here, is, 
I doubt, too hard and unreaſonable. For 
here , when he has beſtowed much Pains 
and Travel; much Care and Coſt, his Pro- 
greſs may not be ſo much, as where he be- 
ſtowed l/esft. Bur here I muſt add to 
Cautions ; the one is, That no Man mi- 
ſtake contracted Habits for Natere, and 
then conclude, that it will be impoſlible 
for him to attain the Perfedtion of this or 
that Virtue, through a natural-Incapacity. 
la the gext place, let no Maa fatisfy and 
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cootent himfelf, -in-awreak and' i 
State'of thast Virmue, which is. direlbly op- 
_ tothe Sin of bis Conftitatrom 3. but 
r him! think, that bere!, if avy% where, 
his Virtue-mult be always gr6#:»2:;3 and 
Jet him not doubt, but that our Saviour's 
Promiſe-, as fari ag it-can be accoinpliſh'd 
on" Earth , / belongs r6 his ffacere Endea- 
vours here 5 Bleſſed zre theyvthir bunper and 
thirſt after Righttouſneſsy for thiy ſball be 
fled, Matth. 5; 6. | bt 


4. The Perfe#t Man muſt be' eminent 
in thoſe V irtues; which are mblt Neceſſary : 
duch are thoſe which his particulae Station 
and Calling, or any other Diſpenfation of 
Providence he is. under, requires of bim. 
Whatever Virtues may be more delizhrful, 
theſe are ev gen z others may be 
more natural, have more of Uſe and 
more -of Merit." ' A Mary may” fall: ſhore 
of Perfe#ion'in others, without either Dy/- 
peragement or Guilt ; bit ge im 
theſe ,- can hardly eſcape- borh. ides, 
every —_—_ lovely ins pherr', and in 
Its fime here 1s a | Grace ant 
Luſtre, that attends the Virtues of a Man's 
Station, thar- is ſcarcely to be found in any 
other, - I wonld, therefore, have my Per- 
et Man, truly great in his own Buſineſs ; 
and ſhine with a dazling Luſtre in His own 
M9 [3 Sphere. 
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Sphere. + To this purpoſe}, ſurely, ſpeaks 
the Advice of 'St.'Paul, Ronr."12. 6, 7, 8. 
Having then Gifts, differ ing according to the 
Grace' that is proven to us, whether Prophecy, 
let us Prophecy attording to the proportion of 
Faith : Or miniſtry, let us wit on our mint- 
ſtring : Or he that teacheth, on teaching : Or 
he that exhorteth,; on Exhortation : He that 
giverh, let him do it with Simplicity : He 
that ruleth , with Diligence : He that ſhew- 
eth Mercy, with Chearfulneſs. 


5. Laſtly, As there is a different Guile 
in Sins, fo there is different Merit in Vir- 
rues :- As amongſt Miraculous, fo amongſt 
ſanQifying Gifrs, ſome are more excellent 
than others; and he is the wot Perſe? 
Mas, who is enrich'd with the moſt Per- 
fetd Gifts. The three Heroick Virtues of 
the Goſpel are, Faith, Love, Humility. Nor 
do I preſumptuouſly, contrary to the Apo- 
ſtle , exclude Hope ; but comprehend tt 
under Faith, Of Faith T have often had 
occaſion to ſpeak. Humility will makte rhe 
laft Chapter of this SeQtion ; and therefore, 
I wilt only exhort tro Love: ' Love is the 
nobleſt Fruit of Mumination and Faith, 
the true Source and Parent of Joy and 
Peace, Love is the moſt pregnant Seed 
of a Divine Life ; 'ris the Principle that 
animates , moves, and forms the -whoke 
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Body of Righteouſneſs; , Love is the bond 
of Union ,and Communion: with the Father 
and his Son Jeſus thraughrthe Spiric, And 
"tis but fir,..that what readers us moſt . /ike 
God , ſhould-render us moſt dear to him 
too: And this-Love does ;- for God is Love, 
Ja ſhort, Love 5s the fulfilling of the Law ; 
:tis the Beauty and Perteftion of a yu: 
ple of Jelusz and the.” great Subject of 
Praiſe and: Glory. in. the Day of Jugdg- 
ment. Love is the laſt Round in the Scale 
of Perfeftion ; and therefore my Perfet# 
Man muſt 'abound in this. What De- 
grees of Love, of Defire, or Complacency 
tor the things. of this preſent Life , may 
conliſt with Sincerity ; what with Perfe- 
aion , may be ealily Jearnt from ſcve- 
ral parts of this Work, There is no doubt 
but the Perfe Man mult oye God to that 
Degree, that. he muſt always cleave to 
him; walk. as always before Him ; ever 
meditate and-. contemplate on Him and 
his Works; contrive and ſtudy, labour and 
coog#nd to. pleaſe Him : Ir muſt be an 
Amliction-to him to be divided trom Him 
but for alittle while ; and he:/muſt ever 
and anon, by Day and Night, break our 
into his Praiſes, and rejoyce and Glory in 
him. 2. He mult love God to that De- 
Kgree, as that all things, in Compariſon af 
Him , mult appear blaſted and wither'd, 
(505 | empry 
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empty and contemptible, without Pleaſure, 
without Beauty.:. And conſequently, he 
muſt ſo thirſt after-che Beatifick Viſion, af- 
ter the Preſence and Fruition of -God,. that: 
be mult carneſtly deſire £0 be. difſolv'd, and- 
pant, and long to; be diſmifſed-from the: 
Pilgrimage of this World, and from the 
corruptible- Tabernacle of the Body, Nor 
do-I, Laſtly,, doubt, but: that this Love is 
often ſenſibly trenſporting :?Tis a fire with- 
in, that ſtrives to break. out, and. exert- it 
ſelf in the Fruitions of Heaven; *Tis a 
rich and mighty Cordial, that taiſes Na- 
ture-above it ſelf, and makes it all Purity, 
all Glory, 3s, | 


Thys have I conſider'd the Extent or 
Compaſs of the Perfe Man's Virtues. 
And the Sum total is : In fome he muſt 
excel, becauſe Natural and Eafy ;.in others, 
becauſe neceſſary. Univerſal-ones he can- 
not want ; they are cfſcatialro Chriſtiani- 
ty ; others of: a peculiar” Nature: he may, 
unleſs his Circumſtances exact them 2 Nor 
is this any -Diminutiog of: his: PerfefFion. 
Patience, Fortitude, Moderation, Vigilance, 
&c. are the Virtues of Earth, not Hea- 
ven ; and yet, none think, the bleſſed In- 
habitants of that Place Imperfe&, becauſe 
not endow'd with Habits which they do 
hot want. 'Above all, be. that _—_— 
1 er- 
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Perfe#, | muſt abound- in'thoſe Graces; 


which are- of the moſt Heroick Nature ; 
Faith, Love,. and Humility : *For theſe are 
they ,. which- moſt effeQtually exalt Man 
above himſelf, and above the World ; which 
inflame him: with a Zeal for the Honour 
of God, and: the: Good of Man ; and 


enable him 0 ſurmount the Difficul- | 


ties, which -he meets with, in profecu- 
ting this Glorious Deſign, I am next to 
Enquire, 


--h. 2. To what Height, to what De- 
grees of Virtue, the Perfe# Man may ad- 
vance. I have in part anticipated this 
Enquiry already ; yet cannot forbear ad- 
ding here +wa Qbſervations. Firſt, That 
Reaſon: and: Scripture ſeem to preſs us on 
towards: an» endleſs Progreſs 1a Virtue, 
And yet:, Secondly, That both ſeem to 
propoſe ta:us,. ſuch a Stare of PerfetFionas 
attainable, beyond which, we cannot go; 
that fo' the Beginzer may' not. deſpair of 
PerfeCtion, nor the Perfed abate any thing 
of their: Vigilance, and their Induſtry. 
Such a Degree of Excellence, ro which 
nothingcag beadded ; fuch a Height, above 
which, there s go room eo ſoar, if apply'd 
to Man, and this World is ſurely but an 
Imaginary Notion. To dream of ſuch a 
Perfettion, were to forget our. Nature, and 
our 


—_ 
CCRT IIERERTR OR wr 7 % 7 4 » wm,» aAOg 


of Zeal. 


our\State : No Sagacity of Judgment, ng 
Streageth of Reſolution, no Felicicy of 
Ciroumſtances , can-:ever advance us to 
this Height. «Such» a Perfection as. this, 
tha is incapable of any Increate, belongs, 
I believe, to God alone : Or if we may 
allow. it to Angels, we mult. certainly / de- 
ny it co May : In whom, one would think, 
the Appetites of the Body can never be {o 
intirely ſubdued, that there ſhould be ng 
m4" to extend his Conquelt , or render 
is Victory more intire and compleat ; 
And in whom, one would think, the Spirir 
of God ſhould never reſide in that Meas» 
ſure, that there ſhould be nothing to be 
added to his Fulneſs. *'Tis. hard: to con- 
ceive, how we ſhould-itudy the Sylteme 
of Divine Faith, how we ſhould daily re- 
flet'upon our Lives and Actions, withour 
rowing in ſpirittat Wiſdom and Under. 
ng; *Tis hard to conceive, how we 
ſhould give Grd, the World , and our 
ſelves, repeated Proofs of our Integrity in 
the day of Trial, without increaſing our 
Strength and Aſſurance: And Loye muſt 
narurally increaſe with theſe. Wheace it 
is, that St. Paw/, acknowledging himfelf 
not yet Perfet#, reſolves, that forgetting 
thoſe things thut are behind , and. reaching 
orwards to thoſe things that are before, he 
wonld preſs on towards the Mark , for the 
prize 
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prize of the bigh Calling of God, in Chrift 
Non f Phil. 3.113, 14. And St. Aaffin res 


ves, Pleniſſima Charitas, quamdiu bis hov- 


mo vivit, in Nemine eſt; an abſolute Ple« 
nitude of . Charity is in' uo Mortal "upon 
Earth. , | 
And 'yet, if we come to Fa# and Pra- 
Fice, one would be tempted to think, that 
the Diſciples of our Lord and Maſter, 
had arrived at that State, wherein their 
'buſineſs was not to climb higher, but ra» 
ther to: make good the Ground they had 
ain'd. - 'What could render St. Pas!'s Vi- 
ory over the Body more compleat, who 


aſſures us, I am whe ou with Chriſt ? And. 


again, I am crucified to the World, and the 
World is eracified to me? What could ren- 
der the Authority and Dominion of his 
Mind more abſolute, or its Graces more 
conſummate and intire ?:Who could ſay 
with Truth; *Tis not I who live, but Chriſt 
who lives in me. What would you- have 
added to that Faith , and Love , which 
made him ready, not oply to be bound, but 
fo die at Jeruſalem", "which made him long 
70 be diſſolved and to br with Chriſt ? As to 
thoſe words of his, Phil. 3. x3. forgetting 
thoſe things that are behind; and reaching 
forwards, &Cc. they relate to his Tryals and 
Performances, to his Perils and Conflicts ; 
not to his Attaiameats ; He does not here 
TE deny 
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deny himſelf ro be Perfe#, though that 


might well enough have become bis Mo-* 


deity and Humility ; but oaly , ps he 
wasnpt to look upon himſelf $ already 
at his Goal, a Conqueror and Crown'd ; 
there being much yet behind to do and 
ſuffer , notwithſtanding all that he had 
paſſed through. This is the Senſe of his 
&y &m 19% miliewua, which we render, 
not as though I were already perfetF. As to 
St. Auſtin, I am wholly of his Mind; 
for he ſpeaks Comperatively, and does in 
effet no more than affirm, That no Man 
living 1s as Perfed in this World, as he 
will be 1n enzother , which no Man ſure 
can ever doubt. —— If we conſult Res- 
ſon, will it not be apt to tell us, That as 
every Being has its Bownds ſet it, ſo has 
every Perfe&ton too? That there is a St 4- 
ture; as of the Natural, {o of the Spiritual 
Man, beyond which it cannot grow ? That 
as to Gract, no more can be infuſed, than 
our Natures are capable of ? Otherwile, 
like too rich a Cordial, it will not ſtreagrh- 
en, but fire our Natures ;' or like too 
dazling a Light, it will not aftiſt, bur op- 
preſs our Faculties. And does not the 
Parable of our Maſter countenance this, 
Matth. 25. 2. wherein he tells us, That 
God gave to one five Talents, to another 
two, to another one, to every Man ac- 
cording 
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cording to his  Abiljiry, By which one 
would think our Lord inſ{inuates, That the 
Meaſures of Grace are uſually diftribaced 
in Proportion to the Capacities of Nature ; 
and that he who improved his 7:wo Talents 
into four, arriv'd at bis proper Perfetton, 
as well'as he, who improv d his five into 
zen.; it being as abfurd to expe, That 
the Perfeion of every Man ſhould be the 
ſame, as to expe&, that all Mens Bodies 
ſhould be of rhe fame Height, or their 
Minds of the ſame. Capacity. / 

RefleQing on alt this together, I can- 
not but be of Opinion, That fome have 
aQually arriv'd at rhe ſtrength of Faith, 
at that ardour of Love, that they ſeemed 
to bave been uncapable of any conſiderable 
Acceſſions in this Life. But yet, new occa- 
ſions may ſtill d-mand new Virtues ; which 
were indeed before contained and included 
tn Faith, and Love ; but no otherwiſe, 
than as Fruits and Trees are in their Seeds, 
And ſome Degree of Original Corraption 
may ſtill be lurking in the moſt fanGiified 
Nature ; and ſome Venial DefeRts -and 
Imperfettions or other , may ſtill Jeave 
room, for the greateſt of Saints to extend 
his Conqueſt. Belides, 'tis hard to"deter- 
mine or fix the Bounds of Knowledge ; and 
every new Degree of Light ſeems ro make 
way for more, So thar after all, nothing 
hinders, 
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hinders, but that the Path of the Perfett 
Man , may, as well with refpe& to his 
Righteouſneſs as his Fortunes , be like the 
ſhining Light, which ſbineth more and more 
unto the Perfett day ; I mean, the Day of 
a bleſſed Eternity. 


The Motives to Perfeion , the Fruit 
of it, the Means and Methods of attain- 
ing, it, laid down in the Firf SeQion, 
will all ſerve here : Therefore I have no» 
thing to offer of this ſort.; only, if I for- 
got to pay that Deference to the Inſtitut i- 
ons of our Church , which they juſtly de- 
ſerve, I do it ow : And do carneſtly per- 
ſuade my Reader , to a ſtri& Obſervance 
of them. I do not only think this nece{- 
ſary to maintain a Face of Religion amongſt 
us, but alſo highly conducive to true Pey- 
fettion. I am fully ſatisfied, That there 
is a peculiar Preſence of God in his publick 
Ordinances ;* "That the Devotion of good 
Men does mutually enflame and enkindle 
one another 3. That there is an holy Awe 
and Reverence ſeizes the Minds of good 
Men , when they draw near to God in 
publick Worſhip ; and finally , That it 
the Offices of our Lit«rgy do not affeCt our 
Hearts, *tis becauſe they are very much 
indiſpoſed , and ver ory qualified for 
the true and irieual Theo 0 , 
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; ND now, let not. any one think; 
rhat I have taken Pains to advance 

- the Illumination of a Sinner, to knock off 
his Chains and Fetters, to raiſe him as far 
as might be above the Corruption of Na- 
ture, and the DefeQs and Infirmities of 
Life ; to ſcatter thoſe lazy Fogs and Miſts 
- which hung upon his Spirits, and to en- 
rich him with Heroick Virtues ; let no 
man, I ſay, fancy, that I have lboured 
to do all ;his, that after all; my Perfe# 
Man might fir down like an Epicurean 
Goa, and enjoy himſelf ; might calk finely 
of Solitary Shades and Gardens, and ſpend 
a precious Life , fitted for the nobleft De- 
ſigns, in aſluggiſh Retirement, No, no; 
as Virtue is the. PerfeQtion: of Human 
Life, ſo is 4#ion the-PerfeRtion of YVirtee : 
nd Zeal is that Principle of At#ron, which 
require 1a. aSaint of God: Accordingly, 
the Scriptures deſcribe this great, this hap- 
py Man, as, full of the Holy Ghoſt, fervent 
in Spirit, zealous of good Works, Such a 
one was Moſes, mighty in Word and Deed, 
as 
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as well as learned in all the knowledge of the 
Egyptians, Such an one was St. Stephen, as 
full of a Divine Ardour and irreſiſtible Fer- 
vency of Spirit, as of an irreſiſtible Wiſ- 
dom ; and ſuch an one was the excellent 
Cornelins, a devout Man, one that had 
transfus'd and deriv'd the fear of God from 
his own 'Boſom, throughout his Family, 
and Relations, and Friends too ; ove that 

ave much alms, and prayed to God always. 
What need I multiply Inſtances ? This is 
that which diſtinguiſhes the Perfe# Man 
from all others ; the Vifcories of Paith, 
the Labours of Charity, the Conſtancy 
and Patience of Hope, and the Ardors of 
Devotion. 

Need I here diſtinguiſh a Zz4/ of God, 
from the Fiercenefs of FaQion, the Cruel- 
ty of Superſtition, from the wakeful and 
indefatigable Attivity of Avariceand Am> 
bition, from the unruly Heats of Pride 
and Paſſion, and from the implacable Fury 
of Revenge ? Ir needs not ;- no fooliſh. no 
falſe, fantaſtick, earthly, or deviliſh Prin- 
ciple can counterfeit a Divine Zgal 'Tis 
a PerfeQtion that ſhines with ſuch a peculi- 
ar Luſtre, with ſuch an Heavenly Majeſty 
and Sweetneſs, that norhing elſe can imt- 
tate it; 'tis always purſuing Good; the 
Honour of God, and the Happineſs of 
Man : It contends earneftly for the Faith cnce 
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delivered to the Saints ; but. it contends as 
earneſtly too, to root out Wickedaels, and 
implant the Righteouſneſs of the Goſpel in 
the World. Ic is not eager for the Articles 
of a S:# or Party, and unconcern'd for 
Catholick ones. When it preſles for Refor- 
mation it begins at home, and ſets.a bright 
Example of what it would recommend to 
others. 'Tis meek and gentle. under its 
own. Aﬀeonts, but warm and bold agaiaſt 
thoſe which are offer'd to God.; Ina word, 
thoagh Love fill its Sails, Divine Wiſdom 
and Prudence give it Balsft; and it has no 
Heat, but what is tempered and refrated 
by Charity and Humility. 

Need I in the next place fix or ſtate the 
various Degrees of Zqgal? Alas! it is not 
requiſite ; Xl being nothing elſe but an 
ardent Fhirit of promoting the Divine 
Glory by the be Works. *Tis plain, the 
more excelleat the Work, and the more it 
colt, the more Perfect, the more exalted 
the Zy«/ that performs it. Whea like 
Mary, we quit the Cumber and DiſtraQi- 
on of this World, and chuſe Religion for 
our Portion, then do we loye itin good ear- 
neſt. Whea withthe Diſciples we can ſay, 
Lord, we have forſaken all and followed thee, 
or are ready todo ſo, when we are continu- 
ally blefling and praiing Gods when, if 
the Necellicies of Chriſt's Chucgh require 
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it, we are ready to call. yathing on. owj.; 
when weare prepared, if the Will of God 
be ſo, to refiſt even unto Blood ; whe no- 
thing is dear, gothing deligheful-co us but 
God and Holineſs ; then have we reached 
the Height of Zgal. In a: word, Zgal is 
nothing elſe but the Love of God made 
Perfe# in us. And if we would fee it 
drawn to the Life, we muſt Contemplace 
it in the Bleſſed Je/ar, who is the Perfect 
Pattern of Heroick Love. How boundleſs 
was his\'Love, when the whole World, and 
how tranſcendent when a World of Ene- 
mics, was the Objett of it ! How indefs- 
tigable was his Z;al! How Wakeful | 
How Meck | How Humble ! How Firm 
and Reſolv'd! His Labours and Travels, 
his Self-denial ; Prayers a6d Tears, his 
Sileace and Patience, his Agony and Blood, 
and charitable Prayers poured out with. it 
for his Perſecutors, inſtruRt us fully,, what 
Divine Love, what + Divine Zgal: 15: 
And now, even at this time, Love renee 
in him as he reigns in Heaven : Love is itil] 
the predominant, the darling. Paſſion, of 
bis Soul. Worthy art thou, O Jeſus! 40 
receive Honour, and Glory, ,and Bomint- 
on ! worthy art thou to Six dawn with thy 


- Father on his Throne | worthy art-thou-to 


Judge the World, becauſe thon haſt 6ryp 
becauſe thay hat __ unto Death, 
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becauſe 


O28 3-09 ego oy,Þ Ser 


*. 124g 4 . ET a 
- þ A 


446 _ of "Zeal, as it conſiſts 


; hecaule) chou Haſt overcome ! Somme there 
are,. indeed, "who have followed thy bright 
Exits though ata” great Diſtance. 

Firlt ,- Martyrs and Conteſfars : Next, 
Thoſe beloved and admired Princes, who 
'bave governed their Kingdoms in Righte- 
ouſheſ(s; to 'whom the Honour of God, 
and the Good" of the World, 'has been far 
Qearer, than Pleaſure, than Empire, than 
abſolute Power, or that ominous Blaze that 
is now called Glory. And next follow, 
'bold ! this is the Work of Angels, they 
"muſt Marſhal the Field of Glory in the 

» FEnd of all things. O my God, may 7, 
at leaſt, be one, to fill the Train of this 
Triumphant Proceſſion in that Bleffed Day, 
when thou ſhalt Crown the Zeal and Pati- 
*<nce"of thy Saints! Thus have 1 given a 
ſhort Account of Zg/. I will now en- 
*deavour to kindle it in every Breaſt by ſome 
few Conſiderations ; which will at once 
COD the Neceſſity, and declare the Fruit 

It, | 
1. Our own Security and Happineſs 
demand of us a Zya! fruitful in good 
Works. 
' 2. It is indiſpenſable to the Welfare and 
Good of our Neighbour. 
3 It miniſters moſt effeQually to the 
Glory of God. 
T. Our ow Salvation and Happineſs de- 
pend 
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pend vponit./-'For withourtb#;, we reje, 
or at leaſt- fruſtrate. the :zCovaſelsrof :God, 
a7 ainſt 'ouniomn Souls ; twastorthis Chrilt 
Died, thathe might parify t6 himſelf # pecu- 
liar people a48lows\; of good works..." Ihis 4s; 
the: great: Bnd-of our Eled4ion ; God: bath: 
choſen #s'\in Chraſt before;4 he foandation' of 
the world,: that me: ſbould, be holy. and without 
blame before him indovue; iÞ pheſ-1.4; which 
is to be\ explained by:: *2: 40. where 
God is: faid-ito:have before! ordain d thre 
ſbould walk-7n good! works. | And the begin- 
10g of the ver/e\midds us; ) that 'tis for. #his 
End God 4mparts-the Light of his Word, 
and-che.V igour oft his Sparic ;1'thar- for chis 
End he\ſanRifes'and-renews our Nature: 
We are: his. workmanſhip created in Chrift-Je- 
ſus \unto:. good works... St. Peter tells us, 
T hat this-is that: which-all:the .great and 
precious:Promilſes of-Ged inwmediately aim 
at: Firſt Godlioels:;) chen Life: 'Firit Vir» 
tue;; thea.Glary.'  Whasiſhal T fay more? 
Our\Lerdia his-Narrativeof, the Laſt. Ludg- 
ment,-/atid+ efewhere ;.-and his-4poftles 1a 
almo(t' ignumerable Places ; have: with 
great Powter, and-great Earneftneſs inculca- 
ted: this; DoQrine, that: we'ſhall-be;j 
eccording t0:0w5 Works : That Immortality 
and. Glory :is:the Portion ; not of: Kaow+ 
ledge, but. Patience and Charity 3 not- of 
an Orthodox Belief and Specious. Pretenfir 
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ogn,/:but-af neſs and.: Zeal; for 
co Scams ſee ike neuen fadiun' Crown, 
is/ « Come of. Right 
will -þe ſodg'e\ by thews Fax, which is not 
rheLanguage of the Go/ped, this docs not 
alted the Matter -at' all ; fioce:Fankrin felf 
wilkobe judg'd\ by ity Works And as & 
hap Eternity. depends \wpon our. gel, fo 
nottiiog'elfe.” wo ut us'any+ comfortable, 
| rational -Aflarange bb ac in this Life. 
wa 1 is plaia 3-becavle tis/ Aya! that 
only. uaqueltionable- PFroob of. our 
y3 pion Good: Works\ are the Frum 
lang; can. evidence: the [Lift and 
Edach of our, Faith and! Laveyi hereby we 
bnaw, that nano, if we heep\his Com- 
mardments, 1Joba 2,3; Fea; a van may 
ſax; Thou haft Faith, mn 4heve: morkse' (bem. 
þ avg: taker tb a7, morkz gi 44 1 _ 
my ay works; Fam; 2:1 
Doſt 'thou believe: God f: Why art thou 
not hots otras on 7/ Doſt thou believe in 
roared 2s 
f thy croſs an (s 
oxi walk as he wall't> Doftthou be» 
lieve: a FJudgmegr to come ?. Why dolt 
o_- not. wank 'ont: hy Salvation with feat 


pe anad you: Xe Why doſt thou nogprepore 
meet thy ? Why art thou not pan 
d'Warks, that thou mayeſt lep ap 9 pu 


Roots eeuink the time: t0 come, 
nd” hol 
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gobnrouſneſt, 1 Qr if Men. 
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bold on Eterwal: Life ?. Nor are good Works 
les necefdary ro prove our Love than Faith. 
Certainly if welove Holineſs, if we buxper 
and thirſt after Rightrouſneſs, we ſhall ne- 
ver live:in-a-dire& Contradiftion to the 
Rtrongeſt Paſſhons of our Soul ; we ſhall ne> 
ver refuſe togratify an Inclination, which 
is not only. fervent in us, but its Gratifica» 
tion will procure us Eternal Rewards too, 
Certainly, if we /ove God, we cannot but 
ſeek his Glory 5; we cannot but be-defirous 
to maintain-Communion with him. And 
if ſo, do. we-/know any Sacrifice that is 
more acceptable- to (od than good Works? 
do we know. any. that he delights 1n-more 
than Zea! ?f Dowe Love the Bleſſed Jeſus f 
Are not ;goo4 Works the very Teit of rhis 
Love which himſelf has appointed ?-1F s 
man love ane, he will keep my commandments, 
John 14: £5.\Te arc my friexds if ye dowhat» 
ſoever 1' communi you, John 1 5. 14. The 
love of 'Chriſt, {aith the Apoſtle, conflrems 
ws whatto doyco live at roar ſelves, but ts 
him that died for us, ani roſe uw ain, 2 Cor. 
5.15. What other Reroras can we make 
ro Jeſus? What other way can we expreſ 
our Graritade © to hit? He Sirs on rhe 
Right Hud of God ; af power is given 
him in hteven and in earth « He does not 
hiafelf need aur Miniſtry; aor wart our 
Service-and Charity ; buc hear what he 
| Fi 4 {ay's, 


A 
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of Zeal, as it conſiſts 


ſa ys, In as much «s you did it'to-oxe of theſe 
my little ones, you have done '# tome, Matr, 
25. 40. 


2- Our Zeal is indiſpenſably.neceſfary 
tothe Welfare and Happineſs of Qrhers. 
Do we regard our Neighbours Eternal In- 
tereſt ? * 1 is Zea! repreſles Sing and propa- 
gates Righteouſneſs; 'tis Zeal defends the 
Faith, and ſuppreſſes Hereſy. and Error; 
*tis Zeal converts 'the Unbehever, and 
builds up the Believer; "tis Zeal that awas 
kens the Drowſy, quickens the Lukewarm, 
Rrenzthens the” Weak , : and enflames the 
Good: with a' holy Emulation ; tis Zy/ 
that baffles all Objetions, refutes all Ca- 
lumnies, and vanquiſhes all Oppoſitions 
raiſed againſt Religion, -and oppreſles its 
Enemies with-Shame and Confuſion, Tis, 
ina word, 'Zgl, and Zeal alane, that can 
make Religion appear lovely -and delight- 
ful, and: reconcile the World to'it : For 
this alone can adors the Goſpel'; for it ren- 
ders Virtue moreconſpicuous, 'more taking 
jn Life and Example, than it canbe in the 
Precepts and-Deſcriptiogs of Words. Nor 
is Zeal leſs ſerviceable tothe Tempore/, than 
Eternal Intereſt of Mankind, When God 
- laid the Foundations of the World, he laid 
the Foundation of YV:irt#e too;- and when 
he formed Man, he wove the Necefity of 


good 


in Good Works. 


good Works into his very Natare, How ne- 
ceſlary is Juſtice to-poor Creatures who lie 
ſoopen to Wrongs and Injuries ? How in- 
diſpen{able is Charity, or Generoſity, to 
theſe who areexpos'd to ſo many Accidents, 
to-ſo-many Wants, to ſuch a Viciflitude of 
Fortune? And-being all ſubje& to ſo ma- 
ny Follics and Infirmities, ro ſo many Mis 
ſtakes and Fancies, how ſtrong mult be 
our Obligation to mutual Forbearaxice, Þ a- 
tience;, and Geatleneſs ? Ina word, Sixand 
Miſery abounds in the World ;:and if there 
were nat Virtues and good Worksto bal- 
lance.the oxe, and to relieve and: ſup 

us under the other, Lite would be intolle» 
rable. So that Reveal'd and Natural Reli- 
gion do neceſſarily rerminate and ceriter/in 
a'Zeal for good Works as their ultimate 
End, and utmoſt PerfeRtion:in abis iLife; 
and that Rule of - our Saviour, Whatſoever 
ye would that menſhonld do to you, do ye even 
Jo unto them, 1s an Abſtrath, not-only of 
the Law and the Prophets, but :of-the 
Codeof Nature t00.;. and this fingle-Prin- 
ciple ,-if ſincerely purſued, will feement 
and work us up tothe nobleſt Heights: of 
Z;al. I might here, 4f- it were neceſſary, 
ealily ſhew that Zg«/ has as happy an In- 
fluence on the publick-as the. provatez: that 
this muſt animate chat Juſtice and-/Merey 
that {upportsthe'Thrane ;- that is 4s _ 
ail SOU 
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of Zeal, as it confi ots 


Soul of 'rhat:Honour, Integrity, Gegero 


ſity., and Religion, which ſupport the 
Srates and Kingdoms of the World; and 


.-- without which all Policick Syſtems "mult 


needs zero toa Diſlojurion. But I have ſaid 


5-and-from whar I have ſaid, the 


= Trut of my Third Coalkveration naturally 
<7 4 appears. | | 


3. Viz" That Zea! miniſters moſt bY 


-- Atually ro: the Glory of God, For if Zy«/ 


be in it ſelf-rhus lovely, thus neceſſary j/ if 
the Pruitsand EffeQs of it be thus ſervice- 
able to 'the Temporal and Eternal Intereſt 
of Maznz What a Lovely, what an Agree- 
able Notion of God ſhall we form from-this 
one'Conplideration of him, That he is the 
ary" = of ic? Thar he is the Origia 

of that Light and Heaty: of 
res Screngeh- and ' Power -of which /*is 
compounded.-and conftituted? He com- 
mands end-exatts it ; heexcites and encour 
ragesto- it by the Promiſe of an Eternal 


; Crown and'/ the raviſhing Fruition of 


Himfelf ; He has the Seeds of ic in 
our Nature, and he cheriſhes them by the 
bleſſed and vigorous Influences of tis 
Word and Spirx, How-gracious is the 
Divine Natwre! how is the Divine 
went ! when the Sabftance of bus 

ws 5, you eo 

at 
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that we ſhould-cloathithe naked, feed the 
hungry;, deliver' the captive, jnſtrutt che! 
foolith, comfort. rhe» 3Mitted; forgive one; 
another , 'if nced- beg feven times: a dayi; 
and-[ach like. \1-rodo- all this be an. Ar- 
ent ofi being. Regeveratey} and born | of 
God j+if this be aiProot. of bis Spiric.culing 
in\ts, his Narure communicaced eh us, | ao 
his Tmage ftamp'd upon us, how amiable 
muſt God be when we diſcern fo much Be-i 
nefit; and {o much Pleaſure, -and ſo much 
Beauty, and {o'nauch Lovehneſs in thoſe 
Qualities whictvare bur faint and:jmperfeÞ 
Reſemblances'of Him ! In + word, the 
Holins/s of his Children 2nd Servants; isa 
Demonſtration of- the'#/plineſsof Go lime: 
ſelf; and in this 'confiRs rhe very Luſtre of 
Divine Glory; | Holineſs is the Hower of 
all his Actribuces.;/ «hemoſt 'Porfret, becauſe 
che:molt- Comps « of '\all-his Divine 
PericQions ; Jor-Hobtzeſs inctudes Wiſdom, 
Pozer, 'and Goodneſs; © As 10-Goodarſs, rhe 
Caſe w/o plain; that Molre/s 20d Goodneſs 
afs commonly uſd as Terms'cquivalkent, 
As to Widow, ts evident, Titatino Ah 
et is' commendable agd lovely; wharever 
the 'Marver of tie be; unleſs the Principle, 
the! Motive :0f-it be Wit” and Rational 5 
therefore Wi/adow carinot be ſopirated From 
the Notion of Holineſs. Laſtly, As6& Powery 
this mult needs-be compriſed in it too ; fot 
AHI Beneficence, 


Of Zeal, - as it- conſiſts, 8&c. 


 Boveſceare K which-is at leaſt one- great 
Branch of Holjxeſs, muſt unavoidably ime | 


ply -Power inthe Benefador,- and impotence 
and. Want-in;the Benefictary.-:: And this is 
the Notion wherein Ho/ine/s, when afcri- 
bed to God: 'in Scriprure, | is. generally :ta- 
ken. Holy; | Holy , Holy, ' Lord: God \ of ) 
Hoſts : Heaven and Earth are full of : thy 
Glory, does-exprels the Greatneſs and Mas! 
jeſty, as well as the Reftitude-:and Purity. 
ofthe Divine Nature 3 and to /axiifyithe: 
Lord God in our Hearts, 18110 the Language: 
of. the Scripture, not only to love him for” 
his Goodnels, but revere and fear him far. 
his: Majeſty:and Greatneſs.” : Need. I here 
add,” that the Excellencies of the Creatare, 
their Fitneſs and Sublſerviency ro the great 
Ends of their Creation, the Glary of the 
Creator, yaſt-as the Beatcy, Strength, and. 
Convenience/of the- 4s. the Honour, 
of the Arebitect ? If.thoySun, Moan; and. 
Stars, the itrational and inanimate Parts of 
the. Creation,» ſhew. forth the Glory! of 
God, how-much more 6 -{piritual and ra» 
tional Beings ? And iro op is.the PerfeRt. 
an of Re on; and Z;al of Vireae ; for this 
is that which does'direly andimmediately: 
adyance thoſe. great Eads ithat are.dea 

to-God,;.as I have, Þthink, abundangly 
made out, A - | 
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C.-Mi-A.-P.,;: A&I. 
Of Humility. 


UR Saviour has fo often pronoun- 

ced the humbleſt, the greateſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; He has ſo often pro- 
miſed the firſt place and the greateſt Exalta- 
tion to the /oweſ# Condeſcenſions ; He was 
Himſelf fo illuſtrious an Example of Low- 
lineſs of Heart, of Poverty of Spirit ; and 
the Apoſtle has ſoexpreſly afſerted his Joy 
and Crown to be the Reward of his Hum#- 
lity, Phil. 2. that I can never think that 
Man can ever riſe to a more eminent 
Height, than #het to which the Imitation 
of this Virtue of Chriſt will advance him. 
The more Perfe# therefore Maa is, the 
more Humble muſt he.be too ; The clearer 
View, and the more aſſured Hope he has 
of Heaven, the more unconcerned muſt 
he be for all thoſe things which the World 
ys a ReſpeA'and Honour to, the more 
muſt be above them : The more fervent 
his Love of God and his Neighbour 
ws, the more confidently muſt he place 

all his Glory in this one thing, the Con- 
formity of his AﬀeCions and Life ro that 
of the Bleſſed Jeſus. Thea is he Perfe@, 


and 


Of Humility. 


and tht ſame mind is in him that was in Chriſt 
Teſus. Finally, The more he knows God, 
the nearer he is admitted - into Communion 
with him; the more plainly will he diſcern 
at how infinite Diſtance he tands from the 
Divine Majeſty and Purity, and will pro- 
ſtrate himſelf even ioto Daft and Aſbes be- 
fore hich. The Perfe# Man admires,adores, 
obeys, loves, relies, truits, and refigns up 
himſclf and ell that is dear' eo him to God. 
He is nothing in his own Eyes ; be pre- 
tends to nothing; he lays Chim to aothiog 
on any other Title than #hat of rhe. Good- 
neſs and Bounty of God ; Whatever. Vir- 
tues he has; -he afcribes them to- the Grace 
of God ; and the Glory and Immortality 
he expes, he expeQts only as the Gift of 
God through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, And 
whatever he be in himſelf, he compares 
not himſ{clf with orhers, bur he proves his 
ows Work, that he may have rejoicing in 
himſelf” alone, aud not in another. Nothing 
bur Zyel for God, or Charity for Man, 
" can put him upan the afſerting his own 
Merit or Service ; but when he Glories, 
it is like St. Pal, in his I»firmities, that 
the power of Chrift may reſt upon him. 

Need I here iofiſt on the Frazer of Humy- 
lity ? Surely 'tis conſpicuous to- every dhe 
that thinks at all; Great .is the Peace and 
Reſt of the humble Soul here 3 and wan 
Wi 
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of Hlteaility. 


will be his Glory hereafter. He who loves 
not the World nor the things of it, 1he luſt 
of the fleſh, the laft of the eges, and: the 
pride of life, enjoysa perpetual Calm and 
Serenity of Miad. There is no Qbje& 
that can raiſe any Storm in; bim ; there is 
nothing that can breed ia him uncaſy De- 
fires and Fears. He that loves the Father, is 
fix'd on an immutable and perfe& Good ; 
and he that zow quits all for God, ſhall oze 
ay participate of the Fulneſs of God, and 
that for ever. 

Need I invite and exhort Man to FHu- 
mility ? Need I guard him agaialt fpicitual 
Pride ? One would think 'twere altogether 
uſeleſs to attempt it. Is it poſſible that the 
Creature {ſhould think himſelf ſo indepen- 
dent of his Creator, that he ſhould be able 
to pay him more Service than were due to 
him? Is it poſſible thac Man ſhould fer 
ſuch a rate upon his owa Righteouſneſs, as 
to thiak it capable of deſerving the utmolt 


upon him? Is it poſſible, in a word, that 
Man, poor, frail , liaful Man; Man that 
can do nothing that is good, but by the 
Aligtance of Divine Grace; Man, de- 

raved and corrupred in his Nature, and 

ta very ill husdand of Grace ; is it poſſi- 
ble, I ſay, that Mas ſhould be proud 
towards God, towards that Glorious and 
Incom» 


Rewards that an Infhnite God can beftow - 


Of Humility. < 


Incomprehenſible Being, who is the Crea- 
tor and - Lord, the Monarch and Patron, 
the God and Father of Heaven and Earth? 
Bur as' abſurd as this is, univerſal Expert- 
ence teaches us, that Humility, true He- 
mility is a hard Leſſon ;- and that very ex- 
cellent Perfons are not out of the Danger of 
faling 1ato vicious Elattons of Mind. Ia 
order- therefore to- promote the one, and 
ſecure'-us- againſt the other, I will pro- 
poſe: theſe Two or -Three Coalideratt- 
ONS. 


1. There never was meer Man yet that 
did not fall ſhort of his Duty. | 

2. Mak is the Creature of God, de- 
pends upon -him ; and has received all 
from him ; 'and' therefore let him do the 
utmoſt he -can, he does no more than his 
Daty. *© | 

3. God ſtands in no Need of our Ser- 
vice; and 'ris our own, not his Intereſt we 
promote by it. 


1." There never was meer Man yet, 
&e. For Proof of this, I will not fly to 
Original Corruption, or Sins of Infirmity. 
Alas ! I need nor. The Apoltle; Rom. 1. 
and '2. and 3. Ch. lays the Foundation of 
Juſtificactioa by Faith; in the univerſal 
Def:Qtioa and Depravation of 796 
. They 
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They are altogether v 064 of whe there 
it none \that doth k> tre And 
what Sins he therechargesthe World wich, 
the Catalogue be gives' us: ofxbem ,will in. 
hows: wee rc ut7 eers 

' Anſwer, the Light :theGoſpel', and 
wn ——_—— nar yr 

wen 2 Check tosthe Prog 

of Sie inthe World : ButhacdnaMan-caa 
be: uſtified bur Blood 
of. Jeſus, *ris 6 php agate Bs Long 
cluded under Sm» And though: avr; Sms 
may.' not in 'the "Number: or [Scandal 
equal theirs ; yer We: oughe 40 remember 


the more vo « 15/3 and yhe:greated 
the: Grace is which. ic-reliſts-anddelpilts; 
But:what need I: .0un Selves wwhi 
the [Jew br Gentile | Whar indeds]; prove 
Argument and Authority:that no:Man 

yer liv'd, or will live-wirbour Sia? 
mean/- Mortal /Sio,./ Who: ever yeulook'd 
back- diligently into:bis paſt-Life,. aod did 
not-. meet with Stains. and; Defarmities 
enough? When I conſider what Legions of 
Sins/ are rang'd under ' thoſe. two Banners 
of! the Devil, :the Filrhineſs of the .Fleſb, 
and-of the Spirit 3 ; when I call to mind 
z5-Diſconteat , -Murmuring, 'Diſtcult, 

Pride, Caverouſnel(s ,\ Ambition , Wiltul- 
_— Canteation, Frowandnefa,  Paſon, 
Gg Diſhs 


Dilfficaglarion', Falſhood,,(Flattery, and'i a 
thouſandcouhers Sink giant hen I-refledt 
#pon the Wiz 28d. of 
Nature, aodzhio zonunmerable Tents 
which praws> 10099"o 4 muſt 
fef6>T)camh odor ar rizedroe think, 
that: noiFleflt.oad In p_ 
ob :Got by :avGovetiant of: Wann Deke, 

when ven: bad any. upon Neath-bed; 
g chem 


#s 4:dodome;i:ach 
the.Guilk wt any 
rathcruadrdure their ra = Ps 
lay; han their>Lanottnes;; And yet, abs 
cer. "ably zacG ood: man-19:00t t6: exami 
himfdfony concerning; the evil: that 
has .dans\y but-aifo concerning the Good 
which hehasdinieecd. 1 He muſt. caqure, 
how tar-lmbasdallen ſhort of that Poverty of 
Spiric;! apa aPuriry: of, . Heart , ' which hie 
exghno ini comes of to: And how. fad 
ke has beeawancing ih-choſe Dutiesxphich 
» thorough Geab would heave pulldiibion 
on:t02: Ant when he has done. ttiis;/led 
him be; /ptbud- at he;can. ” 32910 : 300 
- 2 Max tsthe Cteavure' of God, depends 
pon him; /and has receiv/d.all from Him 
Aobighctetinatiee him do the udhoſt he 
can. e dots.no morerhan his Duty :. And 
ractly 1Ngut merit of bs.” kid 
- that will, - Meri, mult be ins 


* 7am $i bs mad have a right _ 
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won ARivNs ;" he muſt-be free" to dif 
— ET, and Services as he 
; tio Freedom , no 
of hinifelf, 'or any thing 
©tis plain fuch/an one can- 

this is the direQ Caſe be- 
” Gare Mat; 'God' is the great 


| Fi the great rink of Heaven and 
ram. Feb 3. Alms/;does but re- 
A pets 


of "what God leis Him }; "He 
tly'the- Lo(g of Goods, of 
Health ;'or® F , dos" bit 'pive back 
what he had two Right to reraih': - He was 
but {Nor -.h.'h and had\ho Right to 


pay I E oor than God thou ht hero 
hue it; nd iti all other Inftances of 


"the Caſe will be fil) phinier: -'If he 
and worſhip God, there4s infinire 


or IN ths 1d 4- for- he d 
him "had Preſervation. 
orbogin never 


» much ;\God has 
ebay mach mort than he cad pay Him : 


RI 2h Bl thoy ments of Life, but 
Life ir ſelf, being derived from Him. 


From this Argcts Ky Meh folldw ,- that 
It's impoſſible fora Creaturc-to' merir of 
Peatoy.. themſelves never could. 
*>11 the ic rot de aid with 29 mach 

h © concernihg them', as concerning 
Me Who made thee to differ ? or what haſt 
ch Gg 2 thou 


God ſeems, when he ente 
h He 


ſelf : But, gh 
cenſioh. .; Serond/y ,, It 
ſeems unſuitable to:rhe-anfinite Go 
of: God, .co- bereave Maa. of. hy -Lag aged 
| ap- 


all jofigice Con 
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Happineſs mm 
_ unleſs he i 
: The Gifts you oy of God te without 
Reentact nor can I think 'how Dea/h, 
ich has'ſoinuch; Evil'in ic,” could. have 
ener'd 'the- 


if $i» had not enter'd 


irfirſt; © In this Sebſe, »»p2»ing Obedience 
gives a kind of righe 'to the Continnrance of 
thoſe 
meer 


whict are at frf the 
FeQs of Divine Grace and Bounty. 
Laftly,'A Coveunii of Works being once 
eſta iſh'd ; 'ris plain that "4s "Sin forfeit s 
Life, fo Obedience muſt-give @ right roit: 
And as the Penitent'could not be reſtored, 
but: by an Att of Grace ; ſo he/that com- 
mirs no Sin, would need no Pardon But 
then Life' it ſelf; and'an Ability ro work 
Righteouſneſs , muſt be owing to -Grace 
antecedent to the Covenanr: And fo m_ 
an one would have whereof tob9sf compa 
ratively; with refpe& to others who Felt 
but” not before 'God; © The Sum. of all 4s, 
Max has nothing to render to God, bur-whar 
he: has received from him : "And therefore 
can offer him nothing bur bis own'; Which 
is, nd very good Foundation! for ey ww 
But!' ſuppoſe him abſolute * Maſter ? 
bimſelf ; Suppoſe - him: holding all, thi 
independent of God; Can the Service 

a'few' Days merit Immortality. and G _ 
AN Verſetion, and'a' Crown # 


Gg3 muft 


, as well 'as 
ry and Pleaſe 


Gare fo Vigilance of others; 
OE. and'the Pride of one 

To he World eannor” fubſiſt , bur- on the 
Servitude _ of - the orher. - In theſs Caſes 
therefore, Anvcual Wants create mutual 
Ri bns,.and murual/Meric, - But this is 
'the Caſe berween God and \Man. * God 
= 20 .., 5 Wan or Necefſi- 
; or Happiges caps- 

| Serie or Increaſe. He'is a 
| Monarc Kt needs no; Tribute to Sup» 


randeur, nor 'any -Strengeh” or 
tides his awn , to A -his 
NEVE ar rebel, we can- 

| 'be-4oyal-and obe». 
wen He —y_ 
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no. Wapts Ns Goes Aniejovg 
bis Majeſty +ad tote be. (atje& 


V icifitude, we are (abject camny; a 
Cervice.to God: th os 
relt ;- and our Obedience 1s defigr'd w_ 


cure our ows Advantage : We need -, we 
daily. nced his Suppore and ProteQtion.; we 
depend 1ntirely on His Favour and Parro- 
nage: In him we live, and move, and have 
our Being : And from Him, as from an 
inexbauſtible Fountain, we derive: all, che 
Streams of Good , by which we are re- 
freſhed and ,jmproved. To know, and 
love Him is our Wiſfom ; to:dependup- 
on Him, our H#ppineſs and Security 3-ro 
ſerve -and -worfhip Him , our Perfe&ion 
and Liberty ; to enjoy Him will be our 
Heaven 3 and thoſe Glimpſes of his- Pie- 
ſence, -which we are vouchfafed thorough 
the Spirit inthisTife, are the Pledges and 
Forecaſte of . it. This #" che 'conftanc 
Voice of Scripture : Every good Gift, awd 
every perfets Gift is from An a#d cometh 
from the Father of Liebts, Jam. 1.17, "}f 
1 were hungry, T would not tel res"; for the 
World is mine, and the Falneſs 

Will I eat the Fleſh of "Bully; of dren: the 


Blood of Goats ? Offer unto God Thankſg6: 
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Pſal: 50! wt a. If thou be Rig c0us, 
what giveſt thou wnto. him ? Thy Wickednefs 
| DOIY ene and y 8 "Fob 


he hn 36 pe Ws PH (i | 
"of the Impediments of Perfetion: 


T2 I have been all along carry» 
+ I- ing on theDefiew: of this Seftiow, 


(7 bhat- is, che Remoring ne Omg of 
etiog yet lealily forelaw there ' 
be. Jome which would not be reduc'd with- 
m:the. Co of the. faregoing Heads ; 
Por \theſs therefore I reſerv'd this Place, 
Thefe = Five. 


= 1. Top eq "and looſe a Notion of Re- 
ligion. + 
<442s An Opinion hat Perfeftion i is not 4t- 


AN Thas Religion ab. q Fqemy to Plea- 
od { dal 
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Wy The Love of the World ; in 
OY at. leaſt than will conſiſt 
Pexfeltions - + | | 


$1... Some ſtem to  bave - entertain'd 
ſuch a. Notion of - Religion,. as if» Modera- 
tion. here, wereas neceſlary as any where 
elſe, They look upon Zza/ as an Exceſs 
of :Righteouſneſs ; and can be well eaough 
content to want Degrees of Glory, if chey 
can but ſave their Souls. To which Ead 
they. can; ſee no Neceſſity of  Perfettion. 
Now-'I would beſeech ſuch ferioully to lay 
to Heart, that Salvation and Damnation 
are Things of no common Importance: And 
therefore it highly. concerns chem nors to 
be: miſtaken. in the :Norzon they forms to 
themſelves: of -:Religiom: For the: Nature: 
of : Things will not be altered by their Fan» 
cies ;\ nor will Gad be.mogked or impoſed 
on. : If we will deal ſincerely. with: our 
ſelves, as/in this Caſt ig certainly behoves 
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{cribe, | by. thoſe 
thoſe Properties agd: 
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Kt igion';, 
”- -mote.£ 7s, ,of God; and. che 
; ha f Mao, 20d to raiſc.usabove the World, 


ad the Body : And ſcer how- our Plat» 
ren Model: of Religioa ſais :with 
it. A909 if after. we faye.doge this, we: 
are-noc-fully fatisficed-in-che true Bounds 
and Limits which parrV ice and Viecue,-it 


right band. We ought always co remem- 


Scripture. to Diligence, and that che 'molt 
earneſt /and  indefatigable' 0nes;\.r0 | Vigi- 
lance, to. Fear, and: Trembling, t0 Patience, 
to-Stedfaftnels, and-ſuch like ,, are utrerly 
inconſiſtent withag eaſy, (lazy, gentile Re- 
gion. / that the Life of Jeſus 18 the fair- 
eſt and. fulleſt Comment-on his :Dodfrixe : 
And, That we never! are to follow the 
Examples-of a/coreupt World, - burof the 
belt Mcn, and thebelt Ages, Thi, this 
one: thing 'alone,; will :convince- us ,. what 
. Endeaveurs, what Virtues are'necellary! to 
gain an incomrgayte -Crown.. See .wich 
| what EagernelstheiDy/ciples of Jeſus preſſed 
towards themark ! Sec with what CO 
nay-;Joy £00, they: cook up their Croſs and 
'Fhw': How generous were- their 
albens 1 'So thac the) Riches of - their -Liber «> 


lity were can{picuous inthe: vety had 3.4 
«, Wit | their 


cannot but.be ſafelt 'for us to err: on the- 
her £00, That the repeated Exhortatioas in- 
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their Poverty.” WhatPwinad op 
neſs of tieart ; whats Grace ar 
what Peavy and joy ſhew'/d+ jr fe 
Converſation! whyr-Madrſly,' wat 
miliry in theix Garbyi Department, jand the 
whole Train of Life! How frequent,. how 
fervent!,  and-how/long too, werg?! 


- Prayers aod- Retitements.!- In o0s ward, 


the Spiriz. avd -Genius-of a Dilviplo, of 
Chriſt iſeover'd. ic ſelf in all they faid-and 
did; "And+-the- Virtues of their Lives: did 
as evidently diſtinguiilya Chriſtian from a 
Jew, or Pagan, as their bairh. HowJovely 
was Religion they { how'full ics Joyg how 
rong its Confidence! Then did Cheyigns 
truly overcome the World; 7hen dd they 
live above-the Body : 7hepy was the Croſs 
of 'Chriſt-more deli2hiful, than the Eaſe, 
ori Honour , -the Pride ; 'or Pleaſure, of a 
fioful Life : They did they aruly; (thorough 
the Spirit, wait for the Hope of  Righte- 
oulheſs by Faich. Let vs now compare 
oar Lives with ";heirs, and i then  fit-down 
content wich. poor and (beggarly -Attain- 
ments if we can. Let us put ovr Virtues 
in-the Scales againſt "*heirsz (and, if' we 
have any'/Modeſty , the 1 will 
put'usobt of Conntenance:;” We-ſhall bluſh 
at'\ mir Vanity 328d ſhall not- have the 
Confidence co expet the lame Crown, 
_ fame Kingdom” with ther, gets 
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get"t5o winch Tadifference and Unconcern- 
on tr Dphr: too exalted an one 
is apt 


of Gd ten, Ang i Cverped of -Hu* 


meer "imaginary "Notion, They believe 
indeed,” that, conſidering how'apr 'Man' is 
co fall” ſhort of His Duty, *tis* very fir that 
che” Rule preſerib'd him'ſhould be exaQ}; 
and'that' he ſhould be frequently —_— 
and*extorted ro*Perſtttion : at the 
rhing elf is too- {Oren heyy Mortal Man 
roattain'in rhis Life.” But to' this Objetts+ 
on Tinuſt ſe theſe few things which T 
believe wi be ſufficient 'to remove! it, 
#."Fhe"B 'of * Virtue is the moſt 
difficlt' part of it: "The nearer we ap- 
proach"to  Perfelton, the eaſier, as well as 
pleafanter, 'is Religion. And therefore, 
whoever ſeartles at the Difficulties, which 
lie inthe way'to an exalted Virtue ,' has'as 
much reaſon robe ftareled ar rhoſe which 
willencounter him in bis firſt Entrance up- 

on 'Religion': And yer'cbefe anuſt! ty. 
quered.” * 2: The avoiding the \Difficul- 
ties'of Religion , does bur: plunge us'mt& 
work,” "We ire neceſſarily under this Di: 


lemma : 


"ler Notion oPReligin Huge to-be- 


which i 52 Second 


min*Nature , conceive” Perfettion to be'a 
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; "IT g {hs Cacc and, Pleaſure, 
&educ 90 and Morrifica al of 
« othe &.z, then it will be al 
ve th od we are todo, For thole 
which "Atheiſts themlelves Poke 
$0 _ Praglain the Soul of 
be. the. Nobler pars le 
Belides, the Soul is ke more vital, phe mare 
nd. ſenſible pare of us: Ahd Gonle- * 
boys 


Affliction of chis,muſt re wr 
r more _miſcrable, than any Hardſhips or 
faculties Virtue can impoſe. apon the 
"A FAY er be the Difficulties of Vir- 
wall ſoon eg if weoktencall to 
Peace and Joy are the Fruit. of 
Virtze ; but Shame and Renorſe of Sts : 
Fi: Maa eyer yet repen his r&+ 
ſiting and Roaggeria, his Luſts ; but no 
Man nm et, did not repent 0 t owing 
. he dred as mach, a Brute as 
at Heaven. is a Pp, par 
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vj. do," 1 hope 1 of 10s bv Pices 

and' Experitnient in rNextiſe ves"? 


ance, but ol the er A 
blefled Jeſw atually'#rrain'd add prattis'd. 
Bo ye e folowers of dee] faid the'Ap oftte.; Fo, 
pſi of Chrift.” Their Lives were is bright 
A yd. bt tide | And by"their 
avg they detyonſtrared che-Power 
of the ah they taught. They did tbr 
like " the z-jts 00 Phaviſces, bind Bequy 
racy 5 Leer ani not tbe Him | bb 
the Fky's n gig 6 dot, Mike” Pitch and 
" Ariffotle, IndgH Tetyperanceardd _ 
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EE, eſe before Ty: 
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dition 


Too Mb in whith; 
beſet 6s F O14 Ret wi'Fan with Patience the 
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"of oor- Futh ; 


var 


870%, Meſs ay wi 5 
" Sinners again} himſelf; tef jr 
be wearied and feint in your Mind, 


I'2, 


1;2/ I: have done'with thoſe who 
veur to ſoftes or ſhanthe Difficulticsof Re- 


Ig00y not't6 comquey them. 


P There are erhers who. will. look 


4. 
upon this ſettiog up 0s Dn 
feition, us a Defign again 
of- Mankind. What: _ 


at he Pi 
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ſhall 
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happy. Gre Creatures, vqu 
and. Nature { Ple a bave 


? = E 
IE ty Do 


= Fay Plea{ure,, no. Man needs 
with.it, wy cadeavour 0640 deprive Man 
t ro refine, and:pUriky 4: »Agd 
pr Kel either (ily, or. vi 10usPlea- 
te Religion, 
. Perfett 
"hg we . but. a 
rue. Fork, of :Heart... = 
_ "7 Þleaſure as the. vo of ("px 
SIP JAT..Can hey mar e,delightful than 
ling ud pri ag.. God. 40a grate- 
ul ; Allelu 


Fry ta..a, Soul ſoarch- 
ed from the | brink fd DeſtruQion , / into 


om of its Maſter? Whaz can Þe 
ciog chan, the, melting Ten-: 

refles; cf; a holy Conmition,,. magde.up, 
- like M.ry, Magdalen's,, of Trars ang, Killes, 


Sorrow 


Lak oa dE CS. contri —_— oo = 7 


\Pqwer,; bur \only on Godef | | our own 
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thoſe of Refny, ara | yo 
weak, Lows 
aa Gorenr Fae oa 
wy cy? £ or rex = 
The Peace and Joy oy the, 

reigns no where, but where that 7 Ghaſ and 
Lowe, which is an WG o £8 Fulneſs of 
the Spirit, reigns t00 ad,once propg- 
ſed to have inſiſted oa the Reaſons..of thus 
hore ; but chis. Labour is prevented.;. for 
bak are very pom 0 any. ONE, Tock 


obvious, than thoſe of  Religton,...s 708 &- 
ther a falle and groundleſs _y In is 


MAS and in eyery St FAD the 4 
Victue aniaponti oj 

They depend ef like thole of. che. YA 

on 4 thouland rchings that are; nos. io, our 
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Diſcourſe , a yt 

wh much Indulgen 


; T arty nex7, t þ dile-v 
| ts to'confider. oY 14 


17 Phiire is 4 Love of the Word, 
which chougtt i be not'erthet for the Mat- 
ter, *or Degree of it, Criminal enoogt/to 
_ deftvoy. our Sincerity;” and 'our Hopes'vf 
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NN Dey =y 
err theting of 4 Love of the- wor. 
nant xr orecSn for-the P nels tot 


; too-tidch RuadtHels 3 


which 


Tidufity 66"Bedar- 
ye, oy. Liv, ardeo itt 
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_ Of: 


our. Selwes: with thick and be 
bricks Reliſh of che Flg: 


mag tr, con 

rm T (ce, I ſay, are the-Symproms of 
a'Mind tainted with a Love of :the World, 
chough nat {o far as to Sickneſs hd cath. 
Vs will Reeder ney the 
igour, dikuethe Rolith of dhe Miaed, 
Nav. the only way to oyercome. this Bo» 
x; agd to. captivate she Mind <otirely 

to the Lave and Service of Religion and 
Views, is. to conkider frequently. and ſeri 
—_— Rewards af Perfection, the Plea» 
ſure-cthat will auend--i4 in another. Like. 
Had the Towns HManinthe Go/pel denethis; 
had he had. ar prae) + Nqtioa, and is tine 
an -Bftimatc of the Riches of Etrravty, as 
he had. of Temporal. anca, v be woakd.never 


hs 

whaokeachioiyibow ares 
Pomp. and; Grandeur ofthis 
Hh 2 World 


ia... 


Faſhion 
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Of -+he \Inipe dimen a 


Worldpalle#away; and how much berter 
thei Heavenly Country ts thatytheir Earch- 
+ how? twath "more laſting, -and'thow 
much: more glorious, rhe New 'Jeru/alew, 
thet-City that bes foundations, whoſe builder 
abi wwaker is God,-than this Ciry of 'ours, 
which#may+be overthrown in-4 moment ; 
will neither” weep, /nor'"rejoyce, 'with/too 
much Paſſion ; neither buy, 'nor poſſeſs, 
with too-much Application of Mind: In 
one word; the that ſo 'often and Yevontly 
thinks of rhar day, wherein Chrift, who is 
our life, [ball appear; 'and we alſo appear with 
hims in #/ory, thathe cames to /ove and: Jong 
for it; ſuch an one will haveno great Tafte 
of 'the Honours, or the Pleaſures, or 'the 
warren os Life'z'nor will he be err 
or; retnifs, 'but fervent in Spirit ; ſervi 
thee Lord © Wharever Degrees of AﬀeQion 
hethad for-apy' thing'of that nature,' they 
will all, vaniſh ; he will have no Emoulati- 
on ,bur-for good: Works ; no Arabition , 
but+for-Glory ; I mean, 'rhat which is Frer- 
wad. «In the purſuit of 5 his will he Jay out 
the Strength and Vigour of his Middyfor 
this /he' will iretrench-his Profit;\for'rh53 he 


will:deny©his Pleaſure; for'sh5/ be will be 
content !to-be Obſcyregs Mean; and*Labo- 
riqus ; for-'if- the-#orld be once: crucified 
to him; ke will the-more eaſily bear the 
tg crucified tot./ Fig; £5] £44 ff 
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of 'PerfeFtion:. 
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the” #eſb ," dgainft" whicty if ' we" do not 
6d 'our _—_ if -we'do — 
ily, weſhall myifrerry,  Sparit" 45 
| rig our Saviour, bs the Th is 
week. '' Without much Care, 'and much 
Warehfulneſs,” the' Vigour of 'our Minds 
willtberelax'd; the Exultation-of our Spi- 
rity will flag and droop; 'and'we ſhall ſoon 
loſe the Reliſh there 1s in Relig The 
moſt-effeQual Remedies againſt this Frailty 
and 'Pickleneſs of 'our Nature, are' 2wo. 
Firſt; Godly" Peay ;\ and rhjr, 'the Purity + 
and" Preſence" df God}, 'the Kiritneſs and 
the-Impartiality\. of a- Judgment" ro come, 
the Loſs of an Erernsl Crows, *the'Ter- 
—_— agners + mgm — 
and Strength of 'Temprarions; deplo- 
rable Palls of the felted Saints, and ul 
Confſtienceof ouFown Weakneſs, will not 
fail to work in us. :*'Let us then, not only 
bevin, but- alſo perfed? Holineſs in the frar of = 
her = Loon he that feared) always. © Se+ 
Stedfaftne(s of ' Hope; 'of Hope 


ye 
that' waits 'and' Tongs for 'the Coming 'of 
ourLotd, ''This wiltiavite us 6ftec'to rake 
a View of Canaan; this will fillthe Mind 
often with the Beauties and the Glories 
of Eternity ; this will ofren call to 'our 
Thonghts , the Security , the Reſt , the 
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God zo of another World, ch gm of 
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40 Rewart. 'T 
En fo have 

ok wp this Perivids 10't 

and incomprehenſible Majefty, had #ot Skins 
own Goodneſs, thine own Spirit kindled this 
Awibitidn in me. be Beats ger manner of 
Ley that ive be called the Sons 
1 theſe are the write of thy Ser- 
oO Sr. John : And ow therefore my Soul 
raw never \be at refs,” till I awzhe at the Taft 


arg hy Likeneſs ; Aero trl/r 
td thy Aaoers ie 
te ,"'T beſ 
Fafa, 


thee, bh Merty _ th 
fos of thy Dearly Beloved Son. 
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